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DEFINITIONS

29A.04.001 Scope of definitions. Words and phrases as
defined in this chapter, wherever used in Title 29A RCW,
shall have the meaning as in this chapter ascribed to them,
unless where used the context thereof shall clearly indicate to
the contrary or unless otherwise defined in the chapter of
which they are a part. [2003 ¢ 111 § 101. Prior: 1965 ¢ 9 §
29.01.005. For like prior law see 1907 ¢ 209 § 1, part; RRS §
5177, part. Formerly RCW 29.01.005.]

29A.04.008 Ballot and related terms. As used in this
title:

(1) "Ballot" means, as the context implies, either:

(a) The issues and offices to be voted upon in a jurisdic-
tion or portion of a jurisdiction at a particular primary, gen-
eral election, or special election;



29A.04.010

(b) A facsimile of the contents of a particular ballot
whether printed on a paper ballot or ballot card or as part of a
voting machine or voting device;

(c) A physical or electronic record of the choices of an
individual voter in a particular primary, general election, or
special election; or

(d) The physical document on which the voter's choices
are to be recorded;

(2) "Paper ballot" means a piece of paper on which the
ballot for a particular election or primary has been printed, on
which a voter may record his or her choices for any candidate
or for or against any measure, and that is to be tabulated man-
ually;

(3) "Ballot card" means any type of card or piece of
paper of any size on which a voter may record his or her
choices for any candidate and for or against any measure and
that is to be tabulated on a vote tallying system;

(4) "Sample ballot" means a printed facsimile of all the
issues and offices on the ballot in a jurisdiction and is
intended to give voters notice of the issues, offices, and can-
didates that are to be voted on at a particular primary, general
election, or special election;

(5) "Provisional ballot" means a ballot issued to a voter
who would otherwise be denied an opportunity to vote a reg-
ular ballot, for any reason authorized by the Help America
Vote Act, including but not limited to the following:

(a) The voter's name does not appear in the list of regis-
tered voters for the county;

(b) There is an indication in the voter registration system
that the voter has already voted in that primary, special elec-
tion, or general election, but the voter wishes to vote again;

(c) There is a question on the part of the voter concerning
the issues or candidates on which the voter is qualified to
vote;

(d) Any other reason allowed by law. [2013 ¢ 11 § 1;
2011 ¢ 10 § 1; 2007 ¢ 38 § 1; 2005 ¢ 243 § 1; 2004 ¢ 271 §
102.]

Notice to registered poll voters—Elections by mail—2011 ¢ 10: "The
county auditor of any county that maintained poll sites as of July 22, 2011,
shall notify by mail each registered poll voter that all future primaries, spe-

cial elections, and general elections will be conducted by mail." [2011 ¢ 10 §
85.]

29A.04.010 By mail. "By mail" means delivery of a
completed original voter registration application by mail to a
county auditor or the office of the secretary of state. [2019 ¢
391§ 2.]

29A.04.013 Canvassing. "Canvassing" means the pro-
cess of examining ballots or groups of ballots, subtotals, and
cumulative totals in order to determine the official returns of
a primary, special, or general election and includes the tabu-
lation of any votes that were not previously tabulated. [2013
c11§2;2011c¢10§2;2003 ¢ 111 §103;1990c 59 § 3. For-
merly RCW 29.01.008.]

Notice to registered poll voters—Elections by mail—2011 ¢ 10: See
note following RCW 29A.04.008.

Intent—1990 ¢ 59: "By this act the legislature intends to unify and sim-
plify the laws and procedures governing filing for elective office, ballot lay-
out, ballot format, voting equipment, and canvassing." [1990 ¢ 59 § 1.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

Title 29A RCW: Elections

29A.04.019 Counting center. "Counting center"
means the facility or facilities designated by the county audi-
tor to count and canvass ballots. [2011 ¢ 10 § 3;2003 ¢ 111
§ 104. Prior: 1999 ¢ 158 § 1; 1990 ¢ 59 § 4. Formerly RCW
29.01.042.]

Notice to registered poll voters—Elections by mail—2011 ¢ 10: See
note following RCW 29A.04.008.

Intent—Effective date—1990 ¢ 59: See notes following RCW
29A.04.013.

29A.04.025 County auditor. "County auditor" means
the county auditor in a noncharter county or the officer, irre-
spective of title, having the overall responsibility to maintain
voter registration and to conduct state and local elections in a
charter county. [2003 ¢ 111 § 105; 1984 ¢ 106 § 1. Formerly
RCW 29.01.043.]

29A.04.031 Date of mailing. For registered voters vot-
ing by mail, "date of mailing" means the date of the postal
cancellation on the envelope in which the ballot is returned to
the election official by whom it was issued. For all service
and overseas voters, "date of mailing" means the date stated
by the voter on the declaration. [2011 ¢ 10 § 4;2003 ¢ 111 §
106; 1987 ¢ 346 § 3. Formerly RCW 29.01.045.]

Notice to registered poll voters—Elections by mail-—2011 ¢ 10: See
note following RCW 29A.04.008.

Legislative intent—Effective date—1987 ¢ 346: See notes following
RCW 29A.40.010.

29A.04.037 Disabled voter. "Disabled voter" means
any registered voter who qualifies for special parking privi-
leges under RCW 46.19.010, or who is defined as blind under
RCW 74.18.020, or who qualifies to require assistance with
voting under RCW 29A.40.160. [2011 ¢ 10 § 5;2010 ¢ 161
§ 1103; 2003 ¢ 111 § 107. Prior: 1987 ¢ 346 § 4. Formerly
RCW 29.01.047.]

Notice to registered poll voters—Elections by mail—2011 ¢ 10: See
note following RCW 29A.04.008.

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws
of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

Legislative intent—Effective date—1987 ¢ 346: See notes following
RCW 29A.40.010.

29A.04.043 Election. "Election" when used alone
means a general election except where the context indicates
that a special election is included. "Election” when used with-
out qualification does not include a primary. [2003 c 111 §
108. Prior: 1990 ¢ 59 § 5; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.01.050; prior: 1907 ¢
209 § 1, part; RRS § 5177(c). See also 1950 ex.s. ¢ 14 § 3.
Formerly RCW 29.01.050.]

Intent—Effective date—1990 ¢ 59: See notes following RCW
29A.04.013.

29A.04.055 Election officer. "Election officer"
includes any officer who has a duty to perform relating to
elections under the provisions of any statute, charter, or ordi-
nance. [2003 ¢ 111 § 110. Prior: 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.01.060. For-
merly RCW 29.01.060.]
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29A.04.058 Election official. "Election official" when
pertaining to voter registration includes any staff member of

the office of the secretary of state or a staff member of the
county auditor's office. [2019 ¢ 391 § 1.]

29A.04.061 Elector. (Effective until January 1, 2022.)
"Elector" means any person who possesses all of the qualifi-
cations to vote under Article VI of the state Constitution.
[2003 ¢ 111 § 111. Prior: 1987 ¢ 346 § 2. Formerly RCW
29.01.065.]

Legislative intent—Effective date—1987 ¢ 346: See notes following
RCW 29A.40.010.

29A.04.061 Elector. (Effective January 1, 2022.)
"Elector" means any person who possesses all of the qualifi-
cations to vote under Article VI of the state Constitution,
including persons who are seventeen years of age at the pri-
mary election or presidential primary election but who will
be eighteen years of age by the general election. [2020 ¢ 208
§13;2003 c 111 § 111. Prior: 1987 ¢ 346 § 2. Formerly RCW
29.01.065.]

Effective date—2020 ¢ 208 §§ 3, 5, 6, and 13-17: See note following
RCW 29A.08.210.

Short title—Findings—2020 ¢ 208: See notes following RCW
29A.08.210.

Legislative intent—Effective date—1987 ¢ 346: See notes following
RCW 29A.40.010.

29A.04.067 Filing officer. "Filing officer" means the
county or state officer with whom declarations of candidacy
for an office are required to be filed under this title. [2003 ¢
111 § 112. Prior: 1990 ¢ 59 § 77. Formerly RCW 29.01.068.]

Intent—Effective date—1990 ¢ 59: See notes following RCW
29A.04.013.

29A.04.070 Future voter. "Future voter" means a
United States citizen and Washington state resident, age six-
teen or seventeen, who wishes to provide information related
to voter registration to the appropriate state agencies. [2018
c109 §2.]

Findings—Intent—Effective date—2018 ¢ 109: See notes following
RCW 29A.08.170.

29A.04.073 General election. "General election”
means an election required to be held on a fixed date recur-
ring at regular intervals. [2003 ¢ 111 § 113. Prior: 1965¢ 9 §
29.01.070. Formerly RCW 29.01.070.]

29A.04.079 Infamous crime. An "infamous crime" is a
crime punishable by death in the state penitentiary or impris-
onment in a state or federal correctional facility. Neither an
adjudication in juvenile court pursuant to chapter 13.40
RCW, nor a conviction for a misdemeanor or gross misde-
meanor, is an "infamous crime." [2013 ¢ 11 § 3; 2009 ¢ 369
§ 1, 2003 ¢ 111 § 114. Prior: 1992 ¢ 7 § 31; 1965 ¢ 9 §
29.01.080; prior: Code 1881 § 3054; 1865 p 25 § 5; RRS §
5113. Formerly RCW 29.01.080.]

Contests, conviction of felony without reversal or restoration of civil rights
as grounds for: RCW 294.68.020.

Denial of civil rights for conviction of infamous crime: State Constitution
Art. 6 § 3.

29A.04.127

29A.04.086 Major political party. "Major political
party" means a political party whose nominees for president
and vice president received at least five percent of the total
vote cast at the last presidential election. A political party
qualifying as a major political party under this section retains
such status until the next presidential election at which the
presidential and vice presidential candidates of that party do
not achieve at least five percent of the vote. [2013 ¢ 11 § 4;
2004 ¢ 271 § 103.]

29A.04.091 Measures. "Measure" includes any propo-
sition or question submitted to the voters. [2003 ¢ 111§ 117;
1965 ¢ 9 § 29.01.110. Formerly RCW 29.01.110.]

29A.04.097 Minor political party. "Minor political
party" means a political organization other than a major polit-
ical party. [2003 ¢ 111 § 116. Prior: 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.01.100;
prior: 1955 ¢ 102 § 8; prior: 1907 ¢ 209 § 26, part; RRS §
5203, part. Formerly RCW 29.01.100.]

Minor party convention: RCW 294.56.600 through 294.56.670.
Political parties: Chapter 294.80 RCW.

29A.04.109 Overseas voter. "Overseas voter" means
any elector of the state of Washington outside the territorial
limits of the United States. [2009 ¢ 369 § 2; 2003 ¢ 111 §
119. Prior: 1987 ¢ 346 § 6. Formerly RCW 29.01.117.]

Legislative intent—Effective date—1987 ¢ 346: See notes following
RCW 29A.40.010.

29A.04.110 Partisan office. "Partisan office" means a
public office for which a candidate may indicate a political
party preference on his or her declaration of candidacy and
have that preference appear on the primary and general elec-
tion ballot in conjunction with his or her name. The following
are partisan offices:

(1) United States senator and United States representa-
tive;

(2) All state offices, including legislative, except (a)
judicial offices and (b) the office of superintendent of public
instruction;

(3) All county offices except (a) judicial offices and (b)
those offices for which a county home rule charter provides
otherwise. [2005 ¢ 2 § 4 (Initiative Measure No. 872,
approved November 2, 2004).]

Short title—Intent—Contingent effective date—2005 ¢ 2 (Initiative
Measure No. 872): See notes following RCW 29A.52.112.

29A.04.121 Precinct. "Precinct" means a geographical
subdivision for voting purposes that is established by a
county legislative authority. [2003 ¢ 111 § 121; 1965¢ 9 §
29.01.120. Prior: 1933 ¢ 1 § 2; RRS § 5114-2; prior: 1915 ¢
16 § 1; RRS § 5114. Formerly RCW 29.01.120.]

29A.04.127 Primary. "Primary" or "primary election" means a pro-
cedure for winnowing candidates for public office to a final list of two as part
of a special or general election. Each voter has the right to cast a vote for any
candidate for each office without any limitation based on party preference or
affiliation, of either the voter or the candidate. [2005 ¢ 2 § 5 (Initiative Mea-
sure No. 872, approved November 2, 2004); 2003 ¢ 111 § 122. Prior: 1965 ¢
9§29.01.130; prior: 1907 ¢ 209 § 1, part; RRS § 5177(a). See also 1950 ex.s.
¢ 14 § 2. Formerly RCW 29.01.130.]



29A.04.127

Reviser's note: RCW 29A.04.127 was amended by 2005 ¢ 2 § 5 (Initia-
tive Measure No. 872) without cognizance of its repeal by 2004 ¢ 271 § 193.
For rule of construction, see RCW 1.12.025.

Short title—Intent—Contingent effective date—2005 ¢ 2 (Initiative
Measure No. 872): See notes following RCW 29A.52.112.

Nonpartisan primaries: RCW 294.52.210 through 29A4.52.240.
Partisan primaries: RCW 294.52.112 and 294.52.121.
Presidential primary: RCW 294.56.010 through 294.56.060.
Times for holding primaries: RCW 294.04.311.

29A.04.127 Primary. [2003 ¢ 111 § 122. Prior: 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.01.130;
prior: 1907 ¢ 209 § 1, part; RRS § 5177(a). See also 1950 ex.s. ¢ 14 § 2. For-
merly RCW 29.01.130.] Repealed by 2004 ¢ 271 § 193.

Reviser's note: RCW 29A.04.127 was amended by 2005 ¢ 2 § 5 (Initia-
tive Measure No. 872) without cognizance of its repeal by 2004 ¢ 271 § 193.
For rule of construction, see RCW 1.12.025.

29A.04.133 Qualified. "Qualified" when pertaining to
a winner of an election means that for such election:

(1) The results have been certified;

(2) Any required bond has been posted; and

(3) The winner has taken and subscribed an oath or affir-
mation in compliance with the appropriate statute, or if none
is specified, that he or she will faithfully and impartially dis-
charge the duties of the office to the best of his or her ability.
This oath or affirmation shall be administered and certified
by any officer or notary public authorized to administer
oaths, without charge therefor. [2007 ¢ 374 § 1; 2003 ¢ 111
§ 123. Prior: 1979 ex.s. ¢ 126 § 2. Formerly RCW 29.01.135.]

Purpose—1979 ex.s. ¢ 126: See RCW 29A.60.280(1).

29A.04.139 Recount. "Recount" means the process of
retabulating ballots and producing amended election returns
based on that retabulation, even if the vote totals have not
changed. [2003 ¢ 111 § 124. Prior: 2001 ¢ 225 § 1. Formerly
RCW 29.01.136.]

29A.04.145 Registered voter. "Registered voter"
means any elector who has completed the statutory registra-
tion procedures established by this title. The terms "regis-
tered voter" and "qualified elector" are synonymous. [2003 c
111 § 125; 1987 ¢ 346 § 7. Formerly RCW 29.01.137.]

Legislative intent—Effective date—1987 ¢ 346: See notes following
RCW 29A.40.010.

29A.04.151 Residence. "Residence" for the purpose of
registering and voting means a person's permanent address
where he or she physically resides and maintains his or her
abode. However, no person gains residence by reason of his
or her presence or loses his or her residence by reason of his
or her absence:

(1) While employed in the civil or military service of the
state or of the United States;

(2) While engaged in the navigation of the waters of this
state or the United States or the high seas;

(3) While a student at any institution of learning;

(4) While confined in any public prison.

Absence from the state on business shall not affect the
question of residence of any person unless the right to vote
has been claimed or exercised elsewhere. [2003 ¢ 111 § 126;
1971 ex.s. ¢ 178 § 1; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.01.140. Prior: 1955 ¢ 181
§ 1; prior: (i) Code 1881 § 3051; 1865 p 25 § 2; RRS § 5110.

Title 29A RCW: Elections

(ii) Code 1881 § 3053; 1866 p 8 § 11; 1865 p 25 § 4; RRS §
5111. Formerly RCW 29.01.140.]

Residence, contingencies affecting: State Constitution Art. 6 § 4.

29A.04.163 Service voter. "Service voter" means any
elector of the state of Washington who is a member of the
armed forces under 42 U.S.C. Sec. 1973 {f-6 while in active
service, is a member of a reserve component of the armed
forces, is a student or member of the faculty at a United States
military academy, is a member of the merchant marine of the
United States, or is a member of a religious group or welfare
agency officially attached to and serving with the armed
forces of the United States. [2009 ¢ 369 § 3; 2003 ¢ 111 §
127. Prior: 1991 ¢ 23 § 13; 1987 ¢ 346 § 8. Formerly RCW
29.01.155.]

Legislative intent—Effective date—1987 ¢ 346: See notes following
RCW 29A.40.010.

29A.04.169 Short term. "Short term" means the brief
period of time starting upon certification of the general elec-
tion or issuance of a certificate of election, and ending with
the start of the next full term, and is applicable only when
there has been a vacancy in the office after the last election at
which such office could have been voted upon for an unex-
pired term. Short term elections are always held in conjunc-
tion with elections for the full term for the office. [2013 ¢ 11
§ 6; 2003 ¢ 111 § 130; 1975-'76 2nd ex.s. ¢ 120 § 14. For-
merly RCW 29.01.180.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.04.175 Special election. "Special election" means
any election that is not a general election and may be held in
conjunction with a general election or primary. [2003 ¢ 111
§ 129; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.01.170. Prior: Code 1881 § 3056; 1865
p 27 §2; RRS § 5155. Formerly RCW 29.01.170.]

GENERAL PROVISIONS

29A.04.205 State policy. It is the policy of the state of
Washington to encourage every eligible person to register to
vote and to participate fully in all elections, and to protect the
integrity of the electoral process by providing equal access to
the process while guarding against discrimination and fraud.
The election registration laws and the voting laws of the state
of Washington must be administered without discrimination
based upon race, creed, color, national origin, sex, or political
affiliation. [2003 ¢ 111 § 132;2001 c 41 § 1. Formerly RCW
29.04.001.]

29A.04.206 Voters' rights. (1) The rights of Washing-
ton voters are protected by its constitution and laws and
include the following fundamental rights:

(a) The right of qualified voters to vote at all elections;

(b) The right of absolute secrecy of the vote. No voter
may be required to disclose political faith or adherence in
order to vote;

(c) The right to cast a vote for any candidate for each
office without any limitation based on party preference or
affiliation, of either the voter or the candidate.

(2) Nothing in subsection (1)(b) or (c) of this section
alters or supersedes RCW 29A.56.020 through 29A.56.050,



General Provisions

which govern presidential primary elections. [2019¢ 7 § 7;
2005 ¢ 2 § 3 (Initiative Measure No. 872, approved Novem-
ber 2, 2004).]

Short title—Intent—Contingent effective date—2005 c¢ 2 (Initiative
Measure No. 872): See notes following RCW 29A.52.112.

29A.04.210 Registration required—Exception.
Except for service and overseas voters, only persons regis-
tered to vote shall be permitted to vote:

(1) At any election held for the purpose of electing per-
sons to public office;

(2) At any recall election of a public officer;

(3) At any election held for the submission of a measure
to any voting constituency;

(4) At any primary election.

This section does not apply to elections where being reg-
istered to vote is not a prerequisite to voting. [2009 ¢ 369 §
4;2003 ¢ 111 § 133; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.04.010. Prior: 1955 ¢ 181
§ 8; prior: (i) 1933 ¢ 1 § 22, part; RRS § 5114-22, part. (ii)
1933 ¢ 1 § 23; RRS § 5114-23. See also 1935 ¢ 26 § 3; RRS
§ 5189. Formerly RCW 29.04.010.]

Overseas, service voters, same ballots as registered voters: RCW

294.40.010.

Subversive activities, disqualification from voting: RCW 9.81.040.

29A.04.216 County auditor—Duties—Exceptions.
(Effective until July 1, 2021.) The county auditor of each
county shall be ex officio the supervisor of all primaries and
elections, general or special, and it shall be the county audi-
tor's duty to provide places for holding such primaries and
elections; to provide the supplies and materials necessary for
the conduct of elections; and to publish and post notices of
calling such primaries and elections in the manner provided
by law. The auditor shall also apportion to each city, town, or
district, and to the state of Washington in the odd-numbered
year, its share of the expense of such primaries and elections.
This section does not apply to general or special elections for
any city, town, or district that is not subject to RCW
29A.04.321 and 29A.04.330, but all such elections must be
held and conducted at the time, in the manner, and by the offi-
cials (with such notice, requirements for filing for office, and
certifications by local officers) as provided and required by
the laws governing such elections. [2013 ¢ 11 § 7;2011 ¢ 10
§ 6;2004 c 271 § 104.]

Notice to registered poll voters—Elections by mail—2011 ¢ 10: See
note following RCW 29A.04.008.

29A.04.216 County auditor—Duties—Exceptions.
(Effective July 1, 2021.) The county auditor of each county
shall be ex officio the supervisor of all primaries and elec-
tions, general or special, and it shall be the county auditor's
duty to provide places for holding such primaries and elec-
tions; to provide the supplies and materials necessary for the
conduct of elections; and to publish and post notices of call-
ing such primaries and elections in the manner provided by
law. The auditor shall also apportion to the county, each city,
town, or district, and to the state of Washington, its share of
the expense of such primaries and elections. This section
does not apply to general or special elections for any city,
town, or district that is not subject to RCW 29A.04.321 and
29A.04.330, but all such elections must be held and con-

29A.04.223

ducted at the time, in the manner, and by the officials (with
such notice, requirements for filing for office, and certifica-
tions by local officers) as provided and required by the laws
governing such elections. State and federal offices are to be
considered one entity for purposes of election cost proration
and reimbursement. [2020 ¢ 337 § 3; 2013 ¢ 11 § 7; 2011 ¢
10 § 6; 2004 ¢ 271 § 104.]
Effective date—2020 ¢ 337: See note following RCW 29A.04.410.

Notice to registered poll voters—Elections by mail—2011 ¢ 10: See
note following RCW 29A.04.008.

29A.04.220 County auditor—Public notice of avail-
ability of services. The county auditor shall provide public
notice of the availability of registration and voting aids, assis-
tance to elderly and disabled persons, and procedures for vot-
ing calculated to reach elderly and disabled persons not later
than public notice of the closing of registration for a primary
or election. [2011 ¢ 10§ 7;2003 ¢ 111 § 135; 1999 ¢ 298 §
18; 1985 ¢ 205 § 10. Formerly RCW 29.57.140.]
Notice to registered poll voters—Elections by mail—2011 ¢ 10: See
note following RCW 29A.04.008.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.04.223 Vote by mail impacts on voters with dis-
abilities—Mitigation—Advisory committee, plan. (1) The
legislature finds that the elimination of polling places result-
ing from the transition to vote by mail creates barriers that
restrict the ability of many voters with disabilities from
achieving the independence and privacy in voting provided
by the accessible voting devices required under the help
America vote act. Counties must take appropriate steps to
mitigate these impacts and to address the obligation to pro-
vide voters with disabilities an equal opportunity to vote
independently and privately, to the extent that this can be
achieved without incurring undue administrative and finan-
cial burden.

(2) Each county shall establish and maintain an advisory
committee that includes persons with diverse disabilities and
persons with expertise in providing accommodations for per-
sons with disabilities. The committee shall assist election
officials in developing a plan to identify and implement
changes to improve the accessibility of elections for voters
with disabilities. The plan shall include recommendations for
the following:

(a) The number of voting centers that will be maintained
in order to ensure that people with disabilities have reason-
able access to accessible voting devices, and a written expla-
nation for how the determination was made;

(b) The locations of ballot drop-off facilities, voting cen-
ters, and other election-related functions necessary to maxi-
mize accessibility to persons with disabilities;

(c) Outreach to voters with disabilities on the availability
of disability accommodation, including in-person disability
access voting;

(d) Transportation of voting devices to locations conve-
nient for voters with disabilities in order to ensure reasonable
access for voters with disabilities; and

(e) Implementation of the provisions of the help America
vote act related to persons with disabilities.

Counties must update the plan at least annually. The
election review staff of the secretary of state shall review and
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evaluate the plan in conformance with the review procedure
identified in RCW 29A.04.570.

(3) Counties may form a joint advisory committee to
develop the plan identified in subsection (2) of this section if
no more than one of the participating counties has a popula-
tion greater than seventy thousand. [2011 ¢ 10 § 44; 2010 ¢
215 § 5;2006 ¢ 207 § 7. Formerly RCW 29A.46.260.]

Notice to registered poll voters—Elections by mail—2011 ¢ 10: See
note following RCW 29A.04.008.
Findings—2010 c 215: See note following RCW 50.40.071.

29A.04.230 Secretary of state as chief election officer.
The secretary of state through the election division shall be
the chief election officer for all federal, state, county, city,
town, and district elections that are subject to this title. The
secretary of state shall keep records of elections held for
which he or she is required by law to canvass the results,
make such records available to the public upon request, and
coordinate those state election activities required by federal
law. [2003 ¢ 111 § 137; 1994 ¢ 57 § 4; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.04.070.
Prior: 1963 ¢ 200 § 23; 1949 ¢ 161 § 12; Rem. Supp. 1949 §
5147-2. Formerly RCW 29.04.070.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.04.235 Election laws for county auditors. The
secretary of state shall ensure that each county auditor is pro-
vided with the most recent version of the election laws of the
state, as contained in this title. Where amendments have been
enacted after the last compilation of the election laws, he or
she shall ensure that each county auditor receives a copy of
those amendments before the next primary or election. [2011
c 10§ 8; 2003 ¢ 111 § 138; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.04.060. Prior: (i)
1907 ¢ 209 § 16; RRS § 5193. (ii) 1889 p 413 § 34; RRS §
5299. Formerly RCW 29.04.060.]

Notice to registered poll voters—Elections by mail—2011 ¢ 10: See
note following RCW 29A.04.008.

29A.04.250 Toll-free media and web page. The secre-
tary of state shall provide a toll-free media and web page
designed to allow voter communication with the office of the
secretary of state. [2003 ¢ 111 § 141. Prior: 2001 ¢ 41 § 5.
Formerly RCW 29.04.091.]

29A.04.255 Electronic documents—Acceptance. The
secretary of state or a county auditor shall accept and file in
his or her office electronic transmissions of the following
documents:

(1) Declarations of candidacy;

(2) County canvass reports;

(3) Voters' pamphlet statements;

(4) Arguments for and against ballot measures that will
appear in a voters' pamphlet;

(5) Requests for recounts;

(6) Certification of candidates and measures by the sec-
retary of state;

(7) Direction by the secretary of state for the conduct of
a recount;

(8) Requests for ballots;

(9) Any other election related document authorized by
rule adopted by the secretary of state under RCW
29A.04.611.

Title 29A RCW: Elections

The acceptance by the secretary of state or the county
auditor is conditional upon the document being filed in a
timely manner, being legible, and otherwise satisfying the
requirements of state law or rules with respect to form and
content.

The secretary may by rule require that the original of
any document, a copy of which is filed by electronic trans-
mission under this section, also be filed by a deadline estab-
lished by the secretary by rule. [2011 ¢ 349 § 1; 2011 c 348
§1;2011¢c10§9;2004 c266§5;2003c 111§ 142;1991c
186 § 1. Formerly RCW 29.04.230.]

Reviser's note: This section was amended by 2011 ¢ 10 § 9, 2011 ¢ 348
§ 1, and by 2011 ¢ 349 § 1, each without reference to the other. All amend-

ments are incorporated in the publication of this section under RCW
1.12.025(2). For rule of construction, sce RCW 1.12.025(1).

Effective date—2011 ¢ 349: "Except for sections 10 through 12, 21, 27,
28, and 30 of this act, this act takes effect January 1, 2012." [2011 ¢ 349 §
33)]

Notice to registered poll voters—Elections by mail—2011 ¢ 10: See
note following RCW 29A.04.008.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov
TIMES FOR HOLDING ELECTIONS

29A.04.311 Primaries. Primaries for general elections
to be held in November, and the election of precinct commit-
tee officers, must be held on the first Tuesday of the preced-
ing August. [2011 ¢ 349 § 2; 2006 c 344 § 1; 2004 ¢ 271 §
105.]
Effective date—2011 ¢ 349: See note following RCW 29A.04.255.
Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.04.321 State and local general elections—State-
wide general election—Exceptions—Special county elec-
tions. (1) All state, county, city, town, and district general
elections for the election of federal, state, legislative, judicial,
county, city, town, and district officers, and for the submis-
sion to the voters of the state, county, city, town, or district of
any measure for their adoption and approval or rejection,
shall be held on the first Tuesday after the first Monday of
November, in the year in which they may be called. A state-
wide general election shall be held on the first Tuesday after
the first Monday of November of each year. However, the
statewide general election held in odd-numbered years shall
be limited to (a) city, town, and district general elections as
provided for in RCW 29A.04.330, or as otherwise provided
by law; (b) the election of federal officers for the remainder
of any unexpired terms in the membership of either branch of
the Congress of the United States; (c) the election of state and
county officers for the remainder of any unexpired terms of
offices created by or whose duties are described in Article 11,
section 15, Article II1, sections 16, 17, 19, 20, 21, 22, and 23,
and Article IV, sections 3 and 5 of the state Constitution and
RCW 2.06.080; (d) the election of county officers in any
county governed by a charter containing provisions calling
for general county elections at this time; and (e) the approval
or rejection of state measures, including proposed constitu-
tional amendments, matters pertaining to any proposed con-
stitutional convention, initiative measures and referendum
measures proposed by the electorate, referendum bills, and
any other matter provided by the legislature for submission to
the electorate.



General Provisions

(2) A county legislative authority may call a special
county election by presenting a resolution to the county audi-
tor prior to the proposed election date. A special election
called by the county legislative authority shall be held on one
of the following dates as decided by such governing body:

(a) The second Tuesday in February;

(b) The fourth Tuesday in April;

(¢) The day of the primary as specified by RCW
29A.04.311; or

(d) The first Tuesday after the first Monday in Novem-
ber.

(3) A resolution calling for a special election on a date
set forth in subsection (2)(a) and (b) of this section must be
presented to the county auditor at least sixty days prior to the
election date. A resolution calling for a special election on a
date set forth in subsection (2)(c) of this section must be pre-
sented to the county auditor no later than the Friday immedi-
ately before the first day of regular candidate filing. A resolu-
tion calling for a special election on a date set forth in subsec-
tion (2)(d) of this section must be presented to the county
auditor no later than the day of the primary.

(4) In addition to the dates set forth in subsection (2)(a)
through (d) of this section, a special election to validate an
excess levy or bond issue may be called at any time to meet
the needs resulting from fire, flood, earthquake, or other act
of God. Such county special election shall be noticed and
conducted in the manner provided by law.

(5) This section shall supersede the provisions of any and
all other statutes, whether general or special in nature, having
different dates for such city, town, and district elections, the
purpose of this section being to establish mandatory dates for
holding elections. This section shall not be construed as fix-
ing the time for holding primary elections, or elections for the
recall of any elective public officer. [2015 ¢ 146 § 1; 2013 ¢
11 §8; 2011 ¢ 349 § 3; 2009 ¢ 413 § 2; (2009 c 413 § 1
expired July 1, 2011); 2006 ¢ 344 § 2; 2004 ¢ 271 § 106.]

Effective date—2011 ¢ 349: See note following RCW 29A.04.255.
Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.04.330 City, town, and district general and spe-
cial elections—Exceptions. (1) All city, town, and district
general elections shall be held throughout the state of Wash-
ington on the first Tuesday following the first Monday in
November in the odd-numbered years.

This section shall not apply to:

(a) Elections for the recall of any elective public officer;

(b) Public utility districts, conservation districts, or dis-
trict elections at which the ownership of property within
those districts is a prerequisite to voting, all of which elec-
tions shall be held at the times prescribed in the laws specifi-
cally applicable thereto;

(c) Consolidation proposals as provided for in RCW
28A.315.235 and nonhigh capital fund aid proposals as pro-
vided for in chapter 28 A.540 RCW; and

(d) Special flood control districts consisting of three or
more counties.

(2) The county auditor, as ex officio supervisor of elec-
tions, upon request in the form of a resolution of the govern-
ing body of a city, town, or district, presented to the auditor
prior to the proposed election date, shall call a special elec-
tion in such city, town, or district, and for the purpose of such

29A.04.330

special election he or she may combine, unite, or divide pre-
cincts. Such a special election shall be held on one of the fol-
lowing dates as decided by the governing body:

(a) The second Tuesday in February;

(b) The fourth Tuesday in April;

(¢) The day of the primary election as specified by RCW
29A.04.311; or

(d) The first Tuesday after the first Monday in Novem-
ber.

(3) A resolution calling for a special election on a date
set forth in subsection (2)(a) and (b) of this section must be
presented to the county auditor at least sixty days prior to the
election date. A resolution calling for a special election on a
date set forth in subsection (2)(c) of this section must be pre-
sented to the county auditor no later than the Friday immedi-
ately before the first day of regular candidate filing. A resolu-
tion calling for a special election on a date set forth in subsec-
tion (2)(d) of this section must be presented to the county
auditor no later than the day of the primary.

(4) In addition to subsection (2)(a) through (d) of this
section, a special election to validate an excess levy or bond
issue may be called at any time to meet the needs resulting
from fire, flood, earthquake, or other act of God, except that
no special election may be held between the first day for can-
didates to file for public office and the last day to certify the
returns of the general election other than as provided in sub-
section (2)(c) and (d) of this section. Such special election
shall be conducted and notice thereof given in the manner
provided by law.

(5) This section shall supersede the provisions of any and
all other statutes, whether general or special in nature, having
different dates for such city, town, and district elections, the
purpose of this section being to establish mandatory dates for
holding elections. [2015 ¢ 146 §2;2013 ¢ 11 §9;2011 ¢ 349
§ 4. Prior: 2009 ¢ 413 § 4; (2009 ¢ 413 § 3 expired July 1,
2011); 2009 c 144 § 3; 2006 c 344 § 3; 2004 c 266 § 6; 2003
c 111 § 145; 2002 ¢ 43 § 2; 1994 ¢ 142 § 2; 1992 ¢ 37 § 2;
1990 ¢ 33 § 562; 1989 ¢ 4 § 10 (Initiative Measure No. 99);
1986 ¢ 167 § 6; 1980 ¢ 3 § 2; 1975-'"76 2nd ex.s. ¢ 111 § 2;
1965 ¢ 123 § 3; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.13.020; prior: 1963 ¢ 200 § 1;
1955¢ 55§ 1;1951 ¢ 101 § 1; 1949 ¢ 161 § 1; 1927 ¢ 182 §
1;1923 ¢ 53 §2;1921 c 61 § 2; Rem. Supp. 1949 § 5144. For-
merly RCW 29.13.020.]

Effective date—2011 ¢ 349: See note following RCW 29A.04.255.

Intent—2002 ¢ 43: "The legislature finds that there are conflicting
interpretations as to the intent of the legislature in the enactment of chapter
305, Laws of 1999. The purpose of this act is to make statutory changes that
further clarify this intent.

It is the intent of the legislature that elections of conservation district
supervisors continue to be conducted under procedures in the conservation
district statutes, chapter 89.08 RCW, and that such elections not be con-
ducted under the general election laws contained in Title 29 RCW. Further,
it is the intent of the legislature that there be no change made with regard to
applicability of the public disclosure act, *chapter 42.17 RCW, to conserva-
tion district supervisors from those that existed before the enactment of chap-
ter 305, Laws of 1999." [2002 ¢ 43 § 1.]

*Reviser's note: Provisions in chapter 42.17 RCW relating to public
disclosure are recodified in chapter 42.56 RCW by 2005 ¢ 274.

Purpose—Statutory references—Severability—1990 ¢ 33: See RCW
28A.900.100 through 28A.900.102.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov



29A.04.340

29A.04.340 Elections in certain first-class school dis-
tricts. (1) In each county with a population of two hundred
ten thousand or more, first-class school districts containing a
city of the first-class shall hold their elections biennially as
provided in RCW 29A.04.330.

(2) Except as provided in RCW 28A.343.610, the direc-
tors to be elected may be elected for terms of six years and
until their successors are elected, qualified, and assume office
in accordance with *RCW 29A.20.040.

(3) If the board of directors of a school district pursuant
to subsection (1) of this section reduces the length of the term
of office for school directors in the district from six to four
years, the reduction in the length of term must not affect the
term of office of any incumbent director without his or her
consent, and a provision must be made to appropriately stag-
ger future elections of school directors. [2009 ¢ 107 § 4.]

*Reviser's note: RCW 29A.20.040 was recodified as RCW 29A.60.280
pursuant to 2013 ¢ 11 § 93.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

ELECTION COSTS

29A.04.410 Costs borne by constituencies. (Effective
until July 1, 2021.) Every city, town, and district is liable for
its proportionate share of the costs when such elections are
held in conjunction with other elections held under RCW
29A.04.321 and 29A.04.330.

Whenever any city, town, or district holds any primary
or election, general or special, on an isolated date, all costs of
such elections must be borne by the city, town, or district
concerned.

The purpose of this section is to clearly establish that the
county is not responsible for any costs involved in the hold-
ing of any city, town, or district election.

In recovering such election expenses, including a reason-
able pro-ration of administrative costs, the county auditor
shall certify the cost to the county treasurer with a copy to the
clerk or auditor of the city, town, or district concerned. Upon
receipt of such certification, the county treasurer shall make
the transfer from any available and appropriate city, town, or
district funds to the county current expense fund or to the
county election reserve fund if such a fund is established.
Each city, town, or district must be promptly notified by the
county treasurer whenever such transfer has been completed.
However, in those districts wherein a treasurer, other than the
county treasurer, has been appointed such transfer procedure
does not apply, but the district shall promptly issue its war-
rant for payment of election costs. [2013 ¢ 11 § 10; 2003 ¢
111 § 146; 1965 ¢ 123 § 5; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.13.045. Prior: 1963
¢ 200§ 7; 1951 ¢ 257 § 5. Formerly RCW 29.13.045.]

Diking districts, election to authorize, costs: RCW 85.38.060.

Diking or drainage district, reorganization into improvement district
1917 act, election to authorize: RCW 85.38.060.
1933 act, election to authorize: RCW 85.38.060.

Expense of printing and mailing ballots, envelopes, and instructions: RCW
294.36.220.

Port districts, formation of, election on, expense of: RCW 53.04.070.
Public utility district elections, expense of: RCW 54.08.041.

Reclamation districts of one million acres, election to form, expense: RCW
89.30.115.

Soil and water conservation district, election to form, expense: RCW
89.08.140.

Title 29A RCW: Elections

Water-sewer districts
annexation of territory by, election on, expense: RCW 57.24.050.
formation of, expense: RCW 57.04.055.

29A.04.410 Costs borne by constituencies. (Effective
July 1, 2021.) Every county, city, town, and district, and the
state is liable for its proportionate share of the costs when
such elections are held in conjunction with other elections
held under RCW 29A.04.321 and 29A.04.330.

Whenever any county, city, town, or district, or the state
holds any primary or election, general or special, on an iso-
lated date, all costs of such elections must be borne by the
county, city, town, or district concerned, or the state as appro-
priate.

The purpose of this section is to clearly establish that the
county is not responsible for any costs involved in the hold-
ing of any city, town, district, state, or federal election.

In recovering such election expenses, including a reason-
able proration of administrative costs, the county auditor
shall certify the cost to the county treasurer with a copy to the
clerk or auditor of the city, town, or district concerned, or the
secretary of state as appropriate. Upon receipt of such certifi-
cation relating to a city, town, or district, the county treasurer
shall make the transfer from any available and appropriate
city, town, or district funds to the county current expense
fund or to the county election reserve fund if such a fund is
established. Each city, town, or district must be promptly
notified by the county treasurer whenever such transfer has
been completed. However, in those districts wherein a trea-
surer, other than the county treasurer, has been appointed
such transfer procedure does not apply, but the district shall
promptly issue its warrant for payment of election costs. State
and federal offices are to be considered one entity for pur-
poses of election cost proration and reimbursement. [2020 ¢
337§ 1;2013 ¢ 11 § 10; 2003 ¢ 111 § 146; 1965 ¢ 123 § 5;
1965 ¢ 9 § 29.13.045. Prior: 1963 ¢ 200 § 7; 1951 ¢ 257 § 5.
Formerly RCW 29.13.045.]

Effective date—2020 ¢ 337: "This act takes effect July 1, 2021." [2020
c3378§7]

Diking districts, election to authorize, costs: RCW 85.38.060.
Diking or drainage district, reorganization into improvement district

1917 act, election to authorize: RCW 85.38.060.
1933 act, election to authorize: RCW 85.38.060.

Expense of printing and mailing ballots, envelopes, and instructions: RCW
294.36.220.

Port districts, formation of, election on, expense of- RCW 53.04.070.

Public utility district elections, expense of: RCW 54.08.041.

Reclamation districts of one million acres, election to form, expense: RCW
89.30.115.

Soil and water conservation district, election to form, expense: RCW
89.08.140.
Water-sewer districts

annexation of territory by, election on, expense: RCW 57.24.050.
formation of, expense: RCW 57.04.055.

29A.04.420 State share. (Effective until July 1, 2021.)
(1) Whenever state officers or measures are voted upon at a
state primary or general election held in an odd-numbered
year under RCW 29A.04.321, the state of Washington shall
assume a prorated share of the costs of that state primary or
general election.
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(2) The state shall reimburse counties for the cost of
return postage, required to be included on return envelopes
pursuant to RCW 29A.40.091, for all elections.

(3) Whenever a primary or vacancy election is held to fill
a vacancy in the position of United States senator or United
States representative under chapter 29A.28 RCW, the state of
Washington shall assume a prorated share of the costs of that
primary or vacancy election.

(4) The county auditor shall apportion the state's share of
these expenses when prorating election costs under RCW
29A.04.410 and shall file such expense claims with the secre-
tary of state.

(5) The secretary of state shall include in his or her bien-
nial budget requests sufficient funds to carry out this section.
Reimbursements for election costs shall be from appropria-
tions specifically provided by law for that purpose. [2019 ¢
161 §2;2013 ¢ 11§ 11;2003 ¢ 111 § 147. Prior: 1985 c 45 §
2; 1977 ex.s.c 144 § 4;1975-'76 2nd ex.s.c4 § 1; 1973 c 4 §
2. Formerly RCW 29.13.047.]

Findings—Effective date—2019 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW
29A.40.091.

Legislative intent—1985 ¢ 45: "It is the intention of the legislature that
sections 2 through 7 of this act shall provide an orderly and predictable elec-
tion procedure for filling vacancies in the offices of United States represen-
tative and United States senator." [1985 ¢ 45 § 1.]

29A.04.420 State share. (Effective July 1, 2021.) (1)
Whenever federal officers, state officers, or measures are
voted upon at a state primary or general election held under
RCW 29A.04.321, the state of Washington shall assume a
prorated share of the costs of that state primary or general
election for the federal and state offices and measures,
including the prorated cost of return postage, required to be
included on return envelopes pursuant to RCW 29A.40.091.

(2) Whenever a primary or vacancy election is held to fill
a vacancy in the position of United States senator or United
States representative under chapter 29A.28 RCW, the state of
Washington shall assume a prorated share of the costs of that
primary or vacancy election.

(3) The county auditor shall apportion the state's share of
these expenses when prorating election costs under RCW
29A.04.410 and in accordance with the state budgeting,
accounting, and reporting system, shall file such expense
claims with the secretary of state.

(4) The secretary of state shall include in his or her bien-
nial budget requests sufficient funds to carry out this section.
Reimbursements for election costs shall be from appropria-
tions specifically provided by law for that purpose.

(5) State and federal offices are to be considered one
entity for purposes of election cost proration and reimburse-
ment. [2020 ¢ 337 § 2;2019c 161 §2;2013c 11 § 11; 2003
c 111 § 147. Prior: 1985 c 45 § 2; 1977 ex.s. ¢ 144 § 4; 1975-
'"76 2nd ex.s.c4 § 1; 1973 ¢4 § 2. Formerly RCW 29.13.047.]

Effective date—2020 ¢ 337: See note following RCW 29A.04.410.

Findings—Effective date—2019 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW
29A.40.091.

Legislative intent—1985 ¢ 45: "It is the intention of the legislature that
sections 2 through 7 of this act shall provide an orderly and predictable elec-
tion procedure for filling vacancies in the offices of United States represen-
tative and United States senator." [1985 ¢ 45 § 1.]

29A.04.440

29A.04.430 Interest on reimbursement. (Effective
until July 1, 2021.) For any reimbursement of election costs
under RCW 29A.04.420, the secretary of state shall pay inter-
est at an annual rate equal to two percentage points in excess
of the discount rate on ninety-day commercial paper in effect
at the federal reserve bank in San Francisco on the fifteenth
day of the month immediately preceding the payment for any
period of time in excess of thirty days after the receipt of a
properly executed and documented voucher for such
expenses and the entry of an allotment from specifically
appropriated funds for this purpose. The secretary of state
shall promptly notify any county that submits an incomplete
or inaccurate voucher for reimbursement under RCW
29A.04.420. [2003 ¢ 111 § 148; 1986 ¢ 167 § 7. Formerly
RCW 29.13.048.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.04.430 Reimbursement payment—Availability
of funds. (Effective July 1, 2021.) (1) For any reimburse-
ment of election costs under RCW 29A.04.420, the secretary
of state shall pay within thirty days after the receipt of a prop-
erly executed and documented voucher for such expenses and
the entry of an allotment from specifically appropriated funds
for this purpose until those funds are exhausted. If funds
appropriated for this purpose are not sufficient to pay all
claims, the secretary of state shall include a budget request to
the legislature during the next legislative session for suffi-
cient funds for reimbursement of all remaining claims and
shall pay all properly executed and documented vouchers to
the counties within thirty days of allotment of specifically
appropriated funds for this purpose. The secretary of state
shall promptly notify any county that submits an incomplete
or inaccurate voucher for reimbursement under RCW
29A.04.420.

(2) Funding provided in this section to counties for elec-
tion costs in even-numbered years is retrospective and pro-
spective reimbursement under RCW 43.135.060 for any new
or increased responsibilities under this title. [2020 ¢ 337 § 4;
2003 c 111 § 148; 1986 ¢ 167 § 7. Formerly RCW
29.13.048.]

Effective date—2020 ¢ 337: See note following RCW 29A.04.410.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.04.440 Election account. (1) The election account
is created in the state treasury.

(2) The following receipts must be deposited into the
account:
Amounts received from the federal government under Public
Law 107-252 (October 29, 2002), known as the "Help Amer-
ica Vote Act 0f2002," including any amounts received under
subsequent amendments to the act;
amounts appropriated or otherwise made available by the
state legislature for the purposes of carrying out activities for
which federal funds are provided to the state under Public
Law 107-252, including any amounts received under subse-
quent amendments to the act;
and such other amounts as may be appropriated by the legis-
lature to the account.

(3) Moneys in the account may be spent only after appro-
priation. Expenditures from the account may be made only to
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29A.04.450

facilitate the implementation of Public Law 107-252. [2004
¢ 266 § 2. Prior: 2003 ¢ 48 § 1. Formerly RCW 29.04.260.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.04.450 Local government grant program. The
secretary of state shall establish a competitive local govern-
ment grant program to solicit and prioritize project proposals
from county election offices. Potential projects [project] pro-
posals must be new projects designed to help the county elec-
tion office comply with the requirements of the Help Amer-
ica Vote Act (P.L. 107-252). Grant funds will not be allo-
cated to fund existing statutory functions of local elections
[election] offices, and in order to be eligible for a grant, local
election offices must maintain an elections budget at or above
the local elections budget by July 1, 2004. [2004 ¢ 267 §
201.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.04.460 Grant program—Administration. The
secretary of state will administer the grant program and dis-
burse funds from the election account established in the state
treasury by the legislature in chapter 48, Laws of 2003. Only
grant proposals from local government election offices will
be reviewed. The secretary of state and any local government
grant recipient shall enter into an agreement outlining the
terms of the grant and a payment schedule. The payment
schedule may allow the secretary of state to make payments
directly to vendors contracted by the local government elec-
tion office from Help America Vote Act (P.L. 107-252)
funds. The secretary of state shall adopt any rules necessary
to facilitate this section. [2004 ¢ 267 § 202.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.04.470 Grant program—Adyvisory committee.
(1) The secretary of state shall create an advisory committee
and adopt rules governing project eligibility, evaluation,
awarding of grants, and other criteria for administering the
local government grant program, which may include a prefer-
ence for grants that include a match of local funds.

(2) The advisory committee shall review grant proposals
and establish a prioritized list of projects to be considered for
funding by the third Tuesday in May of each year beginning
in 2004 and continuing as long as funds in the election
account established by RCW 29A.04.440 are available. The
grant award may have an effective date other than the date the
project is placed on the prioritized list, including money spent
previously by the county that would qualify for reimburse-
ment under the Help America Vote Act (P.L. 107-252).

(3) Examples of projects that would be eligible for local
government grant funding include, but are not limited to the
following:

(a) Replacement or upgrade of voting equipment, includ-
ing the replacement of punch card voting systems;

(b) Purchase of additional voting equipment, including
the purchase of equipment to meet the disability requirements
of the Help America Vote Act (P.L. 107-252);

(c) Purchase of new election management system hard-
ware and software capable of integrating with the statewide
voter registration system required by the Help America Vote
Act (P.L. 107-252);
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(d) Development and production of election worker
training materials;

(e) Voter education programs;

(f) Publication of a local voters' pamphlet;

(g) Toll-free access system to provide notice of the out-
come of provisional ballots; and

(h) Training for local election officials. [2011 ¢ 10 § 10;
2004 ¢ 267 § 203.]

Notice to registered poll voters—Elections by mail-—2011 ¢ 10: See

note following RCW 29A.04.008.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

ADMINISTRATION

29A.04.510 Election administration and certification
board—Generally. (1) The Washington state election
administration and certification board is established and has
the responsibilities and authorities prescribed by this chapter.
The board is composed of the following members:

(a) The secretary of state or the secretary's designee;

(b) The state director of elections or the director's desig-
nee;

(c) Four county auditors appointed by the Washington
state association of county auditors or their alternates who are
county auditors designated by the association to serve as such
alternates, each appointee and alternate to serve at the plea-
sure of the association;

(d) One member from each of the two largest political
party caucuses of the house of representatives designated by
and serving at the pleasure of the legislative leader of the
respective caucus;

(e) One member from each of the two largest political
party caucuses of the senate designated by and serving at the
pleasure of the legislative leader of the respective caucus; and

(f) One representative from each major political party,
designated by and serving at the pleasure of the chair of the
party's state central committee.

(2) The board shall elect a chair from among its number;
however, neither the secretary of state nor the state director of
elections nor their designees may serve as the chair of the
board. A majority of the members appointed to the board
constitutes a quorum for conducting the business of the
board. Chapter 42.30 RCW, the Open Public Meetings Act,
and RCW 42.30.035 regarding minutes of meetings, apply to
the meetings of the board.

(3) Members of the board shall serve without compensa-
tion. The secretary of state shall reimburse members of the
board, other than those who are members of the legislature,
for travel expenses in accordance with RCW 43.03.050 and
43.03.060. Members of the board who are members of the
legislature shall be reimbursed as provided in chapter 44.04
RCW. [2017 3rd sp.s. ¢ 25 § 31; 2003 ¢ 111 § 149; 1992 ¢
163 § 3. Formerly RCW 29.60.010.]

29A.04.520 Appeals. The board created in RCW
29A.04.510 shall review appeals filed under RCW
29A.04.550 or 29A.04.570. A decision of the board regarding
the appeal must be supported by not less than a majority of
the members appointed to the board. A decision of the board
regarding an appeal filed under RCW 29A.04.570 concerning
an election review conducted under that section is final. If a
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decision of the board regarding an appeal filed under RCW
29A.04.550 includes a recommendation that a certificate be
issued, the secretary of state, upon the recommendation of the
board, shall issue the certificate. [2003 ¢ 111 § 150.]

29A.04.525 Complaint procedures. The state-based
administrative complaint procedures required in the Help
America Vote Act (P.L. 107-252) and detailed in administra-
tive rule apply to all primary, general, and special elections
administered under this title. [2004 ¢ 267 § 401.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.04.530 Duties of secretary of state. The secretary
of state shall:

(1) Establish and operate, or provide by contract, training
and certification programs for state and county elections
administration officials and personnel, including training on
election laws, the various types of election law violations,
and discrimination;

(2) Administer tests for state and county officials and
personnel who have received such training and issue certifi-
cates to those who have successfully completed the training
and passed such tests;

(3) Maintain a record of those individuals who have
received such training and certificates; and

(4) Provide the staffing and support services required by
the board created under RCW 29A.04.510. [2009 ¢ 415 § §;
2006 ¢ 206 § 1;2005 ¢ 243 §2;2003 ¢ 111 § 151. Prior: 2001
c41§11; 1992 ¢ 163 § 5. Formerly RCW 29.60.030.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.04.540 Training of administrators. A person
having responsibility for the administration or conduct of
elections shall, within eighteen months of undertaking those
responsibilities, receive general training regarding the con-
duct of elections and specific training regarding their respon-
sibilities and duties as prescribed by this title or by rules
adopted by the secretary of state under this title. Included
among those persons for whom such training is mandatory
are the following:

(1) Secretary of state elections division personnel;

(2) County elections administrators under RCW
36.22.220; and

(3) Any other person or group charged with election
administration responsibilities if the person or group is desig-
nated by rule adopted by the secretary of state as requiring the
training.

Neither this section nor RCW 29A.04.530 may be con-
strued as requiring an elected official to receive training or a
certificate of training as a condition for seeking or holding
elective office or as a condition for carrying out constitu-
tional duties. [2011 ¢ 10 § 11;2009 c 415 § 9; 2003 ¢ 111 §
152; 1992 ¢ 163 § 6. Formerly RCW 29.60.040.]

Notice to registered poll voters—Elections by mail—2011 ¢ 10: See
note following RCW 29A.04.008.
Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.04.550 Denial of certification—Review and
appeal. (1) A decision of the secretary of state to deny certi-
fication under RCW 29A.04.530 must be entered in the man-
ner specified for orders under the Administrative Procedure

29A.04.570

Act, chapter 34.05 RCW. Such a decision is not effective for
a period of twenty days following the date of the decision,
during which time the person denied certification may file a
petition with the secretary of state requesting the secretary to
reconsider the decision and to grant certification. The peti-
tioner shall include in the petition, an explanation of the rea-
sons why the initial decision is incorrect and certification
should be granted, and may include a request for a hearing on
the matter. The secretary of state shall reconsider the matter
if the petition is filed in a proper and timely manner. If a hear-
ing is requested, the secretary of state shall conduct the hear-
ing within sixty days after the date on which the petition is
filed. The secretary of state shall render a final decision on
the matter within ninety days after the date on which the peti-
tion is filed.

(2) Within twenty days after the date on which the secre-
tary of state makes a final decision denying a petition under
this section, the petitioner may appeal the denial to the board
created in RCW 29A.04.510. In deciding appeals, the board
shall restrict its review to the record established when the
matter was before the secretary of state. The board shall
affirm the decision if it finds that the record supports the deci-
sion and that the decision is not inconsistent with other deci-
sions of the secretary of state in which the same standards
were applied and certification was granted. Similarly, the
board shall reverse the decision and recommend to the secre-
tary of state that certification be granted if the board finds that
such support is lacking or that such inconsistency exists.

(3) Judicial review of certification decisions will be as
prescribed under RCW 34.05.510 through 34.05.598, but is
limited to the review of board decisions denying certification.
[2003 ¢ 111 § 153; 1992 ¢ 163 § 7. Formerly RCW
29.60.050.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.04.560 Election review section. An election
review section is established in the elections division of the
office of the secretary of state. Permanent staff of the elec-
tions division, trained and certified as required by RCW
29A.04.540, shall perform the election review functions pre-
scribed by RCW 29A.04.570. The staff may also be required
to assist in training, certification, and other duties as may be
assigned by the secretary of state to ensure the uniform and
orderly conduct of elections in this state. [2003 ¢ 111 § 154.
Prior: 1992 ¢ 163 § 8. Formerly RCW 29.60.060.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.04.570 Review of county election procedures.
(1)(a) The election review staff of the office of the secretary
of state shall conduct a review of election-related policies,
procedures, and practices in an affected county or counties:

(i) If the unofficial returns of a primary or general elec-
tion for a position in the state legislature indicate that a man-
datory recount is likely for that position; or

(i1) If unofficial returns indicate a mandatory recount is
likely in a statewide election or an election for federal office.

Reviews conducted under (a)(ii) of this subsection shall
be performed in as many selected counties as time and staff-
ing permit. Reviews conducted as a result of mandatory
recounts shall be performed between the time the unofficial

11
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returns are complete and the time the recount is to take place,
if possible.

(b) In addition to conducting reviews under (a) of this
subsection, the election review staff shall also conduct such a
review in a county at least once every five years, in conjunc-
tion with a county primary or special or general election, at
the direction of the secretary of state or at the request of the
county auditor. If staffing or budget levels do not permit a
five-year election cycle for reviews, then reviews must be
done as often as possible. If any resident of this state believes
that an aspect of a primary or election has been conducted
inappropriately in a county, the resident may file a complaint
with the secretary of state. The secretary shall consider such
complaints in scheduling periodic reviews under this section.

(c) Before an election review is conducted in a county,
the secretary of state shall provide the county auditor of the
affected county and the chair of the state central committee of
each major political party with notice that the review is to be
conducted. When a periodic review is to be conducted in a
county at the direction of the secretary of state under (b) of
this subsection, the secretary shall provide the affected
county auditor not less than thirty days' notice.

(2) Reviews shall be conducted in conformance with
rules adopted under RCW 29A.04.630. In performing a
review in a county under this chapter, the election review
staff shall evaluate the policies and procedures established
for conducting the primary or election in the county and the
practices of those conducting it. As part of the review, the
election review staff shall issue to the county auditor and the
members of the county canvassing board a report of its find-
ings and recommendations regarding such policies, proce-
dures, and practices. A review conducted under this chapter
shall not include any evaluation, finding, or recommendation
regarding the validity of the outcome of a primary or election
or the validity of any canvass of returns nor does the election
review staff have any jurisdiction to make such an evaluation,
finding, or recommendation under this title.

(3) The county auditor or the county canvassing board
shall respond to the review report in writing, listing the steps
that will be taken to correct any problems listed in the report.
Within one year of issuance of the response provided by the
county auditor or county canvassing board, the secretary of
state shall verify that the county has taken the steps to correct
the problems noted in the report.

(4) The county auditor of the county in which a review is
conducted under this section or a member of the canvassing
board of the county may appeal the findings or recommenda-
tions of the election review staff regarding the review by fil-
ing an appeal with the board created under RCW 29A.04.510.
[2009 ¢ 415 § 10; 2005 ¢ 240 § 1; 2003 ¢ 111 § 155. Prior:
1997 ¢ 284 § 1; 1992 ¢ 163 § 9. Formerly RCW 29.60.070.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.04.575 Visits to elections offices, facilities. The
secretary of state, or any staff of the elections division of the
office of secretary of state, may make unannounced on-site
visits to county election offices and facilities to observe the
handling, processing, counting, or tabulation of ballots.
[2004 ¢ 266 § 1. Prior: 2003 ¢ 109 § 1. Formerly RCW
29.04.075.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov
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29A.04.580 County auditor and review staff. The
county auditor may designate any person who has been certi-
fied under this chapter, other than the auditor, to participate in
a review conducted in the county under this chapter. Each
county auditor and canvassing board shall cooperate fully
during an election review by making available to the review-
ing staff any material requested by the staff. The reviewing
staff shall have full access to the county's election material. If
ballots are reviewed by the staff, they shall be reviewed in the
presence of the canvassing board or its designees. Ballots
shall not leave the custody of the canvassing board. During
the review and after its completion, the review staff may
make appropriate recommendations to the county auditor or
canvassing board, or both, to bring the county into compli-
ance with the training required under this chapter, and the
laws or rules of the state of Washington, to safeguard election
material or to preserve the integrity of the elections process.
[2011 ¢ 10 § 12; 2003 ¢ 111 § 156. Prior: 1992 ¢ 163 § 10.
Formerly RCW 29.60.080.]

Notice to registered poll voters—Elections by mail-—2011 ¢ 10: See
note following RCW 29A.04.008.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.04.590 Election assistance and clearinghouse
program. The secretary of state shall establish within the
elections division an election assistance and clearinghouse
program, which shall provide regular communication
between the secretary of state, local election officials, and
major and minor political parties regarding newly enacted
elections legislation, relevant judicial decisions affecting the
administration of elections, and applicable attorney general
opinions, and which shall respond to inquiries from elections
administrators, political parties, and others regarding election
information. This section does not empower the secretary of
state to offer legal advice or opinions, but the secretary may
discuss the construction or interpretation of election law, case
law, or legal opinions from the attorney general or other com-
petent legal authority. [2003 ¢ 111 § 157. Prior: 1992 ¢ 163
§ 11. Formerly RCW 29.60.090.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

RULE-MAKING AUTHORITY

29A.04.611 Rules by secretary of state. The secretary
of state as chief election officer shall make reasonable rules
in accordance with chapter 34.05 RCW not inconsistent with
the federal and state election laws to effectuate any provision
of this title and to facilitate the execution of its provisions in
an orderly, timely, and uniform manner relating to any fed-
eral, state, county, city, town, and district elections. To that
end the secretary shall assist local election officers by devis-
ing uniform forms and procedures.

In addition to the rule-making authority granted other-
wise by this section, the secretary of state shall make rules
governing the following provisions:

(1) The maintenance of voter registration records;

(2) The preparation, maintenance, distribution, review,
and filing of precinct maps;

(3) Standards for the design, layout, and production of
ballots;
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(4) The examination and testing of voting systems for
certification;

(5) The source and scope of independent evaluations of
voting systems that may be relied upon in certifying voting
systems for use in this state;

(6) Standards and procedures for the acceptance testing
of voting systems by counties;

(7) Standards and procedures for testing the program-
ming of vote tallying software for specific primaries and
elections;

(8) Standards and procedures for the preparation and use
of each type of certified voting system including procedures
for the operation of counting centers where vote tallying sys-
tems are used;

(9) Standards and procedures to ensure the accurate tab-
ulation and canvassing of ballots;

(10) Consistency among the counties of the state in the
preparation of ballots, the operation of vote tallying systems,
and the canvassing of primaries and elections;

(11) Procedures to ensure the secrecy of a voter's ballot
when a small number of ballots are counted;

(12) The use of substitute devices or means of voting
when a voting device is found to be defective, the counting of
votes cast on the defective device, the counting of votes cast
on the substitute device, and the documentation that must be
submitted to the county auditor regarding such circum-
stances;

(13) Procedures for the transportation of sealed contain-
ers of voted ballots or sealed voting devices;

(14) The acceptance and filing of documents via elec-
tronic transmission;

(15) Voter registration applications and records;

(16) The use of voter registration information in the con-
duct of elections;

(17) The coordination, delivery, and processing of voter
registration records accepted by driver licensing agents or the
department of licensing;

(18) The coordination, delivery, and processing of voter
registration records accepted by agencies designated by the
governor to provide voter registration services;

(19) Procedures to receive and distribute voter registra-
tion applications by mail;

(20) Procedures for a voter to change his or her voter reg-
istration address within a county by telephone;

(21) Procedures for a voter to change the name under
which he or she is registered to vote;

(22) Procedures for canceling dual voter registration
records and for maintaining records of persons whose voter
registrations have been canceled;

(23) Procedures for the electronic transfer of voter regis-
tration records between county auditors and the office of the
secretary of state;

(24) Procedures and forms for declarations of candidacy;

(25) Procedures and requirements for the acceptance and
filing of declarations of candidacy by electronic means;

(26) Procedures for the circumstance in which two or
more candidates have a name similar in sound or spelling so
as to cause confusion for the voter;

(27) Filing for office;

(28) The order of positions and offices on a ballot;

(29) Sample ballots;

29A.04.611

(30) Independent evaluations of voting systems;

(31) The testing, approval, and certification of voting
systems;

(32) The testing of vote tallying software programming;

(33) Standards and procedures to prevent fraud and to
facilitate the accurate processing and canvassing of ballots,
including standards for the approval and implementation of
hardware and software for automated signature verification
systems;

(34) Standards and procedures to guarantee the secrecy
of ballots;

(35) Uniformity among the counties of the state in the
conduct of elections;

(36) Standards and procedures to accommodate overseas
voters and service voters;

(37) The tabulation of paper ballots;

(38) The accessibility of voting centers;

(39) The aggregation of precinct results if reporting the
results of a single precinct could jeopardize the secrecy of a
person's ballot;

(40) Procedures for conducting a statutory recount;

(41) Procedures for filling vacancies in congressional
offices if the general statutory time requirements for avail-
ability of ballots, certification, canvassing, and related proce-
dures cannot be met;

(42) Procedures for the statistical sampling of signatures
for purposes of verifying and canvassing signatures on initia-
tive, referendum, and recall election petitions;

(43) Standards and deadlines for submitting material to
the office of the secretary of state for the voters' pamphlet;

(44) Deadlines for the filing of ballot titles for referen-
dum bills and constitutional amendments if none have been
provided by the legislature;

(45) Procedures for the publication of a state voters'
pamphlet;

(46) Procedures for conducting special elections regard-
ing nuclear waste sites if the general statutory time require-
ments for availability of ballots, certification, canvassing,
and related procedures cannot be met;

(47) Procedures for conducting partisan primary elec-
tions;

(48) Standards and procedures for the proper conduct of
voting on accessible voting devices;

(49) Standards for voting technology and systems used
by the state or any political subdivision to be accessible for
individuals with disabilities, including nonvisual accessibil-
ity for the blind and visually impaired, in a manner that pro-
vides the same opportunity for access and participation,
including privacy and independence, as other voters;

(50) All data formats for transferring voter registration
data on electronic or machine-readable media for the purpose
of administering the statewide voter registration list required
by the Help America Vote Act (P.L. 107-252);

(51) Defining the interaction of electronic voter registra-
tion election management systems employed by each county
auditor to maintain a local copy of each county's portion of
the official state list of registered voters;

(52) Provisions and procedures to implement the state-
based administrative complaint procedure as required by the
Help America Vote Act (P.L. 107-252);

13
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(53) Facilitating the payment of local government grants
to local government election officers or vendors; and

(54) Standards for the verification of signatures on ballot
declarations. [2011 ¢ 10 § 13; 2009 ¢ 369 § 5. Prior: 2006 ¢
207 § 1; 2006 ¢ 206 § 2; 2004 ¢ 271 § 151.]

Notice to registered poll voters—Elections by mail—2011 ¢ 10: See
note following RCW 29A.04.008.

29A.04.620 Rules. The secretary of state as chief elec-
tion officer may make rules in accordance with chapter 34.05
RCW to facilitate the operation, accomplishment, and pur-
pose of the presidential primary authorized in RCW
*29A.56.010 through 29A.56.060. The secretary of state
shall adopt rules consistent with this chapter to comply with
national or state political party rules. [2003 ¢ 111 § 162;
1995 1st sp.s. ¢ 20 § 4; 1989 ¢ 4 § 7 (Initiative Measure No.
99). Formerly RCW 29.19.070.]

*Reviser's note: RCW 29A.56.010 was decodified pursuant to 2019 ¢ 7
§ 8.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.04.630 Joint powers and duties with board. (1)
The secretary of state and the board created in RCW
29A.04.510 shall jointly adopt rules, in the manner specified
for the adoption of rules under the Administrative Procedure
Act, chapter 34.05 RCW, governing:

(a) The training of persons officially designated by major
political parties as elections observers under this title, and the
training and certification of election administration officials
and personnel;

(b) The policies and procedures for conducting election
reviews under RCW 29A.04.570; and

(¢) The policies and standards to be used by the board in
reviewing and rendering decisions regarding appeals filed
under RCW 29A.04.570.

(2) The board created in RCW 29A.04.510 may adopt
rules governing its procedures. [2003 ¢ 111 § 163; 1992 ¢
163 § 4. Formerly RCW 29.60.020.]

CONSTRUCTION

29A.04.900 Continuation of existing law. The provi-
sions of this title insofar as they are substantially the same as
statutory provisions repealed by this chapter, and relating to
the same subject matter, shall be construed as restatements
and continuations, and not as new enactments. [2003 ¢ 111 §
158. Prior: 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.98.010. Formerly RCW 29.98.010.]

29A.04.901 Headings and captions not part of law.
Chapter headings, part, subpart, and section or subsection
captions, as used in this title do not constitute any part of the
law. [2003 ¢ 111 § 159; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.98.020. Formerly
RCW 29.98.020.]

29A.04.902 Invalidity of part not to affect remainder.
If any provision of this title, or its application to any person
or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of the title, or
the application of the provision to other persons or circum-
stances is not affected. [2003 ¢ 111 § 160. Prior: 1965 ¢ 9 §
29.98.030. Formerly RCW 29.98.030.]
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Chapter 29A.05 RCW

GOVERNMENT OF, BY, AND FOR THE PEOPLE
ACT

Sections

29A.05.010
29A.05.020
29A.05.030
29A.05.040
29A.05.050
29A.05.060
29A.05.070
29A.05.900

Short title—2017 ¢ 1 (Initiative Measure No. 735).

Intent.

Findings.

Joint resolution for amendment to United States Constitution.
Recommendation to congress.

Recommendation to state legislature.

Secretary of state to deliver copies.

Construction—2017 ¢ 1 (Initiative Measure No. 735).

29A.05.010 Short title—2017 c 1 (Initiative Measure
No. 735). Chapter 1, Laws of 2017 is known and may be
cited as the "government of, by, and for the people act."
[2017 ¢ 1 § 9 (Initiative Measure No. 735, approved Novem-
ber 8, 2016).]

29A.05.020 Intent. Chapter 1, Laws of 2017 declares
that the people of Washington state support amending the
Constitution of the United States to eliminate the undue influ-
ence of concentrated money and political power on elections
and governmental policy. The amendment would overturn
decisions by the supreme court of the United States extending
constitutional rights to corporations and other artificial legal
entities as well as those decisions equating the spending of
money with free speech. It also provides for the regulation
and disclosure of political contributions and spending. [2017
c 1§ 1 (Initiative Measure No. 735, approved November 8§,
2016).]

29A.05.030 Findings. (1) Free and fair elections, as
well as honest representation, are essential to self-determina-
tion and self-governance as described in the Declaration of
Independence and established in the Constitution of the
United States.

(2) The American people have lost faith in the political
process because their voices are not heard and their interests
are not represented. Thus, an ever smaller percentage of
Americans is motivated to vote.

(3) The U.S. Constitution makes no mention of corpora-
tions or other artificial entities; there are no provisions
extending rights to such entities. However, through a series
of decisions equating a "corporation" with a "person," the
U.S. supreme court extended to corporations the constitu-
tional rights and protections intended for people only.

(4) Unlike human beings, corporations can exist in per-
petuity and in many countries at the same time. As a result
many large corporations, both foreign and domestic, invest in
campaigns to invalidate or bypass regulatory law intended to
protect the public. Thus, corporate participation in the politi-
cal process often conflicts with the public interest.

(5) Money is property; it is not speech. Nowhere in the
U.S. Constitution is money equated with speech. Because
advertising is limited and costly, equating the spending of
money with free speech gives those with the most money the
most speech.

(6) Whenever special interests, including very wealthy
individuals, are able to spend unlimited amounts of money on
political speech, candidates and officeholders can be cor-
rupted and intimidated, and the free speech of most citizens is



Voters and Registration

drowned out and denied. Monopolizing public speech neither
promotes nor protects free speech.

(7) Anonymous contributions and spending for political
gain promote dishonesty and corruption, preventing voters
from assessing the motives of the speaker. The public must
be able to hold funders of political speech accountable when
their messages prove false or misleading. Full and prompt
disclosure of funding sources is essential to an informed elec-
torate, fair elections, and effective governance.

(8) Article V of the U.S. Constitution empowers the peo-
ple and the states to use the amendment process to correct
egregious decisions by the U.S. supreme court that subvert
our representative government. [2017 ¢ 1 § 2 (Initiative Mea-
sure No. 735, approved November 8, 2016).]

29A.05.040 Joint resolution for amendment to
United States Constitution. The voters of the state of
Washington urge immediate action by the current and future
Washington state congressional delegations to propose a joint
resolution for an amendment to the Constitution of the United
States clarifying that:

(1) The rights listed and acknowledged in the Constitu-
tion of the United States are the rights of individual human
beings only.

(2) The judiciary shall not construe the spending of
money to be free speech under the First Amendment of the
Constitution of the United States. Federal, state, and local
governments shall be fully empowered to regulate political
contributions and expenditures to ensure that no person or
artificial legal entity gains undue influence over government
and the political process.

(3) All political contributions and expenditures shall be
disclosed promptly and in a manner accessible to voters prior
to elections.

(4) Chapter 1, Laws of 2017 does not limit the people's
rights to freedom of speech, freedom of the press, free exer-
cise of religion, or freedom of association. [2017 ¢ 1 § 3 (Ini-
tiative Measure No. 735, approved November 8, 2016).]

29A.05.050 Recommendation to congress. In accor-
dance with the U.S. Constitution, the voters of the state of
Washington urge the Washington state congressional delega-
tion, and the U.S. congress generally, to include an amend-
ment ratification method which will best ensure that the peo-
ple are heard and represented during the ratification process.
[2017 ¢ 1 § 4 (Initiative Measure No. 735, approved Novem-
ber 8, 2016).]

29A.05.060 Recommendation to state legislature.
The voters of the state of Washington urge our current and
future Washington state legislatures to ratify such an amend-
ment when passed by congress and delivered to the states for
ratification. [2017 ¢ 1 § 5 (Initiative Measure No. 735,
approved November 8, 2016).]

29A.05.070 Secretary of state to deliver copies. The
Washington secretary of state is authorized and directed to
immediately deliver copies of this initiative, when enacted, to
the following persons: The governor of the state of Washing-
ton, all current members of the Washington state legislature,
all current members of the United States congress, and the
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president of the United States. [2017 ¢ 1 § 6 (Initiative Mea-
sure No. 735, approved November 8, 2016).]

29A.05.900 Construction—2017 ¢ 1 (Initiative Mea-
sure No. 735). The provisions of chapter 1, Laws of 2017 are
to be liberally construed to effectuate the intent, policies, and
purposes of chapter 1, Laws 0f 2017. [2017 ¢ 1 § 7 (Initiative
Measure No. 735, approved November 8, 2016).]
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DEFINITIONS

29A.08.010 Minimum information required for voter
registration. (1) The minimum information provided on a
voter registration application that is required in order to place
a voter registration applicant on the voter registration rolls
includes:

(a) Name;

(b) Residential address;

(c) Date of birth;

(d) A signature attesting to the truth of the information
provided on the application; and

(e) A check or indication in the box confirming the indi-
vidual is a United States citizen.

(2) The residential address provided must identify the
actual physical residence of the voter in Washington, as
defined in RCW 29A.04.151, with detail sufficient to allow
the voter to be assigned to the proper precinct and to locate
the voter to confirm his or her residence for purposes of veri-
fying qualification to vote under Article VI, section 1 of the
state Constitution. A residential address may be either a tradi-
tional address or a nontraditional address. A traditional
address consists of a street number and name, optional apart-
ment number or unit number, and city or town, as assigned by
a local government, which serves to identify the parcel or
building of residence and the unit if a multiunit residence. A
nontraditional address consists of a narrative description of
the location of the voter's residence, and may be used when a
traditional address has not been assigned or affixed to the
voter's residence or when a voter resides on an Indian reser-
vation or Indian lands, pursuant to the conditions in RCW
29A.08.112.
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(3) All other information supplied is ancillary and not to
be used as grounds for not registering an applicant to vote.

(4) Modification of the language of the official Washing-
ton state voter registration form by the voter will not be
accepted and will cause the rejection of the registrant's appli-
cation. [2019 ¢ 6 § 1;2009 ¢ 369 § 6; 2006 ¢ 320 § 2; 2005 ¢
246 § 2; 2004 ¢ 267 § 102; 2003 ¢ 111 § 201; 1994 ¢ 57 § 9.
Formerly RCW 29.07.005.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.08.020 Registration date. Unless the context
clearly requires otherwise, for voter registration applicants,
the date the voter registration application is received by an
election official will be used as the registration date for the
purpose of registering and meeting the registration cutoff
deadline. [2019 ¢ 391 §3;2013 ¢ 11 § 12; 2004 ¢ 267 § 103;
2003 ¢ 111 § 204; 1994 ¢ 57 § 30; 1993 ¢ 434 § 1. Formerly
RCW 29.08.010.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.08.030 Notices, various. The definitions set forth
in this section apply throughout this chapter, unless the con-
text clearly requires otherwise.

(1) "Verification notice" means a notice sent by the
county auditor or secretary of state to a voter registration
applicant and is used to verify or collect information about
the applicant in order to complete the registration. The verifi-
cation notice must be designed to include a postage prepaid,
preaddressed return form by which the applicant may verify
or send information.

(2) "Acknowledgment notice" means a notice sent by
nonforwardable mail by the county auditor or secretary of
state to a registered voter to acknowledge a voter registration
transaction, which can include initial registration, transfer, or
reactivation of an inactive registration. An acknowledgment
notice may be a voter registration card.

(3) "Identification notice" means a notice sent to a provi-
sionally registered voter to confirm the applicant's identity.

(4) "Confirmation notice" means a notice sent to a regis-
tered voter by first-class forwardable mail at the address indi-
cated on the voter's permanent registration record and to any
other address at which the county auditor or secretary of state
could reasonably expect mail to be received by the voter in
order to confirm the voter's residence address. The confirma-
tion notice must be designed to include a postage prepaid,
preaddressed return form by which the registrant may verify
the address information. [2009 ¢ 369 § 7; 2005 ¢ 246 § 3;
2004 ¢ 267 § 104; 2003 ¢ 111 § 203. Prior: 1994 ¢ 57 § 33.
Formerly RCW 29.10.011.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov
GENERAL PROVISIONS

29A.08.105 Official list, secretary of state—County
auditor. (1) In compliance with the Help America Vote Act
(P.L. 107-252), the centralized statewide voter registration
list maintained by the secretary of state is the official list of
eligible voters for all elections.

(2) In all counties, the county auditor shall be the chief
registrar of voters for every precinct within the county. [2009
¢ 369 § 8;2004 ¢ 267 § 105; 2003 ¢ 111 § 205; 1999 ¢ 298 §
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4;1994 ¢ 57§ 8;1984c211§3;1980c48§ 1; 1971 ex.s. ¢
202 § 4; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.07.010. Prior: 1957 ¢ 251 § 4; prior:
1939 ¢ 15 § 1, part; 1933 ¢ 1 § 3, part; RRS § 5114-3, part;
prior: 1891 ¢ 104 §§ 1, part, 2, part; RRS §§ 5116, part, 5117,
part. Formerly RCW 29.07.010.]

Intent—1984 ¢ 211: See note following RCW 29A.08.310.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.08.107 Applicant information for registration—
Provisional registration—Exception. (1) If the driver's
license number, state identification card number, or last four
digits of the social security number provided by the applicant
match the information maintained by the Washington depart-
ment of licensing or the social security administration, and
the applicant provided all information required by RCW
29A.08.010, the applicant must be registered to vote.

(2) If the driver's license number, state identification
card number, or last four digits of the social security number
provided by the applicant do not match the information main-
tained by the Washington department of licensing or the
social security administration, or if the applicant does not
provide a Washington driver's license, a Washington state
identification card, or a social security number, the applicant
must be provisionally registered to vote. An identification
notice must be sent to the voter to obtain the correct driver's
license number, state identification card number, last four
digits of the social security number, or one of the following
forms of alternate identification:

(a) Valid photo identification;

(b) A valid enrollment card of a federally recognized
Indian tribe in Washington state;

(c) A copy of a current utility bill;

(d) A current bank statement;

(e) A copy of a current government check;

(f) A copy of a current paycheck; or

(g) A government document, other than a voter registra-
tion card, that shows both the name and address of the voter.

(3) The ballot of a provisionally registered voter may not
be counted until the voter provides a driver's license number,
a state identification card number, or the last four digits of a
social security number that matches the information main-
tained by the Washington department of licensing or the
social security administration, or until the voter provides
alternate identification. The identification must be provided
no later than the day before certification of the primary or
election. If the voter provides one of the forms of identifica-
tion in subsection (2) of this section, the voter's registration
status must be changed from provisionally registered to reg-
istered.

(4) A provisional registration must remain on the official
list of registered voters through at least two general elections
for federal office. If, after two general elections for federal
office, the voter still has not verified his or her identity, the
provisional registration may be canceled.

(5) The requirements of this section do not apply to an
overseas or service voter who registers to vote by signing the
return envelope of an absentee ballot, or to a registered voter
transferring his or her registration. [2009 ¢ 369 § 9; 2005 c
246 § 4; 2004 ¢ 267 § 106.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.08.110

29A.08.110 Auditor's procedure. (Effective until Jan-
uary 1, 2022.) (1) For persons registering under RCW
29A.08.120, 29A.08.123, 29A.08.170, 29A.08.330,
29A.08.340, 29A.08.362, and 29A.08.365, an application is
considered complete only if it contains the information
required by RCW 29A.08.010. The applicant is considered to
be registered to vote as of the original date of receipt, or when
the person will be at least eighteen years old by the next elec-
tion, whichever is applicable. As soon as practicable, the
auditor shall record the appropriate precinct identification,
taxing district identification, and date of registration on the
voter's record in the state voter registration list. The secretary
of state shall, pursuant to RCW 29A.04.611, establish proce-
dures to enable new or updated voter registrations to be
recorded on an expedited basis. Any mailing address pro-
vided shall be used only for mail delivery purposes, and not
for precinct assignment or residency purposes. Within sixty
days after the receipt of an application or transfer, the auditor
shall send to the applicant, by first-class nonforwardable
mail, an acknowledgment notice identifying the registrant's
precinct and containing such other information as may be
required by the secretary of state. The postal service shall be
instructed not to forward a voter registration card to any other
address and to return to the auditor any card which is not
deliverable.

(2) If an application is not complete, the auditor shall
promptly mail a verification notice to the applicant. The ver-
ification notice shall require the applicant to provide the
missing information. If the applicant provides the required
information within forty-five days, the applicant shall be reg-
istered to vote as of the original date of application. The
applicant shall not be placed on the official list of registered
voters until the application is complete.

(3) Once a future voter is no longer in pending status, as
described in RCW 29A.08.615, his or her application to sign
up to register to vote is no longer pending and is subject to
this section. [2019 ¢ 391 § 5. Prior: 2018 ¢ 112 § 2; 2018 ¢
110 § 101; 2018 ¢ 109 § 4; 2009 ¢ 369 § 10; 2005 ¢ 246 § 5;
2004 ¢ 267 § 107; 2003 ¢ 111 § 206; prior: 1994 ¢ 57 § 32;
1993 ¢ 434 § 6. Formerly RCW 29.08.060.]

Effective date—2018 ¢ 112 §§ 1-4: See note following RCW
29A.08.140.

Effective date—2018 ¢ 110 §§ 101-107: See note following RCW
29A.08.355.

Short title—Findings—Intent—2018 ¢ 110: See notes following
RCW 29A.08.355.

Findings—Intent—Effective date—2018 ¢ 109: See notes following
RCW 29A.08.170.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.08.110 Auditor's procedure. (Effective January
1, 2022.) (1) For persons registering under RCW
29A.08.120, 29A.08.123, 29A.08.170, 29A.08.330,
29A.08.340, 29A.08.362, and 29A.08.365, an application is
considered complete only if it contains the information
required by RCW 29A.08.010. The applicant is considered to
be registered to vote as of:

(a) The original date of receipt;

(b) When the person will be at least eighteen years old by
the next election; or
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(c) When the person will be at least seventeen years old
by the next primary election or presidential primary election
and eighteen years old by the general election, whichever is
applicable.

(2) As soon as practicable, the auditor shall record the
appropriate precinct identification, taxing district identifica-
tion, and date of registration on the voter's record in the state
voter registration list. The secretary of state shall, pursuant to
RCW 29A.04.611, establish procedures to enable new or
updated voter registrations to be recorded on an expedited
basis. Any mailing address provided shall be used only for
mail delivery purposes, and not for precinct assignment or
residency purposes. Within sixty days after the receipt of an
application or transfer, the auditor shall send to the applicant,
by first-class nonforwardable mail, an acknowledgment
notice identifying the registrant's precinct and containing
such other information as may be required by the secretary of
state. The postal service shall be instructed not to forward a
voter registration card to any other address and to return to
the auditor any card which is not deliverable.

(3) If an application is not complete, the auditor shall
promptly mail a verification notice to the applicant. The ver-
ification notice shall require the applicant to provide the
missing information. If the applicant provides the required
information within forty-five days, the applicant shall be reg-
istered to vote as of the original date of application. The
applicant shall not be placed on the official list of registered
voters until the application is complete.

(4) Once a future voter is no longer in pending status, as
described in RCW 29A.08.615, his or her application to sign
up to register to vote is no longer pending and is subject to
this section. [2020 ¢ 208 § 14; 2019 ¢ 391 § 5. Prior: 2018 ¢
112 §2;2018 ¢ 110 § 101; 2018 ¢ 109 § 4; 2009 c 369 § 10;
2005 ¢ 246 § 5; 2004 ¢ 267 § 107; 2003 ¢ 111 § 206; prior:
1994 ¢ 57 § 32; 1993 ¢ 434 § 6. Formerly RCW 29.08.060.]

Effective date—2020 ¢ 208 §§ 3, 5, 6, and 13-17: See note following
RCW 29A.08.210.

Short title—Findings—2020 ¢ 208: See notes following RCW
29A.08.210.

Effective date—2018 ¢ 112 §§ 1-4: See note following RCW
29A.08.140.

Effective date—2018 ¢ 110 §§ 101-107: See note following RCW
29A.08.355.

Short title—Findings—Intent—2018 ¢ 110: See notes following
RCW 29A.08.355.

Findings—Intent—Effective date—2018 ¢ 109: See notes following
RCW 29A.08.170.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.08.112 Voters without traditional residential
addresses. (1) No person registering to vote, who meets all
the qualifications of a registered voter in the state of Wash-
ington, shall be disqualified because he or she lacks a tradi-
tional residential address. A voter who lacks a traditional res-
idential address will be registered and assigned to a precinct
based on the location provided.

(2) For the purposes of this section, a voter who resides
in a shelter, park, motor home, marina, unmarked home, or
other identifiable location that the voter deems to be his or
her residence lacks a traditional address. A voter who regis-
ters under this section must provide a valid mailing address,
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and must still meet the requirement in Article VI, section 1 of
the state Constitution that he or she live in the area for at least
thirty days before the election.

(3) A nontraditional residential address may be used
when a voter resides on an Indian reservation or on Indian
lands.

(4) A federally recognized tribe may designate one or
more tribal government buildings to serve as a residential
address or mailing address or both for voters living on an
Indian reservation or on Indian lands. However, a voter may
not use a tribally designated building as the voter's residential
address if the building is in a different precinct than where the
voter lives.

(5) A person who has a traditional residential address
and does not reside on an Indian reservation or on Indian
lands must use that address for voter registration purposes
and is not eligible to register under this section. [2019 ¢ 6 §
2; 2006 ¢ 320 § 3; 2005 ¢ 246 § 6.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.08.115 Registration by other than auditor or
secretary of state. A person or organization collecting voter
registration application forms must transmit the forms to the
secretary of state or a county auditor within five business
days. The registration date on such forms will be the date they
are received by the secretary of state or county auditor. [2009
c 369 § 11; 2005 c 246 § 8; 2004 ¢ 267 § 108; 2003 c 111 §
207; 1971 ex.s. ¢ 202 § 15; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.07.110. Prior: 1957
¢ 251 § 11; prior: 1947 ¢ 68 § 1, part; 1945 ¢ 95 § 1, part;
1933 ¢ 1 § 6, part; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 5114-6, part; prior:
1919 ¢ 163 § 6, part; 1915 ¢ 16 § 6, part; 1901 ¢ 135 § 5, part;
1893 ¢ 45 § 1, part; 1889 p 415 § 6, part; RRS § 5124, part.
Formerly RCW 29.07.110.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.08.120 Registration by mail. Any elector of this
state may register to vote by mail under this title. [2004 ¢ 267
§ 109; 2003 ¢ 111 § 208. Prior: 1993 ¢ 434 § 3. Formerly
RCW 29.08.030.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.08.123 Registration electronically. (1) A person
who has a valid Washington state driver's license, state iden-
tification card, or tribal identification may submit a voter reg-
istration application electronically on the secretary of state's
web site. A person who has a valid tribal identification card
may submit a voter registration electronically on the secre-
tary of state's web site if the secretary of state is able to obtain
a copy of the applicant's signature from the federal govern-
ment or the tribal government.

(2) The applicant must attest to the truth of the informa-
tion provided on the application by affirmatively accepting
the information as true.

(3) The applicant must affirmatively assent to use of his
or her driver's license, state identification card, or tribal iden-
tification card signature for voter registration purposes.

(4) A voter registration application submitted electroni-
cally is otherwise considered a registration by mail.

(5) For each electronic application, the secretary of state
must obtain a digital copy of the applicant's driver's license or
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state identification card signature from the department of
licensing or tribal identification issuing authority.

(6) The secretary of state may employ additional security
measures to ensure the accuracy and integrity of voter regis-
tration applications submitted electronically. [2019 ¢ 6 § 3;
2007 ¢ 157 § 1]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.08.125 Database of voter registration records.
(1) The office of the secretary of state shall maintain a state-
wide voter registration database. This database must be a cen-
tralized, uniform, interactive computerized statewide voter
registration list that contains the name and registration infor-
mation of every registered voter in the state.

(2) The statewide list is the official list of registered vot-
ers for the conduct of all elections.

(3) The statewide list must include, but is not limited to,
the name, date of birth, residence address, signature, gender,
and date of registration of every legally registered voter in the
state.

(4) A unique identifier must be assigned to each regis-
tered voter in the state.

(5) The database must be coordinated with other govern-
ment databases within the state including, but not limited to,
the department of corrections, the department of licensing,
the department of health, the administrative office of the
courts, and county auditors. The database may also be coor-
dinated with the databases of election officials in other states.

(6) Authorized employees of the secretary of state and
each county auditor must have immediate electronic access to
the information maintained in the database.

(7) Voter registration information received by each
county auditor must be electronically entered into the data-
base. The office of the secretary of state must provide sup-
port, as needed, to enable each county auditor to enter and
maintain voter registration information in the state database.

(8) The secretary of state has data authority over all voter
registration data.

(9) The voter registration database must be designed to
accomplish at a minimum, the following:

(a) Comply with the help America vote act of 2002 (P.L.
107-252);

(b) Identify duplicate voter registrations;

(c) Identify suspected duplicate voters;

(d) Screen against any available databases maintained by
other government agencies to identify voters who are ineligi-
ble to vote due to a felony conviction, lack of citizenship, or
mental incompetence;

(e) Provide images of voters' signatures for the purpose
of checking signatures on initiative and referendum petitions;

(f) Provide for a comparison between the voter registra-
tion database and the department of licensing change of
address database;

(g) Provide access for county auditors that includes the
capability to update registrations and search for duplicate
registrations;

(h) Provide for the cancellation of registrations of voters
who have moved out of state; and

(i) Provide for the storage of pending registration records
for all future voters who have not yet reached eighteen years
of age in a manner that these records will not appear on the

29A.08.140

official list of registered voters until the future registrant is no
longer in pending status as defined under RCW 29A.08.615.

(10) The secretary of state may, upon agreement with
other appropriate jurisdictions, screen against any available
databases maintained by election officials in other states and
databases maintained by federal agencies including, but not
limited to, the federal bureau of investigation, the federal
court system, the federal bureau of prisons, and the bureau of
citizenship and immigration services.

(11) The database shall retain information regarding pre-
vious successful appeals of proposed cancellations of regis-
trations in order to avoid repeated cancellations for the same
reason.

(12) Each county auditor shall maintain a list of all reg-
istered voters within the county that are contained on the offi-
cial statewide voter registration list. In addition to the infor-
mation maintained in the statewide database, the county data-
base must also maintain the applicable taxing district and
precinct codes for each voter in the county, and a list of elec-
tions in which the individual voted.

(13) Each county auditor shall allow electronic access
and information transfer between the county's voter registra-
tion system and the official statewide voter registration list.
[2018 ¢ 109 § 7; 2009 ¢ 369 § 12; 2005 ¢ 246 § 9; 2004 ¢ 267
§ 110; 2003 ¢ 111 § 209; 1993 ¢ 408 § 11; 1991 ¢ 81 § 22;
1974 ex.s. ¢ 127 § 12. Formerly RCW 29.07.220.]

Findings—Intent—Effective date—2018 ¢ 109: See notes following
RCW 29A.08.170.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.08.130 Count of registered voters—Inactive vot-
ers. Election officials shall not include inactive voters in the
count of registered voters for the purpose of dividing pre-
cincts, determining voter turnout, or other purposes in law for
which the determining factor is the number of registered vot-
ers. [2011 ¢ 10 § 14;2009 ¢369 § 13;2003c 111 §210; 1994
¢ 57 § 40. Formerly RCW 29.10.081.]
Notice to registered poll voters—Elections by mail—2011 ¢ 10: See
note following RCW 29A.04.008.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.08.135 Updating information. (1) When a person
who has previously registered to vote in another state applies
for voter registration in Washington, the person shall provide
on the registration form all information needed to cancel any
previous registration. Notification must be made to the state
elections office of the applicant's previous state of registra-
tion.

(2) A county auditor receiving official information that a
voter has registered to vote in another state shall immediately
cancel that voter's registration on the official state voter reg-
istration list. [2009 ¢ 369 § 14;2004 c267 § 111;2003 c 111
§ 211;2001 c 41 § 6; 1975 Istex.s.c 184 § 1; 1973 ¢ 153 §
2. Formerly RCW 29.07.092.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.08.140 Voter registration deadlines. (1) In order
to vote in any primary, special election, or general election, a
person who is not registered to vote in Washington must:

(a) Submit a registration application that is received by
an election official no later than eight days before the day of
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the primary, special election, or general election. For pur-
poses of this subsection (1)(a), "received" means: (i) Being
physically received by an election official by the close of
business of the required deadline; or (ii) for applications
received online or electronically, by midnight, of the required
deadline; or

(b) Register in person at a county auditor's office, the
division of elections if in a separate city from the county
auditor's office, a voting center, a student engagement hub, or
other location designated by the county auditor no later than
8:00 p.m. on the day of the primary, special election, or gen-
eral election.

(2)(a) In order to change a residence address for voting in
any primary, special election, or general election, a person
who is already registered to vote in Washington may update
his or her registration by:

(1) Submitting an address change using a registration
application or making notification via any non-in-person
method that is received by election officials no later than
eight days before the day of the primary, special election, or
general election; or

(i1) Appearing in person, at a county auditor's office, the
division of elections if in a separate city from the county
auditor's office, a voting center, or other location designated
by the county auditor, no later than 8:00 p.m. on the day of
the primary, special election, or general election to be in
effect for that primary, special election, or general election.

(b) A registered voter who fails to update his or her resi-
dential address by this deadline may vote according to his or
her previous registration address.

(3) To register or update a voting address in person at a
county auditor's office, a voting center, or other location des-
ignated by the county auditor, a person must appear in person
at a county auditor's office, a voting center, or other location
designated by the county auditor at a time when the facility is
open and complete the voter registration application by pro-
viding the information required by RCW 29A.08.010. [2020
¢ 208 § 22; 2019 ¢ 391 § 4;2018 ¢ 112 § 1; 2011 ¢ 10 § 15;
2009 ¢ 369 § 15,2006 ¢ 97 § 1;2004 ¢ 267 § 112;2003 ¢ 111
§ 212. Prior: 1993 ¢ 383 §2; 1980 ¢ 3 § 4; 1974 ex.s. ¢ 127 §
4; 1971 ex.s. ¢ 202 § 20; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.07.160; prior: 1947 ¢
68 § 2; 1933 ¢ 1 § 9; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 5114-9. Formerly
RCW 29.07.160.]

Short title—Findings—2020 ¢ 208: See notes following RCW
29A.08.210.

Effective date—2018 ¢ 112 §§ 1-4: "Sections 1 through 4 of this act
take effect June 30,2019." [2018 ¢ 112 § 6.]

Notice to registered poll voters—Elections by mail—2011 ¢ 10: See
note following RCW 29A.04.008.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.08.150 Expense of registration. The expense of
registration in all rural precincts must be paid by the county.
The expense of registration in all precincts lying wholly
within a city or town must be paid by the city or town. Regis-
tration expenses for this section include both active and inac-
tive voters. [2003 ¢ 111 § 214; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.07.030. Prior:
1939 ¢ 82 § 1, part; 1933 ¢ 1 § 4, part; RRS § 5114-4, part;
prior: 1891 ¢ 104 § 4; RRS § 5119. Formerly RCW
29.07.030.]

Title 29A RCW: Elections

29A.08.161 No link between voter and ballot
choice—Exception. No record may be created or main-
tained by a state or local governmental agency or a political
organization that identifies a voter with the information
marked on the voter's ballot, except the declarations made
under RCW 29A.56.050(2). [2019 ¢ 7 § 6; 2004 ¢ 271 §
107.]

29A.08.166 Party affiliation not required. Under no
circumstances may an individual be required to affiliate with,
join, adhere to, express faith in, or declare a preference for, a
political party or organization upon registering to vote. [2004
c271 §108.]

29A.08.170 Registration at age sixteen and seven-
teen. (Effective until January 1, 2022.) (1) A person may
sign up to register to vote if he or she is sixteen or seventeen
years of age, as part of the future voter program.

(2) A person who signs up to register to vote may not
vote until reaching eighteen years of age, and his or her name
may not be added to the statewide voter registration database
list of voters until such time as he or she will be eighteen
years of age by the next election. [2018 ¢ 109 § 5.]

Findings—Intent—2018 ¢ 109: "The legislature is committed to grant-
ing equal access to voter registration for all voters. The legislature recog-
nizes the importance of fostering lifelong civic participation. Currently,
many young people are denied access to the most popular form of voter reg-
istration, motor voter. If a young person obtains a driver's license at the age
of sixteen or seventeen, they may not register to vote. Denial of motor voter
to so many young voters has contributed to lower voter registration levels in
the youngest voter age groups. In Washington, according to 2016 United
States census bureau statistics, only twenty-one percent of eligible citizens
between the ages of eighteen and twenty-four are registered to vote. Studies
show that young adults who vote are likely to continue to do so throughout
adulthood. The legislature recognizes that these representational disparities
in registration rates and voting rates within the youth electorate will improve
by enacting election policies that engage all young citizens. Therefore, the
legislature declares that this act, allowing eligible youth at least sixteen years
of age to preregister to vote, is intended to increase voter turnout in young
adults." [2018 ¢ 109 § 1.]

Effective date—2018 ¢ 109: "This act takes effect July 1, 2019." [2018
¢ 109 § 20.]

29A.08.170 Registration at age sixteen and seven-
teen. (Effective January 1, 2022.) (1) A person may sign up
to register to vote if he or she is sixteen or seventeen years of
age, as part of the future voter program.

(2) A person who signs up to register to vote may not
vote until reaching eighteen years of age unless the person is
seventeen years of age at the primary election or presidential
primary election and will be eighteen years of age by the gen-
eral election. A person who signs up to register to vote may
not be added to the statewide voter registration database list
of voters until such time as he or she will be eligible to vote
in the next election. [2020 ¢ 208 § 15;2018 ¢ 109 § 5.]

Effective date—2020 c 208 §§ 3, 5, 6, and 13-17: See note following
RCW 29A.08.210.

Short title—Findings—2020 ¢ 208: See notes following RCW
29A.08.210.

Findings—Intent—2018 ¢ 109: "The legislature is committed to grant-
ing equal access to voter registration for all voters. The legislature recog-
nizes the importance of fostering lifelong civic participation. Currently,
many young people are denied access to the most popular form of voter reg-
istration, motor voter. If a young person obtains a driver's license at the age
of sixteen or seventeen, they may not register to vote. Denial of motor voter
to so many young voters has contributed to lower voter registration levels in
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the youngest voter age groups. In Washington, according to 2016 United
States census bureau statistics, only twenty-one percent of eligible citizens
between the ages of eighteen and twenty-four are registered to vote. Studies
show that young adults who vote are likely to continue to do so throughout
adulthood. The legislature recognizes that these representational disparities
in registration rates and voting rates within the youth electorate will improve
by enacting election policies that engage all young citizens. Therefore, the
legislature declares that this act, allowing eligible youth at least sixteen years
of age to preregister to vote, is intended to increase voter turnout in young
adults." [2018 ¢ 109 § 1.]

Effective date—2018 ¢ 109: "This act takes effect July 1, 2019." [2018
¢ 109 § 20.]

29A.08.172 Registration at age sixteen and seven-
teen—Application by mail. (Effective until January 1,
2022.) (1) A person who has attained sixteen years of age
may sign up to register to vote, as part of the future voter pro-
gram, by submitting a voter registration application by mail.

(2) The applicant must attest to the truth of the informa-
tion provided on the application by affirmatively accepting
the information as true.

(3) If signing up to register by mail, the person must pro-
vide a signature for voter registration purposes.

(4) The applicant must affirmatively acknowledge that
he or she will not vote until his or her eighteenth birthday.
[2018 ¢ 109 § 6.]

Findings—Intent—Effective date—2018 ¢ 109: See notes following
RCW 29A.08.170.

29A.08.172 Registration at age sixteen and seven-
teen—Application by mail. (Effective January 1, 2022.)
(1) A person who has attained sixteen years of age may sign
up to register to vote, as part of the future voter program, by
submitting a voter registration application by mail.

(2) The applicant must attest to the truth of the informa-
tion provided on the application by affirmatively accepting
the information as true.

(3) If signing up to register by mail, the person must pro-
vide a signature for voter registration purposes.

(4) The applicant must affirmatively acknowledge that
he or she will not vote in a special or general election until his
or her eighteenth birthday. [2020 ¢ 208 § 16;2018 ¢ 109 § 6.]

Effective date—2020 c 208 §§ 3, 5, 6, and 13-17: See note following
RCW 29A.08.210.

Short title—Findings—2020 ¢ 208: See notes following RCW
29A.08.210.

Findings—Intent—Effective date—2018 ¢ 109: See notes following
RCW 29A.08.170.

29A.08.174 Registration at age sixteen and seven-
teen—Application electronically. (Effective until January
1, 2022.) (1) A person who has attained sixteen years of age
and has a valid Washington state driver's license or identicard
may sign up to register to vote as part of the future voter pro-
gram, by submitting a voter registration application electron-
ically on the secretary of state's web site.

(2) The applicant must attest to the truth of the informa-
tion provided on the application by affirmatively accepting
the information as true.

(3) If signing up to register electronically, the applicant
must affirmatively assent to the use of his or her driver's
license or identicard signature for voter registration purposes.

29A.08.210

(4) The applicant must affirmatively acknowledge that
he or she will not vote until his or her eighteenth birthday.

(5) For each electronic registration application, the sec-
retary of state must obtain a digital copy of the applicant's
driver's license or identicard signature from the department of
licensing.

(6) The secretary of state may employ additional security
measures to ensure the accuracy and integrity of voter prereg-
istration applications submitted electronically. [2018 ¢ 109 §
14.]

Findings—Intent—Effective date—2018 ¢ 109: See notes following
RCW 29A.08.170.

29A.08.174 Registration at age sixteen and seven-
teen—Application electronically. (Effective January 1,
2022.) (1) A person who has attained sixteen years of age
and has a valid Washington state driver's license or identicard
may sign up to register to vote as part of the future voter pro-
gram, by submitting a voter registration application electron-
ically on the secretary of state's web site.

(2) The applicant must attest to the truth of the informa-
tion provided on the application by affirmatively accepting
the information as true.

(3) If signing up to register electronically, the applicant
must affirmatively assent to the use of his or her driver's
license or identicard signature for voter registration purposes.

(4) The applicant must affirmatively acknowledge that
he or she will not vote in a special or general election until his
or her eighteenth birthday, and will only vote in a primary
election or presidential primary election if he or she will be
eighteen years of age by the general election.

(5) For each electronic registration application, the sec-
retary of state must obtain a digital copy of the applicant's
driver's license or identicard signature from the department of
licensing.

(6) The secretary of state may employ additional security
measures to ensure the accuracy and integrity of voter prereg-
istration applications submitted electronically. [2020 ¢ 208 §
17,2018 ¢ 109 § 14.]

Effective date—2020 ¢ 208 §§ 3, 5, 6, and 13-17: See note following
RCW 29A.08.210.

Short title—Findings—2020 ¢ 208: See notes following RCW
29A.08.210.

Findings—Intent—Effective date—2018 ¢ 109: See notes following
RCW 29A.08.170.

FORMS

29A.08.210 Application—Contents. (Effective until
January 1, 2022.) An applicant for voter registration shall
complete an application providing the following information
concerning his or her qualifications as a voter in this state:

(1) The former address of the applicant if previously reg-
istered to vote;

(2) The applicant's full name;

(3) The applicant's date of birth;

(4) The address of the applicant's residence for voting
purposes;

(5) The mailing address of the applicant if that address is
not the same as the address in subsection (4) of this section;

(6) The sex of the applicant;

21



22

29A.08.210

(7) The applicant's Washington state driver's license
number, Washington state identification card number, or the
last four digits of the applicant's social security number if he
or she does not have a Washington state driver's license or
Washington state identification card,

(8) A check box allowing the applicant to indicate that he
or she is a member of the armed forces, national guard, or
reserves, or that he or she is an overseas voter;

(9) A check box allowing the applicant to acknowledge
that he or she is at least eighteen years old or is at least sixteen
years old and will vote only after he or she reaches the age of
eighteen;

(10) Clear and conspicuous language, designed to draw
the applicant's attention, stating that the applicant must be a
United States citizen in order to register to vote;

(11) A check box and declaration confirming that the
applicant is a citizen of the United States;

(12) The following warning:

"If you knowingly provide false information on this
voter registration form or knowingly make a false declaration
about your qualifications for voter registration you will have
committed a class C felony that is punishable by imprison-
ment for up to five years, a fine of up to ten thousand dollars,
or both."

(13) The oath required by RCW 29A.08.230 and a space
for the applicant's signature; and

(14) Any other information that the secretary of state
determines is necessary to establish the identity of the appli-
cant and prevent duplicate or fraudulent voter registrations.

This information shall be recorded on a single registra-
tion form to be prescribed by the secretary of state. [2018 ¢
109 § 8;2009 ¢ 369 § 16; 2005 ¢ 246 § 11;2003 c 111 § 216;
1994 ¢ 57 § 11; 1990 ¢ 143 § 7; 1973 1stex.s. ¢ 21 § 3; 1971
ex.s. ¢ 202 § 9; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.07.070. Prior: 1947 ¢ 68 § 3,
part; 1933 ¢ 1 § 11, part; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 5114-11, part;
prior: 1921 ¢ 177 § 7, part; 1915 ¢ 16 § 8, part; 1901 ¢ 135 §
4, part; 1893 ¢ 45 § 3, part; 1889 p 416 § 8, part; RRS § 5126,
part. Formerly RCW 29.07.070.]

Findings—Intent—Effective date—2018 ¢ 109: See notes following
RCW 29A.08.170.
Civil disabilities of wife abolished: RCW 26.16.160.
Civil rights
loss of: State Constitution Art. 6 § 3, RCW 294.08.520.
restoration of: RCW 9.92.066, 9.94A4.637, 9.94A4.885, 9.95.260, chapter

9.96 RCW.

Copy of instrument restoring civil rights as evidence: RCW 5.44.090.

Qualifications of electors: State Constitution Art. 6 § 1 (Amendment 5).

Residence defined: RCW 294.04.151.

Subversive activities as disqualification for voting: RCW 9.81.040.
Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.08.210 Application—Contents. (Effective Janu-
ary 1, 2022.) An applicant for voter registration shall com-
plete an application providing the following information con-
cerning his or her qualifications as a voter in this state:

(1) The former address of the applicant if previously reg-
istered to vote;

(2) The applicant's full name;

(3) The applicant's date of birth;

(4) The address of the applicant's residence for voting
purposes;

Title 29A RCW: Elections

(5) The mailing address of the applicant if that address is
not the same as the address in subsection (4) of this section;

(6) The sex of the applicant;

(7) The applicant's Washington state driver's license
number, Washington state identification card number, or the
last four digits of the applicant's social security number if he
or she does not have a Washington state driver's license or
Washington state identification card;

(8) A check box allowing the applicant to indicate that he
or she is a member of the armed forces, national guard, or
reserves, or that he or she is an overseas voter;

(9) A check box allowing the applicant to acknowledge
that he or she is at least sixteen years old;

(10) Clear and conspicuous language, designed to draw
the applicant's attention, stating that:

(a) The applicant must be a United States citizen in order
to register to vote; and

(b) The applicant may register to vote if the applicant is
at least sixteen years old and may vote if the applicant will be
at least eighteen years old by the next general election, or is
at least eighteen years old for special elections;

(11) A check box and declaration confirming that the
applicant is a citizen of the United States;

(12) The following warning:

"If you knowingly provide false information on this
voter registration form or knowingly make a false declaration
about your qualifications for voter registration you will have
committed a class C felony that is punishable by imprison-
ment for up to five years, a fine of up to ten thousand dollars,
or both."

(13) The oath required by RCW 29A.08.230 and a space
for the applicant's signature; and

(14) Any other information that the secretary of state
determines is necessary to establish the identity of the appli-
cant and prevent duplicate or fraudulent voter registrations.

This information shall be recorded on a single registra-
tion form to be prescribed by the secretary of state. [2020 ¢
208 § 3; 2018 ¢ 109 § 8; 2009 ¢ 369 § 16; 2005 ¢ 246 § 11;
2003 ¢ 111 § 216; 1994 ¢ 57 § 11; 1990 ¢ 143 § 7; 1973 1st
ex.s. ¢ 21§ 3; 1971 ex.s. ¢ 202 § 9; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.07.070.
Prior: 1947 ¢ 68 § 3, part; 1933 ¢ 1 § 11, part; Rem. Supp.
1947 § 5114-11, part; prior: 1921 ¢ 177 § 7, part; 1915¢ 16 §
8, part; 1901 ¢ 135 § 4, part; 1893 ¢ 45 § 3, part; 1889 p 416
§ 8, part; RRS § 5126, part. Formerly RCW 29.07.070.]

Effective date—2020 c 208 §§ 3, 5, 6, and 13-17: "Sections 3, 5, 6, and
13 through 17 of this act take effect January 1, 2022." [2020 ¢ 208 § 24.]

Short title—2020 ¢ 208: "This act may be known and cited as the vot-
ing opportunities through education act or the VOTE act." [2020 ¢ 208 § 1.]

Findings—2020 ¢ 208: "The legislature finds that robust participation
by young voters in Washington state elections is critical to ensuring lifelong
civic engagement. Research has shown that voting is a habitual behavior and
that people who vote in the first three elections when they are eligible will
likely vote for life. However, this is also the period of time when they are
likely to face unique barriers to participate in the democratic process, includ-
ing regularly changing their address, becoming eligible shortly after an elec-
tion, and exclusion from certain voter registration policies.

The legislature also finds that the period prior to election day is the most
critical time to ensure ballot access for young voters. States with early voting
have higher participation rates than states that do not and the use of early vot-
ing sites on college campuses helped produce record levels of participation
for young voters in 2016 and 2018.

The legislature finds that students that have more opportunities to be
registered and vote are more likely to participate. Limiting statutory voter
registration opportunities on college campuses to days well in advance of
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election day is inconsistent with implementation of same-day voter registra-
tion. Making automatic voter registration unavailable to those registering for
the first time denies young voters the same benefits as every other voter."
[2020 ¢ 208 § 2.]

Findings—Intent—Effective date—2018 ¢ 109: See notes following
RCW 29A.08.170.

Civil disabilities of wife abolished: RCW 26.16.160.
Civil rights
loss of: State Constitution Art. 6 § 3, RCW 294.08.520.

restoration of: RCW 9.92.066, 9.94A4.637, 9.944.885, 9.95.260, chapter
9.96 RCW.

Copy of instrument restoring civil rights as evidence: RCW 5.44.090.

Qualifications of electors: State Constitution Art. 6 § 1 (Amendment 5).

Residence defined: RCW 294.04.151.

Subversive activities as disqualification for voting: RCW 9.81.040.
Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.08.220 Application—Format. (1) The secretary
of state shall specify by rule the format of all voter registra-
tion applications. These applications shall be compatible with
existing voter registration records. An applicant for voter reg-
istration shall be required to complete only one application
and to provide the required information other than his or her
signature no more than one time. These applications shall
also contain information for the voter to update his or her reg-
istration.

(2) Any application format specified by the secretary for
use in registering to vote in state and local elections shall sat-
isfy the requirements of the National Voter Registration Act
of 1993 (P.L. 103-31) and the Help America Vote Act of
2002 (P.L. 107-252) for registering to vote in federal elec-
tions. [2013 ¢ 11 § 13;2004 ¢ 267 § 115;2003 ¢ 111 § 217.
Prior: 1994 ¢ 57 § 18; 1990 ¢ 143 § 9; 1973 Istex.s.c21§ 7;
1971 ex.s. ¢ 202 § 18; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.07.140; prior: (i) 1933 ¢
1 §30; RRS § 5114-30. (i) 1933 ¢ 1 § 13, part; RRS § 5114-
13, part. Formerly RCW 29.07.140.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.08.230 Oath of applicant. For all voter registra-
tions, the registrant shall sign the following oath:

"I declare that the facts on this voter registration form are
true. I am a citizen of the United States, I will have lived at
this address in Washington for at least thirty days immedi-
ately before the next election at which I vote, [ am at least six-
teen years old, I am not disqualified from voting due to a
court order, and I am not under department of corrections
supervision for a Washington felony conviction." [2020 ¢
208 §4;2013 ¢ 11 § 14; 2009 ¢ 369 § 17;2003 c 111 § 218;
1994 ¢ 57 § 12; 1990 ¢ 143 § 8; 1973 Istex.s. ¢ 21 § 4; 1971
ex.s. ¢ 202 § 10; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.07.080. Prior: 1933 ¢ 1 § 12;
RRS § 5114-12. Formerly RCW 29.07.080.]

Short title—Findings—2020 ¢ 208: See notes following RCW
29A.08.210.

Civil rights
loss of: State Constitution Art. 6 § 3, RCW 294.08.520.
restoration of: RCW 9.92.066, 9.94A4.637, 9.94A4.885, 9.95.260, chapter
9.96 RCW.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.08.260 Production, supply, and distribution. (1)
All registration applications required under RCW
29A.08.210 and 29A.08.340 shall be produced and furnished

29A.08.310

by the secretary of state to the county auditors and the depart-
ment of licensing.

(2) The county auditor shall distribute forms by which a
person may register to vote by mail and transfer any previous
registration in this state. The county auditor shall keep a sup-
ply of voter registration forms in his or her office at all times
for political parties and others interested in assisting in voter
registration, and shall make every effort to make these forms
generally available to the public. The county auditor shall
provide voter registration forms to city and town clerks, state
offices, schools, fire stations, public libraries, and any other
locations considered appropriate by the auditor or secretary
of state for extending registration opportunities to all areas of
the county. After the initial distribution of voter registration
forms to a given location, a representative designated by the
official in charge of that location shall notify the county audi-
tor of the need for additional voter registration supplies.
[2013 ¢ 11 § 15; 2009 ¢ 369 § 18; 2004 ¢ 267 § 118; 2003 c
111 § 221. Prior: 1993 ¢ 434 § 4. Formerly RCW 29.08.040.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.08.270 Information in foreign languages. In
order to encourage the broadest possible voting participation
by all eligible citizens, the secretary of state shall produce
voter registration information in the foreign languages
required of state agencies. [2003 ¢ 111 § 139; 2001 c 41 § 3.
Formerly RCW 29A.04.240, 29.04.085.]

MOTOR VOTER AND REGISTRATION AT STATE
AGENCIES

29A.08.310 Voter registration in state offices, facili-
ties, colleges. (1) The governor, in consultation with the sec-
retary of state, shall designate agencies to provide voter reg-
istration services in compliance with federal statutes.

(2) A federally recognized tribe may request that the
governor designate one or more state facilities or state-
funded facilities or programs that are located on the lands of
the requesting Indian tribe or that are substantially engaged in
providing services to Indian tribes, as selected by the tribe, to
provide voter registration services. This provision does not
alter the state's obligations under the national voter registra-
tion act.

(3) Each state agency designated shall provide voter reg-
istration services for employees and the public within each
office of that agency.

(4) The secretary of state shall design and provide a stan-
dard notice informing the public of the availability of voter
registration, which notice shall be posted in each state agency
where such services are available.

(5) Each institution of higher education shall put in place
an active prompt on its course registration web site, or similar
web site that students actively and regularly use, that, if
selected, will link the student to the secretary of state's voter
registration web site. The prompt must ask the student if he or
she wishes to register to vote. [2019 ¢ 6 § 4; 2009 ¢ 369 § 19;
2003 ¢ 111 §222;2002 ¢ 185§ 3;1994 ¢ 57 § 10; 1984 ¢ 211
§ 2. Formerly RCW 29.07.025.]

Intent—1984 ¢ 211: "It is the intention of the legislature, in order to

encourage the broadest possible participation in the electoral process by the
citizens of the state of Washington, to make voter registration services avail-
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29A.08.320

able in state offices which have significant contact with the public." [1984 ¢
211§ 1]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.08.320 Registration or transfer at designated
agencies—Form and application. (1) A person may regis-
ter to vote or transfer a voter registration when he or she
applies for service or assistance and with each renewal, recer-
tification, or change of address at agencies designated under
RCW 29A.08.310.

(2) A prospective applicant shall initially be offered a
form approved by the secretary of state designed to determine
whether the person wishes to register to vote. The form must
comply with all applicable state and federal statutes regard-
ing content.

The form shall also contain a box that may be checked by
the applicant to indicate that he or she declines to register.

If the person indicates an interest in registering or has
made no indication as to a desire to register or not register to
vote, the person shall be given a mail-in voter registration
application or a prescribed agency application as provided by
RCW 29A.08.330. [2004 ¢ 267 § 119; 2004 ¢ 266 § 7; 2003
c 111 § 223. Prior: 1994 ¢ 57 § 27. Formerly RCW
29.07.430.]

Reviser's note: This section was amended by 2004 ¢ 266 § 7 and by
2004 ¢ 267 § 119, each without reference to the other. Both amendments are

incorporated in the publication of this section under RCW 1.12.025(2). For
rule of construction, see RCW 1.12.025(1).

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.08.330 Registration at designated agencies—
Procedures. (Effective until January 1, 2022.) (1) The sec-
retary of state shall prescribe the method of voter registration
for each designated agency. The agency shall use either the
state voter registration by mail form with a separate declina-
tion form for the applicant to indicate that he or she declines
to register at this time, or the agency may use a separate form
approved for use by the secretary of state.

(2) The person providing service at the agency shall offer
voter registration services to every client whenever he or she
applies for service or assistance and with each renewal, recer-
tification, or change of address. The person providing service
shall give the applicant the same level of assistance with the
voter registration application as is offered to fill out the
agency's forms and documents, including information about
age and citizenship requirements for voter registration.

(3) The person providing service at the agency shall
determine if the prospective applicant wants to register to
vote or update his or her voter registration by asking the fol-
lowing question:

"Do you want to register or sign up to vote or update
your voter registration?"

If the applicant chooses to register, sign up, or update a
registration, the service agent shall ask the following:

(a) "Are you a United States citizen?"

(b) "Are you at least eighteen years old or are you at least
sixteen years old and will you vote only after you turn eigh-
teen?"

Title 29A RCW: Elections

If the applicant answers in the affirmative to both ques-
tions, the agent shall then provide the applicant with a voter
registration form and instructions and shall record that the
applicant has requested to sign up to vote, register to vote, or
update a voter registration. If the applicant answers in the
negative to either question, the agent shall not provide the
applicant with a voter registration application.

(4) If an agency uses a computerized application process,
it may, in consultation with the secretary of state, develop
methods to capture simultaneously the information required
for voter registration during a person's computerized applica-
tion process.

(5) Each designated agency shall transmit the applica-
tions to the secretary of state or appropriate county auditor
within three business days and must be received by the elec-
tion official by the required voter registration deadline.

(6) Information that is otherwise disclosable under this
chapter cannot be disclosed on the future voter until the per-
son reaches eighteen years of age, except for the purpose of
processing and delivering ballots. [2019 ¢ 391 § 6; 2018 ¢
109 § 18; 2013 ¢ 11 § 16; 2009 ¢ 369 § 20; 2005 ¢ 246 § 14;
2003 ¢ 111 § 224. Prior: 2001 ¢ 41 § 7; 1994 ¢ 57 § 28. For-
merly RCW 29.07.440.]

Findings—Intent—Effective date—2018 ¢ 109: See notes following
RCW 29A.08.170.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.08.330 Registration at designated agencies—
Procedures. (Effective January 1, 2022.) (1) The secretary
of state shall prescribe the method of voter registration for
each designated agency. The agency shall use either the state
voter registration by mail form with a separate declination
form for the applicant to indicate that he or she declines to
register at this time, or the agency may use a separate form
approved for use by the secretary of state.

(2) The person providing service at the agency shall offer
voter registration services to every client whenever he or she
applies for service or assistance and with each renewal, recer-
tification, or change of address. The person providing service
shall give the applicant the same level of assistance with the
voter registration application as is offered to fill out the
agency's forms and documents, including information about
age and citizenship requirements for voter registration.

(3) The person providing service at the agency shall
determine if the prospective applicant wants to register to
vote or update his or her voter registration by asking the fol-
lowing question:

"Do you want to register or sign up to vote or update
your voter registration?"

If the applicant chooses to register, sign up, or update a
registration, the service agent shall ask the following:

(a) "Are you a United States citizen?"
(b) "Are you at least sixteen years old?"

If the applicant answers in the affirmative to both ques-
tions, the agent shall then provide the applicant with a voter
registration form and instructions and shall record that the
applicant has requested to sign up to vote, register to vote, or
update a voter registration. If the applicant answers in the
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negative to either question, the agent shall not provide the
applicant with a voter registration application.

(4) If an agency uses a computerized application process,
it may, in consultation with the secretary of state, develop
methods to capture simultaneously the information required
for voter registration during a person's computerized applica-
tion process.

(5) Each designated agency shall transmit the applica-
tions to the secretary of state or appropriate county auditor
within three business days and must be received by the elec-
tion official by the required voter registration deadline.

(6) Information that is otherwise disclosable under this
chapter cannot be disclosed on the future voter until the per-
son reaches eighteen years of age, except for the purpose of
processing and delivering ballots. [2020 ¢ 208 § 5; 2019 ¢
391 § 6; 2018 ¢ 109 § 18; 2013 ¢ 11 § 16; 2009 ¢ 369 § 20;
2005 ¢ 246 § 14,2003 ¢ 111 § 224. Prior: 2001 c 41 § 7; 1994
¢ 57 § 28. Formerly RCW 29.07.440.]

Effective date—2020 c 208 §§ 3, 5, 6, and 13-17: See note following
RCW 29A.08.210.

Short title—Findings—2020 ¢ 208: See notes following RCW
29A.08.210.

Findings—Intent—Effective date—2018 ¢ 109: See notes following
RCW 29A.08.170.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.08.340 Registration or update of registration
with driver's license or identification card application or
renewal. (1) A person may register to vote or update his or
her voter registration when he or she applies for or renews a
driver's license or identification card under chapter 46.20
RCW.

(2) To register to vote or update a registration, the appli-
cant shall provide the information required by RCW
29A.08.010.

(3) The driver licensing agent shall record that the appli-
cant has requested to register to vote or update a voter regis-
tration. [2013 ¢ 11 § 17;2003 ¢ 111 § 225; 2001 c 41 § 16;
1999 ¢ 298 § 6; 1994 ¢ 57 § 21; 1990 ¢ 143 § 1. Formerly
RCW 29.07.260.]

Civil rights
loss of: State Constitution Art. 6 § 3, RCW 294.08.520.

restoration of: RCW 9.92.066, 9.94A4.637, 9.94A4.885, 9.95.260, chapter
9.96 RCW.

Driver licensing agents duties regarding voter registration: RCW 46.20.155.
Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.08.350 Duties of department of licensing, secre-
tary of state. The department of licensing shall produce and
transmit to the secretary of state the following information
from the records of each individual who requested a voter
registration or update at a driver's license facility: The name,
address, date of birth, gender of the applicant, the driver's
license number, signature image, and the date on which the
application for voter registration or update was submitted.
The secretary of state shall process the registrations and
updates as an electronic application. [2018 ¢ 110 § 106; 2013
c 11 § 18; 2009 ¢ 369 § 21; 2004 ¢ 267 § 120; 2003 ¢ 111 §
226; 1994 ¢ 57 § 22; 1990 ¢ 143 § 2. Formerly RCW
29.07.270.]

Effective date—2018 ¢ 110 §§ 101-107: See note following RCW
29A.08.355.

29A.08.355

Short title—Findings—Intent—2018 ¢ 110: See notes following
RCW 29A.08.355.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.08.355 Automatic registration—Enhanced

driver's licenses and identicards. (Effective until Septem-
ber 1, 2023.) The department of licensing shall implement an
automatic voter registration system so that a person age eigh-
teen years or older who meets requirements for voter registra-
tion and has received or is renewing an enhanced driver's
license or identicard issued under RCW 46.20.202 or is
changing the address for an existing enhanced driver's license
or identicard pursuant to RCW 46.20.205 may be registered
to vote or update voter registration information at the time of
registration, renewal, or change of address, by automated
process if the department of licensing record associated with
the applicant contains the data required to determine whether
the applicant meets requirements for voter registration under
RCW 29A.08.010, other information as required by the sec-
retary of state, and includes a signature image. The person
must be informed that his or her record will be used for voter
registration and offered an opportunity to decline to register.
[2018 ¢ 110 § 102.]

Effective date—2018 ¢ 110 §§ 101-107: "Sections 101 through 107 of
this act take effect July 1,2019." [2018 ¢ 110 § 208.]

Short title—2018 ¢ 110: "This act may be known and cited as the auto-
matic voter registration act of 2018." [2018 ¢ 110 § 1.]

Findings—Intent—2018 ¢ 110: "(1) The legislature finds that:

(a) The right to vote is enshrined as one of the greatest virtues of our
democracy and that an engaged citizenry is essential at each level of govern-
ment to ensure that all voices are heard; and

(b) State and local governments should take every step possible to make
it easier to vote in Washington state and ensure that fundamental values of a
true democracy with full participation remains one of our most important
functions. Providing additional opportunities for people to register to vote
and helping them make their own choices about who represents them in this
democracy and about important issues that are central to their lives and com-
munities are essential to upholding these values.

(2) Therefore, the legislature intends to increase the opportunity to reg-
ister to vote for persons qualified under Article VI of the Washington state
Constitution by expanding the streamlined voter registration process that
will increase opportunities for voter registration without placing new undue
burdens on government agencies." [2018 ¢ 110 § 2.]

29A.08.355 Automatic registration and automatic
sign-up to register—Enhanced driver's licenses and iden-
ticards. (Effective September 1, 2023.) (1) The department
of licensing must allow a person age eighteen years or older
to be registered to vote or update voter registration informa-
tion by automated process at the time of registration, renewal,
or change of address if:

(a) The person meets requirements for voter registration;

(b) The person has received or is renewing an enhanced
driver's license or identicard issued under RCW 46.20.202 or
is changing the address for an existing enhanced driver's
license or identicard pursuant to RCW 46.20.205; and

(c) The department of licensing record associated with
the applicant contains:

(1) The data required to determine whether the applicant
meets requirements for voter registration under RCW
29A.08.010;

(i1) Other information as required by the secretary of
state; and

(iii) A signature image.
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29A.08.357

(2) The department of licensing must allow a person six-
teen or seventeen years of age to be signed up to register to
vote by automated process at the time of registration,
renewal, or change of address if:

(a) The person meets requirements to sign up to register
to vote;

(b) The person has received or is renewing an enhanced
driver's license or identicard issued under RCW 46.20.202 or
is changing the address for an existing enhanced driver's
license or identicard pursuant to RCW 46.20.205; and

(¢) The department of licensing record associated with
the applicant contains:

(1) The data required to determine whether the applicant
meets the requirements for voter registration under RCW
29A.08.210, other than age;

(i) Other information as required by the secretary of
state; and

(iii) A signature image.

(3) The person must be informed that his or her record
will be used for voter registration and offered an opportunity
to decline to register. [2020 ¢ 208 § 7; 2018 ¢ 110 § 102.]

Effective date—2020 ¢ 208 §§ 7, 8, 18, 20, and 21: "Sections 7, 8, 18,
20, and 21 of this act take effect September 1, 2023." [2020 ¢ 208 § 25.]

Short title—Findings—2020 ¢ 208: See notes following RCW
29A.08.210.

Effective date—2018 ¢ 110 §§ 101-107: "Sections 101 through 107 of
this act take effect July 1,2019." [2018 ¢ 110 § 208.]

Short title—2018 ¢ 110: "This act may be known and cited as the auto-
matic voter registration act of 2018." [2018 ¢ 110 § 1.]

Findings—Intent—2018 ¢ 110: "(1) The legislature finds that:

(a) The right to vote is enshrined as one of the greatest virtues of our
democracy and that an engaged citizenry is essential at each level of govern-
ment to ensure that all voices are heard; and

(b) State and local governments should take every step possible to make
it easier to vote in Washington state and ensure that fundamental values of a
true democracy with full participation remains one of our most important
functions. Providing additional opportunities for people to register to vote
and helping them make their own choices about who represents them in this
democracy and about important issues that are central to their lives and com-
munities are essential to upholding these values.

(2) Therefore, the legislature intends to increase the opportunity to reg-
ister to vote for persons qualified under Article VI of the Washington state
Constitution by expanding the streamlined voter registration process that
will increase opportunities for voter registration without placing new undue
burdens on government agencies." [2018 ¢ 110 § 2.]

29A.08.357 Automatic registration—Enhanced
driver's licenses and identicards—Application submis-
sion. (1) If the applicant in RCW 29A.08.355 does not
decline registration, the application is submitted pursuant to
RCW 29A.08.350.

(2) For each such application, the secretary of state must
obtain a digital copy of the applicant's signature image from
the department of licensing. [2018 ¢ 110 § 103.]

Effective date—2018 ¢ 110 §§ 101-107: See note following RCW
29A.08.355.

Short title—Findings—Intent—2018 ¢ 110: See notes following
RCW 29A.08.355.

29A.08.359 Automatic registration—Enhanced
driver's licenses and identicards—Procedure—Auditor
duties—Confidentiality. (Effective until September 1,
2023.) (1)(a) For persons age eighteen years and older regis-
tering under RCW 29A.08.355, an application is considered

Title 29A RCW: Elections

complete only if it contains the information required by RCW
29A.08.010 and other information as required by the secre-
tary of state. The applicant is considered to be registered to
vote as of the original date of issuance or renewal or date of
change of address of an enhanced driver's license or identi-
card issued under RCW 46.20.202 or change of address for
an existing enhanced driver's license or identicard pursuant to
RCW 46.20.205. The information must be transmitted in an
expedited manner and must be received by an election offi-
cial by the required voter registration deadline. The auditor
shall record the appropriate precinct identification, taxing
district identification, and date of registration on the voter's
record in the state voter registration list. Any mailing address
provided shall be used only for mail delivery purposes, and
not for precinct assignment or residency purposes. Within
sixty days after the receipt of an application or transfer, the
auditor shall send to the applicant, by first-class nonforward-
able mail, an acknowledgment notice identifying the regis-
trant's precinct and containing such other information as may
be required by the secretary of state. The United States postal
service shall be instructed not to forward a voter registration
card to any other address and to return to the auditor any card
which is not deliverable.

(b) An auditor may use other means to communicate
with potential and registered voters such as, but not limited
to, email, phone, or text messaging. The alternate form of
communication must not be in lieu of the first-class mail
requirements. The auditor shall act in compliance with all
voter notification processes established in federal law.

(2) If an application is not complete, the auditor shall
promptly mail a verification notice to the applicant. The ver-
ification notice must require the applicant to provide the
missing information. If the applicant provides the required
information within forty-five days, the applicant must be reg-
istered to vote. The applicant must not be placed on the offi-
cial list of registered voters until the application is complete.

(3) If the prospective registration applicant declines to
register to vote or the information provided by the depart-
ment of licensing does not indicate citizenship, the informa-
tion must not be included on the list of registered voters.

(4) The department of licensing is prohibited from shar-
ing data files used by the secretary of state to certify voters
registered through the automated process outlined in RCW
29A.08.355 with any federal agency, or state agency other
than the secretary of state. Personal information supplied for
the purposes of obtaining a driver's license or identicard is
exempt from public inspection pursuant to RCW 42.56.230.
[2019 ¢ 391 § 8;2018 ¢ 110 § 104.]

Effective date—2018 ¢ 110 §§ 101-107: See note following RCW
29A.08.355.

Short title—Findings—Intent—2018 ¢ 110: See notes following
RCW 29A.08.355.

29A.08.359 Automatic registration—Enhanced
driver's licenses and identicards—Procedure—Auditor
duties—Confidentiality. (Effective September 1, 2023.)
(1)(a) For persons age eighteen years and older registering
under RCW 29A.08.355(1), an application is considered
complete only if it contains the information required by RCW
29A.08.010 and other information as required by the secre-
tary of state. The applicant is considered to be registered to
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vote as of the original date of issuance or renewal or date of
change of address of an enhanced driver's license or identi-
card issued under RCW 46.20.202 or change of address for
an existing enhanced driver's license or identicard pursuant to
RCW 46.20.205.

(b) For persons sixteen or seventeen years of age regis-
tering under RCW 29A.08.355(2), an application is consid-
ered complete only if it contains the information required by
RCW 29A.08.010 and other information as required by the
secretary of state. The applicant is considered to be registered
to vote as of the date set forth in RCW 29A.08.110(1).

(¢) The information must be transmitted in an expedited
manner and must be received by an election official by the
required voter registration deadline. The auditor shall record
the appropriate precinct identification, taxing district identifi-
cation, and date of registration on the voter's record in the
state voter registration list. Any mailing address provided
shall be used only for mail delivery purposes, and not for pre-
cinct assignment or residency purposes. Within sixty days
after the receipt of an application or transfer, the auditor shall
send to the applicant, by first-class nonforwardable mail, an
acknowledgment notice identifying the registrant's precinct
and containing such other information as may be required by
the secretary of state. The United States postal service shall
be instructed not to forward a voter registration card to any
other address and to return to the auditor any card which is
not deliverable.

(d) An auditor may use other means to communicate
with potential and registered voters such as, but not limited
to, email, phone, or text messaging. The alternate form of
communication must not be in lieu of the first-class mail
requirements. The auditor shall act in compliance with all
voter notification processes established in federal law.

(2) If an application is not complete, the auditor shall
promptly mail a verification notice to the applicant. The ver-
ification notice must require the applicant to provide the
missing information. If the applicant provides the required
information within forty-five days, the applicant must be reg-
istered to vote. The applicant must not be placed on the offi-
cial list of registered voters until the application is complete.

(3) If the prospective registration applicant declines to
register to vote or the information provided by the depart-
ment of licensing does not indicate citizenship, the informa-
tion must not be included on the list of registered voters.

(4) The department of licensing is prohibited from shar-
ing data files used by the secretary of state to certify voters
registered through the automated process outlined in RCW
29A.08.355 with any federal agency, or state agency other
than the secretary of state. Personal information supplied for
the purposes of obtaining a driver's license or identicard is
exempt from public inspection pursuant to RCW 42.56.230.
[2020 ¢ 208 § 18;2019 ¢ 391 § 8; 2018 ¢ 110 § 104.]

Effective date—2020 ¢ 208 §§ 7, 8, 18, 20, and 21: See note following
RCW 29A.08.355.

Short title—Findings—2020 ¢ 208: See notes following RCW
29A.08.210.

Effective date—2018 ¢ 110 §§ 101-107: See note following RCW
29A.08.355.

Short title—Findings—Intent—2018 ¢ 110: See notes following
RCW 29A.08.355.

29A.08.365

29A.08.362 Automatic registration—Health benefit
exchange. (1) Beginning July 1, 2019, the health benefit
exchange shall provide the following information to the sec-
retary of state's office for consenting Washington healthplan-
finder applicants who affirmatively indicate that they are
interested in registering to vote, including applicants who file
changes of address, who reside in Washington, are age eigh-
teen years or older, and are verified citizens, for voter regis-
tration purposes:

(a) Names;

(b) Traditional or nontraditional residential addresses;

(c) Mailing addresses, if different from the traditional or
nontraditional residential address; and

(d) Dates of birth.

(2) The health benefit exchange shall consult with the
secretary of state's office to ensure that sufficient information
is provided to allow the secretary of state to obtain a digital
copy of the person's signature when available from the
department of licensing and establish other criteria and pro-
cedures that are secure and compliant with federal and state
voter registration and privacy laws and rules.

(3) If applicable, the health benefit exchange shall report
any known barriers or impediments to implementation of this
section to the appropriate committees of the legislature and
the governor no later than December 1, 2018.

(4) If the health benefit exchange determines, in consul-
tation with the health care authority, that implementation of
chapter 110, Laws of 2018 requires changes subject to
approval from the centers for medicare and medicaid ser-
vices, participation of the health benefit exchange is contin-
gent on receiving that approval. [2018 ¢ 110 § 201.]

Reviser's note: 2018 ¢ 110 § 201 directed that this section be codified

in chapter 29A.04 RCW, but codification in chapter 29A.08 RCW appears to
be more appropriate.

Short title—Findings—Intent—2018 ¢ 110: See notes following
RCW 29A.08.355.

29A.08.365 Automatic voter registration—QOther
agencies. (1) The governor shall make a decision, in consul-
tation with the office of the secretary of state, as to whether
each agency identified in subsection (3) of this section shall
implement automatic voter registration. The final decision is
at the governor's sole discretion.

(2)(a) Each agency identified in subsection (3) of this
section shall submit a report to the governor and appropriate
legislative committees no later than December 1, 2018,
describing:

(i) Steps needed to implement automatic voter registra-
tion under chapter 110, Laws of 2018 by July 1, 2019;

(i1) Barriers to implementation, including ways to miti-
gate those barriers; and

(iii) Applicable federal and state privacy protections for
voter registration information.

(b) In preparing the report required under this subsec-
tion, the agency may consult with the secretary of state's
office to determine automatic voter registration criteria and
procedures.

(3) This section applies to state agencies, other than the
health benefit exchange, providing public assistance or ser-
vices to persons with disabilities, designated pursuant to
RCW 29A.08.310(1), that collect, process, and store the fol-
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29A.08.370

lowing information as part of providing assistance or ser-
vices:

(a) Names;

(b) Traditional or nontraditional residential addresses;

(c) Dates of birth;

(d) A signature attesting to the truth of the information
provided on the application for assistance or services; and

(e) Verification of citizenship information, via social
security administration data match or manually verified by
the agency during the client transaction.

(4) Once an agency has implemented automatic voter
registration, it shall continue to provide automatic voter reg-
istration unless legislation is enacted that directs the agency
to do otherwise.

(5) Agencies may not begin verifying citizenship as part
of an agency transaction for the sole purpose of providing
automatic voter registration. [2018 ¢ 110 § 202.]

Short title—Findings—Intent—2018 ¢ 110: See notes following
RCW 29A.08.355.

29A.08.370 Automatic registration—Registration of
person ineligible to vote. (1) If a person who is ineligible to
vote becomes, in the rare occasion, registered to vote under
RCW 29A.08.355 or 29A.08.362 in the absence of a knowing
violation by that person of RCW 29A.84.140, that person
shall be deemed to have performed an authorized act of reg-
istration and such act may not be considered as evidence of a
claim to citizenship.

(2) Unless a person willfully and knowingly votes or
attempts to vote knowing that he or she is not entitled to vote,
a person who is ineligible to vote and becomes registered to
vote under RCW 29A.08.355 or 29A.08.362, and subse-
quently votes or attempts to vote in an election held after the
effective date of the person's registration, is not guilty of vio-
lating RCW 29A.84.130, and shall be deemed to have per-
formed an authorized act, and such act may not be considered
as evidence of a claim to citizenship.

(3) A person who is ineligible to vote, who successfully
completes the voter registration process under RCW
29A.08.355 or 29A.08.362 or votes in an election, must have
their voter registration, or record of vote, removed from the
voter registration database and any other application records.

(4) Should an ineligible individual become registered to
vote, the office of the secretary of state and the relevant
agency shall jointly determine the cause. [2018 ¢ 110 § 203.]

Short title—Findings—Intent—2018 ¢ 110: See notes following
RCW 29A.08.355.

29A.08.375 Automatic registration—Rule-making
authority. The office of the secretary of state may adopt
rules to implement automatic voter registration under chapter
110, Laws of 2018. [2018 ¢ 110 § 207.]

Short title—Findings—Intent—2018 ¢ 110: See notes following
RCW 29A.08.355.

TRANSFERS AND NAME CHANGES

29A.08.410 Address change within county—Dead-
lines. A registered voter who changes his or her residence
from one address to another within the same county may

Title 29A RCW: Elections

transfer his or her registration to the new address in one of the
following ways:

(1) Sending the county auditor a request stating both the
voter's present address and the address from which the voter
was last registered received by an election official eight days
prior to a primary or election;

(2) Appearing in person before the county auditor, or at
a voting center or other location designated by the county
auditor, and making such a request up until 8:00 p.m. on the
day of the primary or election;

(3) Telephoning or emailing the county auditor to trans-
fer the registration by eight days prior to a primary or elec-
tion;

(4) Submitting a voter registration application received
by an election official by eight days prior to a primary or elec-
tion;

(5) Submitting information to the department of licens-
ing and received by an election official by eight days prior to
a primary or election;

(6) Submitting voter registration information through the
health benefit exchange and received by an election official
by eight days prior to a primary or election; or

(7) Submitting information to an agency designated
under RCW 29A.08.365 and received by an election official
by eight days prior to a primary or election once automatic
voter registration is implemented at the agency. [2019 ¢ 391
§ 7. Prior: 2018 ¢ 112 § 3; 2018 ¢ 110 § 204; 2009 ¢ 369 § 22;
2003 ¢ 111 § 228; 1994 ¢ 57 § 35; 1991 ¢ 81 § 23; 1975 1st
ex.s. ¢ 184 § 2; 1971 ex.s. ¢ 202 § 24; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.10.020;
prior: 1955 ¢ 181 § 4; prior: 1933 ¢ 1 § 14, part; RRS § 5114-
14, part; prior: 1919 ¢ 163 § 9, part; 1915 ¢ 16 § 9, part; 1889
p 417 § 12, part; RRS § 5129, part. Formerly RCW
29.10.020.]

Effective date—2018 ¢ 112 §§ 1-4: See note following RCW
29A.08.140.

Short title—Findings—Intent—2018 ¢ 110: See notes following
RCW 29A.08.355.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.08.420 Transfer to another county. A registered
voter who changes his or her residence from one county to
another county must do so by submitting a voter registration
form or by submitting information to the department of
licensing, the health benefit exchange, or an agency desig-
nated under RCW 29A.08.365 once automatic voter registra-
tion is implemented at the agency. The county auditor of the
voter's new county shall transfer the voter's registration from
the county of the previous registration. [2018 ¢ 110 § 205;
2009 ¢ 369 § 23; 2004 ¢ 267 § 122; 2003 ¢ 111 § 229; 1999 ¢
100 § 3; 1994 ¢ 57 § 36; 1991 ¢ 81 § 24; 1977 ex.s. ¢ 361 §
26; 1971 ex.s. ¢ 202 § 26; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.10.040. Prior: 1933
¢ 1§ 15;RRS § 5114-15. Formerly RCW 29.10.040.]

Short title—Findings—Intent—2018 ¢ 110: See notes following
RCW 29A.08.355.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.08.440 Voter name change. A registered voter
who changes his or her name shall notify the county auditor
regarding the name change by submitting a notice clearly
identifying the name under which he or she is registered to
vote, the voter's new name, and the voter's residence, and pro-
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viding a signature of the new name, or by submitting a voter
registration application. [2011 ¢ 10 § 16; 2009 ¢ 369 § 25;
2003 ¢ 111 § 231; 1994 ¢ 57 § 37; 1991 c 81 § 25. Formerly
RCW 29.10.051.]

Notice to registered poll voters—Elections by mail—2011 ¢ 10: See
note following RCW 29A.04.008.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

CANCELLATIONS

29A.08.510 Death. The registrations of deceased voters
may be canceled from voter registration lists as follows:

(1) Periodically, the registrar of vital statistics of the state
shall prepare a list of persons who resided in each county, for
whom a death certificate was transmitted to the registrar and
was not included on a previous list, and shall supply the list to
the secretary of state.

The secretary of state shall compare this list with the reg-
istration records and cancel the registrations of deceased vot-
ers.

(2) In addition, each county auditor may also use govern-
ment agencies and newspaper obituary articles as a source of
information for identifying deceased voters and canceling a
registration. The auditor must verify the identity of the voter
by matching the voter's date of birth or an address. The audi-
tor shall record the date and source of the information in the
cancellation records.

(3) In addition, any registered voter may sign a state-
ment, subject to the penalties of perjury, to the effect that to
his or her personal knowledge or belief another registered
voter is deceased. This statement may be filed with the
county auditor or the secretary of state. Upon the receipt of
such signed statement, the county auditor or the secretary of
state shall cancel the registration from the official state voter
registration list. [2009 ¢ 369 § 26; 2004 ¢ 267 § 124; 2003 ¢
111 § 232; 1999 ¢ 100 § 1; 1994 ¢ 57 § 41; 1983 ¢ 110 § 1;
1971 ex.s. ¢ 202 § 29; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.10.090. Prior: 1961 ¢ 32
§ 1; 1933 ¢ 1 § 20; RRS § 5114-20. Formerly RCW
29.10.090.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.08.515 Incapacitation, guardianship. (Effective
until January 1, 2022.) Upon receiving official notice that a
court has imposed a guardianship for an incapacitated person
and has determined that the person is incompetent for the pur-
pose of rationally exercising the right to vote, under *chapter
11.88 RCW, if the incapacitated person is a registered voter
in the county, the county auditor shall cancel the incapaci-
tated person's voter registration. [2004 ¢ 267 § 125.]
*Reviser's note: Chapter 11.88 RCW was repealed in its entirety by
2020 ¢ 312 § 904, effective January 1, 2022.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.08.515 Guardianship. (Effective January 1,
2022.) Upon receiving official notice that a court has
imposed a guardianship for a person under RCW 11.130.265
and has determined that the person is incompetent for the pur-
pose of rationally exercising the right to vote, if the person
subject to guardianship is a registered voter in the county, the
county auditor shall cancel that person's voter registration.
[2020 ¢ 312 § 728; 2004 ¢ 267 § 125.]

29A.08.520

Effective dates—2020 ¢ 312: See note following RCW 11.130.915.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.08.520 Felony conviction—Provisional and per-
manent restoration of voting rights. (1) For a felony con-
viction in a Washington state court, the right to vote is provi-
sionally restored as long as the person is not under the author-
ity of the department of corrections. For a felony conviction
in a federal court or any state court other than a Washington
state court, the right to vote is restored as long as the person
is no longer incarcerated.

(2)(a) Once the right to vote has been provisionally
restored, the sentencing court may revoke the provisional res-
toration of voting rights if the sentencing court determines
that a person has willfully failed to comply with the terms of
his or her order to pay legal financial obligations.

(b) If the person has failed to make three payments in a
twelve-month period and the county clerk or restitution recip-
ient requests, the prosecutor shall seek revocation of the pro-
visional restoration of voting rights from the court.

(c) To the extent practicable, the prosecutor and county
clerk shall inform a restitution recipient of the recipient's
right to ask for the revocation of the provisional restoration of
voting rights.

(3) If the court revokes the provisional restoration of vot-
ing rights, the revocation shall remain in effect until, upon
motion by the person whose provisional voting rights have
been revoked, the person shows that he or she has made a
good faith effort to pay as defined in RCW 10.82.090.

(4) The county clerk shall enter into a database main-
tained by the administrator for the courts the names of all per-
sons whose provisional voting rights have been revoked, and
update the database for any person whose voting rights have
subsequently been restored pursuant to subsection (6) of this
section.

(5) At least twice a year, the secretary of state shall com-
pare the list of registered voters to a list of felons who are not
eligible to vote as provided in subsections (1) and (3) of this
section. If a registered voter is not eligible to vote as provided
in this section, the secretary of state or county auditor shall
confirm the match through a date of birth comparison and
suspend the voter registration from the official state voter
registration list. The secretary of state or county auditor shall
send to the person at his or her last known voter registration
address and at the department of corrections, if the person is
under the authority of the department, a notice of the pro-
posed cancellation and an explanation of the requirements for
provisionally and permanently restoring the right to vote and
reregistering. To the extent possible, the secretary of state
shall time the comparison required by this subsection to
allow notice and cancellation of voting rights for ineligible
voters prior to a primary or general election.

(6) The right to vote may be permanently restored by one
of the following for each felony conviction:

(a) A certificate of discharge issued by the sentencing
court, as provided in RCW 9.94A.637;

(b) A court order restoring the right, as provided in RCW
9.92.066;

(c) A final order of discharge issued by the indeterminate
sentence review board, as provided in RCW 9.96.050; or
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(d) A certificate of restoration issued by the governor, as
provided in RCW 9.96.020.

(7) For the purposes of this section, a person is under the
authority of the department of corrections if the person is:

(a) Serving a sentence of confinement in the custody of
the department of corrections; or

(b) Subject to community custody as defined in RCW
9.94A.030. [2013 ¢ 11 § 19. Prior: (2009 ¢ 369 § 27 repealed
by 2013 ¢ 11 § 95); 2009 ¢ 325 § 1; 2005 ¢ 246 § 15; 2004 ¢
267 § 126; 2003 c 111 § 233; prior: 1994 ¢ 57 § 42. Formerly
RCW 29.10.097.]
Restoration of civil rights: RCW 9.92.066, 9.944.637, 9.944.885, 9.95.260),

chapter 9.96 RCW.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.08.540 Records preservation. Registration
records of persons whose voter registrations have been can-
celed as authorized under this title must be preserved in the
manner prescribed by rule by the secretary of state. Informa-
tion from such canceled registration records is available for
public inspection and copying to the same extent established
by RCW 29A.08.710 for other voter registration information.
[2004 ¢ 267 § 127; 2003 ¢ 111 § 235. Prior: 1991 ¢ 81 § 26;
1971 ex.s. ¢ 202 § 32; 1965 ex.s. c 156 § 1; 1965 ¢ 9 §
29.10.110; prior: 1961 ¢ 32 §2; 1947 ¢ 85§ 5; 1933 c 1 § 21;
Rem. Supp. 1947 § 5114-21. Formerly RCW 29.10.110.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov
LIST MAINTENANCE

29A.08.610 Dual registration or voting detection.
The secretary of state shall conduct an ongoing list mainte-
nance program designed to detect persons registered in more
than one county or voting in more than one county in an elec-
tion. This program must be applied uniformly throughout the
state and must be nondiscriminatory in its application.

The office of the secretary of state shall search the state-
wide voter registration list to find registered voters with the
same date of birth and similar names. Once the potential
duplicate registrations are identified, the secretary of state
shall refer the potential duplicate registrations to the appro-
priate county auditors, who shall compare the signatures on
each voter registration record and, after confirming that a
duplicate registration exists properly resolve the duplication.

If a voter is suspected of voting in two or more counties
in an election, the county auditors in each county shall coop-
erate without delay to determine the voter's county of resi-
dence. The county auditor of the county of residence of the
voter suspected of voting in two or more counties shall take
action under RCW 29A.84.010 without delay. [2009 ¢ 369 §
28;2004 ¢ 267 § 129;2003 ¢ 111 § 237; 2001 c 41 § 10; 1999
¢ 100 § 4. Formerly RCW 29.10.185.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.08.615 "Active," "inactive" registered voters—
"Pending" registrations. (1) Registered voters are divided
into two categories, "active" and "inactive." All registered
voters are classified as active, unless assigned to inactive sta-
tus by the county auditor.

(2) Persons signing up to register to vote as future voters
as defined under RCW 29A.04.070 are classified as "pend-
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ing" until the person will be at least eighteen years of age by
the next election. [2018 ¢ 109 § 9; 2003 ¢ 111 § 238. Prior:
1994 ¢ 57 § 34. Formerly RCW 29.10.015.]

Findings—Intent—Effective date—2018 ¢ 109: See notes following
RCW 29A.08.170.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.08.620 Change of address information for mail
ballots—Assignment of voter to inactive status—Confir-
mation notice. (1) Each county auditor must request change
of address information from the postal service for all mail
ballots.

(2) The county auditor shall transfer the registration of a
voter and send an acknowledgment notice to the new address
informing the voter of the transfer if change of address infor-
mation received by the county auditor from the postal ser-
vice, the department of licensing, or another agency desig-
nated to provide voter registration services indicates that the
voter has moved within the county.

(3) The county auditor shall place a voter on inactive sta-
tus and send to all known addresses a confirmation notice and
a voter registration application if change of address informa-
tion received by the county auditor from the postal service,
the department of licensing, or another agency designated to
provide voter registration services indicates that the voter has
moved from one county to another.

(4) The county auditor shall place a voter on inactive sta-
tus and send to all known addresses a confirmation notice if
any of the following occur:

(a) Any document mailed by the county auditor to a
voter is returned by the postal service as undeliverable with-
out address correction information; or

(b) Change of address information received from the
postal service, the department of licensing, or another state
agency designated to provide voter registration services indi-
cates that the voter has moved out of the state. [2011 ¢ 10 §
17;2009 ¢ 369 § 29. Prior: 2004 ¢ 267 § 130; 2004 ¢ 266 § 8;
2003 ¢ 111 § 239; prior: 1994 ¢ 57 § 38. Formerly RCW
29.10.071.]

Notice to registered poll voters—Elections by mail-—2011 ¢ 10: See
note following RCW 29A.04.008.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.08.625 Voting by inactive or canceled voters. (1)
A voter whose registration has been made inactive under this
chapter and who requests to vote at an ensuing election
before two federal general elections have been held must be
allowed to vote a regular ballot applicable to the registration
address, and the voter's registration restored to active status.

(2) A voter whose registration has been properly can-
celed under this chapter shall vote a provisional ballot. The
voter shall mark the provisional ballot in secrecy, the ballot
placed in a security envelope, the security envelope placed in
a provisional ballot envelope, and the reasons for the use of
the provisional ballot noted.

(3) Upon receipt of such a voted provisional ballot the
auditor shall investigate the circumstances surrounding the
original cancellation. If he or she determines that the cancel-
lation was in error, the voter's registration must be immedi-
ately reinstated, and the voter's provisional ballot must be
counted. If the original cancellation was not in error, the voter
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must be afforded the opportunity to reregister at his or her
correct address, and the voter's provisional ballot must not be
counted. [2009 ¢ 369 § 30,2003 ¢ 111 § 240; 1994 ¢ 57 § 47.
Formerly RCW 29.10.220.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.08.630 Return of inactive voter to active sta-
tus—Cancellation of registration. The county auditor shall
return an inactive voter to active voter status if, prior to the
passage of two federal general elections, the voter:

(1) Notifies the auditor of a change of address;

(2) Responds to a confirmation notice with information
that he or she continues to reside at the registration address;
or

(3) Votes or attempts to vote in a primary, special elec-
tion, or general election. If the inactive voter fails to provide
such a notice or take such an action within that period, the
auditor shall cancel the person's voter registration. [2009 c
369 § 31; 2004 ¢ 267 § 131; 2003 ¢ 111 § 241. Prior: 1994 ¢
57 § 39. Formerly RCW 29.10.075.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.08.635 Confirmation notices—Form, contents.
Confirmation notices must be on a form prescribed by, or
approved by, the secretary of state and must request that the
voter confirm that he or she continues to reside at the address
of record and desires to continue to use that address for vot-
ing purposes. The notice must inform the voter that if the
voter does not respond to the notice and does not vote in
either of the next two federal general elections, his or her
voter registration will be canceled. [2009 ¢ 369 § 32; 2003 ¢
111 § 242. Prior: 1994 ¢ 57 § 45. Formerly RCW 29.10.200.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.08.640 Confirmation notice—Response, audi-
tor's action. (1) If the response to the confirmation notice
from the voter indicates that the voter has moved within the
county, the auditor shall transfer the voter's registration and
send the voter an acknowledgment notice.

(2) If the response from the voter indicates that the voter
moved out of the county, but within the state, the auditor shall
cancel the voter's registration and notify the county auditor of
the voter's new county of residence.

(3) If the response from the voter indicates that the voter
has left the state, the auditor shall cancel the voter's registra-
tion on the official state voter registration list. [2009 ¢ 369 §
33; 2004 ¢ 267 § 132; 2003 ¢ 111 § 243. Prior: 1994 ¢ 57 §
46. Formerly RCW 29.10.210.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

PUBLIC ACCESS TO REGISTRATION RECORDS

29A.08.710 Originals and automated files—Public
disclosure. (1) The county auditor shall have custody of the
original voter registration records and voter registration sign
up records for each county. The original voter registration
form must be filed without regard to precinct and is consid-
ered confidential and unavailable for public inspection and
copying. An automated file of all registered voters must be
maintained pursuant to RCW 29A.08.125. An auditor may
maintain the automated file in lieu of filing or maintaining the

29A.08.720

original voter registration forms if the automated file includes
all of the information from the original voter registration
forms including, but not limited to, a retrievable facsimile of
each voter's signature.

(2)(a) The following information contained in voter reg-
istration records or files regarding a voter or a group of voters
is available for public inspection and copying, except as pro-
vided in RCW 40.24.060 and (b) of this subsection: The
voter's name, address, political jurisdiction, gender, date of
birth, voting record, date of registration, and registration
number. No other information from voter registration records
or files is available for public inspection or copying.

(b) The personally identifiable information of individu-
als who are under the age of eighteen are exempt from public
inspection and copying until the subject of the record is eigh-
teen years of age, except for the purpose of processing and
delivering ballots. [2018 ¢ 109 § 10; 2005 ¢ 246 § 17;2004 c
267 § 133;2003 ¢ 111 §246; 1994 ¢ 57 § 17; 1991 ¢ 81 § 21;
1971 ex.s. ¢ 202 § 17; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.07.130. Prior: 1933 ¢ 1 §
13, part; RRS § 5114-13, part. Formerly RCW 29.07.130.]

Findings—Intent—Effective date—2018 ¢ 109: See notes following
RCW 29A.08.170.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.08.720 Registration, voting records—As public
records—Information furnished—Restrictions, confiden-
tiality. (1) In the case of voter registration records received
through the health benefit exchange, the department of
licensing, or an agency designated under RCW 29A.08.310,
the identity of the office or agency at which any particular
individual registered to vote must be used only for voter reg-
istration purposes, is not available for public inspection, and
shall not be disclosed to the public. Any record of a particular
individual's choice not to register to vote at an office of the
department of licensing or a state agency designated under
RCW 29A.08.310 is not available for public inspection and
any information regarding such a choice by a particular indi-
vidual shall not be disclosed to the public. Information that is
otherwise disclosable under this chapter cannot be disclosed
on the future voter until the person reaches eighteen years of
age, except for the purpose of processing and delivering bal-
lots.

(2)(a) Subject to the restrictions of RCW 29A.08.710
and 40.24.060, and (b) of this subsection, precinct lists and
current lists of registered voters are public records and must
be made available for public inspection and copying under
such reasonable rules and regulations as the county auditor or
secretary of state may prescribe. The county auditor or secre-
tary of state shall promptly furnish current lists of registered
voters in his or her possession, at actual reproduction cost, to
any person requesting such information. The lists shall not be
used for the purpose of mailing or delivering any advertise-
ment or offer for any property, establishment, organization,
product, or service or for the purpose of mailing or delivering
any solicitation for money, services, or anything of value.
However, the lists and labels may be used for any political
purpose. The county auditor or secretary of state must pro-
vide a copy of RCW 29A.08.740 to the person requesting the
material that is released under this section.

(b) The personally identifiable information of individu-
als who are under the age of eighteen are exempt from public

31



32

29A.08.740

inspection and copying until the subject of the record is eigh-
teen years of age, except for the purpose of processing and
delivering ballots.

(3) For the purposes of this section, "political purpose"
means a purpose concerned with the support of or opposition
to any candidate for any partisan or nonpartisan office or con-
cerned with the support of or opposition to any ballot propo-
sition or issue. "Political purpose" includes, but is not limited
to, such activities as the advertising for or against any candi-
date or ballot measure or the solicitation of financial support.
[2018 ¢ 110 § 206; 2018 ¢ 109 § 11; 2011 ¢ 10 § 18; 2009 c
369 § 34; 2005 ¢ 246 § 18; 2004 ¢ 266 § 9; 2003 ¢ 111 § 247,
1994 ¢ 57 § 5;1975-"76 2nd ex.s. ¢ 46 § 1; 1974 ex.s. ¢ 127 §
2; 1973 Istex.s.c 111 § 2; 1971 ex.s. ¢ 202 § 3; 1965 ex.s. ¢
156 § 6. Formerly RCW 29.04.100.]

Reviser's note: This section was amended by 2018 ¢ 109 § 11 and by
2018 ¢ 110 § 206, each without reference to the other. Both amendments are

incorporated in the publication of this section under RCW 1.12.025(2). For
rule of construction, see RCW 1.12.025(1).

Short title—Findings—Intent—2018 ¢ 110: See notes following
RCW 29A.08.355.

Findings—Intent—Effective date—2018 ¢ 109: See notes following
RCW 29A.08.170.

Notice to registered poll voters—Elections by mail—2011 ¢ 10: See
note following RCW 29A.04.008.

Forms, secretary of state to design—Availability to public: RCW
294.08.850.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.08.740 Violations of restricted use of registered
voter data—Penalties—Liabilities. (1) Any person who
uses registered voter data furnished under RCW 29A.08.720
for the purpose of mailing or delivering any advertisement or
offer for any property, establishment, organization, product,
or service or for the purpose of mailing or delivering any
solicitation for money, services, or anything of value is guilty
of a class C felony punishable by imprisonment in a state cor-
rectional facility for a period of not more than five years or a
fine of not more than ten thousand dollars or both such fine
and imprisonment, and is liable to each person provided such
advertisement or solicitation, without the person's consent,
for the nuisance value of such person having to dispose of it,
which value is herein established at five dollars for each item
mailed or delivered to the person's residence. However, a per-
son who mails or delivers any advertisement, offer, or solici-
tation for a political purpose is not liable under this section
unless the person is liable under subsection (2) of this section.
For purposes of this subsection, two or more attached papers
or sheets or two or more papers that are enclosed in the same
envelope or container or are folded together are one item.
Merely having a mailbox or other receptacle for mail on or
near the person's residence is not an indication that the person
consented to receive the advertisement or solicitation. A class
action may be brought to recover damages under this section,
and the court may award a reasonable attorney's fee to any
party recovering damages under this section.

(2) Each person furnished data under RCW 29A.08.720
shall take reasonable precautions designed to assure that the
data is not used for the purpose of mailing or delivering any
advertisement or offer for any property, establishment, orga-
nization, product, or service or for the purpose of mailing or
delivering any solicitation for money, services, or anything of
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value. However, the data may be used for any political pur-
pose. Where failure to exercise due care in carrying out this
responsibility results in the data being used for such pur-
poses, then such person is jointly and severally liable for
damages under subsection (1) of this section along with any
other person liable under subsection (1) of this section for the
misuse of such data. [2005 ¢ 246 § 19. Prior: 2003 ¢ 111 §
249; 2003 ¢ 53 § 176; 1999 ¢ 298 § 2; 1992 ¢ 7 § 32; 1974
ex.s. ¢ 127 § 3; 1973 1st ex.s. ¢ 111 § 4. Formerly RCW
29.04.120.]

Intent—Effective date—2003 ¢ 53: See notes following RCW
2.48.180.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.08.760 Computer file—Duplicate copy—
Restrictions and penalties. The secretary of state shall pro-
vide a duplicate copy of the master statewide computer file or
electronic data file of registered voters to the consolidated
technology services agency for purposes of creating the jury
source list without cost. The information contained in a voter
registration application is exempt from inclusion until the
applicant reaches age eighteen. Information that is otherwise
disclosable under this chapter cannot be disclosed on the
future voter until the person reaches eighteen years of age,
except for the purpose of processing and delivering ballots.
Restrictions as to the commercial use of the information on
the statewide computer tape or data file of registered voters,
and penalties for its misuse, shall be the same as provided in
RCW 29A.08.720 and 29A.08.740. [2018 ¢ 109 § 12; 2011
Ist sp.s. ¢ 43 § 813; 2009 c 369 § 35; 2004 ¢ 267 § 134; 2003
c111§251; 1995 ¢ 135 § 2. Prior: 1993 ¢ 441 § 2; 1993 ¢ 408
§ 10; 1977 ex.s. ¢ 226 § 1; 1975-'76 2nd ex.s. ¢ 46 § 3. For-
merly RCW 29.04.160.]

Findings—Intent—Effective date—2018 ¢ 109: See notes following
RCW 29A.08.170.

Effective date—Purpose—2011 1st sp.s. ¢ 43: See notes following
RCW 43.19.003.

Intent—1995 ¢ 135: "The only intent of the legislature in this act is to
correct multiple amendments and delete obsolete provisions. It is not the
intent of the legislature to change the substance or effect of any presently
effective statute." [1995 ¢ 135 § 1.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.08.770 Records concerning accuracy and cur-
rency of voters lists. The secretary of state and each county
auditor shall maintain for at least two years and shall make
available for public inspection and copying all records con-
cerning the implementation of programs and activities con-
ducted for the purpose of insuring the accuracy and currency
of official lists of eligible voters. These records must include
lists of the names and addresses of all persons to whom
notices are sent and information concerning whether or not
each person has responded to the notices. These records must
contain lists of all persons removed from the list of eligible
voters and the reasons why the voters were removed. The
personally identifiable information of individuals who are
under the age of eighteen are exempt from public inspection
and copying until the subject of the record is eighteen years
of age, except for the purpose of processing and delivering
ballots. [2018 ¢ 109 § 19; 2004 ¢ 267 § 135; 2003 ¢ 111 §
252. Prior: 1994 ¢ 57 § 7. Formerly RCW 29.04.240.]
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Findings—Intent—Effective date—2018 ¢ 109: See notes following
RCW 29A.08.170.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.08.775 Use and maintenance of statewide list.
Only voters who appear on the official statewide voter regis-
tration list are eligible to participate in elections. Each county
shall maintain a copy of that county's portion of the state list.
The county must ensure that voter registration data used for
the production, issuance, and processing of ballots in the
administration of each election are the same as the official
statewide voter registration list. [2011 ¢ 10 § 19; 2005 ¢ 246
§20; 2004 ¢ 267 § 136.]

Notice to registered poll voters—Elections by mail—2011 ¢ 10: See
note following RCW 29A.04.008.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

CHALLENGES

29A.08.810 Basis for challenging a voter's registra-
tion—Who may bring a challenge—Challenger duties.
(Effective until January 1, 2022.) (1) Registration of a per-
son as a voter is presumptive evidence of his or her right to
vote. A challenge to the person's right to vote must be based
on personal knowledge of one of the following:

(a) The challenged voter has been convicted of a felony
and the voter's civil rights have not been restored;

(b) The challenged voter has been judicially declared
ineligible to vote due to mental incompetency;

(c) The challenged voter does not live at the residential
address provided, in which case the challenger must either:

(i) Provide the challenged voter's actual residence on the
challenge form; or

(i) Submit evidence that he or she exercised due dili-
gence to verify that the challenged voter does not reside at the
address provided and to attempt to contact the challenged
voter to learn the challenged voter's actual residence, includ-
ing that the challenger personally:

(A) Sent a letter with return service requested to the chal-
lenged voter's residential address provided, and to the chal-
lenged voter's mailing address, if provided;

(B) Visited the residential address provided and con-
tacted persons at the address to determine whether the voter
resides at the address and, if not, obtained and submitted with
the challenge form a signed affidavit subject to the penalties
of perjury from a person who owns or manages property,
resides, or is employed at the address provided, that to his or
her personal knowledge the challenged voter does not reside
at the address as provided on the voter registration;

(C) Searched local telephone directories, including
online directories, to determine whether the voter maintains a
telephone listing at any address in the county;

(D) Searched county auditor property records to deter-
mine whether the challenged voter owns any property in the
county; and

(E) Searched the statewide voter registration database to
determine if the voter is registered at any other address in the
state;

(d) The challenged voter will not be eighteen years of
age by the next election; or

29A.08.810

(e) The challenged voter is not a citizen of the United
States.

(2) A person's right to vote may be challenged by another
registered voter or the county prosecuting attorney.

(3) The challenger must file a signed affidavit subject to
the penalties of perjury swearing that, to his or her personal
knowledge and belief, having exercised due diligence to per-
sonally verify the evidence presented, the challenged voter
either is not qualified to vote or does not reside at the address
given on his or her voter registration record based on one of
the reasons allowed in subsection (1) of this section. The
challenger must provide the factual basis for the challenge,
including any information required by subsection (1)(c) of
this section, in the signed affidavit. The challenge may not be
based on unsupported allegations or allegations by anony-
mous third parties. All documents pertaining to the challenge
are public records.

(4) Challenges based on a felony conviction under RCW
29A.08.520 must be heard according to RCW 29A.08.520
and rules adopted by the secretary of state. [2011 ¢ 10 § 20;
2006 ¢ 320 § 4; 2003 ¢ 111 § 253. Prior: 2001 c 41 § 9; 1987
c 288§ 1; 1983 1stex.s. ¢ 30 § 2. Formerly RCW 29.10.125.]

Notice to registered poll voters—Elections by mail-—2011 ¢ 10: See
note following RCW 29A.04.008.
Right to vote
loss of: State Constitution Art. 6 § 3, RCW 11.88.010, 11.88.090.

restoration of> RCW 9.92.066, 9.944.637, 9.944.885, 9.95.260, chapter
9.96 RCW.

29A.08.810 Basis for challenging a voter's registra-
tion—Who may bring a challenge—Challenger duties.
(Effective January 1, 2022.) (1) Registration of a person as
a voter is presumptive evidence of his or her right to vote. A
challenge to the person's right to vote must be based on per-
sonal knowledge of one of the following:

(a) The challenged voter has been convicted of a felony
and the voter's civil rights have not been restored;

(b) The challenged voter has been judicially declared
ineligible to vote due to mental incompetency;

(¢) The challenged voter does not live at the residential
address provided, in which case the challenger must either:

(1) Provide the challenged voter's actual residence on the
challenge form; or

(i1) Submit evidence that he or she exercised due dili-
gence to verify that the challenged voter does not reside at the
address provided and to attempt to contact the challenged
voter to learn the challenged voter's actual residence, includ-
ing that the challenger personally:

(A) Sent a letter with return service requested to the chal-
lenged voter's residential address provided, and to the chal-
lenged voter's mailing address, if provided;

(B) Visited the residential address provided and con-
tacted persons at the address to determine whether the voter
resides at the address and, if not, obtained and submitted with
the challenge form a signed affidavit subject to the penalties
of perjury from a person who owns or manages property,
resides, or is employed at the address provided, that to his or
her personal knowledge the challenged voter does not reside
at the address as provided on the voter registration;
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(C) Searched local telephone directories, including
online directories, to determine whether the voter maintains a
telephone listing at any address in the county;

(D) Searched county auditor property records to deter-
mine whether the challenged voter owns any property in the
county; and

(E) Searched the statewide voter registration database to
determine if the voter is registered at any other address in the
state;

(d) The challenged voter will not be eighteen years of
age by the next general election; or

(e) The challenged voter is not a citizen of the United
States.

(2) A person's right to vote may be challenged by another
registered voter or the county prosecuting attorney.

(3) The challenger must file a signed affidavit subject to
the penalties of perjury swearing that, to his or her personal
knowledge and belief, having exercised due diligence to per-
sonally verify the evidence presented, the challenged voter
either is not qualified to vote or does not reside at the address
given on his or her voter registration record based on one of
the reasons allowed in subsection (1) of this section. The
challenger must provide the factual basis for the challenge,
including any information required by subsection (1)(c) of
this section, in the signed affidavit. The challenge may not be
based on unsupported allegations or allegations by anony-
mous third parties. All documents pertaining to the challenge
are public records.

(4) Challenges based on a felony conviction under RCW
29A.08.520 must be heard according to RCW 29A.08.520
and rules adopted by the secretary of state. [2020 ¢ 208 § 6;
2011 ¢ 10 § 20; 2006 ¢ 320 § 4; 2003 c 111 § 253. Prior: 2001
c41§9; 1987 ¢ 288 § 1; 1983 Ist ex.s. ¢ 30 § 2. Formerly
RCW 29.10.125.]

Effective date—2020 ¢ 208 §§ 3, 5, 6, and 13-17: See note following
RCW 29A.08.210.

Short title—Findings—2020 ¢ 208: See notes following RCW
29A.08.210.

Notice to registered poll voters—Elections by mail—2011 ¢ 10: See
note following RCW 29A.04.008.

Right to vote, loss and restoration of: State Constitution Art. 6 § 3, RCW
9.92.0606, 9.944.637, 9.944.885, 9.95.260, chapter 9.96 RCW.

29A.08.820 Times for filing challenges—Hearings—
Treatment of challenged ballots. (1) Challenges must be
filed with the county auditor of the county in which the chal-
lenged voter is registered no later than forty-five days before
the election. The county auditor presides over the hearing.

(2) Only if the challenged voter registered to vote less
than sixty days before the election, or changed residence less
than sixty days before the election without transferring his or
her registration, may a challenge be filed not later than ten
days before any primary or election, general or special, or
within ten days of the voter being added to the voter registra-
tion database, whichever is later.

(a) If the challenge is filed within forty-five days before
an election at which the challenged voter is eligible to vote, a
notation of the challenge must be made immediately in the
voter registration system, and the county canvassing board
presides over the hearing.
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(b) If the challenge is filed before the challenged voter's
ballot is received, the ballot must be treated as a challenged
ballot.

(c) If the challenge is filed after the challenged voter's
ballot is received, the challenge cannot affect the current
election. [2013 ¢ 11 § 20; 2011 ¢ 10 § 21; 2006 ¢ 320 § 5;
2003 c 111 §254;1987 ¢ 288 §2; 1983 1stex.s. ¢ 30 § 3. For-
merly RCW 29.10.127.]

Notice to registered poll voters—Elections by mail—2011 ¢ 10: See
note following RCW 29A.04.008.

Right to vote
loss of: State Constitution Art. 6 § 3, RCW 11.88.010, 11.88.090.
restoration of> RCW 9.92.066, 9.944.637, 9.94A4.885, 9.95.260, chapter
9.96 RCW.

29A.08.835 County auditor to publish voter chal-
lenges on the internet—Ongoing notification require-
ments. The county auditor shall, within seventy-two hours
of receipt, publish on the auditor's internet web site the entire
content of any voter challenge filed under chapter 29A.08
RCW. Immediately after publishing any voter challenge, the
county auditor shall notify any person who requests to
receive such notifications on an ongoing basis. [2006 ¢ 320 §

1]

29A.08.840 County auditor duties—Dismissal of
challenges—Notification—Hearings—Counting or can-
cellation of ballots. (1) If the challenge is not in proper form
or the factual basis for the challenge does not meet the legal
grounds for a challenge, the county auditor may dismiss the
challenge and notify the challenger of the reasons for the dis-
missal. A challenge is not in proper form if it is incomplete on
its face or does not substantially comply with the form issued
by the secretary of state.

(2) If the challenge is in proper form and the factual basis
meets the legal grounds for a challenge, the county auditor
must notify the challenged voter and provide a copy of the
affidavit. The county auditor shall also provide to any person,
upon request, a copy of all materials provided to the chal-
lenged voter. If the challenge is to the residential address pro-
vided by the voter, the challenged voter must be provided
notice of the exceptions allowed in RCW 29A.08.112 and
29A.04.151, and Article VI, section 4 of the state Constitu-
tion. A challenged voter may transfer or reregister until the
day before the election. The county auditor must schedule a
hearing and notify the challenger and the challenged voter of
the time and place for the hearing.

(3) All notice must be by certified mail to the address
provided in the voter registration record, and any other
addresses at which the challenged voter is alleged to reside or
the county auditor reasonably expects the voter to receive
notice. The challenger and challenged voter may either
appear in person or submit testimony by affidavit.

(4) The challenger has the burden to prove by clear and
convincing evidence that the challenged voter's registration is
improper. The challenged voter must be provided a reason-
able opportunity to respond. If the challenge is to the residen-
tial address provided by the voter, the challenged voter may
provide evidence that he or she resides at the location
described in his or her voter's registration records, or meets
one of the exceptions allowed in RCW 29A.08.112 or
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29A.04.151, or Article VI, section 4 of the state Constitution.
If either the challenger or challenged voter fails to appear at
the hearing, the challenge must be resolved based on the
available facts.

(5) If the challenge is based on an allegation under RCW
29A.08.810(1) (a), (b), (d), or (e) and the canvassing board
sustains the challenge, the challenged ballot shall not be
counted. If the challenge is based on an allegation under
RCW 29A.08.810(1)(c) and the canvassing board sustains
the challenge, the board shall permit the voter to correct his or
her voter registration and any races and ballot measures on
the challenged ballot that the voter would have been qualified
to vote for had the registration been correct shall be counted.

(6) If the challenger fails to prove by clear and convinc-
ing evidence that the registration is improper, the challenge
must be dismissed and the pending challenged ballot must be
accepted as valid. Challenged ballots must be resolved before
certification of the election. The decision of the county audi-
tor or canvassing board is final subject only to judicial review
by the superior court under chapter 34.05 RCW. [2006 ¢ 320
§6;2003 ¢ 111 § 256. Prior: 1987 ¢ 288 § 4; 1983 1stex.s. ¢
30§ 5; 1971 ex.s.c202 § 34; 1967 ¢ 225 § 3; 1965 ex.s. ¢ 156
§ 3. Formerly RCW 29.10.140.]

29A.08.850 Challenge of registration—Forms, avail-
ability. The secretary of state must provide forms for voter
registration challenges, and the county auditor must make
such forms available. A challenge is not required to be sub-
mitted on the provided voter challenge form, but may be pre-
pared using an official electronic voter challenge form tem-
plate provided by the auditor or secretary of state that has
been printed and signed by the challenger for submission.
[2006 ¢ 320 § 7;2003 ¢ 111 § 257; 1991 ¢ 81 § 27; 1971 ex.s.
¢ 202 § 35; 1965 ex.s. ¢ 156 § 4. Formerly RCW 29.10.150.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

Chapter 29A.12 RCW
VOTING SYSTEMS

Sections

29A.12.005 "Voting system."

29A.12.010 Authority for use.

29A.12.020 Inspection and test by secretary of state—Report.
29A.12.030 Submitting system or component for examination.
29A.12.040 Independent evaluation.

29A.12.050 Approval required—Modification.

29A.12.060 Maintenance and operation.

29A.12.070 Acceptance and vulnerability tests.

29A.12.080 Requirements for approval.

29A.12.085 Paper record.

29A.12.101 Requirements of tallying systems for approval.
29A.12.110 Record of programming—Devices sealed.
29A.12.120 Counting center personnel—Instruction, requirements.
29A.12.130 Tallying systems—Programming tests.

29A.12.140 Operating procedures.

29A.12.150 Recording requirements.

29A.12.160 Blind or visually impaired voter accessibility.
29A.12.180 Disclosure of security breaches by manufacturer or distributor.
29A.12.190 Decertification.

29A.12.200 Security breach identification and reporting.

29A.12.005 "Voting system." As used in this chapter,
"voting system" means:

(1) The total combination of mechanical, electromechan-
ical, or electronic equipment including, but not limited to, the

29A.12.030

software, firmware, and documentation required to program,
control, and support the equipment, that is used:

(a) To define ballots;

(b) To cast and count votes;

(c) To report or display election results from the voting
system;

(d) To maintain and produce any audit trail information;
and

(e) To perform an audit under RCW 29A.60.185; and

(2) The practices and associated documentation used:

(a) To identify system components and versions of such
components;

(b) To test the system during its development and main-
tenance;

(c) To maintain records of system errors and defects;

(d) To determine specific system changes to be made to
a system after the initial qualification of the system; and

(e) To make available any materials to the voter such as
notices, instructions, forms, or paper ballots. [2018 ¢ 218 § 5;
2013 ¢ 11 § 21; 2004 ¢ 267 § 601.]

Intent—2018 ¢ 218: See note following RCW 29A.60.185.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.12.010 Authority for use. Atany primary or elec-
tion in any county, votes may be cast, registered, recorded, or
counted by means of voting systems that have been approved
under RCW 29A.12.020. [2003 c 111 § 301. Prior: 1990 ¢ 59
§ 17; 1967 ex.s. ¢ 109 § 12; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.33.020; prior: (i)
1913 ¢ 58 § 1, part; RRS § 5300, part. (ii) 1913 ¢ 58 § 18;
RRS § 5318. Formerly RCW 29.33.020.]

Intent—Effective date—1990 ¢ 59: See notes following RCW
29A.04.013.

29A.12.020 Inspection and test by secretary of
state—Report. The secretary of state shall inspect, evaluate,
and publicly test all voting systems or components of voting
systems that are submitted for review under RCW
29A.12.030. The secretary of state shall determine whether
the voting systems conform with all of the requirements of
this title, the applicable rules adopted in accordance with this
title, and with generally accepted safety requirements. The
secretary of state shall transmit a copy of the report of any
examination under this section, within thirty days after com-
pleting the examination, to the county auditor of each county.
[2003 ¢ 111 § 302. Prior: 1990 ¢ 59 § 18; 1982 ¢ 40 § 1. For-
merly RCW 29.33.041.]

Intent—Effective date—1990 ¢ 59: See notes following RCW
29A.04.013.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.12.030 Submitting system or component for
examination. The manufacturer or distributor of a voting
system or component of a voting system may submit that sys-
tem or component to the secretary of state for examination
under RCW 29A.12.020. [2003 ¢ 111 § 303. Prior: 1990 ¢ 59
§ 19; 1982 ¢ 40 § 2. Formerly RCW 29.33.051.]

Intent—Effective date—1990 ¢ 59: See notes following RCW
29A.04.013.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov
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29A.12.040

29A.12.040 Independent evaluation. (1) The secretary
of state may rely on the results of independent design, engi-
neering, and performance evaluations in the examination
under RCW 29A.12.020 if the source and scope of these
independent evaluations are specified by rule.

(2) The secretary of state may contract with experts in
mechanical or electrical engineering or data processing to
assist in examining a voting system or component. The man-
ufacturer or distributor who has submitted a voting system
for testing under RCW 29A.12.030 shall pay the secretary of
state a deposit to reimburse the cost of any contract for con-
sultation under this section and for any other unrecoverable
costs associated with the examination of a voting system or
component by the manufacturer or distributor who submitted
the voting system or component for examination. [2003 c
111 § 304. Prior: 1990 ¢ 59 § 20; 1982 ¢ 40 § 3. Formerly
RCW 29.33.061.]

Intent—Effective date—1990 ¢ 59: See notes following RCW
29A.04.013.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.12.050 Approval required—Modification. If
voting systems or devices or vote tallying systems are to be
used for conducting a primary or election, only those that
have the approval of the secretary of state or had been
approved under this chapter or the former chapter 29.34
RCW before March 22, 1982, may be used. Any modifica-
tion, change, or improvement to any voting system or compo-
nent of a system that does not impair its accuracy, efficiency,
or capacity or extend its function, may be made without reex-
amination or reapproval by the secretary of state under RCW
29A.12.020. [2003 ¢ 111 § 305; 1990 ¢ 59 § 21; 1982 c 40 §
4. Formerly RCW 29.33.081.]

Intent—Effective date—1990 ¢ 59: See notes following RCW
29A.04.013.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.12.060 Maintenance and operation. The county
auditor of a county in which voting systems are used is
responsible for the preparation, maintenance, and operation
of those systems and may employ and direct persons to per-
form some or all of these functions. [2003 ¢ 111 § 306. Prior:
1990 ¢ 59 5 22; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.33.130; prior: 1955 ¢ 323 § 2;
prior: 1935 ¢ 85§ 1, part; 1919 ¢ 163 § 23, part; 1915¢ 114 §
5, part; 1913 ¢ 58 § 10, part; RRS § 5309, part. Formerly
RCW 29.33.130.]

Intent—Effective date—1990 ¢ 59: See notes following RCW
29A.04.013.

29A.12.070 Acceptance and vulnerability tests. An
agreement to purchase or lease a voting system or a compo-
nent of a voting system is subject to that system or compo-
nent passing:

(1) An acceptance test sufficient to demonstrate that the
equipment is the same as that certified by the secretary of
state and that the equipment is operating correctly as deliv-
ered to the county; and

(2) A vulnerability test conducted by a federal or state
public entity which includes participation by local elections
officials. [2020 ¢ 101 § 3;2003 ¢ 111 § 307. Prior: 1998 ¢ 58
§ 1; 1990 ¢ 59 § 23. Formerly RCW 29.33.145.]
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Findings—Intent—2020 ¢ 101: See note following RCW 29A.12.200.

Intent—Effective date—1990 ¢ 59: See notes following RCW
29A.04.013.

29A.12.080 Requirements for approval. No voting
device shall be approved by the secretary of state unless it:

(1) Secures to the voter secrecy in the act of voting;

(2) Permits the voter to vote for any person for any office
and upon any measure that he or she has the right to vote for;

(3) Correctly registers all votes cast for any and all per-
sons and for or against any and all measures;

(4) Provides that a vote for more than one candidate can-
not be cast by one single operation of the voting device or
vote tally system except when voting for president and vice
president of the United States; and

(5) Except for functions or capabilities unique to this
state, has been tested and certified by an independent testing
authority designated by the United States election assistance
commission. [2013 ¢ 11 § 22; 2006 ¢ 207 § 2; 2003 ¢ 111 §
308. Prior: 1990 ¢ 59 § 26; 1982 ¢ 40 § 6; 1977 ex.s. ¢ 361 §
66; 1971 ex.s. ¢ 6 § 1; 1967 ex.s. ¢ 109 § 18. Formerly RCW
29.33.300, 29.34.080.]

Intent—Effective date—1990 ¢ 59: See notes following RCW
29A.04.013.
Voting devices, machines—Recording requirements: RCW 294.12.150.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.12.085 Paper record. Beginning on January 1,
2006, all direct recording electronic voting devices must pro-
duce a paper record of each vote that may be accepted or
rejected by the voter before finalizing his or her vote. This
record may not be removed from the voting center, and must
be human readable without an interface and machine read-
able for counting purposes. If the device is programmed to
display the ballot in multiple languages, the paper record pro-
duced must be printed in the language used by the voter.
Rejected records must either be destroyed or marked in order
to clearly identify the record as rejected. Paper records pro-
duced by direct recording electronic voting devices are sub-
ject to all the requirements of chapter 29A.60 RCW for ballot
handling, preservation, reconciliation, transit, and storage.
The paper records must be preserved in the same manner and
for the same period of time as ballots. [2011 ¢ 10 § 22; 2005
c242§ 1]

Notice to registered poll voters—Elections by mail—2011 ¢ 10: See
note following RCW 29A.04.008.
Preservation: RCW 294.60.095.
Unauthorized removal from voting center: RCW 294.84.545.

29A.12.101 Requirements of tallying systems for
approval. The secretary of state shall not approve a vote tal-
lying system unless it:

(1) Correctly counts votes on ballots on which the proper
number of votes have been marked for any office or issue;

(2) Ignores votes marked for any office or issue where
more than the allowable number of votes have been marked,
but correctly counts the properly voted portions of the ballot;

(3) Accumulates a count of the specific number of bal-
lots tallied for each precinct, total votes by candidate for each
office, and total votes for and against each issue of the ballot
in that precinct;
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(4) Produces precinct and cumulative totals in printed
form; and

(5) Except for functions or capabilities unique to this
state, has been tested and certified by an independent testing
authority designated by the United States election assistance
commission. [2006 ¢ 207 § 3; 2004 ¢ 271 § 109.]

29A.12.110 Record of programming—Devices
sealed. In preparing a voting device for a primary or elec-
tion, a record shall be made of the programming installed in
each device. Except where provided by a rule adopted under
RCW 29A.04.611, after being prepared for a primary or elec-
tion, each device shall be sealed with a uniquely numbered
seal. The programmed memory pack for each voting device
must be sealed into the device during final preparation and
logic and accuracy testing. Except in the case of a device
breakdown or error in programming, the memory pack must
remain sealed in the device until after 8:00 p.m. on the day of
the primary, special election, or general election. [2011 ¢ 10
§23;2003 ¢ 111 § 311; 1990 ¢ 59 § 25. Formerly RCW
29.33.330.]
Notice to registered poll voters—Elections by mail—2011 ¢ 10: See
note following RCW 29A.04.008.

Intent—Effective date—1990 ¢ 59: See notes following RCW
29A.04.013.

29A.12.120 Counting center personnel—Instruction,
requirements. (1) Before each state primary or general elec-
tion at which voting systems are to be used, the county audi-
tor shall instruct all counting center personnel who will oper-
ate a voting system in the proper conduct of their voting sys-
tem duties.

(2) The county auditor may waive instructional require-
ments for counting center personnel who have previously
received instruction and who have served for a sufficient
length of time to be fully qualified to perform their duties.
The county auditor shall keep a record of each person who
has received instruction and is qualified to serve at the subse-
quent primary or election.

(3) No person may operate a voting system in a counting
center at a primary or election unless that person has received
the required instruction and is qualified to perform his or her
duties in connection with the handling and tallying of ballots
for that primary or election. [2013 ¢ 11 § 23; 2011 ¢ 10 § 24;
2003 ¢ 111 § 312. Prior: 1990 ¢ 59 § 29; 1977 ex.s. ¢ 361 §
69. Formerly RCW 29.33.340, 29.34.143.]

Notice to registered poll voters—Elections by mail—2011 ¢ 10: See
note following RCW 29A.04.008.

Intent—Effective date—1990 ¢ 59: See notes following RCW
29A.04.013.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.12.130 Tallying systems—Programming tests.
At least three days before each state primary or general elec-
tion, the office of the secretary of state shall provide for the
conduct of tests of the programming for each vote tallying
system to be used at that primary or general election. The test
must verify that the system will correctly count the vote cast
for all candidates and on all measures appearing on the ballot
at that primary or general election. The test shall verify the
capability of the vote tallying system to perform all of the

29A.12.160

functions that can reasonably be expected to occur during
conduct of that particular primary or election. If any error is
detected, the cause shall be determined and corrected, and an
errorless total shall be produced before the primary or elec-
tion.

Such tests shall be observed by at least one representa-
tive from each major political party, if representatives have
been appointed by the respective major political parties and
are present at the test, and shall be open to candidates, the
press, and the public. The county auditor and any political
party observers shall certify that the test has been conducted
in accordance with this section. Copies of this certification
shall be retained by the secretary of state and the county audi-
tor. All programming materials, test results, and test ballots
shall be securely sealed until the day of the primary or gen-
eral election. [2003 ¢ 111 § 313; 1998 ¢ 58 § 2; 1990 ¢ 59 §
32; 1977 ex.s. ¢ 361 § 73. Formerly RCW 29.33.350,
29.34.163.]

Intent—Effective date—1990 ¢ 59: See notes following RCW
29A.04.013.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.12.140 Operating procedures. The secretary of
state may publish recommended procedures for the operation
of the various vote tallying systems that have been approved.
These procedures allow the office of the secretary of state to
restrict or define the use of approved systems in elections.
[2003 c 111 § 314. Prior: 1998 ¢ 58 § 3; 1990 ¢ 59 § 34; 1977
ex.s. ¢ 361 § 75; 1967 ex.s. ¢ 109 § 32. Formerly RCW
29.33.360, 29.34.170.]

Intent—Effective date—1990 ¢ 59: See notes following RCW
29A.04.013.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.12.150 Recording requirements. The secretary of
state shall not certify under this title any voting device or
machine for use in conducting a primary or general or special
election in this state unless the device or machine correctly
records on a separate ballot the votes cast by each elector for
any person and for or against any measure and such separate
ballots are available for audit purposes after such a primary or
election. [2013 ¢ 11 §24;2003 ¢ 111 § 315; 1998 ¢ 245 § 26;
1991 ¢ 363 § 30; 1990 ¢ 184 § 1. Formerly RCW 29.04.200.]

Purpose—Captions not law—1991 ¢ 363: See notes following RCW
2.32.180.

29A.12.160 Blind or visually impaired voter accessi-
bility. (1) At each voting center, at least one voting unit cer-
tified by the secretary of state shall provide access to individ-
uals who are blind or visually impaired.

(2) For purposes of this section, the following definitions
apply:

(a) "Accessible" includes receiving, using, selecting, and
manipulating voter data and controls.

(b) "Nonvisual" includes synthesized speech, Braille,
and other output methods.

(¢) "Blind and visually impaired" excludes persons who
are both deaf and blind. [2011 ¢ 10 § 25; 2004 ¢ 267 § 701;
2004 ¢ 266 § 3. Prior: 2003 ¢ 110 § 1. Formerly RCW
29.33.305.]
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29A.12.180

Notice to registered poll voters—Elections by mail—2011 ¢ 10: See
note following RCW 29A.04.008.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.12.180 Disclosure of security breaches by manu-
facturer or distributor. (1) A manufacturer or distributor of
a voting system or component of a voting system that is cer-
tified by the secretary of state under RCW 29A.12.020 shall
disclose to the secretary of state and attorney general any
breach of the security of its system immediately following
discovery of the breach if:

(a) The breach has, or is reasonably likely to have, com-
promised the security, confidentiality, or integrity of an elec-
tion in any state; or

(b) Personal information of residents in any state was, or
is reasonably believed to have been, acquired by an unautho-
rized person as a result of the breach and the personal infor-
mation was not secured. For purposes of this subsection,
"personal information" has the meaning given in RCW
19.255.010.

(2) Notification under subsection (1) of this section must
be made in the most expedient time possible and without
unreasonable delay. [2018 ¢ 218 § 6.]

Intent—2018 ¢ 218: See note following RCW 29A.60.185.

29A.12.190 Decertification. (1) The secretary of state
may decertify a voting system or any component of a voting
system and withdraw authority for its future use or sale in the
state if, at any time after certification, the secretary of state
determines that:

(a) The system or component fails to meet the standards
set forth in applicable federal guidelines;

(b) The system or component was materially misrepre-
sented in the certification application;

(¢) The applicant has installed unauthorized modifica-
tions to the certified software or hardware; or

(d) Any other reason authorized by rule adopted by the
secretary of state.

(2) The secretary of state may decertify a voting system
or any component of a voting system and withdraw authority
for its future use or sale in the state if the manufacturer or dis-
tributor of the voting system or component thereof fails to
comply with the notification requirements of RCW
29A.12.180. [2018 ¢ 218 § 7.]

Intent—2018 ¢ 218: See note following RCW 29A.60.185.

29A.12.200 Security breach identification and
reporting. (1) The secretary of state must annually consult
with the Washington state fusion center, state chief informa-
tion officer, and each county auditor to identify instances of
security breaches of election systems or election data.

(2) To the extent possible, the secretary of state must
identify whether the source of a security breach, if any, is a
foreign entity, domestic entity, or both.

(3) By December 31st of each year, the secretary of state
must submit a report to the governor, state chief information
officer, Washington state fusion center, and the chairs and
ranking members of the appropriate legislative committees
from the senate and house of representatives that includes
information on any instances of security breaches identified
under subsection (1) of this section and options to increase
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the security of the election systems and election data, and to
prevent future security breaches. The report, and any related
material, data, or information provided pursuant to subsec-
tion (1) of this section or used to assemble the report, may
only be distributed to, or otherwise shared with, the individu-
als specifically mentioned in this subsection (3).

(4) For the purposes of this section:

(a) "Foreign entity" means an entity that is not organized
or formed under the laws of the United States, or a person
who is not domiciled in the United States or a citizen of the
United States.

(b) "Security breach" means a breach of the election sys-
tem or associated data where the system or associated data
has been penetrated, accessed, or manipulated by an unautho-
rized person. [2020 ¢ 101 § 2.]

Findings—Intent—2020 ¢ 101: "The legislature finds that public con-
fidence in state elections systems and election data are of paramount consid-
eration to the integrity of the voting process. The legislature also finds that
recent events have revealed an intentional and persistent effort by foreign
entities to influence election systems and other cybernetworks. Therefore,
the legislature intends to review the state's electoral systems and processes

and take appropriate measures to identify whether foreign entities were
responsible for the intrusions." [2020 ¢ 101 § 1.]

Chapter 29A.16 RCW
PRECINCTS

Sections

29A.16.040 Precincts—Boundaries may be altered.

29A.16.050 Precincts—Restrictions on precinct boundaries—Designated
by number.

29A.16.070 Precincts—Boundary changes—Registration transfer.

29A.16.040 Precincts—Boundaries may be altered.
The county legislative authority of each county in the state
shall divide the county into election precincts and establish
the boundaries of the precincts.

(1) Precinct boundaries may be altered at any time as
long as sufficient time exists prior to a given election for the
necessary procedural steps to be honored. Except as permit-
ted under subsection (3) of this section, no precinct changes
may be made during the period starting fourteen days prior to
the first day for candidates to file for the primary election and
ending with the day of the general election.

(2) The county legislative authority may establish by
ordinance a limitation on the maximum number of active reg-
istered voters in each precinct within its jurisdiction. The
number may be less than the number established by law, but
in no case may the number exceed one thousand five hundred
active registered voters.

(3) The county auditor shall temporarily adjust precinct
boundaries when a city or town annexes unincorporated terri-
tory to the city or town, or whenever unincorporated territory
is incorporated as a city or town. The adjustment must be
made as soon as possible after the approval of the annexation
or incorporation. The temporary adjustment must be limited
to the minimum changes necessary to accommodate the addi-
tion of the territory to the city or town, or to establish the eli-
gible voters within the boundaries of the new city or town,
and remains in effect only until precinct boundary modifica-
tions reflecting the annexation or incorporation are adopted
by the county legislative authority. [2011 ¢ 349 § 5; 2011 ¢
10 § 26; 2004 ¢ 266 § 10; 2003 ¢ 111 § 404; 1999 ¢ 158 § 3;
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1994 ¢ 57 § 3; 1986 ¢ 167 § 2; 1980 ¢ 107 § 3. Prior: 1977
ex.s.c 361 §4; 1977 ex.s.c 128 § 1; 1975-"76 2nd ex.s. ¢ 129
§3; 1967 ex.s. ¢ 109 § 1; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.04.040; prior: (i) 1921
c178 § 1, part; 1915 ¢ 11 § 1, part; 1907 ¢ 130 § 1, part; 1889
p 402 § 7, part; Code 1881 § 3067, part; 1865 p 30 § 1, part;
RRS § 5171, part. (ii) 1907 ¢ 130 § 2, part; 1889 p 408 § 21,
part; RRS § 5278, part. (iii) Code 1881 § 2679; 1854 p 65 §
4, part; No RRS. Formerly RCW 29.04.040.]

Reviser's note: This section was amended by 2011 ¢ 10 § 26 and by
2011 ¢ 349 § 5, each without reference to the other. Both amendments are
incorporated in the publication of this section under RCW 1.12.025(2). For
rule of construction, see RCW 1.12.025(1).

Effective date—2011 ¢ 349: See note following RCW 29A.04.255.

Notice to registered poll voters—Elections by mail—2011 ¢ 10: See
note following RCW 29A.04.008.

"Precinct" defined: RCW 294.04.121.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.16.050 Precincts—Restrictions on precinct
boundaries—Designated by number. (1) Every voting pre-
cinct must be wholly within a single congressional district, a
single legislative district, a single district of a county legisla-
tive authority, and, if applicable, a single city.

(2) Every voting precinct shall be composed, as nearly as
practicable, of contiguous and compact areas.

(3) Except as provided in this subsection, changes to the
boundaries of any precinct shall follow visible, physical fea-
tures delineated on the most current maps provided by the
United States census bureau. A change need not follow such
visible, physical features if (a) it is necessitated by an annex-
ation or incorporation and the proposed precinct boundary is
identical to an exterior boundary of the annexed or incorpo-
rated area which does not follow a visible, physical feature;
or (b) doing so would substantially impair election adminis-
tration in the involved area.

(4) After a change to precinct boundaries is adopted by
the county legislative authority, if the change does not follow
visible physical features, the county auditor shall send to the
secretary of state an electronic or paper copy of the descrip-
tion, a map or maps of the changes, and a statement of the
applicable exception under subsection (3) of this section. For
boundary changes made pursuant to subsection (3)(b) of this
section, the auditor shall include a statement of the reasons
why following visible, physical features would have substan-
tially impaired election administration.

(5) Every voting precinct within each county shall be
designated by number for the purpose of preparation of maps
and the tabulation of population for apportionment purposes.
These precincts may be identified with names or other num-
bers for other election purposes.

(6) After a change to precinct boundaries in a city or
town, the county auditor shall send one copy of the map or
maps delineating the new precinct boundaries within that city
or town to the city or town clerk.

(7) Precinct maps are public records and shall be avail-
able for inspection by the public during normal office hours
in the offices where they are kept. Copies shall be made avail-
able to the public for a fee necessary to cover the cost of
reproduction. [2003 ¢ 111 § 405; 1999 ¢ 298 § 1; 1989 ¢ 278
§ 1; 1977 ex.s. ¢ 128 § 2; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.04.050. Prior: 1921 ¢
178 § 1, part; 1915 c 11 § 1, part; 1907 ¢ 130 § 1, part; 1889
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p 402 § 7, part; Code 1881 § 3067, part; 1865 p 30 § 1, part;
RRS § 5171, part. Formerly RCW 29.04.050.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.16.070 Precincts—Boundary changes—Regis-
tration transfer. If the boundaries of any city, township, or
rural precinct are changed in the manner provided by law, the
county auditor shall update the registration records of every
registered voter whose place of residence is affected thereby.
It shall not be necessary for any registered voter whose regis-
tration has been changed from one precinct to another, by a
change of boundary, to apply to the county auditor for a trans-
fer of registration. The county auditor shall mail a notice to
each registered voter. [2013 ¢ 11 § 78; 2003 c 111 § 1903;
1971 ex.s. ¢ 202 § 27; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.10.060. Prior: 1933 ¢ 1 §
17; RRS § 5114-17. Formerly RCW 29A.76.030, 29.10.060.]
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GENERAL

29A.24.010 Officials to designate position numbers,
when—Effect. Not less than thirty days before the first day
for filing declarations of candidacy under RCW 29A.24.050
for legislative, judicial, county, city, town, or district office,
where more than one position with the same name, district
number, or title will be voted upon at the succeeding election,
the filing officer shall designate the positions to be filled by
number.

The positions so designated shall be dealt with as sepa-
rate offices for all election purposes. With the exception of
the office of justice of the supreme court, the position num-
bers shall be assigned, whenever possible, to reflect the posi-
tion numbers that were used to designate the same positions
at the last full-term election for those offices. [2003 ¢ 111 §
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29A.24.020

601. Prior: 1990 ¢ 59 § 79; 1965 ¢ 52 § 1. Formerly RCW
29.15.130, 29.18.015.]

29A.24.020 Designation of short terms, full terms,
and unexpired terms—Filing declarations—Election to
both short and full terms. If at the same election there are
short terms or full terms and unexpired terms of office to be
filled, the filing officer shall distinguish them and designate
the short term, the full term, and the unexpired term, as such,
or by use of the words "short term," "unexpired two year
term," or "four year term," as the case may be.

When both a short term and a full term for the same posi-
tion are scheduled to be voted upon, or when a short term is
created after the close of the filing period, a single declaration
of candidacy accompanied by a single filing fee shall be con-
strued as a filing for both the short term and the full term and
the name of such candidate shall appear upon the ballot for
the position sought with the designation "short term and full
term." The candidate elected to both such terms shall be
sworn into and assume office for the short term as soon as the
election returns have been certified and shall again be sworn
into office for the full term. [2013 ¢ 11 § 30; 2003 ¢ 111 §
602. Prior: 1990 ¢ 59 § 92; 1975-'76 2nd ex.s. ¢ 120 § 4; 1965
¢9§29.21.140; prior: (i) 1927 ¢ 155 § 1, part; 1925 ex.s. ¢ 68
§ 1, part; 1921 ¢ 116 § 1, part; 1919 ¢ 85 § 1, part; 1911 ¢ 101
§ 1, part; 1909 ¢ 82 § 11, part; 1907 ¢ 209 § 38, part; RRS §
5212, part. (ii) 1933 ¢ 85 § 1, part; RRS § 5213-1, part. For-
merly RCW 29.15.140, 29.21.140.]

Term of person elected to fill vacancy: RCW 42.12.030.
Vacancies in public office, how filled: RCW 42.12.010.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.24.031 Declaration of candidacy. A candidate
who desires to have his or her name printed on the ballot for
election to an office other than president of the United States,
vice president of the United States, or an office for which
ownership of property is a prerequisite to voting shall com-
plete and file a declaration of candidacy. The secretary of
state shall adopt, by rule, a declaration of candidacy form for
the office of precinct committee officer and a separate stan-
dard form for candidates for all other offices filing under this
chapter. Included on the standard form shall be:

(1) A place for the candidate to declare that he or she is a
registered voter within the jurisdiction of the office for which
he or she is filing, and the address at which he or she is regis-
tered;

(2) A place for the candidate to indicate the position for
which he or she is filing;

(3) A place for the candidate to state a party preference,
if the office is a partisan office;

(4) A place for the candidate to indicate the amount of
the filing fee accompanying the declaration of candidacy or
for the candidate to indicate that he or she is filing a filing fee
petition in lieu of the filing fee under RCW 29A.24.091;

(5) A place for the candidate to sign the declaration of
candidacy, stating that the information provided on the form
is true and swearing or affirming that he or she will support
the Constitution and laws of the United States and the Consti-
tution and laws of the state of Washington.

In the case of a declaration of candidacy filed electroni-
cally, submission of the form constitutes agreement that the
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information provided with the filing is true, that he or she will
support the Constitutions and laws of the United States and
the state of Washington, and that he or she agrees to elec-
tronic payment of the filing fee established in RCW
29A.24.091.

The secretary of state may require any other information
on the form he or she deems appropriate to facilitate the filing
process. [2013 ¢ 11 § 31;2004 c 271 § 158.]

29A.24.040 Declaration of candidacy—Electronic fil-
ing. A candidate may file his or her declaration of candidacy
for an office by electronic means on a system specifically
designed and authorized by a filing officer to accept filings.

(1) Filings that are received electronically must capture
all information specified in RCW 29A.24.031 (1) through
4).

(2) Electronic filing may begin at 9:00 a.m. the first day
of the filing period and continue through 4:00 p.m. the last
day of the filing period. [2011 ¢ 349 § 6; 2006 c 344 § 5;
2003 ¢ 111 § 604. Prior: 2002 ¢ 140 § 2. Formerly RCW
29.15.044.]

Effective date—2011 ¢ 349: See note following RCW 29A.04.255.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.24.050 Declaration of candidacy—Certain
offices, when filed. Except where otherwise provided by this
title, declarations of candidacy for the following offices shall
be filed during regular business hours with the filing officer
beginning the Monday two weeks before Memorial day and
ending the following Friday in the year in which the office is
scheduled to be voted upon:

(1) Offices that are scheduled to be voted upon for full
terms or both full terms and short terms at, or in conjunction
with, a state general election; and

(2) Offices where a vacancy, other than a short term,
exists that has not been filled by election and for which an
election to fill the vacancy is required in conjunction with the
next state general election.

This section supersedes all other statutes that provide for
a different filing period for these offices. [2011 ¢ 349 § 7;
2006 ¢ 344 § 6; 2003 c 111 § 605. Prior: 1990 ¢ 59 § 81; 1986
c 167 § 8; 1984 ¢ 142 § 2. Formerly RCW 29.15.020,
29.18.025.]

Effective date—2011 ¢ 349: See note following RCW 29A.04.255.

Intent—1984 ¢ 142: "It is the intention of the legislature that this act
shall provide an equitable qualifying procedure for candidates who, at the
time of filing, lack sufficient assets or income to pay the filing fees otherwise
required of candidates for public office." [1984 ¢ 142 § 1.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.24.060 Candidates' names—Nicknames. When
filing for office, a candidate may indicate the manner in
which he or she desires his or her name to be printed on the
ballot. For filing purposes, a candidate may use a nickname
by which he or she is commonly known as his or her first
name, but the last name shall be the name under which he or
she is registered to vote.

No candidate may:

(1) Use a nickname that denotes present or past occupa-
tion, including military rank;
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(2) Use a nickname that denotes the candidate's position
on issues or political affiliation;

(3) Use a nickname designed intentionally to mislead
voters. [2003 ¢ 111 § 606; 1990 ¢ 59 § 83. Formerly RCW
29.15.090.]

29A.24.070 Declaration of candidacy—Where
filed—Copy to public disclosure commission. Declara-
tions of candidacy shall be filed with the following filing offi-
cers:

(1) The secretary of state for declarations of candidacy
for statewide offices, United States senate, and United States
house of representatives;

(2) The secretary of state for declarations of candidacy
for the state legislature, the court of appeals, and the superior
court when the candidate is seeking office in a district com-
prised of voters from two or more counties;

(3) The county auditor for all other offices. For any non-
partisan office, other than judicial offices and school director
in joint districts, where voters from a district comprising
more than one county vote upon the candidates, a declaration
of candidacy shall be filed with the county auditor of the
county in which a majority of the registered voters of the dis-
trict reside. For school directors in joint school districts, the
declaration of candidacy shall be filed with the county audi-
tor of the county designated by the superintendent of public
instruction as the county to which the joint school district is
considered as belonging under RCW 28A.323.040.

Each official with whom declarations of candidacy are
filed under this section, within one business day following
the closing of the applicable filing period, shall transmit to
the public disclosure commission the information required in
RCW 29A.24.031 (1) through (4) for each declaration of can-
didacy filed in his or her office during such filing period or a
list containing the name of each candidate who files such a
declaration in his or her office during such filing period
together with a precise identification of the position sought
by each such candidate and the date on which each such dec-
laration was filed. Such official, within three days following
his or her receipt of any letter withdrawing a person's name as
a candidate, shall also forward a copy of such withdrawal let-
ter to the public disclosure commission. [2009 ¢ 106 § 1;
2006 ¢ 263 § 614; 2005 ¢ 221 § 1; 2003 ¢ 111 § 607; 2002 ¢
140 § 4; 1998 ¢ 22 § 1; 1990 ¢ 59 § 84; 1977 ex.s. ¢ 361 § 30;
1975-"76 2nd ex.s. ¢ 112 § 1; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.18.040. Prior:
1907 ¢ 209 § 7; RRS § 5184. Formerly RCW 29.15.030,
29.18.040.]

Findings—Purpose—Part headings not law—2006 ¢ 263: See notes
following RCW 28A.150.230.

Public disclosure—Campaign finances, lobbying, records: Chapter 42.174
RCW.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.24.072 Preservation of declarations of candi-
dacy. The secretary of state and each county auditor shall
preserve all declarations of candidacy filed in their respective
offices for six months. All declarations of candidacy must be
open to public inspection. [2003 ¢ 111 § 501; 1965 ¢ 9 §
29.27.090. Prior: 1921 ¢ 178 § 1, part; 1915 ¢ 11 § 1, part;
1907 ¢ 130 § 1, part; 1889 p 402 § 7, part; Code 1881 § 3067,

29A.24.081

part; 1865 p 30 § 1, part; RRS § 5171, part. Formerly RCW
29A.20.010, 29.27.090.]

29A.24.075 Qualifications for filing, appearance on
ballot. (1) A person filing a declaration of candidacy for an
office shall, at the time of filing, be a registered voter and
possess the qualifications specified by law for persons who
may be elected to the office.

(2) Excluding the office of precinct committee officer or
a temporary elected position such as a charter review board
member or freeholder, no person may file for more than one
office.

(3) The name of a candidate for an office shall not appear
on a ballot for that office unless, except for judge of the supe-
rior court and as provided in RCW 3.50.057, the candidate is,
at the time the candidate's declaration of candidacy is filed,
properly registered to vote in the geographic area represented
by the office. For the purposes of this section, each geo-
graphic area in which registered voters may cast ballots for an
office is represented by that office. If a person elected to an
office must be nominated from a district or similar division of
the geographic area represented by the office, the name of a
candidate for the office shall not appear on a primary ballot
for that office unless the candidate is, at the time the candi-
date's declaration of candidacy is filed, properly registered to
vote in that district or division. The officer with whom decla-
rations of candidacy must be filed under this title shall review
each such declaration filed regarding compliance with this
subsection.

(4) The requirements of voter registration and residence
within the geographic area of a district do not apply to candi-
dates for congressional office. Qualifications for the United
States congress are specified in the United States Constitu-
tion. [2013 ¢ 11 § 25; 2004 ¢ 271 § 153. Formerly RCW
29A.20.021.]

29A.24.081 Declaration—Filing by mail. Any candi-
date may mail his or her declaration of candidacy for an
office to the filing officer. Such declarations of candidacy
shall be processed by the filing officer in the following man-
ner:

(1) Any declaration received by the filing officer by mail
before the tenth business day immediately preceding the first
day for candidates to file for office shall be returned to the
candidate submitting it, together with a notification that the
declaration of candidacy was received too early to be pro-
cessed. The candidate shall then be permitted to resubmit his
or her declaration of candidacy during the filing period.

(2) Any properly executed declaration of candidacy
received by mail on or after the tenth business day immedi-
ately preceding the first day for candidates to file for office
and before the close of business on the last day of the filing
period shall be included with filings made in person during
the filing period.

(3) Any declaration of candidacy received by the filing
officer after the close of business on the last day for candi-
dates to file for office shall be rejected and returned to the
candidate attempting to file it. [2011 ¢ 10 § 27; 2004 ¢ 271 §
159.]

Notice to registered poll voters—Elections by mail—2011 ¢ 10: See
note following RCW 29A.04.008.
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29A.24.091

29A.24.091 Declaration—Fees and petitions. (1) A
filing fee of ten dollars shall accompany the declaration of
candidacy for any office with a fixed annual salary of one
thousand dollars or less. A filing fee equal to one percent of
the annual salary of the office at the time of filing shall
accompany the declaration of candidacy for any office with a
fixed annual salary of more than one thousand dollars per
annum. No filing fee need accompany a declaration of candi-
dacy for precinct committee officer or any office for which
compensation is on a per diem or per meeting attended basis,
or any declaration of candidacy for a write-in candidate filed
after the close of filing and more than eighteen days prior to
a primary or election.

(2) A filing fee of twenty-five dollars shall accompany
the declaration of candidacy for write-in candidates for any
office with a fixed annual salary of one thousand dollars or
less if filed eighteen days or less prior to a primary or elec-
tion.

(3) A filing fee equal to one percent of the annual salary
of the office at the time of filing shall accompany a declara-
tion of candidacy for write-in candidates for any office with a
fixed annual salary of more than one thousand dollars per
annum if filed eighteen days or less prior to a primary or elec-
tion.

(4) A candidate who lacks sufficient assets or income at
the time of filing to pay the filing fee required by this section
shall submit with his or her declaration of candidacy a filing
fee petition. The petition shall contain not less than a number
of signatures of registered voters equal to the number of dol-
lars of the filing fee. The signatures shall be of voters regis-
tered to vote within the jurisdiction of the office for which the
candidate is filing.

When the candidacy is for:

(a) A statewide office, the United States senate, or the
United States house of representatives, the fee shall be paid to
the secretary of state;

(b) A legislative or judicial office that includes territory
from more than one county, the fee shall be paid to the secre-
tary of state for equal division between the treasuries of the
counties comprising the district;

(c) A legislative or judicial office that includes territory
from only one county, the fee shall be paid to the county audi-
tor;

(d) A city or town office, the fee shall be paid to the
county auditor who shall transmit it to the city or town clerk
for deposit in the city or town treasury. [2018 ¢ 187 § 1;2009
¢ 106 § 2; 2006 ¢ 206 § 3; 2005 ¢ 221 § 2; 2004 ¢ 271 § 160.]

29A.24.101 Filing fee petition—Form. (1) The filing
fee petition authorized by RCW 29A.24.091 must be printed
on sheets of uniform color and size, must include a place for
each individual to sign and print his or her name and the
address, city, and county at which he or she is registered to
vote, and must contain no more than twenty numbered lines.

(2) The filing fee petition must be in substantially the
following form:

The warning prescribed by RCW 29A.72.140; followed
by:

We, the undersigned registered voters of _ (the state of
Washington or the political subdivision for which the nomi-
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nation is made) , hereby petition that the name of
(candidate's name) be printed on the official primary bal-
lot for the office of _ (insert name of office)

[2013 ¢ 11 § 32; 2006 ¢ 206 § 4; 2004 ¢ 271 § 114.]

29A.24.111 Petitions—Rejection—Acceptance, can-
vass of signatures—Judicial review. Filing fee petitions
may be rejected for the following reasons:

(1) The petition is not in the proper form;

(2) The petition clearly bears insufficient signatures;

(3) The petition is not accompanied by a declaration of
candidacy;

(4) The time within which the petition and the declara-
tion of candidacy could have been filed has expired.

If the petition is accepted, the officer with whom it is
filed shall canvass the signatures contained on it and shall
reject the signatures of those persons who are not registered
voters and the signatures of those persons who are not regis-
tered to vote within the jurisdiction of the office for which the
filing fee petition is filed. He or she shall additionally reject
any signature that appears on the filing fee petitions of two or
more candidates for the same office and shall also reject, each
time it appears, the name of any person who signs the same
petition more than once.

If the officer with whom the petition is filed refuses to
accept the petition or refuses to certify the petition as bearing
sufficient valid signatures, the person filing the petition may
appeal that action to the superior court. The application for
judicial review shall take precedence over other cases and
matters and shall be speedily heard and determined. [2006 ¢
206 § 5;2004 ¢ 271 § 161.]

29A.24.131 Withdrawal of candidacy. A candidate
may withdraw his or her declaration of candidacy at any time
before the close of business on the Monday following the last
day for candidates to file under RCW 29A.24.050 by filing,
with the officer with whom the declaration of candidacy was
filed, a signed request that his or her name not be printed on
the ballot. There shall be no withdrawal period for declara-
tions of candidacy filed during special filing periods held
under this title. No filing fee may be refunded to any candi-
date who withdraws under this section. Notice of the deadline
for withdrawal of candidacy and that the filing fee is not
refundable shall be given to each candidate at the time he or
she files. [2011 ¢ 349 § 8; 2004 ¢ 271 § 115.]

Effective date—2011 ¢ 349: See note following RCW 29A.04.255.

29A.24.141 Void in candidacy. A void in candidacy
occurs when an election has been scheduled and no valid dec-
laration of candidacy has been filed for the position or all per-
sons filing such valid declarations of candidacy have died or
been disqualified. [2011 ¢ 349 § 9; 2004 ¢ 271 § 162.]

Effective date—2011 ¢ 349: See note following RCW 29A.04.255.

29A.24.171 Vacancies in office. (1) If, prior to the first
day of the regular filing period, a vacancy occurs in an office
that is not scheduled to appear on the general election ballot,
leaving an unexpired term for which a successor must be
elected at the next general election, filings for that office shall
be accepted during the regular filing period. The filing officer
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shall provide notice of the vacancy and filing period to news-
papers, radio, and television in the county, and online. The
position shall appear on the primary and general election bal-
lots unless no primary is required or unless a candidate for
superior court judge is entitled to a certificate of election pur-
suant to Article 4 [IV], section 29 of the state Constitution.
(2) If, on the first day of the regular filing period or later,
a vacancy occurs in an office that is not scheduled to appear
on the general election ballot, leaving an unexpired term, the
election of the successor shall occur at the next succeeding
general election that the office is allowed by law to have an
election. [2011 c 349 § 10; 2006 ¢ 344 § 7; 2004 ¢ 271 §
165.]
Effective date—2011 ¢ 349 §§ 10-12, 27, 28, and 30: "Sections 10
through 12, 27, 28, and 30 of this act are necessary for the immediate preser-
vation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the state govern-

ment and its existing public institutions, and take effect immediately [May
16,2011]." [2011 ¢ 349 § 34.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.24.181 Regular filing period—Voids in candi-
dacy. (1) Ifa void in candidacy occurs following the regular
filing period and deadline to withdraw, but prior to the day of
the primary, filings for that office shall be reopened for a
period of three normal business days, such three-day period
to be fixed by the filing officer. The filing officer shall pro-
vide notice of the special filing period to newspapers, radio,
and television in the county, and online. The candidate
receiving a plurality of the votes cast for that office in the
general election is deemed elected.

(2) This section does not apply to voids in candidacy in
the office of precinct committee officer, which are filled by
appointment pursuant to *RCW 29A.28.071. [2011 ¢ 349 §
11; 2006 c 344 § 8; 2004 ¢ 271 § 166.]

*Reviser's note: RCW 29A.28.071 was recodified as RCW 29A.80.031
pursuant to 2013 ¢ 11 § 93.

Effective date—2011 c 349 §§ 10-12, 27, 28, and 30: See note follow-
ing RCW 29A.24.171.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.24.191 Scheduled election lapses, when. A
scheduled election shall be lapsed, the office deemed stricken
from the ballot, no purported write-in votes counted, and no
candidate certified as elected, when a void in candidacy
occurs following the special three-day filing period required
by RCW 29A.24.181. [2011 ¢ 349 § 12;2006 c 344 § 9; 2004
c271§167.]

Effective date—2011 ¢ 349 §§ 10-12, 27, 28, and 30: See note follow-
ing RCW 29A.24.171.
Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.24.201 Lapse of election when no filing for single
positions—Effect. If after both the normal filing period and
special three-day filing period as provided by RCW
29A.24.171 and 29A.24.181 have passed, no candidate has
filed for any single city, town, or district position to be filled,
the election for such position shall be deemed lapsed, the
office deemed stricken from the ballot and no write-in votes
counted. In such instance, the incumbent occupying such
position shall remain in office and continue to serve until a
successor is elected at the next election when such positions
are voted upon. [2004 ¢ 271 § 190.]

29A.24.311

29A.24.220 Void in candidacy for water-sewer dis-
tricts—Fewer than one hundred residents. A void in can-
didacy in a water-sewer district with fewer than one hundred
residents may be filled in accordance with RCW 57.12.035.
[2007 ¢ 383 § 2.]

WRITE-IN CANDIDATES

29A.24.311 Write-in voting—Candidates, declara-
tion. (1) Any person who desires to be a write-in candidate
shall file a declaration of candidacy with the officer desig-
nated in RCW 29A.24.070 not later than 8:00 p.m. on the day
of the primary or election. A write-in declaration of candi-
dacy is timely if filed by this deadline. No votes shall be
counted for a write-in candidate who has not properly filed a
write-in declaration of candidacy.

(2) Votes cast for write-in candidates who have filed
such declarations of candidacy need only specify the name of
the candidate in the appropriate location on the ballot in order
to be counted.

(3) No person may file as a write-in candidate where:

(a) At a general election, the person attempting to file
either filed as a write-in candidate for the same office at the
preceding primary or the person's name was printed on the
ballot for the same office at the preceding primary;

(b) The person attempting to file as a write-in candidate
has already filed a valid write-in declaration for that primary
or election;

(c) The name of the person attempting to file is already
printed on the ballot as a candidate for another office, unless
the other office is precinct committee officer or a temporary
elected position, such as charter review board member or
freeholder;

(d) The office filed for is precinct committee officer.

(4) The declaration of candidacy shall be similar to that
required by RCW 29A.24.031. No write-in candidate filing
under this section may be included in any voter's pamphlet
produced under chapter 29A.32 RCW unless that candidate
qualifies to have his or her name printed on the general elec-
tion ballot. The legislative authority of any jurisdiction pro-
ducing a local voter's pamphlet under chapter 29A.32 RCW
may provide, by ordinance, for the inclusion of write-in can-
didates in such pamphlets. [2018 ¢ 187 § 2; 2013 ¢ 11 § 91;
2012 ¢ 89 § 2;2011 ¢ 349 § 13;2004 ¢ 271 § 117.]

Intent—Finding—2012 ¢ 89: "The United States district court, western
district of Washington, ruled that Washington's method of electing political
party precinct committee officers is unconstitutional based on the associa-
tional rights of political parties. The court stated that Washington may decide
to implement elections for precinct committee officer in a manner not yet
conceived but ultimately satisfactory to the political parties. Washington
may even implement these elections in a way that severely burdens the polit-
ical parties' associational rights but does so in a manner narrowly tailored to
serve a compelling governmental interest. The major political parties stated
in court that they might be satisfied of party membership if a voter affirms
affiliation with the particular party. Toward this end, the legislature has
worked closely with the major political parties to develop a system of elect-
ing precinct committee officers that the parties support, that will protect the
secrecy of the ballot, and will not increase burdens placed on local election
officials. Therefore, it is the intent of the legislature to remedy the unconsti-
tutional method of selecting precinct committee officers by implementing a
provision requiring voters to affirm an affiliation with the appropriate party
in order to vote in a race for precinct committee officer in that party. The leg-
islature finds that the office of precinct committee officer itself is both a con-

stitutionally recognized and authorized office with certain duties outlined in
state law and the state Constitution." [2012 ¢ 89 § 1.]
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Effective date—2012 ¢ 89: "This act is necessary for the immediate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the state gov-
ernment and its existing public institutions, and takes effect immediately
[March 29, 2012]." [2012 ¢ 89 § 7.]

Effective date—2011 ¢ 349: See note following RCW 29A.04.255.

29A.24.320 Write-in candidates—Notice to auditors,
ballot counters. The secretary of state shall notify each
county auditor of any declarations filed with the secretary
under RCW 29A.24.311 for offices appearing on the ballot in
that county. The county auditor shall ensure that those per-
sons charged with counting the ballots for a primary or elec-
tion are notified of all valid write-in candidates before the
tabulation of those ballots. [2013 ¢ 11 § 33; 2003 ¢ 111 §
623. Prior: 1988 ¢ 181 § 2. Formerly RCW 29.04.190.]

Chapter 29A.28 RCW
VACANCIES

Sections

29A.28.030
29A.28.041
29A.28.050
29A.28.061

United States senate.

Congress—Special election.

Congress—Notices of special primary and election.

Congress—General, primary election laws to apply—Time
deadlines, modifications.

29A.28.030 United States senate. When a vacancy
occurs in the representation of this state in the senate of the
United States, the governor shall make a temporary appoint-
ment to that office until the people fill the vacancy by elec-
tion as provided in this chapter. [2003 ¢ 111 § 703. Prior:
1985 ¢ 45 § 3; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.68.070; prior: 1921 ¢ 33 § 1;
RRS § 3798. Formerly RCW 29.68.070.]

Legislative intent—1985 ¢ 45: See note following RCW 29A.04.420.

Special procedures for primary for United States senate vacancy in 1983:

Chapter 1, Laws of 1983 3rd ex. sess. (uncodified).
Vacancies in public office, how caused: RCW 42.12.010.

29A.28.041 Congress—Special election. (1) When-
ever a vacancy occurs in the United States house of represen-
tatives or the United States senate from this state, the gover-
nor shall order a special election to fill the vacancy.

(2) Within ten days of such vacancy occurring, he or she
shall issue a writ of election fixing a date for the primary at
least seventy days after issuance of the writ, and fixing a date
for the election at least seventy days after the date of the pri-
mary. If the vacancy is in the office of United States represen-
tative, the writ of election shall specify the congressional dis-
trict that is vacant.

(3) If the vacancy occurs less than eight months before a
general election and before the close of the filing period for
that general election, the special primary and special vacancy
election must be held in concert with the state primary and
general election in that year.

(4) If the vacancy occurs on or after the first day for fil-
ing under RCW 29A.24.050 and on or before the close of the
filing period, a special filing period of three normal business
days shall be fixed and notice thereof given to all media,
including press, radio, and television within the area in which
the vacancy election is to be held, to the end that, insofar as
possible, all interested persons will be aware of such filing
period.
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(5) If the vacancy occurs later than the close of the filing
period, a special primary and vacancy election to fill the posi-
tion shall be held after the next general election but, in any
event, no later than the ninetieth day following the general
election. [2013 ¢ 11 § 34;2011 ¢ 349 § 14; 2006 c 344 § 12;
2004 ¢ 271 § 118.]

Effective date—2011 ¢ 349: See note following RCW 29A.04.255.
Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.28.050 Congress—Notices of special primary
and election. After calling a special primary and special
vacancy election to fill a vacancy in the United States house
of representatives or the United States senate from this state,
the governor shall immediately notify the secretary of state
who shall, in turn, immediately notify the county auditor of
each county wholly or partly within which the vacancy exists.

Each county auditor shall publish notices of the special
primary and the special vacancy election at least once in any
legal newspaper published in the county, as provided by
RCW 29A.52.355. [2013 c 11 § 35;2003 c 111 § 705; 1985
c4585;,19732nd ex.s.¢ 36 § 5; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.68.100. Prior:
1909 ex.s. ¢ 25 § 2, part; RRS § 3800, part. Formerly RCW
29.68.100.]

Legislative intent—1985 ¢ 45: See note following RCW 29A.04.420.

29A.28.061 Congress—General, primary election
laws to apply—Time deadlines, modifications. The gen-
eral election laws and laws relating to partisan primaries shall
apply to the special primaries and vacancy elections provided
for in chapter 29A.28 RCW to the extent that they are not
inconsistent with the provisions of these sections. Statutory
time deadlines relating to availability of ballots, certification,
canvassing, and related procedures that cannot be met in a
timely fashion may be modified for the purposes of a specific
primary or vacancy election under this chapter by the secre-
tary of state through emergency rules adopted under RCW
29A.04.611. [2013 ¢ 11 § 36; 2011 ¢ 10 § 28; 2004 ¢ 271 §
119.]

Notice to registered poll voters—Elections by mail—2011 ¢ 10: See
note following RCW 29A.04.008.

Chapter 29A.32 RCW
VOTERS' PAMPHLETS

Sections
STATE VOTERS' PAMPHLET

29A.32.010
29A.32.020
29A.32.031
29A.32.032
29A.32.040
29A.32.060
29A.32.070
29A.32.080
29A.32.090
29A.32.100
29A.32.110
29A.32.121

Printing and distribution.
Prohibition against deceptively similar campaign materials.
Contents.

Party preference.

Explanatory statements.
Arguments.

Format, layout, contents.
Amendatory style.
Arguments—Rejection, dispute.
Arguments—Public inspection.
Photographs.

Candidates' statements—Length.

LOCAL VOTERS' PAMPHLET

29A.32.210
29A.32.220

Authorization—Contents—Format.

Notice of production—Local governments' decision to partici-
pate.

Administrative rules.

Contents.

29A.32.230
29A.32.241
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29A.32.250
29A.32.260
29A.32.270
29A.32.280

Candidates, when included.

Mailing.

Cost.

Arguments advocating approval or disapproval—Preparation
by committees.

STATE VOTERS' PAMPHLET

29A.32.010 Printing and distribution. The secretary
of state shall, whenever at least one statewide measure or
office is scheduled to appear on the general election ballot,
print and distribute a voters' pamphlet.

The secretary of state shall distribute the voters' pam-
phlet to each household in the state, to public libraries, and to
any other locations he or she deems appropriate. The secre-
tary of state shall also produce taped or Braille transcripts of
the voters' pamphlet, publicize their availability, and mail
without charge a copy to any person who requests one.

The secretary of state may make the material required to
be distributed by this chapter available to the public in elec-
tronic form. The secretary of state may provide the material
in electronic form to computer bulletin boards, print and
broadcast news media, community computer networks, and
similar services at the cost of reproduction or transmission of
the data. [2003 ¢ 111 § 801. Prior: 1999 ¢ 260 § 1. Formerly
RCW 29.81.210.]

29A.32.020 Prohibition against deceptively similar
campaign materials. No person or entity may publish or
distribute any campaign material that is deceptively similar in
design or appearance to a voters' pamphlet that was published
by the secretary of state during the ten-year period before the
publication or distribution of the campaign material by the
person or entity. The secretary of state shall take reasonable
measures to prevent or to stop violations of this section. Such
measures may include, among others, petitioning the superior
court for a temporary restraining order or other appropriate
injunctive relief. In addition, the secretary may request the
superior court to impose a civil fine on a violator of this sec-
tion. The court is authorized to levy on and recover from each
violator a civil fine not to exceed the greater of: (1) Two dol-
lars for each copy of the deceptive material distributed, or (2)
one thousand dollars. In addition, the violator is liable for the
state's legal expenses and other costs resulting from the viola-
tion. Any funds recovered under this section must be trans-
mitted to the state treasurer for deposit in the general fund.
[2003 c 111 § 802; 1984 c 41 § 1. Formerly RCW 29.04.035.]

29A.32.031 Contents. The voters' pamphlet published
or distributed under RCW 29A.32.010 must contain:

(1) Information about each measure for an advisory vote
of the people and each ballot measure initiated by or referred
to the voters for their approval or rejection as required by
RCW 29A.32.070;

(2) In even-numbered years, statements, if submitted,
from candidates for the office of president and vice president
of the United States, United States senator, United States rep-
resentative, governor, lieutenant governor, secretary of state,
state treasurer, state auditor, attorney general, commissioner
of public lands, superintendent of public instruction, insur-
ance commissioner, state senator, state representative, justice
of the supreme court, judge of the court of appeals, or judge

29A.32.032

of the superior court. Candidates may also submit campaign
contact information and a photograph not more than five
years old in a format that the secretary of state determines to
be suitable for reproduction in the voters' pamphlet;

(3) In odd-numbered years, if any office voted upon
statewide appears on the ballot due to a vacancy, then state-
ments and photographs for candidates for any vacant office
listed in subsection (2) of this section must appear;

(4) Contact information for the public disclosure com-
mission established under RCW 42.17A.100, including the
following statement: "For a list of the people and organiza-
tions that donated to state and local candidates and ballot
measure campaigns, visit www.pdc.wa.gov." The statement
must be placed in a prominent position, such as on the cover
or on the first two pages of the voters' pamphlet. The secre-
tary of state may substitute such language as is necessary for
accuracy and clarity and consistent with the intent of this sec-
tion;

(5) Contact information for major political parties;

(6) A brief statement explaining the deletion and addi-
tion of language for proposed measures under RCW
29A.32.080;

(7) A list of all student engagement hubs as designated
under RCW 29A.40.180; and

(8) Any additional information pertaining to elections as
may be required by law or in the judgment of the secretary of
state is deemed informative to the voters. [2020 ¢ 208 § 11;
2013 ¢ 283 § 2; (2018 ¢ 112 § 5 expired January 1, 2019);
2011 ¢ 60 § 13;2009 c 415 §2;2008 ¢ 1 § 12 (Initiative Mea-
sure No. 960, approved November 6, 2007); 2004 ¢ 271 §
121.]

Short title—Findings—2020 c 208: See notes following RCW
29A.08.210.

Expiration date—2018 ¢ 112 § 5: "Section 5 of this act expires January
1,2019." [2018 ¢ 112 § 7.]

Findings—Intent—2013 ¢ 283: "(1) The legislature finds that the vot-
ers of the state of Washington have overwhelmingly affirmed the public's
right to know about the financing of political activity. Recognizing that Ini-
tiative 276, which created the public disclosure commission and serves as the
foundation of Washington's disclosure and campaign finance laws, was
approved with over seventy-two percent of voters in support, the legislature
also finds that maintaining the tradition of transparency in campaigns and
political activities in the state of Washington is a top priority for citizens
throughout Washington state.

(2) Therefore, it is the intent of the legislature to increase transparency
and ensure that voters be provided easy access to accurate information about
the sources of money supporting or opposing candidates and ballot measures
by printing the public disclosure commission's web site on voters' pamphlets
and ballots for each primary and general election." [2013 ¢ 283 § 1.]

Effective date—2011 ¢ 60: See RCW 42.17A.919.

Findings—Intent—Construction—Severability—Subheadings and
part headings not law—Short title—Effective date—2008 c 1 (Initiative
Measure No. 960): See notes following RCW 43.135.031.

29A.32.032 Party preference. The voters' pamphlet
must also contain the political party preference or indepen-
dent status where a candidate appearing on the ballot has
expressed such a preference on his or her declaration of can-
didacy. [2005 ¢ 2 § 11 (Initiative Measure No. 872, approved
November 2, 2004).]

Short title—Intent—Contingent effective date—2005 ¢ 2 (Initiative
Measure No. 872): See notes following RCW 29A.52.112.
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29A.32.040 Explanatory statements. (1) Explanatory
statements prepared by the attorney general under RCW
29A.32.070 (3) and (4) must be written in clear and concise
language, avoiding legal and technical terms when possible.
Statements are initiated by written request from the secretary
of state, and must be filed with the secretary of state by the
date provided in the request.

(2) When the explanatory statements for a measure initi-
ated by petition are filed with the secretary of state, the secre-
tary of state shall immediately provide the text of the state-
ments to the person proposing the measure and any others
who have made written request for notification of the exact
language of the statements. When the statements for a mea-
sure referred to the ballot by the legislature are filed with the
secretary of state, the secretary of state shall immediately
provide the text of the statements to the presiding officer of
the senate, the presiding officer of the house of representa-
tives, the prime sponsor, and any others who have made writ-
ten request for notification of the exact language of the state-
ments.

(3) A person dissatisfied with the statements may appeal
to the superior court of Thurston county within five days of
the filing date. A copy of the petition and a notice of the
appeal must be served on the secretary of state and the attor-
ney general. The court shall examine the measure, the state-
ments, and objections, and may hear arguments. The court
shall render its decision and certify to and file with the secre-
tary of state a statement it determines will meet the require-
ments of this chapter, and within the timelines identified by
the secretary of state.

The decision of the superior court is final, and its state-
ment is the established explanatory statement. The appeal
must be heard without costs to either party. [2015¢ 171 § 1;
2009 ¢ 415 § 3; 2003 c 111 § 804. Prior: 1999 ¢ 260 § 3. For-
merly RCW 29.81.230.]

29A.32.060 Arguments. Committees shall write and
submit arguments advocating the approval or rejection of
each statewide ballot issue and rebuttals of those arguments.
The secretary of state, the presiding officer of the senate, and
the presiding officer of the house of representatives shall
appoint the initial two members of each committee. In mak-
ing these committee appointments the secretary of state and
presiding officers of the senate and house of representatives
shall consider legislators, sponsors of initiatives and referen-
dums, and other interested groups known to advocate or
oppose the ballot measure. Committees must have the
explanatory and fiscal impact statements available before
preparing their arguments.

The initial two members may select up to four additional
members, and the committee shall elect a chairperson. The
remaining committee member or members may fill vacancies
through appointment.

After the committee submits its initial argument state-
ments to the secretary of state, the secretary of state shall
transmit the statements to the opposite committee. The oppo-
site committee may then prepare rebuttal arguments. Rebut-
tals may not interject new points.

The voters' pamphlet may contain only argument state-
ments prepared according to this section. Arguments may
contain graphs and charts supported by factual statistical data
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and pictures or other illustrations. Cartoons or caricatures are
not permitted. [2015¢ 171 §2;2003 ¢ 111 § 806. Prior: 1999
¢ 260 § 4. Formerly RCW 29.81.240.]

29A.32.070 Format, layout, contents. The secretary of
state shall determine the format and layout of the voters' pam-
phlet published under RCW 29A.32.010. The secretary of
state shall print the pamphlet in clear, readable type on a size,
quality, and weight of paper that in the judgment of the secre-
tary of state best serves the voters. The pamphlet must con-
tain a table of contents. Measures and arguments must be
printed in the order specified by RCW 29A.72.290.

The secretary of state's name may not appear in the vot-
ers' pamphlet in his or her official capacity if the secretary is
a candidate for office during the same year. His or her name
may only be included as part of the information normally
included for candidates.

The voters' pamphlet must provide the following infor-
mation for each statewide issue on the ballot except measures
for an advisory vote of the people whose requirements are
provided in subsection (11) of this section:

(1) The legal identification of the measure by serial des-
ignation or number;

(2) The official ballot title of the measure;

(3) A statement prepared by the attorney general explain-
ing the law as it presently exists;

(4) A statement prepared by the attorney general explain-
ing the effect of the proposed measure if it becomes law;

(5) The fiscal impact statement prepared under RCW
29A.72.025;

(6) The total number of votes cast for and against the
measure in the senate and house of representatives, if the
measure has been passed by the legislature;

(7) An argument advocating the voters' approval of the
measure together with any statement in rebuttal of the oppos-
ing argument;

(8) An argument advocating the voters' rejection of the
measure together with any statement in rebuttal of the oppos-
ing argument;

(9) Each argument or rebuttal statement must be fol-
lowed by the names of the committee members who submit-
ted them, and may be followed by a telephone number that
citizens may call to obtain information on the ballot measure;

(10) The full text of the measure;

(11) Two pages shall be provided in the general election
voters' pamphlet for each measure for an advisory vote of the
people under RCW 43.135.041 and shall consist of the serial
number assigned by the secretary of state under RCW
29A.72.040, the short description formulated by the attorney
general under RCW 29A.72.283, the tax increase's most
up-to-date ten-year cost projection, including a year-by-year
breakdown, by the office of financial management under
RCW 43.135.031, and the names of the legislators, and their
contact information, and how they voted on the increase upon
final passage so they can provide information to, and answer
questions from, the public. For the purposes of this subsec-
tion, "names of legislators, and their contact information"
includes each legislator's position (senator or representative),
first name, last name, party affiliation (for example, Demo-
crat or Republican), city or town they live in, office phone
number, and office email address. [2016 ¢ 83 § 1; 2009 c 415
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§ 5. Prior: 2008 ¢ 1 § 13 (Initiative Measure No. 960,

approved November 6, 2007); 2003 ¢ 111 § 807; prior: 2002

¢ 139§ 2; 1999 ¢ 260 § 5. Formerly RCW 29.81.250.]
Findings—Intent—Construction—Severability—Subheadings and

part headings not law—Short title—Effective date—2008 ¢ 1 (Initiative
Measure No. 960): See notes following RCW 43.135.031.

29A.32.080 Amendatory style. Statewide ballot mea-
sures that amend existing law must be printed in the voters'
pamphlet so that language proposed for deletion is enclosed
by double parentheses and has a line through it. Proposed
new language must be underlined. A statement explaining the
deletion and addition of language must appear as follows:
"Any language in double parentheses with a line through it is
existing state law and will be taken out of the law if this mea-
sure is approved by voters. Any underlined language does not
appear in current state law but will be added to the law if this
measure is approved by voters." [2003 ¢ 111 § 808. Prior:
1999 ¢ 260 § 6. Formerly RCW 29.81.260.]

29A.32.090 Arguments—Rejection, dispute. (1) If in
the opinion of the secretary of state any argument or state-
ment offered for inclusion in the voters' pamphlet in support
of or opposition to a measure or candidate contains obscene
matter or matter that is otherwise prohibited by law from dis-
tribution through the mail, the secretary may petition the
superior court of Thurston county for a judicial determination
that the argument or statement may be rejected for publica-
tion or edited to delete the matter. The court shall not enter
such an order unless it concludes that the matter is obscene or
otherwise prohibited for distribution through the mail.

(2) A candidate's statement submitted for inclusion in the
voters' pamphlet shall not contain false or misleading state-
ments about the candidate's opponent. A false or misleading
statement shall be considered "libel or defamation per se" if
the statement tends to expose the candidate to hatred, con-
tempt, ridicule, or obloquy, or to deprive him or her of the
benefit of public confidence or social intercourse, or to injure
him or her in his or her business or occupation. If a candidate
believes his or her opponent has libeled or defamed him or
her, the candidate may commence an action under subsection
(3) of this section.

(3)(a) A person who believes that he or she may be
defamed by an argument or statement offered for inclusion in
the voters' pamphlet in support of or opposition to a measure
or candidate may petition the superior court of Thurston
county for a judicial determination that the argument or state-
ment may be rejected for publication or edited to delete the
defamatory statement.

(b) The court shall not enter such an order unless it con-
cludes that the statement is untrue and that the petitioner has
a very substantial likelihood of prevailing in a defamation
action.

(c) An action under this subsection (3) must be filed and
served no later than the tenth day after the deadline for the
submission of the argument or statement to the secretary of
state.

(d) If the secretary of state notifies a person named or
identified in an argument or statement of the contents of the
argument or statement within three days after the deadline for
submission to the secretary, then neither the state nor the sec-
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retary is liable for damages resulting from publication of the
argument or statement unless the secretary publishes the
argument or statement in violation of an order entered under
this section. Nothing in this section creates a duty on the part
of the secretary of state to identify, locate, or notify the per-
son.

(4) Parties to a dispute under this section may agree to
resolve the dispute by rephrasing the argument or statement,
even if the deadline for submission to the secretary has
elapsed, unless the secretary determines that the process of
publication is too far advanced to permit the change. The sec-
retary shall promptly provide any such revision to any com-
mittee entitled to submit a rebuttal argument. If that commit-
tee has not yet submitted its rebuttal, its deadline to submit a
rebuttal is extended by five days. If it has submitted a rebut-
tal, it may revise it to address the change within five days of
the filing of the revised argument with the secretary.

(5) In an action under this section the committee or can-
didate must be named as a defendant, and may be served with
process by certified mail directed to the address contained in
the secretary's records for that party. The secretary of state
shall be a nominal party to an action brought under subsec-
tion (3) of this section, solely for the purpose of determining
the content of the voters' pamphlet. The superior court shall
give such an action priority on its calendar. [2009 c 222 § 3;
2003 ¢ 111 § 809. Prior: 1999 ¢ 260 § 8. Formerly RCW
29.81.280.]

Intent—Findings—2009 ¢ 222: See note following RCW 42.17A.335.

29A.32.100 Arguments—Public inspection. (1) An
argument or statement submitted to the secretary of state for
publication in the voters' pamphlet is not available for public
inspection or copying until:

(a) In the case of candidate statements, (i) all statements
by all candidates who have filed for a particular office have
been received, except those who informed the secretary that
they will not submit statements, or (ii) the deadline for sub-
mission of statements has elapsed;

(b) In the case of arguments supporting or opposing a
measure, (i) the arguments on both sides have been received,
unless a committee was not appointed for one side, or (ii) the
deadline for submission of arguments has elapsed; and

(c) In the case of rebuttal arguments, (i) the rebuttals on
both sides have been received, unless a committee was not
appointed for one side, or (ii) the deadline for submission of
arguments has elapsed.

(2) Nothing in this section prohibits the secretary from
releasing information under RCW 29A.32.090. [2013 c 11 §
37;2003 ¢ 111 § 810. Prior: 1999 ¢ 260 § 9. Formerly RCW
29.81.290.]

29A.32.110 Photographs. All photographs of candi-
dates submitted for publication must conform to standards
established by the secretary of state by rule. No photograph
may reveal clothing or insignia suggesting the holding of a
public office. [2003 ¢ 111 § 811. Prior: 1999 ¢ 260 § 10. For-
merly RCW 29.81.300.]

29A.32.121 Candidates' statements—Length. (1)
The maximum number of words for statements submitted by
candidates is as follows: State representative, one hundred

47



48

29A.32.210

words; state senator, judge of the superior court, judge of the
court of appeals, justice of the supreme court, and all state
offices voted upon throughout the state, except that of gover-
nor, two hundred words; president and vice president, United
States senator, United States representative, and governor,
three hundred words.

(2) Arguments written by committees under RCW
29A.32.060 may not exceed two hundred fifty words in
length.

(3) Rebuttal arguments written by committees may not
exceed seventy-five words in length.

(4) The secretary of state shall allocate space in the pam-
phlet based on the number of candidates or nominees for each
office. [2004 ¢ 271 § 168.]

LOCAL VOTERS' PAMPHLET

29A.32.210 Authorization—Contents—Format.
(Effective until July 1, 2021.) At least ninety days before
any primary or general election, or at least forty days before
any special election held under RCW 29A.04.321 or
29A.04.330, the legislative authority of any county or first-
class or code city may adopt an ordinance authorizing the
publication and distribution of a local voters' pamphlet. The
pamphlet shall provide information on all measures within
that jurisdiction and may, if specified in the ordinance,
include information on candidates within that jurisdiction. If
both a county and a first-class or code city within that county
authorize a local voters' pamphlet for the same election, the
pamphlet shall be produced jointly by the county and the
first-class or code city. If no agreement can be reached
between the county and first-class or code city, the county
and first-class or code city may each produce a pamphlet.
Any ordinance adopted authorizing a local voters' pamphlet
may be for a specific primary, special election, or general
election or for any future primaries or elections. The format
of any local voters' pamphlet shall, whenever applicable,
comply with the provisions of this chapter regarding the pub-
lication of the state candidates' and voters' pamphlets. [2013
c11§38;2003 ¢ 111 §813;1984 ¢ 106 § 3. Formerly RCW
29.81A.010.]

29A.32.210 Duty to print and distribute—Con-
tents—Format. (Effective July 1, 2021.) Before any pri-
mary or general election, or any special election held under
RCW 29A.04.321 or 29A.04.330, each county auditor shall
print and distribute a local voters' pamphlet. The pamphlet
shall provide information on all measures and candidates
within that jurisdiction. The format of any local voters' pam-
phlet shall, whenever applicable, comply with the provisions
of this chapter regarding the publication of the state candi-
dates' and voters' pamphlets. [2020 ¢ 337 § 6;2013 c 11 § 38;
2003 c 111 § 813; 1984 ¢ 106 § 3. Formerly RCW
29.81A.010.]

Effective date—2020 ¢ 337: See note following RCW 29A.04.410.

29A.32.220 Notice of production—Local govern-
ments' decision to participate. (1) Not later than ninety
days before the publication and distribution of a local voters'
pamphlet by a county, the county auditor shall notify each
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city, town, or special taxing district located wholly within
that county that a pamphlet will be produced.

(2) If a voters' pampbhlet is published by the county for a
primary or general election, the pamphlet shall be published
for the elective offices and ballot measures of the county and
for the elective offices and ballot measures of each unit of
local government located entirely within the county which
will appear on the ballot at that primary or election. However,
the offices and measures of a first-class or code city shall not
be included in the pamphlet if the city publishes and distrib-
utes its own voters' pamphlet for the primary or election for
its offices and measures. The offices and measures of any
other town or city are not required to appear in the county's
pamphlet if the town or city is obligated by ordinance or char-
ter to publish and distribute a voters' pamphlet for the primary
or election for its offices and measures and it does so.

If the required appearance in a county's voters' pamphlet
of the offices or measures of a unit of local government
would create undue financial hardship for the unit of govern-
ment, the legislative authority of the unit may petition the
legislative authority of the county to waive this requirement.
The legislative authority of the county may provide such a
waiver if it does so not later than sixty days before the publi-
cation of the pamphlet and it finds that the requirement would
create such hardship.

(3) If a city, town, or district is located within more than
one county, the respective county auditors may enter into an
interlocal agreement to permit the distribution of each
county's local voters' pamphlet into those parts of the city,
town, or district located outside of that county.

(4) If a first-class or code city authorizes the production
and distribution of a local voters' pamphlet, the city clerk of
that city shall notify any special taxing district located wholly
within that city that a pamphlet will be produced. Notification
shall be provided in the manner required or provided for in
subsection (1) of this section.

(5) A unit of local government located within a county
and the county may enter into an interlocal agreement for the
publication of a voters' pamphlet for offices or measures not
required by subsection (2) of this section to appear in a
county's pamphlet. [2003 ¢ 111 § 814; 1994 ¢ 191 § 1; 1984
¢ 106 § 4. Formerly RCW 29.81A.020.]

29A.32.230 Administrative rules. The county auditor
or, if applicable, the city clerk of a first-class or code city
shall, in consultation with the participating jurisdictions,
adopt and publish administrative rules necessary to facilitate
the provisions of any ordinance authorizing production of a
local voters' pamphlet. Any amendment to such a rule shall
also be adopted and published. Copies of the rules shall iden-
tify the date they were adopted or last amended and shall be
made available to any person upon request. One copy of the
rules adopted by a county auditor and one copy of any
amended rules shall be submitted to the county legislative
authority. One copy of the rules adopted by a city clerk and
one copy of any amended rules shall be submitted to the city
legislative authority. These rules shall include but not be lim-
ited to the following:

(1) Deadlines for decisions by cities, towns, or special
taxing districts on being included in the pamphlet;
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(2) Limits on the length and deadlines for submission of
arguments for and against each measure;

(3) The basis for rejection of any explanatory or candi-
dates' statement or argument deemed to be libelous or other-
wise inappropriate. Any statements by a candidate shall be
limited to those about the candidate himself or herself;

(4) Limits on the length and deadlines for submission of
candidates' statements;

(5) An appeal process in the case of the rejection of any
statement or argument. [2003 ¢ 111 § 815. Prior: 1984 ¢ 106
§ 5. Formerly RCW 29.81A.030.]

29A.32.241 Contents. (1) The local voters' pamphlet
shall include but not be limited to the following:

(a) Appearing on the cover, the words "official local vot-
ers' pamphlet," the name of the jurisdiction producing the
pamphlet, and the date of the election or primary;

(b) A list of jurisdictions that have measures or candi-
dates in the pamphlet;

(¢) Information on how a person may register to vote and
obtain a ballot;

(d) The text of each measure accompanied by an explan-
atory statement prepared by the prosecuting attorney for any
county measure or by the attorney for the jurisdiction submit-
ting the measure if other than a county measure. All explana-
tory statements for city, town, or district measures not
approved by the attorney for the jurisdiction submitting the
measure shall be reviewed and approved by the county pros-
ecuting attorney or city attorney, when applicable, before
inclusion in the pamphlet;

(e) The arguments for and against each measure submit-
ted by committees selected pursuant to RCW 29A.32.280;

(f) A list of all student engagement hubs in the county as
designated under RCW 29A.40.180; and

(g) For partisan primary elections, information on how to
vote the applicable ballot format and an explanation that
minor political party candidates and independent candidates
will appear only on the general election ballot.

(2) The county auditor's name may not appear in the
local voters' pamphlet in his or her official capacity if the
county auditor is a candidate for office during the same year.
His or her name may only be included as part of the informa-
tion normally included for candidates. [2020 ¢ 208 § 12;
2016 ¢ 83 §2;2011 ¢ 10 §29;2004 ¢ 271 § 123.]

Short title—Findings—2020 ¢ 208: See notes following RCW
29A.08.210.

Notice to registered poll voters—Elections by mail—2011 ¢ 10: See
note following RCW 29A.04.008.

29A.32.250 Candidates, when included. Ifthe legisla-
tive authority of a county or first-class or code city provides
for the inclusion of candidates in the local voters' pamphlet,
the pamphlet shall include the statements from candidates
and may also include those candidates' photographs. [2003 ¢
111 § 817. Prior: 1984 ¢ 106 § 7. Formerly RCW
29.81A.050.]

29A.32.260 Mailing. As soon as practicable before the
primary, special election, or general election, the county
auditor, or if applicable, the city clerk of a first-class or code
city, as appropriate, shall mail the local voters' pamphlet to
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every residence in each jurisdiction that has included infor-
mation in the pamphlet. The county auditor or city clerk, as
appropriate, may choose to mail the pamphlet to each regis-
tered voter in each jurisdiction that has included information
in the pamphlet, if in his or her judgment, a more economical
and effective distribution of the pamphlet would result.
[2011¢ 10§ 30;2003 ¢ 111 § 818. Prior: 1984 ¢ 106 § 8. For-
merly RCW 29.81A.060.]

Notice to registered poll voters—Elections by mail—2011 ¢ 10: See
note following RCW 29A.04.008.

29A.32.270 Cost. The cost of a local voters' pamphlet
shall be considered an election cost to those local jurisdic-
tions included in the pamphlet and shall be prorated in the
manner provided in RCW 29A.04.410. [2003 ¢ 111 § 819.
Prior: 1984 ¢ 106 § 9. Formerly RCW 29.81A.070.]

29A.32.280 Arguments advocating approval or dis-
approval—Preparation by committees. For each measure
from a unit of local government that is included in a local vot-
ers' pamphlet, the legislative authority of that jurisdiction
shall, not later than the resolution deadline, formally appoint
a committee to prepare arguments advocating voters'
approval of the measure and shall formally appoint a commit-
tee to prepare arguments advocating voters' rejection of the
measure. The authority shall appoint persons known to favor
the measure to serve on the committee advocating approval
and shall, whenever possible, appoint persons known to
oppose the measure to serve on the committee advocating
rejection. Each committee shall have not more than three
members, however, a committee may seek the advice of any
person or persons. If the legislative authority of a unit of local
government fails to make such appointments by the pre-
scribed deadline, the county auditor shall whenever possible
make the appointments. [2015 ¢ 146 § 3; 2003 ¢ 111 § 820.
Prior: 1994 ¢ 191 § 2; 1984 ¢ 106 § 10. Formerly RCW
29.81A.080.]

Chapter 29A.36 RCW
BALLOTS AND OTHER VOTING FORMS

Sections

29A.36.010 Certifying primary candidates.

29A.36.020 Constitutional measures—Ballot title—Formulation, ballot
display, certification.

29A.36.030 Constitutional measures—Ballot title—Filing.

29A.36.040 Constitutional questions—Notice of ballot title and summary.

29A.36.060 Constitutional questions—Ballot title—Appeal.

29A.36.071 Local measures—Ballot title—Formulation—Advertising.

29A.36.080 Local measures—Ballot title—Notice.

29A.36.090 Local measures—Ballot title—Appeal.

29A.36.101 Names on primary ballot.

29A.36.111 Uniformity, arrangement, contents required—Contracts with
vendors.

29A.36.115 Provisional ballots.

29A.36.121 Order of positions or offices.

29A.36.131 Order of candidates on ballots.

29A.36.151 Sample ballots.

29A.36.161 Arrangement of instructions, measures, offices—Order of can-
didates.

29A.36.170 Top two candidates qualified for general election—Exception
(as amended by 2013 ¢ 11).

29A.36.170 Top two candidates qualified for general election (as amended
by 2013 c 143).

29A.36.180 Disqualified candidates in nonpartisan elections—Special pro-
cedures for conduct of election.

29A.36.201 Names qualified to appear on election ballot.

29A.36.210 Property tax levies—Ballot form.
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29A.36.010

29A.36.220 Expense of printing and mailing ballots, envelopes, and
instructions.

29A.36.230 Regional transportation investment district and regional transit
authority single ballot.

No link between voter and ballot choice—Exception: RCW 294.08.161.

29A.36.010 Certifying primary candidates. Not later

than the Tuesday following the regular filing period, the sec-
retary of state shall certify to each county auditor a list of the
candidates who have filed declarations of candidacy in his or
her office for the primary. For each office, the certificate shall
include the name of each candidate, his or her address, and
his or her party preference, if any, provided on filed declara-
tions. [2013 ¢ 11 § 39; 2011 ¢ 349 § 15. Prior: 2005¢ 2 § 12
(Initiative Measure No. 872, approved November 2, 2004);
2003 ¢ 111 § 901; prior: 1990 ¢ 59 § 8; 1965 ex.s. ¢ 103 § 4;
1965 ¢ 9 § 29.27.020; prior: 1949 ¢ 161 § 10, part; 1947 ¢ 234
§ 2, part; 1935¢ 26 § 1, part; 1921 ¢ 178 § 4, part; 1907 ¢ 209
§ 8, part; Rem. Supp. 1949 § 5185, part. Formerly RCW
29.27.020.]

Effective date—2011 ¢ 349: See note following RCW 29A.04.255.

Short title—Intent—Contingent effective date—2005 ¢ 2 (Initiative
Measure No. 872): See notes following RCW 29A.52.112.

Intent—Effective date—1990 ¢ 59: See notes following RCW
29A.04.013.

29A.36.020 Constitutional measures—Ballot title—
Formulation, ballot display, certification. (1) When a pro-
posed constitutional amendment is to be submitted to the
people of the state for statewide popular vote, the ballot title
consists of: (a) A statement of the subject of the amendment;
(b) a concise description of the amendment; and (c) a ques-
tion in the form prescribed in this section. The statement of
the subject of a constitutional amendment must be suffi-
ciently broad to reflect the nature of the amendment, suffi-
ciently precise to give notice of the amendment's subject mat-
ter, and not exceed ten words. The concise description must
contain no more than thirty words, give a true and impartial
description of the amendment's essential contents, clearly
identify the amendment to be voted on, and not, to the extent
reasonably possible, create prejudice either for or against the
amendment.

The ballot title for a proposed constitutional amendment
must be displayed on the ballot substantially as follows:

"The legislature has proposed a constitutional
amendment on (statement of subject). This amend-
ment would (concise description). Should this con-
stitutional amendment be:

Approved . ... i
Rejected

(2) When a proposed new constitution is submitted to the
people of the state by a constitutional convention for state-
wide popular vote, the ballot title consists of: (a) A concise
description of the new constitution; and (b) a question in the
form prescribed in this section. The concise description must
contain no more than thirty words, give a true and impartial
description of the new constitution's essential contents,
clearly identify the proposed constitution to be voted on, and
not, to the extent reasonably possible, create prejudice either
for or against the new constitution.
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The ballot title for a proposed new constitution must be
displayed on the ballot substantially as follows:

"The constitutional convention approved a new pro-
posed state constitution that (concise description).
Should this proposed constitution be:

Approved . ... o
Rejected

(3) The legislature may specify the statement of subject
or concise description, or both, in a constitutional amendment
that it submits to the people. If the legislature fails to specify
the statement of subject or concise description, or both, the
attorney general shall prepare the material that was not spec-
ified. The statement of subject and concise description as so
provided must be included as part of the ballot title unless
changed on appeal.

The attorney general shall specify the concise descrip-
tion for a proposed new constitution that is submitted to the
people by a constitutional convention, and the concise
description as so provided must be included as part of the bal-
lot title unless changed on appeal.

(4) The secretary of state shall certify to the county audi-
tors the ballot title for a proposed constitution, constitutional
amendment, or other statewide question at the same time and
in the same manner as the ballot titles to initiatives and refer-
endums. [2003 ¢ 111 § 902. Prior: 2000 ¢ 197 § 7. Formerly
RCW 29.27.057.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.36.030 Constitutional measures—Ballot title—
Filing. The ballot title for a constitutional amendment or
proposed constitution must be filed with the secretary of state
in the same manner as the ballot title and summary for a state
initiative or referendum are filed. [2003 ¢ 111 § 903. Prior:
2000 ¢ 197 § 8. Formerly RCW 29.27.061.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.36.040 Constitutional questions—Notice of bal-
lot title and summary. Upon the filing of a ballot title under
RCW 29A.36.020, the secretary of state shall provide notice
of the exact language of the ballot title and summary to the
chief clerk of the house of representatives, the secretary of
the senate, and the prime sponsor of measure. [2013 ¢ 11 §
92;2003 c 111 § 904. Prior: 2000 ¢ 197 § 9; 1993 ¢ 256 § 11;
1965 ¢ 9 § 29.27.065; prior: 1953 ¢ 242 § 3. Formerly RCW
29.27.065.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.36.060 Constitutional questions—Ballot title—
Appeal. If any persons are dissatisfied with the ballot title
for a proposed constitution or constitutional amendment, they
may at any time within ten days from the time of the filing of
the ballot title and summary, not including Saturdays, Sun-
days, or legal holidays, appeal to the superior court of Thur-
ston county by petition setting forth the measure, the ballot
title objected to, their objections to it, and praying for amend-
ment of the ballot title. The time of the filing of the ballot
title, as used in this section for establishing the time for
appeal, is the time the ballot title is first filed with the secre-
tary of state.
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A copy of the petition on appeal together with a notice
that an appeal has been taken must be served upon the secre-
tary of state, the attorney general, the chief clerk of the house
of representatives, and the secretary of the senate. Upon the
filing of the petition on appeal, the court shall immediately,
or at the time to which a hearing may be adjourned by consent
of the appellants, examine the proposed measure, the ballot
title filed, and the objections to it and may hear arguments on
it, and shall as soon as possible render its decision and certify
to and file with the secretary of state a ballot title that it deter-
mines will meet the requirements of this chapter. The deci-
sion of the superior court is final, and the ballot title so certi-
fied will be the established ballot title. The appeal must be
heard without cost to either party. [2013 ¢ 11 § 40; 2003 ¢
111 § 906. Prior: 2000 ¢ 197 § 11. Formerly RCW
29.27.0655.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.36.071 Local measures—Ballot title—Formula-
tion—Advertising. (1) Except as provided to the contrary in
RCW 82.14.036, 82.46.021, or 82.80.090, the ballot title of
any referendum filed on an enactment or portion of an enact-
ment of a local government and any other question submitted
to the voters of a local government consists of three elements:
(a) An identification of the enacting legislative body and a
statement of the subject matter; (b) a concise description of
the measure; and (c) a question. The ballot title must conform
with the requirements and be displayed substantially as pro-
vided under RCW 29A.72.050, except that the concise
description must not exceed seventy-five words; however, a
concise description submitted on behalf of a proposed or
existing regional transportation investment district or a pro-
posed fire protection district, as provided in RCW 52.02.160,
may exceed seventy-five words. If the local governmental
unit is a city or a town, or if the ballot title is for a referendum
under RCW 35.13A.115, the concise statement must be pre-
pared by the city or town attorney. If the local governmental
unit is a county, the concise statement must be prepared by
the prosecuting attorney of the county. If the unit is a unit of
local government other than a city, town, or county, the con-
cise statement must be prepared by the prosecuting attorney
of the county within which the majority area of the unit is
located.

(2) A referendum measure on the enactment of a unit of
local government must be advertised in the manner provided
for nominees for elective office.

(3) Subsection (1) of this section does not apply if
another provision of law specifies the ballot title for a specific
type of ballot question or proposition. [2017 ¢ 328 § 4; 2015
¢ 172§ 3;2006 c 311 § 9; 2004 ¢ 271 § 169.]

Findings—2006 ¢ 311: See note following RCW 36.120.020.

29A.36.080 Local measures—Ballot title—Notice.
Upon the filing of a ballot title of a question to be submitted
to the people of a county or municipality, the county auditor
shall provide notice of the exact language of the ballot title to
the persons proposing the measure, the county or municipal-
ity, and to any other person requesting a copy of the ballot
title. [2003 ¢ 111 § 908. Prior: 2000 ¢ 197 § 13. Formerly
RCW 29.27.0665.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.36.115

29A.36.090 Local measures—Ballot title—Appeal. If
any persons are dissatisfied with the ballot title for a local
ballot measure that was formulated by the city attorney or
prosecuting attorney preparing the same, they may at any
time within ten days from the time of the filing of the ballot
title, not including Saturdays, Sundays, and legal holidays,
appeal to the superior court of the county where the question
is to appear on the ballot, by petition setting forth the mea-
sure, the ballot title objected to, their objections to it, and
praying for amendment of it. The time of the filing of the bal-
lot title, as used in this section in determining the time for
appeal, is the time the ballot title is first filed with the county
auditor.

A copy of the petition on appeal together with a notice
that an appeal has been taken shall be served upon the county
auditor and the official preparing the ballot title. Upon the fil-
ing of the petition on appeal, the court shall immediately, or
at the time to which a hearing may be adjourned by consent
of the appellants, examine the proposed measure, the ballot
title filed, and the objections to it and may hear arguments on
it, and shall as soon as possible render its decision and certify
to and file with the county auditor a ballot title that it deter-
mines will meet the requirements of this chapter. The deci-
sion of the superior court is final, and the ballot title or state-
ment so certified will be the established ballot title. The
appeal must be heard without cost to either party. [2003 c
111 § 909. Prior: 2000 ¢ 197 § 14; 1993 ¢ 256 § 12; 1965 ¢ 9
§ 29.27.067; prior: 1953 ¢ 242 § 4. Formerly RCW
29.27.067.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.36.101 Names on primary ballot. Except for the
candidates for president and vice president, or for a partisan
or nonpartisan office for which no primary is required, the
names of all candidates who, under this title, filed a declara-
tion of candidacy must appear on the appropriate ballot at the
primary throughout the jurisdiction for which they filed.
[2013 ¢ 11 §41;2004 ¢ 271 § 125.]

29A.36.111 Uniformity, arrangement, contents
required—Contracts with vendors. (1) Every ballot for a
single combination of issues, offices, and candidates shall be
uniform within a precinct and shall identify the type of pri-
mary or election, the county, and the date of the primary or
election, and the ballot or voting device shall contain instruc-
tions on the proper method of recording a vote, including
write-in votes. Each position, together with the names of the
candidates for that office, shall be clearly separated from
other offices or positions in the same jurisdiction. The offices
in each jurisdiction shall be clearly separated from each
other. No paper ballot or ballot card may be marked by or at
the direction of an election official in any way that would per-
mit the identification of the person who voted that ballot.

(2) An elections [election] official may not enter into or
extend any contract with a vendor if such contract may allow
the vendor to acquire an ownership interest in any data per-
taining to any voter, any voter's address, registration number,
or history, or any ballot. [2009 c 414 § 1; 2004 c 271 § 128.]

29A.36.115 Provisional ballots. All provisional ballots
must be visually distinguishable from other ballots and inca-
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29A.36.121

pable of being tabulated by a voting system. [2011 ¢ 10 § 31;
2005 ¢ 243 § 3.]

Notice to registered poll voters—Elections by mail—2011 ¢ 10: See
note following RCW 29A.04.008.

29A.36.121 Order of positions or offices. (1) The
positions or offices on a primary consolidated ballot shall be
arranged in substantially the following order: United States
senator; United States representative; governor; lieutenant
governor; secretary of state; state treasurer; state auditor;
attorney general; commissioner of public lands; superinten-
dent of public instruction; insurance commissioner; state sen-
ator; state representative; county officers; justices of the
supreme court; judges of the court of appeals; judges of the
superior court; and judges of the district court. For all other
jurisdictions on the primary ballot, the offices in each juris-
diction shall be grouped together and be in the order of the
position numbers assigned to those offices, if any.

(2) The order of the positions or offices on a general
election ballot shall be substantially the same as on a primary
ballot except that state ballot issues must be placed before all
offices. The offices of president and vice president of the
United States shall precede all other offices on a presidential
election ballot. The positions on a ballot to be assigned to bal-
lot measures regarding local units of government shall be
established by the secretary of state by rule. [2013 ¢ 11 § 42;
2004 ¢ 271 § 129.]

29A.36.131 Order of candidates on ballots. After the
close of business on the last day for candidates to file for
office, the filing officer shall determine by lot the order in
which the names of those candidates will appear on all bal-
lots. The determination shall be done publicly and may be
witnessed by the media and by any candidate. If no primary
is required, the names shall appear on the general election
ballot in the order determined by lot. [2013 ¢ 11 § 43;2011 ¢
10 § 32;2004 ¢ 271 § 130.]

Notice to registered poll voters—Elections by mail—2011 ¢ 10: See
note following RCW 29A.04.008.

29A.36.151 Sample ballots. Except in each county
with a population of one million or more, on or before the fif-
teenth day before a primary or election, the county auditor
shall prepare a sample ballot which shall be made readily
available to members of the public. The secretary of state
shall adopt rules governing the preparation of sample ballots
in counties with a population of one million or more. The
rules shall permit, among other alternatives, the preparation
of more than one sample ballot by a county with a population
of one million or more for a primary or election, each of
which lists a portion of the offices and issues to be voted on
in that county. The position of precinct committee officer
shall be shown on the sample ballot for the primary, but the
names of candidates for the individual positions need not be
shown. [2004 ¢ 271 § 131.]

29A.36.161 Arrangement of instructions, measures,
offices—Order of candidates. (1) On the top of each ballot
must be printed:

(a) Clear and concise instructions directing the voter how
to mark the ballot, including write-in votes; and
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(b) The following statement: "For a list of the people and
organizations that donated to state and local candidates and
ballot measure campaigns, visit www.pdc.wa.gov." The sec-
retary of state may substitute such language as is necessary
for accuracy and clarity and consistent with the intent of this
section. Alternately, at the discretion of the county auditor or
local election official, the statement required by this subsec-
tion (1)(b) may be printed in a prominent position on the bal-
lot envelope and in the materials that accompany the ballot.

(2) The ballot must have a clear delineation between the
ballot instructions and the first ballot measure or office
through the use of white space, illustration, shading, color,
symbol, font size, or bold type. The secretary of state shall
establish standards for ballot design and layout consistent
with this section and RCW 29A.04.611.

(3) The questions of adopting constitutional amendments
or any other state measure authorized by law to be submitted
to the voters at that election must appear after the instructions
and before any offices.

(4) In a year that president and vice president appear on
the general election ballot, the names of candidates for presi-
dent and vice president for each political party must be
grouped together with a single response position for a voter to
indicate his or her choice.

The major political party that received the highest num-
ber of votes from the electors of this state for the office of
president of the United States at the last presidential election
must appear first. Other major political parties must follow
according to the votes cast for their nominees for president at
the last presidential election. Independent candidates and
minor parties must follow major parties and be listed in the
order of their qualification with the secretary of state. [2013
c2838§3;2013c11§44;2011¢10§33;2010c32§1;2004
c271§132.]

Reviser's note: This section was amended by 2013 ¢ 11 § 44 and by
2013 ¢ 283 § 3, each without reference to the other. Both amendments are
incorporated in the publication of this section under RCW 1.12.025(2). For
rule of construction, see RCW 1.12.025(1).

Findings—Intent—2013 ¢ 283: See note following RCW 29A.32.031.

Notice to registered poll voters—Elections by mail—2011 ¢ 10: See
note following RCW 29A.04.008.

29A.36.170 Top two candidates qualified for general election—
Exception (as amended by 2013 ¢ 11). (1) For any office for which a pri-
mary was held, only the names of the top two candidates will appear on the
general election ballot; the name of the candidate who received the greatest
number of votes will appear first and the candidate who received the next
greatest number of votes will appear second. No candidate's name may be
printed on the subsequent general election ballot unless he or she receives at
least one percent of the total votes cast for that office at the preceding pri-
mary, if a primary was conducted. On the ballot at the general election for an
office for which no primary was held, the names of the candidates shall be
listed in the order determined under RCW ((29A=36-130)) 29A.36.131.

(2) For the office of justice of the supreme court, judge of the court of
appeals, judge of the superior court, judge of the district court, or state super-
intendent of public instruction, if a candidate in a contested primary receives
a majority of all the votes cast for that office or position, only the name of
that candidate may be printed for that position on the ballot at the general
election. [2013 ¢ 11 § 45. Prior: 2005 ¢ 2 § 6 (Initiative Measure No. 872,
approved November 2, 2004); (2004 ¢ 271 § 193 repealed by the legislature);
2003 ¢ 111 § 917; prior: 1992 ¢ 181 § 2; 1990 ¢ 59 § 95. Formerly RCW
29.30.085.]

29A.36.170 Top two candidates qualified for general election (as
amended by 2013 ¢ 143). (((D)) For any office for which a primary was
held, only the names of the top two candidates will appear on the general
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election ballot; the name of the candidate who received the greatest number
of votes will appear first and the candidate who received the next greatest
number of votes will appear second. No candidate's name may be printed on
the subsequent general election ballot unless he or she receives at least one
percent of the total votes cast for that office at the preceding primary, if a pri-
mary was conducted. On the ballot at the general election for an office for
which no primary was held, the names of the candidates shall be listed in the
order determined ((under)) pursuant to RCW ((29A36-130)) 29A.36.131.

(( . . . ; . .

printed-for-that-position-on-the-balotat the-generalelections)) [2013 ¢ 1433
1. Prior: 2005 ¢ 2 § 6 (Initiative Measure No. 872, approved November 2,
2004); (2004 ¢ 271 § 193 repealed by the legislature); 2003 ¢ 111 § 917;
prior: 1992 ¢ 181 § 2; 1990 ¢ 59 § 95. Formerly RCW 29.30.085.]

Reviser's note: RCW 29A.36.170 was amended twice during the 2013
legislative session, each without reference to the other. For rule of construc-
tion concerning sections amended more than once during the same legisla-
tive session, see RCW 1.12.025.

Short title—Intent—Contingent effective date—2005 ¢ 2 (Initiative
Measure No. 872): See notes following RCW 29A.52.112.

Intent—Effective date—1990 ¢ 59: See notes following RCW
29A.04.013.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.36.180 Disqualified candidates in nonpartisan
elections—Special procedures for conduct of election.
This section applies if a candidate for an elective office of a
city, town, or special purpose district would, under this chap-
ter, otherwise qualify to have his or her name printed on the
general election ballot for the office, but the candidate has
been declared to be unqualified to hold the office by a court
of competent jurisdiction.

(1) In a case in which a primary is conducted for the
office:

(a) If ballots for the general election for the office have
not been ordered by the county auditor, the candidate who
received the third greatest number of votes for the office at
the primary shall qualify as a candidate for general election
and that candidate's name shall be printed on the ballot for the
office in lieu of the name of the disqualified candidate.

(b) If general election ballots for the office have been so
ordered, votes cast for the disqualified candidate at the gen-
eral election for the office shall not be counted for that office.

(2) In a case in which a primary is not conducted for the
office:

(a) If ballots for the general election for the office have
not been ordered by the county auditor, the name of the dis-
qualified candidate shall not appear on the general election
ballot for the office.

(b) If general election ballots for the office have been so
ordered, votes cast for the disqualified candidate at the gen-
eral election for the office shall not be counted for that office.

(3) If the disqualified candidate is the only candidate to
have filed for the office during a regular or special filing
period for the office, a void in candidacy for the office exists.
[2003 ¢ 111 § 918. Prior: 1992 ¢ 181 § 1. Formerly RCW
29.30.086.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.36.201 Names qualified to appear on election
ballot. The names of candidates certified by the secretary of
state or the county canvassing board as qualified to appear on

29A.36.220

the general election shall be printed on the general election
ballot.

If a primary for an office was held, no name of any can-
didate shall be placed upon the ballot at a general or special
election unless it appears upon the certificate of either (1) the
secretary of state, or (2) the county canvassing board.

Excluding the office of precinct committee officer or a
temporary elected position such as a charter review board
member or freeholder, a candidate's name shall not appear on
a ballot more than once. [2013 ¢ 11 § 46; 2004 ¢ 271 § 171.]

29A.36.210 Property tax levies—Ballot form. (1) The
ballot proposition authorizing a taxing district to impose the
regular property tax levies authorized in RCW 36.68.525,
36.69.145, 67.38.130, 84.52.069, or 84.52.135 must contain
in substance the following:

"Will the . .. ... (insert the name of the taxing district)
be authorized to impose regular property tax levies of . ... ..
(insert the maximum rate) or less per thousand dollars of

assessed valuation for each of . .. ... (insert the maximum
number of years allowable) consecutive years?
Yes...oooonat. ]
No ............ o"

Each voter may indicate either "Yes" or "No" on his or
her ballot in accordance with the procedures established
under this title.

(2) The ballot proposition authorizing a taxing district to
impose a permanent regular tax levy under RCW 84.52.069
must contain in substance the following:

"Will the . . . .. (insert the name of the taxing district) be
authorized to impose a PERMANENT regular property levy
of..... (insert the maximum rate) or less per thousand dol-
lars of assessed valuation?

[2010 ¢ 106 § 301; 2004 ¢ 80 § 2; 2003 ¢ 111 § 921. Prior:
1999 ¢ 224 § 2; 1984 ¢ 131 § 3. Formerly RCW 29.30.111.]

Effective date—2010 ¢ 106: See note following RCW 35.102.145.

Purpose—1984 ¢ 131 §§ 3-9: "The purpose of sections 3 through 6 of
this act is to clarify requirements necessary for voters to authorize certain
local governments to impose regular property tax levies for a series of years.
Sections 3 through 9 of this act only clarify the existing law to avoid cre-
dence being given to an erroneous opinion that has been rendered by the
attorney general. As cogently expressed in Attorney General Opinion, Num-
ber 14, Addendum, opinions rendered by the attorney general are advisory
only and are merely a "prediction of the outcome if the matter were to be lit-
igated." Nevertheless, confusion has arisen from this erroneous opinion."
[1984 ¢ 131 § 2.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.36.220 Expense of printing and mailing ballots,
envelopes, and instructions. The cost of printing and mail-
ing ballots, envelopes, and instructions shall be an election
cost that shall be borne as determined under RCW
29A.04.410 and 29A.04.420, as appropriate. [2011 ¢ 10 § 34;
2003 ¢ 111 § 922. Prior: 1990 ¢ 59 § 16; 1965 ¢ 9 §
29.30.130; prior: 1889 p 400 § 1; RRS § 5269. Formerly
RCW 29.30.130.]

Notice to registered poll voters—Elections by mail—2011 ¢ 10: See
note following RCW 29A.04.008.
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Intent—Effective date—1990 ¢ 59: See notes following RCW
29A.04.013.

29A.36.230 Regional transportation investment dis-
trict and regional transit authority single ballot. The elec-
tion on the single ballot proposition described in RCW
36.120.070 and 81.112.030(10) must be conducted by the
auditor of each component county in accordance with the
general election laws of the state, except as provided in this
section. Notice of the election must be published in one or
more newspapers of general circulation in each component
county in the manner provided in the general election laws.
The single joint ballot proposition required under RCW
36.120.070 and 81.112.030(10) must be in substantially the
following form:

"REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION INVESTMENT
DISTRICT (RTID)
AND
REGIONAL TRANSIT AUTHORITY (RTA)
PROPOSITION #1
REGIONAL ROADS AND TRANSIT SYSTEM

To reduce transportation congestion, increase road
capacity, promote safety, facilitate mobility, provide
for an integrated regional transportation system, and
improve the health, welfare, and safety of the citi-
zens of Washington, shall a regional transit author-
ity (RTA) implement a regional rail and transit sys-
tem to link [insert geographic references] as
described in [insert plan name], financed by [insert
taxes] imposed by RTA, all as provided in Resolu-
tion No. [insert number]; and shall a regional trans-
portation investment district (RTID) be formed and
authorized to implement and invest in improving the
regional transportation system by replacing vulnera-
ble bridges, improving safety, and increasing capac-
ity on state and local roads to further link major edu-
cation, employment, and retail centers described in
[insert plan name] financed by [insert taxes]
imposed by RTID, all as provided in Resolution No.
[insert number]; further provided that the RTA taxes
shall be imposed only within the boundaries of the
RTA, and the RTID taxes shall be imposed only
within the boundaries of the RTID?

[2007 ¢ 509 § 4.]

Findings—Intent—Constitutional challenges—Expedited
appeals—Severability—Effective date—2007 ¢ 509: See notes following
RCW 36.120.070.

Chapter 29A.40 RCW
ELECTIONS BY MAIL

Sections

29A.40.010 Ballots by mail.

29A.40.020 Request for ballot from an overseas voter or service voter.
29A.40.050 Special ballots.

29A.40.070 Date ballots mailed—Replacement ballots.
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29A.40.091 Envelopes, declaration, and instructions—Voter's oath—
Overseas and service voters—Return of ballots—County
auditor's name.

29A.40.100 Observers.

29A.40.110 Processing incoming ballots.

29A.40.130 Record of voters issued a ballot and voters who returned a bal-
lot—Public access.

29A.40.160 Voting centers.

29A.40.170 Ballot drop boxes.

29A.40.180 Student engagement hubs.

29A.40.010 Ballots by mail. Each active registered
voter of the state, overseas voter, and service voter shall auto-
matically be issued a mail ballot for each general election,
special election, or primary. Overseas voters and service vot-
ers are authorized to cast the same ballots, including those for
special elections, as a registered voter of the state would
receive under this chapter. Each active registered voter shall
continue to receive a ballot by mail until the death or disqual-
ification of the voter, cancellation of the voter's registration,
or placing the voter on inactive status. [2013 ¢ 11 § 47; 2011
¢ 10 § 35; 2009 ¢ 369 § 36; 2003 ¢ 111 § 1001. Prior: 2001 ¢
241 § 1; 1991 ¢ 81 § 29; 1987 ¢ 346 § 9; 1986 ¢ 167 § 14;
1985 ¢ 273 § 1; 1984 ¢ 27 § 1; 1977 ex.s. ¢ 361 § 76; 1974
ex.s. ¢ 35§ 1; 1971 ex.s. ¢ 202 § 37; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.36.010;
prior: 1963 ex.s. ¢ 23 § 1; 1955 ¢ 167 § 2; prior: (i) 1950 ex.s.
c881;1943¢728§1;1933ex.s.¢c41§1;1923¢c588§1;1921
c 143§ 1; 1917 ¢c 159 § 1; 1915 ¢ 189 § 1; Rem. Supp. 1943
§ 5280. (i1) 1933 ex.s. ¢ 41 § 2, part; 1923 ¢ 58 § 2, part; 1921
c 143 § 2, part; 1917 ¢ 159 § 2, part; 1915 ¢ 189 § 2, part;
RRS § 5281, part. Formerly RCW 29.36.210, 29.36.010.]
Notice to registered poll voters—Elections by mail—2011 ¢ 10: See
note following RCW 29A.04.008.

Legislative intent—1987 ¢ 346: "By this act the legislature intends to
combine and unify the laws and procedures governing absentee voting.
These amendments are intended: (1) To clarify and incorporate into a single
chapter of the Revised Code of Washington the preexisting statutes under
which electors of this state qualify for absentee ballots under state law, fed-
eral law, or a combination of both state and federal law, and (2) to insure uni-
formity in the application, issuance, receipt, and canvassing of these absen-
tee ballots. Nothing in this act is intended to impose any new requirement on
the ability of the registered voters or electors of this state to qualify for,
receive, or cast absentee ballots in any primary or election." [1987 ¢ 346 § 1.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.40.020 Request for ballot from an overseas voter
or service voter. (1) A request for a ballot from an overseas
voter or service voter must include the address of the last res-
idence in the state of Washington.

(2) No person, organization, or association may distrib-
ute any ballot materials that contain a return address other
than that of the appropriate county auditor. [2011 ¢ 10 § 36;
2009 ¢ 369 § 37,2003 ¢ 111 § 1002; 2001 c 241 § 2. For-
merly RCW 29.36.220.]

Notice to registered poll voters—Elections by mail—2011 ¢ 10: See
note following RCW 29A.04.008.

29A.40.050 Special ballots. (1) County auditors shall
provide special absentee ballots to be used for state primary
or state general elections. An auditor shall provide a special
absentee ballot only to a registered voter who completes an
application stating that she or he will be unable to vote and
return a regular ballot by normal mail delivery within the
period provided for regular ballots.

A special absentee ballot may not be requested more
than ninety days before the applicable state primary or gen-
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eral election. The special absentee ballot will list the offices
and measures, if known, scheduled to appear on the state pri-
mary or general election ballot. The voter may use the special
absentee ballot to write in the name of any eligible candidate
for each office and vote on any measure.

(2) The county auditor shall include a listing of any can-
didates who have filed before the time of the application for
offices that will appear on the ballot at that primary or elec-
tion and a list of any issues that have been referred to the bal-
lot before the time of the application.

(3) Write-in votes on special absentee ballots must be
counted in the same manner provided by law for the counting
of other write-in votes. The county auditor shall process and
canvass the special absentee ballots provided under this sec-
tion in the same manner as other ballots under this chapter
and chapter 29A.60 RCW.

(4) A voter who requests a special absentee ballot under
this section may also request a regular ballot. If the regular
absentee ballot is properly voted and returned, the special
absentee ballot is void, and the county auditor shall reject it in
whole when special absentee ballots are canvassed. [2011 ¢
10 § 37;2003 ¢ 111 § 1005; 2001 ¢ 241 § 5; 1991 ¢ 81 § 35;
1987 ¢ 346 § 21. Formerly RCW 29.36.250, 29.36.170.]

Notice to registered poll voters—Elections by mail—2011 ¢ 10: See
note following RCW 29A.04.008.

Legislative intent—Effective date—1987 ¢ 346: See notes following
RCW 29A.40.010.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.40.070 Date ballots mailed—Replacement bal-
lots. (1) Except where a recount or litigation is pending, the
county auditor must mail ballots to each voter at least eigh-
teen days before each primary or election, and as soon as pos-
sible for all subsequent registration changes.

(2) Except where a recount or litigation is pending, the
county auditor must mail ballots to each service and overseas
voter at least thirty days before each special election, and at
least forty-five days before each primary or general election,
or any special election that involves federal office. A request
for a ballot made by an overseas or service voter after that day
must be processed immediately.

(3) A registered voter may obtain a replacement ballot if
the ballot is destroyed, spoiled, lost, or not received by the
voter. The voter may obtain the ballot by telephone request,
by mail, electronically, or in person. The county auditor shall
keep a record of each request for a replacement ballot.

(4) Each county auditor shall certify to the office of the
secretary of state the dates the ballots were mailed, or the rea-
son and date the ballots will be mailed if the ballots were not
mailed timely.

(5) Failure to mail ballots as prescribed in this section
does not by itself provide a basis for an election contest or
other legal challenge to the results of a primary, general elec-
tion, or special election. [2013 ¢ 11 § 48. Prior: 2011 ¢ 349 §
16; 2011 ¢ 10 § 38; 2006 ¢ 344 § 13; 2004 c 266 § 13; prior:
2003 ¢ 162 §2;2003 c 111 § 1007; prior: 1987 ¢ 54 § 1; 1977
ex.s. ¢ 361 § 56; 1965 ex.s. ¢ 103 § 5; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.30.075;
prior: 1949 ¢ 161 § 10, part; 1947 ¢ 234 § 2, part; 1935¢ 26 §
1, part; 1921 ¢ 178 § 4, part; 1907 ¢ 209 § 8, part; Rem. Supp.
1949 § 5185, part. Formerly RCW 29.36.270, 29.30.075.]

Effective date—2011 ¢ 349: See note following RCW 29A.04.255.

29A.40.091

Notice to registered poll voters—Elections by mail—2011 ¢ 10: See
note following RCW 29A.04.008.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.40.091 Envelopes, declaration, and instructions
—Voter's oath—Overseas and service voters—Return of
ballots—County auditor's name. (1) The county auditor
shall send each voter a ballot, a security envelope in which to
conceal the ballot after voting, a larger envelope in which to
return the security envelope, a declaration that the voter must
sign, and instructions on how to obtain information about the
election, how to mark the ballot, and how to return the ballot
to the county auditor. The calendar date of the election must
be prominently displayed in bold type, twenty-point font or
larger, on the envelope sent to the voter containing the ballot
and other materials listed in this subsection:

(a) For all general elections in 2020 and after;

(b) For all primary elections in 2021 and after; and

(c) For all elections in 2022 and after.

(2) The voter must swear under penalty of perjury that he
or she meets the qualifications to vote, and has not voted in
any other jurisdiction at this election. The declaration must
clearly inform the voter that it is illegal to vote if he or she is
not a United States citizen; it is illegal to vote if he or she has
been convicted of a felony and has not had his or her voting
rights restored; and it is illegal to cast a ballot or sign a ballot
declaration on behalf of another voter. The ballot materials
must provide space for the voter to sign the declaration, indi-
cate the date on which the ballot was voted, and include a
telephone number.

(3) For overseas and service voters, the signed declara-
tion constitutes the equivalent of a voter registration. Return
envelopes for overseas and service voters must enable the
ballot to be returned postage free if mailed through the United
States postal service, United States armed forces postal ser-
vice, or the postal service of a United States foreign embassy
under 39 U.S.C. 3406.

(4) The voter must be instructed to either return the bal-
lot to the county auditor no later than 8:00 p.m. the day of the
election or primary, or mail the ballot to the county auditor
with a postmark no later than the day of the election or pri-
mary. Return envelopes for all election ballots must include
prepaid postage. Service and overseas voters must be pro-
vided with instructions and a privacy sheet for returning the
ballot and signed declaration by fax or email. A voted ballot
and signed declaration returned by fax or email must be
received by 8:00 p.m. on the day of the election or primary.

(5) The county auditor's name may not appear on the
security envelope, the return envelope, or on any voting
instructions or materials included with the ballot if he or she
is a candidate for office during the same year.

(6) For purposes of this section, "prepaid postage" means
any method of return postage paid by the county or state.
[2020¢c 12 § 1;2019¢c 161 §3;2016 ¢ 83 §3;2013 ¢ 11 § 49.
Prior: 2011 ¢ 349 § 17;2011 ¢ 348 § 3; 2011 ¢ 182 § 1; 2011
¢ 10§ 39;2010 ¢ 125 § 1; 2009 c 369 § 39; 2005 ¢ 246 § 21;
2004 ¢ 271 § 135.]

Findings—2019 ¢ 161: "The legislature finds that voting by mail has
many advantages. However, the legislature also finds that while the cost of
ballot return postage may only be a small amount, passing the burden along

to Washington's citizens, many of whom no longer need stamps in their
everyday lives, is an unnecessary barrier to fully participate in the demo-
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cratic process. The legislature further finds that in order to continue to
increase participation in our democracy, we must lower all barriers to partic-
ipation in the democratic process. The legislature finds that voting should be
free for all citizens." [2019 ¢ 161 § 1.]

Effective date—2019 ¢ 161: "This act is necessary for the immediate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the state gov-
ernment and its existing public institutions, and takes effect July 1, 2019."
[2019 c 161 § 4.]

Effective date—2011 ¢ 349: See note following RCW 29A.04.255.

Notice to registered poll voters—Elections by mail—2011 ¢ 10: See
note following RCW 29A.04.008.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.40.100 Observers. County auditors must request
that observers be appointed by the major political parties to
be present during the processing of ballots at the counting
center. County auditors have discretion to also request that
observers be appointed by any campaigns or organizations.
The absence of the observers will not prevent the processing
of ballots if the county auditor has requested their presence.
[2011 ¢ 10 § 40; 2003 ¢ 111 § 1010. Prior: 2001 ¢ 241 § 9.
Formerly RCW 29.36.300.]

Notice to registered poll voters—Elections by mail—2011 ¢ 10: See
note following RCW 29A.04.008.

29A.40.110 Processing incoming ballots. (1) The
opening and subsequent processing of return envelopes for
any primary or election may begin upon receipt. The tabula-
tion of absentee ballots must not commence until after 8:00
p.m. on the day of the primary or election.

(2) All received return envelopes must be placed in
secure locations from the time of delivery to the county audi-
tor until their subsequent opening. After opening the return
envelopes, the county canvassing board shall place all of the
ballots in secure storage until processing. Ballots may be
taken from the inner envelopes and all the normal procedural
steps may be performed to prepare these ballots for tabula-
tion.

(3) The canvassing board, or its designated representa-
tives, shall examine the postmark on the return envelope and
signature on the declaration before processing the ballot. The
ballot must either be received no later than 8:00 p.m. on the
day of the primary or election, or must be postmarked no later
than the day of the primary or election. All personnel
assigned to verify signatures must receive training on state-
wide standards for signature verification. Personnel shall ver-
ify that the voter's signature on the ballot declaration is the
same as the signature of that voter in the registration files of
the county. Verification may be conducted by an automated
verification system approved by the secretary of state. A vari-
ation between the signature of the voter on the ballot declara-
tion and the signature of that voter in the registration files due
to the substitution of initials or the use of common nicknames
is permitted so long as the surname and handwriting are
clearly the same.

(4) If the postmark is missing or illegible, the date on the
ballot declaration to which the voter has attested determines
the validity, as to the time of voting, for that ballot. For over-
seas voters and service voters, the date on the declaration to
which the voter has attested determines the validity, as to the
time of voting, for that ballot. Any overseas voter or service
voter may return the signed declaration and voted ballot by

Title 29A RCW: Elections

fax or email by 8:00 p.m. on the day of the primary or elec-
tion, and the county auditor must use established procedures
to maintain the secrecy of the ballot. [2011 ¢ 349 § 18; 2011
c348 §4;2011 ¢ 10 § 41; 2009 ¢ 369 § 40. Prior: 2006 ¢ 207
§4; 2006 ¢ 206 § 6; 2005 c 243 § 5;2003 c 111 § 1011; prior:
2001 c 241 § 10; 1991 ¢ 81 § 32; 1987 ¢ 346 § 14; 1977 ex.s.
c361§78;1973c 140§ 1; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.36.060; prior: 1963
ex.s.¢23 §5;1955¢c 167 § 7; 1955 ¢ 50 § 2; prior: 1933 ex.s.
c41 § 5, part; 1921 ¢ 143 § 6, part; 1917 ¢ 159 § 4, part; 1915
c 189 § 4, part; RRS § 5285, part. Formerly RCW 29.36.310,
29.36.060.]

Reviser's note: This section was amended by 2011 ¢ 10 § 41, 2011 ¢
348 § 4, and by 2011 ¢ 349 § 18, each without reference to the other. All

amendments are incorporated in the publication of this section under RCW
1.12.025(2). For rule of construction, see RCW 1.12.025(1).

Effective date—2011 ¢ 349: See note following RCW 29A.04.255.

Notice to registered poll voters—Elections by mail—2011 ¢ 10: See
note following RCW 29A.04.008.

Legislative intent—Effective date—1987 ¢ 346: See notes following
RCW 29A.40.010.

County canvassing board, meeting to process ballots, canvass returns: RCW
294.60.160.

Unsigned ballot declarations: RCW 294.60.165.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.40.130 Record of voters issued a ballot and vot-
ers who returned a ballot—Public access. Each county
auditor shall maintain in his or her office, open for public
inspection, a record of all voters issued a ballot and all voters
who returned a ballot. For each primary, special election, or
general election, any political party, committee, or person
may request a list of all registered voters who have or have
not voted. Such requests shall be handled as public records
requests pursuant to chapter 42.56 RCW. [2011 ¢ 10 § 42;
2003 ¢ 111 § 1013. Prior: 1991 ¢ 81 § 33; 1987 ¢ 346 § 17;
1973 1st ex.s. ¢ 61 § 1. Formerly RCW 29.36.340,
29.36.097.]

Notice to registered poll voters—Elections by mail—2011 ¢ 10: See
note following RCW 29A.04.008.

Legislative intent—Effective date—1987 ¢ 346: See notes following
RCW 29A.40.010.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.40.160 Voting centers. (1) Each county auditor
shall open a voting center each primary, special election, and
general election. The voting center shall be open during busi-
ness hours during the voting period, which begins eighteen
days before, and ends at 8:00 p.m. on the day of, the primary,
special election, or general election.

(2) Each county auditor shall register voters in person at
each of the following locations in the county:

(a) At the county auditor's office;

(b) At the division of elections, if located in a separate
city from the county auditor's office; and

(c) For each presidential general election, at a voting
center in each city in the county with a population of one hun-
dred thousand or greater, which does not have a voting center
as required in (a) or (b) of this subsection. A voting center
opened pursuant to this subsection (2) is not required to be
open on the Sunday before the presidential election.
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(3) Voting centers shall be located in public buildings or
buildings that are leased by a public entity including, but not
limited to, libraries.

(4) Each voting center, and at least one of the other loca-
tions designated by the county auditor to allow voters to reg-
ister in person pursuant to RCW 29A.08.140(1)(b), must pro-
vide voter registration materials, ballots, provisional ballots,
disability access voting units, sample ballots, instructions on
how to properly vote the ballot, a ballot drop box, and voters'
pamphlets, if a voters' pamphlet has been published.

(5) Each voting center must be accessible to persons with
disabilities. Each state agency and entity of local government
shall permit the use of any of its accessible facilities as voting
centers when requested by a county auditor.

(6) Each voting center must provide at least one voting
unit certified by the secretary of state that provides access to
individuals who are blind or visually impaired, enabling them
to vote with privacy and independence.

(7) No person may interfere with a voter attempting to
vote in a voting center. Interfering with a voter attempting to
vote is a violation of RCW 29A.84.510.

(8) Before opening the voting center, the voting equip-
ment shall be inspected to determine if it has been properly
prepared for voting. If the voting equipment is capable of
direct tabulation of each voter's choices, the county auditor
shall verify that no votes have been registered for any issue or
office, and that the device has been sealed with a unique num-
bered seal at the time of final preparation and logic and accu-
racy testing. A log must be made of all device numbers and
seal numbers.

(9) The county auditor shall require any person desiring
to vote at a voting center to either sign a ballot declaration or
provide identification.

(a) The signature on the declaration must be compared to
the signature on the voter registration record before the ballot
may be counted. If the voter registered using a mark, or can
no longer sign his or her name, the election officers shall
require the voter to be identified by another registered voter.

(b) The identification must be valid photo identification,
such as a driver's license, state identification card, student
identification card, tribal identification card, or employer
identification card. A tribal identification card is not required
to include a residential address or an expiration date to be
considered valid under this section. Any individual who
desires to vote in person but cannot provide identification
shall be issued a provisional ballot, which shall be accepted if
the signature on the declaration matches the signature on the
voter's registration record.

(10) Provisional ballots must be accompanied by a dec-
laration and security envelope, as required by RCW
29A.40.091, and space for the voter's name, date of birth, cur-
rent and former registered address, reason for the provisional
ballot, and disposition of the provisional ballot. The voter
shall vote and return the provisional ballot at the voting cen-
ter. The voter must be provided information on how to ascer-
tain whether the provisional ballot was counted and, if appli-
cable, the reason why the vote was not counted.

(11) Any voter may take printed or written material into
the voting device to assist in casting his or her vote. The voter
shall not use this material to electioneer and shall remove it
when he or she leaves the voting center.

29A.40.180

(12) If any voter states that he or she is unable to cast his
or her votes due to a disability, the voter may designate a per-
son of his or her choice, or two election officers, to enter the
voting booth and record the votes as he or she directs.

(13) No voter is entitled to vote more than once at a pri-
mary, special election, or general election. If a voter incor-
rectly marks a ballot, he or she may be issued a replacement
ballot.

(14) A voter who has already returned a ballot but
requests to vote at a voting center shall be issued a provi-
sional ballot. The canvassing board shall not count the provi-
sional ballot if it finds that the voter has also voted a regular
ballot in that primary, special election, or general election.

(15) Any voter who is inside or in line at the voting cen-
ter at 8:00 p.m. on the day of the primary, special election, or
general election must be allowed to vote.

(16) For each primary, special election, and general elec-
tion, the county auditor may provide election services at loca-
tions in addition to the voting center. The county auditor has
discretion to establish which services will be provided at the
additional locations, and which days and hours the locations
will be open. [2019¢ 6§ 6;2018 ¢ 112 §4;2017 ¢ 327§ 1;
2011 ¢ 10 §43.]

Effective date—2018 ¢ 112 §§ 1-4: See note following RCW
29A.08.140.

Notice to registered poll voters—Elections by mail—2011 ¢ 10: See
note following RCW 29A.04.008.

29A.40.170 Ballot drop boxes. (1) The county auditor
must prevent overflow of each ballot drop box to allow a
voter to deposit his or her ballot securely. Ballots must be
removed from a ballot drop box by at least two people, with a
record kept of the date and time ballots were removed, and
the names of people removing them. Ballots from drop boxes
must be returned to the counting center in secured transport
containers. A copy of the record must be placed in the con-
tainer, and one copy must be transported with the ballots to
the counting center, where the seal number must be verified
by the county auditor or a designated representative. All bal-
lot drop boxes must be secured at 8:00 p.m. on the day of the
primary, special election, or general election.

(2) The county auditor must establish a minimum of one
ballot drop box per fifteen thousand registered voters in the
county and a minimum of one ballot drop box in each city,
town, and census-designated place in the county with a post
office.

(3) At the request of a federally recognized Indian tribe
with a reservation in the county, the county auditor must
establish at least one ballot drop box on the Indian reservation
on a site selected by the tribe that is accessible to the county
auditor by a public road.

(4) A federally recognized Indian tribe may designate at
least one building as a ballot pickup and collection location at
no cost to the tribe. The designated building must be accessi-
ble to the county auditor by a public road. The county auditor
of the county in which the building is located must collect
ballots from that location in compliance with the procedures
in subsection (1) of this section. [2019¢ 6 § 5.]

29A.40.180 Student engagement hubs. (1) Each state
university, regional university, and The Evergreen State Col-
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lege as defined in RCW 28B.10.016 and each higher educa-
tion campus as defined in RCW 28B.45.012 shall open a non-
partisan student engagement hub on its campus. The student
engagement hub may be open during business hours begin-
ning eight days before, and ending at 8:00 p.m. on the day of,
the general election. All student engagement hubs must allow
students to download their exact ballot from an online portal.
Upon request of the student government organization to the
administration and the county auditor, the student engage-
ment hub at a state university, regional university, or The
Evergreen State College as defined in RCW 28B.10.016 must
allow voters to register in person pursuant to RCW
29A.08.140(1)(b) and provide voter registration materials
and ballots.

(2) Each institution shall contract with the county auditor
for the operation of a student engagement hub under this sec-
tion.

(3) Student engagement hubs are not voting centers as
outlined in RCW 29A.40.160 and must be operated in a man-
ner that avoids partisan influence or electioneering. [2020 c
208 § 10.]

Short title—Findings—2020 ¢ 208: See notes following RCW
29A.08.210.

Chapter 29A.52 RCW
PRIMARIES AND ELECTIONS

Sections
PARTISAN PRIMARIES

29A.52.112 Top two candidates—Single county partisan office—Party or
independent preference.

General election laws govern primaries.

One vote.

Precinct committee officer—Filing—Ballot format—Party

affiliation—Votes cast.
NONPARTISAN PRIMARIES

29A.52.121
29A.52.161
29A.52.171

29A.52.210
29A.52.220

Local primaries.

No nonpartisan office primary permitted—Procedure—No
primary for the office of commissioner of park and recre-
ation district, office of cemetery district commissioner—
Names of candidates.

Nonpartisan offices specified.

Special election to fill unexpired term.

NOTICES AND CERTIFICATES

29A.52.231
29A.52.240

29A.52.321
29A.52.330

Certification of candidates.

Constitutional amendments and state measures—Notice
method.

Constitutional amendments and state measures—Notice con-
tents.

Notice of election—Prior to mail-in registration deadline.

Ceremonial certificates of election to officers elected in single
county or less.

Certificates of election to other officers.

29A.52.340

29A.52.355
29A.52.360

29A.52.370
No link between voter and ballot choice—Exception: RCW 294.08.161.

PARTISAN PRIMARIES

29A.52.112 Top two candidates—Single county par-
tisan office—Party or independent preference. (1) A pri-
mary is a first stage in the public process by which voters
elect candidates to public office.

(2) Whenever candidates for a partisan office are to be
elected, the general election must be preceded by a primary
conducted under this chapter. Based upon votes cast at the
primary, the top two candidates will be certified as qualified
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to appear on the general election ballot, unless only one can-
didate qualifies as provided in * RCW 29A.36.170.

(3) No primary may be held for any single county parti-
san office to fill an unexpired term if, after the last day
allowed for candidates to withdraw, only one candidate has
filed for the position.

(4) For partisan office, if a candidate has expressed a
party preference on the declaration of candidacy, then that
preference will be shown after the name of the candidate on
the primary and general election ballots as set forth in rules of
the secretary of state. A candidate may choose to express no
party preference. Any party preferences are shown for the
information of voters only and may in no way limit the
options available to voters. [2014 ¢ 7 § 1; 2013 ¢ 11 § 50;
2005 ¢ 2 § 7 (Initiative Measure No. 872, approved Novem-
ber 2, 2004).]

*Reviser's note: RCW 29A.36.170 was amended by 2013 ¢ 143 § 1,
removing the one candidate exception.

Intent—2005 ¢ 2 (Initiative Measure No. 872): "The Washington
Constitution and laws protect each voter's right to vote for any candidate for
any office. The Washington State Supreme Court has upheld the blanket pri-
mary as protecting compelling state interests "allowing each voter to keep
party identification, if any, secret; allowing the broadest possible participa-
tion in the primary election; and giving each voter a free choice among all
candidates in the primary." Heavey v. Chapman, 93 Wn.2d 700, 705, 611
P.2d 1256 (1980). The Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals has threatened this
system through a decision, that, if not overturned by the United States
Supreme Court, may require change. In the event of a final court judgment
invalidating the blanket primary, this People's Choice Initiative will become
effective to implement a system that best protects the rights of voters to make
such choices, increases voter participation, and advances compelling inter-
ests of the state of Washington." [2005 ¢ 2 § 2 (Initiative Measure No. 872,
approved November 2, 2004).]

Reviser's note: On February 28, 2004, the United States Supreme Court
refused to take the case on appeal; therefore the Ninth Circuit's decision
stands.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.52.121 General election laws govern primaries.
So far as applicable, the provisions of this title relating to
conducting general elections govern the conduct of prima-
ries. [2004 ¢ 271 § 143.]

29A.52.161 One vote. Nothing in this chapter may be
construed to mean that a voter may cast more than one vote
for candidates for a given office. [2004 ¢ 271 § 144.]

29A.52.171 Precinct committee officer—Filing—
Ballot format—Party affiliation—Votes cast. (1) The
office of precinct committee officer must be voted upon at the
primary election in each even-numbered year. If no one files
for the office, the office shall be filled in accordance with
*RCW 29A.28.071. If, after the last day to withdraw, only
one candidate has filed for the office in a precinct, that candi-
date is deemed elected and the auditor shall issue a certificate
of election. Only contested races may appear on the ballot.

(2) The ballot format may be either a consolidated ballot
or a physically separate ballot. If a consolidated ballot is
used, the races for precinct committee officer must be clearly
delineated from other races on the ballot. If a physically sep-
arate ballot is used, it must be distinguishable from the top
two primary ballot. If the ballot is returned in the return enve-
lope provided, but outside of the security envelope, it shall
not be grounds to invalidate the ballot.
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(3) The following instructions must appear on the ballot:
"In order to vote for precinct committee officer, a partisan
office, you must affirm that you are a Democrat or a Repub-
lican and may vote only for one candidate from the party you
select. Your vote for a candidate affirms your affiliation with
the same party as the candidate. This preference is private
and will not be matched to your name or shared."

(4) Party affiliation is affirmed by including the follow-
ing statement after the name of each candidate: "I affirm [ am
a Democrat." if the candidate is a Democrat, or "I affirm I am
a Republican." if the candidate is a Republican.

(5) If a voter votes for candidates from both parties, the
votes cast in the election for precinct committee officer on
that ballot will not be tabulated and reported. [2012 ¢ 89 § 3.]

*Reviser's note: RCW 29A.28.071 was recodified as RCW 29A.80.031
pursuant to 2013 ¢ 11 § 93.

Intent—Finding—Effective date—2012 ¢ 89: See notes following
RCW 29A.24.311.

NONPARTISAN PRIMARIES

29A.52.210 Local primaries. All city and town prima-
ries shall be nonpartisan. Primaries for special purpose dis-
tricts, except those districts that require ownership of prop-
erty within the district as a prerequisite to voting, shall be
nonpartisan. City, town, and district primaries shall be held as
provided in RCW 29A.04.311.

The purpose of this section is to establish the holding of
a primary, subject to the exemptions in RCW 29A.52.220, as
a uniform procedural requirement to the holding of city,
town, and district elections. These provisions supersede any
and all other statutes, whether general or special in nature,
having different election requirements. [2013 ¢ 11 § 51;
2003 ¢ 111 § 1305. Prior: 1990 ¢ 59 § 89; 1977 ¢ 53 § 3;
1975-'76 2nd ex.s. ¢ 120 § 1; 1965 ¢ 123 § 7; 1965 ¢ 9 §
29.21.010; prior: 1951 ¢ 257 § 7; 1949 ¢ 161 § 3; Rem. Supp.
1949 § 5179-1. Formerly RCW 29.21.010.]

Intent—Effective date—1990 ¢ 59: See notes following RCW
29A.04.013.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.52.220 No nonpartisan office primary permit-
ted—Procedure—No primary for the office of commis-
sioner of park and recreation district, office of cemetery
district commissioner—Names of candidates. (1) No pri-
mary may be held for any single position in any nonpartisan
office if, after the last day allowed for candidates to with-
draw, there are no more than two candidates filed for the
position. The county auditor shall as soon as possible notify
all the candidates so affected that the office for which they
filed will not appear on the primary ballot.

(2) No primary may be held for the office of commis-
sioner of a park and recreation district or for the office of
cemetery district commissioner.

(3) Names of candidates for offices that do not appear on
the primary ballot shall be printed upon the general election
ballot in the manner specified by RCW 29A.36.131. [2013 ¢
195§ 1;2005 ¢ 153 § 10; 2003 ¢ 111 § 1306. Prior: 1998 ¢ 19
§ 1; 1996 ¢ 324 § 1; 1990 ¢ 59 § 90; 1975-'76 2nd ex.s. ¢ 120
§ 2; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.21.015; prior: 1955 ¢ 101 § 2; 1955¢c 4 §
1. Formerly RCW 29.21.015.]

29A.52.340

Effective date—2013 ¢ 195: "This act is necessary for the immediate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the state gov-
ernment and its existing public institutions, and takes effect immediately
[May 10, 2013]." [2013 ¢ 195 § 3.]

Intent—Effective date—1990 ¢ 59: See notes following RCW
29A.04.013.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.52.231 Nonpartisan offices specified. The offices
of superintendent of public instruction, justice of the supreme
court, judge of the court of appeals, judge of the superior
court, and judge of the district court shall be nonpartisan and
the candidates therefor shall be nominated and elected as
such.

All city, town, and special purpose district elective
offices shall be nonpartisan and the candidates therefor shall
be nominated and elected as such. [2004 ¢ 271 § 174.]

29A.52.240 Special election to fill unexpired term.
Whenever it is necessary to hold a special election to fill an
unexpired term of an elective office of any city, town, or dis-
trict, the special election must be held in concert with the next
general election that is to be held by the respective city, town,
or district concerned for the purpose of electing officers to
full terms. This section does not apply to any city of the first
class whose charter provision relating to elections to fill
unexpired terms are inconsistent with this section. [2003 ¢
111 § 1308; 1972 ex.s. ¢ 61 § 7. Formerly RCW 29.21.410.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov
NOTICES AND CERTIFICATES

29A.52.321 Certification of candidates. No later than
the day following the certification of the returns of any pri-
mary, the secretary of state shall certify to the appropriate
county auditors the names of all candidates qualified to
appear on the general election ballot. [2013 ¢ 11 § 52; 2004
c 271 § 146.]

29A.52.330 Constitutional amendments and state
measures—Notice method. Subject to the availability of
funds appropriated specifically for that purpose, the secretary
of state shall publish notice of the proposed constitutional
amendments and other state measures that are to be submitted
to the people at a state general election up to four times
during the four weeks immediately preceding that election in
every legal newspaper in the state. The secretary of state shall
supplement this publication with an equivalent amount of
radio and television advertisements. [2003 ¢ 111 § 1311.
Prior: 1997 ¢ 405 § 1; 1967 ¢ 96 § 1; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.27.072;
prior: 1961 ¢ 176 § 1. Formerly RCW 29.27.072.]

29A.52.340 Constitutional amendments and state
measures—Notice contents. The newspaper and broadcast
notice required by Article XXIII, section 1, of the state Con-
stitution and RCW 29A.52.330 may set forth all or some of
the following information:

(1) A legal identification of the state measure to be voted
upon.

(2) The official ballot title of such state measure.

(3) A brief statement explaining the constitutional provi-
sion or state law as it presently exists.
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(4) A brief statement explaining the effect of the state
measure should it be approved.

(5) The total number of votes cast for and against the
measure in both the state senate and house of representatives.

No individual candidate or incumbent public official
may be referred to or identified in these notices or advertise-
ments. [2003 ¢ 111 § 1312. Prior: 1997 ¢ 405 § 2; 1967 ¢ 96
§2; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.27.074; prior: 1961 ¢ 176 § 2. Formerly
RCW 29.27.074.]

29A.52.355 Notice of election—Prior to mail-in regis-
tration deadline. (1) Notice for any state, county, district, or
municipal primary or election, whether special or general,
must be given by the county auditor between five and fifteen
days prior to the deadline for mail-in registrations. The notice
must be published in one or more newspapers of general cir-
culation and must contain, at a minimum, the last date to reg-
ister online or through the mail, the last date to transfer or
update an existing registration, the last date to register in per-
son for first-time voters, information on where a person can
register, the type of election, the date of the election, how a
voter can obtain a ballot, a list of all jurisdictions involved in
the election, including positions and short titles for ballot
measures appearing on the ballot, and the times and dates of
any public meetings associated with the election. The notice
shall also include where additional information regarding the
election may be obtained. The notice of a primary held in an
even-numbered year must indicate that the office of precinct
committee officer is on the ballot. This is the only notice
required for a state, county, district, or municipal primary or
special or general election.

(2) If the county or city chooses to mail a local voters'
pamphlet as described in RCW 29A.32.210 to each resi-
dence, the notice required in this section need only include
the last date to register online or through the mail, the last
date to transfer or update an existing registration, the last date
to register in person for first-time voters, information on
where a person can register, and the times and dates of any
public meetings associated with the election. [2013 ¢ 11 §
53;2011 ¢ 10 §45.]

Notice to registered poll voters—Elections by mail—2011 ¢ 10: See
note following RCW 29A.04.008.

29A.52.360 Ceremonial certificates of election to offi-
cers elected in single county or less. Immediately after the
ascertainment of the result of an election for an office to be
filled by the voters of a single county, or of a precinct, or of a
constituency within a county for which the county auditor
serves as supervisor of elections, the county auditor shall
notify the person elected, and issue to the person a ceremo-
nial certificate of election. [2007 ¢ 374 § 2; 2003 ¢ 111 §
1314; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.27.100. Prior: 1961 ¢ 130 § 8; prior:
Code 1881 § 3096, part; 1866 p 6 § 2, part; 1865 p 39 § 7,
part; RRS § 5343, part. Formerly RCW 29.27.100.]

29A.52.370 Certificates of election to other officers.
Except as provided in the state Constitution, the governor
shall issue certificates of election to those elected as senator
or representative in the Congress of the United States and to
state offices. The secretary of state shall issue certificates of
election to those elected to the office of judge of the superior
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court in judicial districts comprising more than one county
and to those elected to either branch of the state legislature in
legislative districts comprising more than one county. [2003
c 111 § 1315; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.27.110. Prior: (1) 1933 ¢ 92 § 1;
RRS § 5343-1. (ii) Code 1881 § 3100, part; No RRS. For-
merly RCW 29.27.110.]

Judges of their own election and qualification—Quorum: State Constitution
Art. 2§ 8.

Returns of elections, canvass, etc.: State Constitution Art. 3 § 4.
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29A.56.110 Initiating proceedings—Statement—Contents— Verifica-
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Fixing date for recall election—Notice.
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Destruction of insufficient recall petition.

Fraudulent names—Record of.

Conduct of election—Contents of ballot.

Ascertaining the result—When recall effective.

Enforcement provisions—Mandamus—Appellate review.
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29A.56.300 States' agreement—Presidential election—National popular
vote.

Date of election—Number.

Nomination—What names on ballots—How counted.

Time and place of meeting.

Compensation.

Slate of presidential electors.

29A.56.310
29A.56.320
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29A.56.410
29A.56.420
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Governor's proclamation calling convention—When.
Governor's proclamation calling convention—Publication.
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MINOR PARTY AND INDEPENDENT CANDIDATE PRESIDENTIAL
NOMINATIONS

29A.56.600
29A.56.610
29A.56.620
29A.56.630
29A.56.640
29A.56.650
29A.56.660
29A.56.670

Convention.

Nomination by convention—Dates.
Convention—Notice.

Nominating petition—Requirements.
Certificate of nomination—Requisites.
Multiple certificates of nomination.
Presidential electors—Selection at convention.

Certificate of nomination—Checking signatures—Appeal of
determination.

PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARY

29A.56.020 Date. (1) On the second Tuesday in March
of each year in which a president of the United States is to be
nominated and elected, a presidential primary shall be held at
which voters may vote for the nominee of a major political
party for the office of president.

(2)(a) The secretary of state may propose an alternative
date for the primary, including to coordinate a regional pri-
mary with any of the following states: Alaska, Arizona, Cali-
fornia, Hawaii, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, Oregon, and Utah,
no later than the first day of September of the year before the
year in which a president is to be nominated and elected. The
proposed date must not be prior to the earliest date permitted
by the national rules of the major political parties.

(b) No later than the fifteenth day of September of the
year before the year in which a presidential nominee is
selected, the state committee of any major political party that
will use the primary results for candidates of that party may
propose an alternative date for that primary.

(3) If an alternative date is proposed under subsection
(2)(a) or (b) of this section, a committee consisting of the
chair and the vice chair of the state committee of each major
political party, the secretary of state, the majority leader and
minority leader of the senate, and the speaker and the
minority leader of the house of representatives shall meet
and, if affirmed by a two-thirds vote of the members of the
committee, the date of the primary shall be changed. The
committee shall meet and decide on the proposed alternate
date not later than the first day of October of the year before
the year in which a presidential nominee is selected. The sec-
retary of state shall convene and preside over the meeting of
the committee. A committee member other than a legislator
may appoint, in writing, a designee to serve on his or her
behalf. A legislator who is a member of the committee may
appoint, in writing, another legislator to serve on his or her
behalf.

(4) If an alternate date is approved under this section, the
secretary of state shall adopt rules under RCW 29A.04.620 to
adjust the deadlines in RCW 29A.56.031 and related provi-
sions of this chapter to correspond with the date that has been
approved. [2019¢7 §1;2003 ¢ 111 § 1402; (2011 ¢319§ 1
expired January 1, 2013); (2003 3rd sp.s. ¢ 1 § 2 expired Jan-
uary 1, 2005); (2003 3rd sp.s. ¢ 1 § 1 expired July 1, 2004).
Prior: 1995 1stsp.s. ¢ 20 § 1; 1989 c 4 § 2 (Initiative Measure
No. 99). Formerly RCW 29.19.020.]

Expiration date—2011 ¢ 319: "Section 1 of this act expires January 1,
2013."[2011¢ 319 §2.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.56.050

29A.56.031 Submission of candidates by parties. (1)
Each party must determine which candidates are to be placed
on the presidential primary ballot for that party. The chair of
each party must submit to the secretary of state the names of
the candidates to appear on the ballot for that party no later
than sixty-three days before the presidential primary. Once
submitted, changes must not be made to the candidates that
will appear on the ballot.

(2) No later than the seventh day before the presidential
nomination primary, the chair of each party must submit to
the secretary of state the names of write-in candidates, if any,
to be counted for that party. [2019¢ 7 § 2.]

29A.56.040 Procedures—Ballot form and arrange-
ment. (1) Except where necessary to accommodate the
national or state rules of a major political party or where this
chapter specifically provides otherwise, the presidential pri-
mary must be conducted in substantially the same manner as
a state primary under this title.

(2) The arrangement and form of presidential primary
ballots must be established by administrative rule adopted
under RCW 29A.04.620, and in consultation with the major
political parties. Only the candidates who have been submit-
ted under RCW 29A.56.031 may appear on the ballots.

(3) Each party's ballot or portion of the ballot must list
alphabetically the names of all candidates for the office of
president for that party. The ballot must clearly indicate the
political party of each candidate.

(4) If requested by a party chair, the ballot for that party
must contain a place for a voter to indicate a preference for
having delegates to the party's national convention remain
uncommitted. A request under this subsection must be sub-
mitted to the secretary of state no later than sixty-three days
before the presidential primary.

(5) A presidential primary ballot with votes for more
than one candidate is void, and notice to this effect, stated in
clear, simple language and printed in large type, must appear
on the face of each presidential primary ballot or on or about
each voting device.

(6) Notice must be published in the manner required by
RCW 29A.52.355. [2019¢ 7 §3;2013 c 11 § 54; 2007 ¢ 385
§ 1; 2003 ¢ 111 § 1404. Prior: 1995 1st sp.s. ¢ 20 § 2. For-
merly RCW 29.19.045.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.56.050 Allocation of delegates—Party declara-
tions. (1) A major political party may, under national or state
party rules, base the allocation of delegates from this state to
the national nominating convention of that party in whole or
in part on the participation in precinct caucuses and conven-
tions conducted under the rules of that party.

(2) If requested by a major political party, the secretary
of state shall adopt rules under RCW 29A.04.620 to provide
for any declaration required by that party.

(3) Voters who subscribe to a specific political party dec-
laration under this section may only vote for a candidate of
that party. Each list of candidates on ballots must be readily
distinguishable from the list of candidates for any other party.
Votes cast by persons making these declarations must be tab-
ulated and reported separately from other votes cast at the pri-
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29A.56.060

mary and may be used by a major political party in its alloca-
tion of delegates under the rules of that party.

(4) For a political party that requires a specific voter dec-
laration under this section, the secretary of state shall pre-
scribe rules for providing, to the state and county committees
of that political party, a copy of the declarations or a list of the
voters who participated in the presidential nominating pro-
cess of that party. [2019 ¢ 7 § 4; 2003 ¢ 111 § 1405. Prior:
1995 1st sp.s. ¢ 20 § 3. Formerly RCW 29.19.055.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.56.060 Costs. Subject to available funds specifi-
cally appropriated for this purpose, whenever a presidential
primary is held as provided by this chapter, the state of Wash-
ington shall assume all costs of holding the primary if it is
held alone. If any other election or elections are held at the
same time, the state is liable only for a prorated share of the
costs. The county auditor shall determine the costs, including
the state's prorated share, if applicable, in the same manner as
provided under RCW 29A.04.410 and shall file a certified
claim with the secretary of state. The secretary of state shall
include in his or her biennial budget requests sufficient funds
to carry out this section. Reimbursements for primary costs
must be from appropriations specifically provided by law for
that purpose. [2003 ¢ 111 § 1406. Prior: 1995 Ist sp.s. ¢ 20 §
5; 1989 ¢ 4 § 8 (Initiative Measure No. 99). Formerly RCW
29.19.080.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

UNIFORM FAITHFUL PRESIDENTIAL ELECTORS
ACT

29A.56.080 Definitions. The definitions in this section
apply throughout this section and RCW 29A.56.082 through
29A.56.092 unless the context clearly requires otherwise.

(1) "Cast" means accepted by the secretary of state in
accordance with RCW 29A.56.090(2).

(2) "Elector" means an individual selected as a presiden-
tial elector under RCW 29A.56.320 and 29A.56.082 through
29A.56.092.

(3) "President" means president of the United States.

(4) "Unaffiliated presidential candidate" means a candi-
date for president who qualifies for the general election ballot
in this state by means other than nomination by a political
party.

(5) "Vice president”" means vice president of the United
States. [2019 ¢ 143 § 2.]

Short title—2019 ¢ 143: "This act may be known and cited as the uni-
form faithful presidential electors act." [2019 ¢ 143 § 1.]

Uniformity of application and construction—2019 ¢ 143: "In apply-
ing and construing this uniform act, consideration must be given to the need
to promote uniformity of the law with respect to its subject matter among
states that enact it." [2019 ¢ 143 § 9.]

29A.56.082 Designation of electors. For each elector
position in this state, a political party contesting the position,
or an unaffiliated presidential candidate, shall submit to the
secretary of state the names of two qualified individuals. One
of the individuals must be designated "elector nominee" and
the other "alternate elector nominee." Except as otherwise
provided in RCW 29A.56.086 through 29A.56.092, this
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state's electors are the winning elector nominees under the
laws of this state. [2019 ¢ 143 § 3.]

Short title—Uniformity of application and construction—2019 ¢
143: See notes following RCW 29A.56.080.

29A.56.084 Pledge by electors. Each elector nominee
and alternate elector nominee of a political party shall exe-
cute the following pledge: "If selected for the position of
elector, I agree to serve and to mark my ballots for president
and vice president for the nominees for those offices of the
party that nominated me." Each elector nominee and alternate
elector nominee of an unaffiliated presidential candidate shall
execute the following pledge: "If selected for the position of
elector as a nominee of an unaffiliated presidential candidate,
I agree to serve and to mark my ballots for that candidate and
for that candidate's vice presidential running mate." The exe-
cuted pledges must accompany the submission of the corre-
sponding names to the secretary of state. [2019 ¢ 143 § 4.]

Short title—Uniformity of application and construction—2019 ¢
143: See notes following RCW 29A.56.080.

29A.56.086 Certificate of ascertainment. In submit-
ting this state's certificate of ascertainment as required by 3
U.S.C. Sec. 6, the governor shall certify this state's electors
and state in the certificate that:

(1) The electors will serve as electors unless a vacancy
occurs in the office of elector before the end of the meeting at
which elector votes are cast, in which case a substitute elector
will fill the vacancy; and

(2) If a substitute elector is appointed to fill a vacancy,
the governor will submit an amended certificate of ascertain-
ment stating the names on the final list of this state's electors.
[2019 ¢ 143 § 5.]

Short title—Uniformity of application and construction—2019 ¢
143: See notes following RCW 29A.56.080.

29A.56.088 Meeting of electors—Presiding officer—
Elector vacancy. (1) The secretary of state shall preside at
the meeting of electors described in RCW 29A.56.090.

(2) The position of an elector not present to vote is
vacant. The secretary of state shall appoint an individual as a
substitute elector to fill a vacancy as follows:

(a) If the alternate elector is present to vote, by appoint-
ing the alternate elector for the vacant position;

(b) If the alternate elector for the vacant position is not
present to vote, by appointing an elector chosen by lot from
among the alternate electors present to vote who were nomi-
nated by the same political party or unaffiliated presidential
candidate;

(c) If the number of alternate electors present to vote is
insufficient to fill any vacant position pursuant to (a) and (b)
of this subsection, by appointing any immediately available
individual who is qualified to serve as an elector and chosen
through nomination by and plurality vote of the remaining
electors, including nomination and vote by a single elector if
only one remains;

(d) If there is a tie between at least two nominees for sub-
stitute elector in a vote conducted under (c) of this subsec-
tion, by appointing an elector chosen by lot from among
those nominees; or
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(e) If all elector positions are vacant and cannot be filled
pursuant to (a) through (d) of this subsection, by appointing a
single presidential elector, with remaining vacant positions to
be filled under (c) of this subsection and, if necessary, (d) of
this subsection.

(3) To qualify as a substitute elector under subsection (2)
of this section, an individual who has not executed the pledge
required under RCW 29A.56.084 shall execute the following
pledge: "I agree to serve and to mark my ballots for president
and vice president consistent with the pledge of the individ-
ual to whose elector position I have succeeded." [2019 ¢ 143

§6.]

Short title—Uniformity of application and construction—2019 ¢
143: See notes following RCW 29A.56.080.

29A.56.090 Voting by electors. (1) At the time desig-
nated for elector voting and after all vacant positions have
been filled under RCW 29A.56.088, the secretary of state
shall provide each elector with a presidential and a vice pres-
idential ballot. The elector shall mark the elector's presiden-
tial and vice presidential ballots with the elector's votes for
the offices of president and vice president, respectively,
along with the elector's signature and the elector's legibly
printed name.

(2) Except as otherwise provided by law of this state
other than RCW 29A.56.080 through 29A.56.092, each elec-
tor shall present both completed ballots to the secretary of
state, who shall examine the ballots and accept as cast all bal-
lots of electors whose votes are consistent with their pledges
executed under RCW 29A.56.084 or 29A.56.088(3). Except
as otherwise provided by law of this state other than RCW
29A.56.080 through 29A.56.092, the secretary of state may
not accept and may not count either an elector's presidential
or vice presidential ballot if the elector has not marked both
ballots or has marked a ballot in violation of the elector's
pledge.

(3) An elector who refuses to present a ballot, presents an
unmarked ballot, or presents a ballot marked in violation of
the elector's pledge executed under RCW 29A.56.084 or
29A.56.088(3) vacates the office of elector, creating a vacant
position to be filled under RCW 29A.56.088.

(4) The secretary of state shall distribute ballots to and
collect ballots from a substitute elector and repeat the process
under this section of examining ballots, declaring and filling
vacant positions as required, and recording appropriately
completed ballots from the substituted electors, until all of
this state's electoral votes have been cast and recorded. [2019
c143§ 7]

Short title—Uniformity of application and construction—2019 ¢
143: See notes following RCW 29A.56.080.

29A.56.092 Amended certificate of ascertainment—
Certificate of vote. (1) After the vote of this state's electors
is completed, if the final list of electors differs from any list
that the governor previously included on a certificate of
ascertainment prepared and transmitted under 3 U.S.C. Sec.
6, the secretary of state immediately shall prepare an
amended certificate of ascertainment and transmit it to the
governor for the governor's signature.

(2) The governor immediately shall deliver the signed
amended certificate of ascertainment to the secretary of state

29A.56.120

and a signed duplicate original of the amended certificate of
ascertainment to all individuals entitled to receive this state's
certificate of ascertainment, indicating that the amended cer-
tificate of ascertainment is to be substituted for the certificate
of ascertainment previously submitted.

(3) The secretary of state shall prepare a certificate of
vote. The electors on the final list shall sign the certificate.
The secretary of state shall process and transmit the signed
certificate with the amended certificate of ascertainment
under 3 U.S.C. Secs. 9, 10, and 11. [2019 ¢ 143 § 8.]

Short title—Uniformity of application and construction—2019 ¢
143: See notes following RCW 29A.56.080.

RECALL

29A.56.110 Initiating proceedings—Statement—
Contents—Verification—Definitions. Whenever any legal
voter of the state or of any political subdivision thereof, either
individually or on behalf of an organization, desires to
demand the recall and discharge of any elective public officer
of the state or of such political subdivision, as the case may
be, under the provisions of sections 33 and 34 of Article 1 of
the Constitution, the voter shall prepare a typewritten charge,
reciting that such officer, naming him or her and giving the
title of the office, has committed an act or acts of malfea-
sance, or an act or acts of misfeasance while in office, or has
violated the oath of office, or has been guilty of any two or
more of the acts specified in the Constitution as grounds for
recall. The charge shall state the act or acts complained of in
concise language, give a detailed description including the
approximate date, location, and nature of each act com-
plained of, be signed by the person or persons making the
charge, give their respective post office addresses, and be
verified under oath that the person or persons believe the
charge or charges to be true and have knowledge of the
alleged facts upon which the stated grounds for recall are
based.

For the purposes of this chapter:

(1) "Misfeasance" or "malfeasance" in office means any
wrongful conduct that affects, interrupts, or interferes with
the performance of official duty;

(a) Additionally, "misfeasance" in office means the per-
formance of a duty in an improper manner; and

(b) Additionally, "malfeasance" in office means the
commission of an unlawful act;

(2) "Violation of the oath of office" means the neglect or
knowing failure by an elective public officer to perform faith-
fully a duty imposed by law. [2003 ¢ 111 § 1407; 1984 ¢ 170
§ 1;1975-"76 2nd ex.s. ¢ 47 § 1; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.82.010. Prior:
1913 ¢ 146 § 1; RRS § 5350. Former part of section: 1913 ¢
146 § 2; RRS § 5351, now codified in RCW 29.82.015. For-
merly RCW 29.82.010.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.56.120 Petition—Where filed. Any person mak-
ing a charge shall file it with the elections officer whose duty
it is to receive and file a declaration of candidacy for the
office concerning the incumbent of which the recall is to be
demanded. The officer with whom the charge is filed shall
promptly (1) serve a copy of the charge upon the officer
whose recall is demanded, and (2) certify and transmit the
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charge to the preparer of the ballot synopsis provided in
RCW 29A.56.130. The manner of service shall be the same
as for the commencement of a civil action in superior court.
[2003 ¢ 111 § 1408. Prior: 1984 ¢ 170 § 2; 1975-'76 2nd ex.s.
c47§2;1965¢9 §29.82.015; prior: 1913 ¢ 146 § 2; RRS §
5351. Formerly RCW 29.82.010, part. Formerly RCW
29.82.015.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.56.130 Ballot synopsis. (1) Within fifteen days
after receiving a charge, the officer specified below shall for-
mulate a ballot synopsis of the charge of not more than two
hundred words.

(a) Except as provided in (b) of this subsection, if the
recall is demanded of an elected public officer whose politi-
cal jurisdiction encompasses an area in more than one county,
the attorney general shall be the preparer, except if the recall
is demanded of the attorney general, the chief justice of the
supreme court shall be the preparer.

(b) If the recall is demanded of an elected public officer
whose political jurisdiction lies wholly in one county, or if
the recall is demanded of an elected public officer of a district
whose jurisdiction encompasses more than one county but
whose declaration of candidacy is filed with a county auditor
in one of the counties, the prosecuting attorney of that county
shall be the preparer, except that if the prosecuting attorney is
the officer whose recall is demanded, the attorney general
shall be the preparer.

(2) The synopsis shall set forth the name of the person
charged, the title of the office, and a concise statement of the
elements of the charge. Upon completion of the ballot synop-
sis, the preparer shall certify and transmit the exact language
of the ballot synopsis to the persons filing the charge and the
officer subject to recall. The preparer shall additionally cer-
tify and transmit the charges and the ballot synopsis to the
superior court of the county in which the officer subject to
recall resides and shall petition the superior court to approve
the synopsis and to determine the sufficiency of the charges.
[2003 ¢ 111 § 1409; 1984 c 170 § 3. Formerly RCW
29.82.021.]

29A.56.140 Determination by superior court—Cor-
rection of ballot synopsis. Within fifteen days after receiv-
ing the petition, the superior court shall have conducted a
hearing on and shall have determined, without cost to any
party, (1) whether or not the acts stated in the charge satisfy
the criteria for which a recall petition may be filed, and (2)
the adequacy of the ballot synopsis. The clerk of the superior
court shall notify the person subject to recall and the person
demanding recall of the hearing date. Both persons may
appear with counsel. The court may hear arguments as to the
sufficiency of the charges and the adequacy of the ballot syn-
opsis. The court shall not consider the truth of the charges,
but only their sufficiency. An appeal of a sufficiency decision
shall be filed in the supreme court as specified by RCW
29A.56.270. The superior court shall correct any ballot syn-
opsis it deems inadequate. Any decision regarding the ballot
synopsis by the superior court is final. The court shall certify
and transmit the ballot synopsis to the officer subject to
recall, the person demanding the recall, and either the secre-
tary of state or the county auditor, as appropriate. [2003 ¢
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111 § 1410. Prior: 1984 ¢ 170 § 4. Formerly RCW
29.82.023.]

29A.56.150 Filing supporting signatures—Time lim-
itations. (1) The sponsors of a recall demanded of any public
officer shall stop circulation of and file all petitions with the
appropriate elections officer not less than six months before
the next general election in which the officer whose recall is
demanded is subject to reelection.

(2) The sponsors of a recall demanded of an officer
elected to a statewide position shall have a maximum of two
hundred seventy days, and the sponsors of a recall demanded
of any other officer shall have a maximum of one hundred
eighty days, in which to obtain and file supporting signatures
after the issuance of a ballot synopsis by the superior court. If
the decision of the superior court regarding the sufficiency of
the charges is not appealed, the one hundred eighty or two
hundred seventy day period for the circulation of signatures
begins on the sixteenth day following the decision of the
superior court. If the decision of the superior court regarding
the sufficiency of the charges is appealed, the one hundred
eighty or two hundred seventy day period for the circulation
of signatures begins on the day following the issuance of the
decision by the supreme court. [2003 ¢ 111 § 1411; 1984 ¢
170 § 5; 1971 ex.s. ¢ 205 § 2. Formerly RCW 29.82.025.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.56.160 Petition—Form. Recall petitions must be
printed on single sheets of paper of good writing quality
(including but not limited to newsprint) not less than eleven
inches in width and not less than fourteen inches in length.
No petition may be circulated or signed prior to the first day
of the one hundred eighty or two hundred seventy day period
established by RCW 29A.56.150 for that recall petition. The
petitions must be substantially in the following form:

The warning prescribed by RCW 29A.72.140; followed
by:

Petition for the recall of (here insert the name of the
office and of the person whose recall is petitioned for) to the
Honorable (here insert the name and title of the officer with
whom the charge is filed).

We, the undersigned citizens and legal voters of (the
state of Washington or the political subdivision in which the
recall is to be held), respectfully direct that a special election
be called to determine whether or not (here insert the name of
the person charged and the office which he or she holds) be
recalled and discharged from his or her office, for and on
account of (his or her having committed the act or acts of
malfeasance or misfeasance while in office, or having vio-
lated his or her oath of office, as the case may be), in the fol-
lowing particulars: (here insert the synopsis of the charge);
and each of us for himself or herself says: I have personally
signed this petition; I am a legal voter of the State of Wash-
ington in the precinct and city (or town) and county written
after my name, and my residence address is correctly stated,
and to my knowledge, have signed this petition only once.

The petition must include a place for each petitioner to
sign and print his or her name, and the address, city, and
county at which he or she is registered to vote. [2003 ¢ 111 §
1412; 1984 ¢ 170 § 6; 1971 ex.s. ¢ 205 § 4; 1965 ¢c 9 §



Special Circumstances Elections

29.82.030. Prior: 1913 ¢ 146 § 4; RRS § 5353. Formerly
RCW 29.82.030.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.56.170 Petition—Size. Each recall petition at the
time of circulating, signing, and filing with the officer with
whom it is to be filed, must consist of not more than five
sheets with numbered lines for not more than twenty signa-
tures on each sheet, with the prescribed warning, title, and
form of petition on each sheet, and a full, true, and correct
copy of the original statement of the charges against the offi-
cer referred to therein, printed on sheets of paper of like size
and quality as the petition, firmly fastened together. [2003 ¢
111 § 1413; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.82.040. Prior: 1913 ¢ 146 § 6; RRS
§ 5355. Formerly RCW 29.82.040.]

29A.56.180 Number of signatures required. When
the person, committee, or organization demanding the recall
of a public officer has secured sufficient signatures upon the
recall petition the person, committee, or organization may
submit the same to the officer with whom the charge was
filed for filing in his or her office. The number of signatures
required shall be as follows:

(1) In the case of a state officer, an officer of a city of the
first class, a member of a school board in a city of the first
class, or a county officer of a county with a population of
forty thousand or more—signatures of legal voters equal to
twenty-five percent of the total number of votes cast for all
candidates for the office to which the officer whose recall is
demanded was elected at the preceding election.

(2) In the case of an officer of any political subdivision,
city, town, township, precinct, or school district other than
those mentioned in subsection (1) of this section, and in the
case of a state senator or representative—signatures of legal
voters equal to thirty-five percent of the total number of votes
cast for all candidates for the office to which the officer
whose recall is demanded was elected at the preceding elec-
tion. [2003 ¢ 111 § 1414. Prior: 1991 ¢ 363 § 36; 1965¢c 9 §
29.82.060; prior: 1913 c 146 § 8, part; RRS § 5357, part. For-
merly RCW 29.82.060.]

Purpose—Captions not law—1991 ¢ 363: See notes following RCW
2.32.180.

Recall of elective officers—Percentages required: State Constitution Art. 1 §
34 (Amendment 8).

29A.56.190 Canvassing signatures—Time of—
Notice. Upon the filing of a recall petition, the officer with
whom the charge was filed shall stamp on each petition the
date of filing, and shall notify the persons filing them and the
officer whose recall is demanded of the date when the peti-
tions will be canvassed, which date must be not less than five
or more than ten days from the date of its filing. [2003 ¢ 111
§ 1415; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.82.080. Prior: 1913 ¢ 146 § 9, part;
RRS § 5358, part. Formerly RCW 29.82.080.]

29A.56.200 Verification and canvass of signatures—
Procedure—Statistical sampling. (1) Upon the filing of a
recall petition, the elections officer shall proceed to verify
and canvass the names of legal voters on the petition.

(2) The verification and canvass of signatures on the
petition may be observed by persons representing the advo-
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cates and opponents of the proposed recall so long as they
make no record of the names, addresses, or other information
on the petitions or related records during the verification pro-
cess except upon the order of the superior court. The elec-
tions officer may limit the number of observers to not fewer
than two on each side, if in his or her opinion a greater num-
ber would cause undue delay or disruption of the verification
process. Any such limitation shall apply equally to both
sides. If the elections officer finds the same name signed to
more than one petition, he or she shall reject all but the first
such valid signature.

(3) Where the recall of a statewide elected official is
sought, the secretary of state may use any statistical sampling
techniques for verification and canvassing which have been
adopted by rule for canvassing initiative petitions under
RCW 29A.72.230. No petition will be rejected on the basis of
any statistical method employed. No petition will be accepted
on the basis of any statistical method employed if such
method indicates that the petition contains less than the num-
ber of signatures of legal voters required by Article I, section
33 (Amendment 8) of the state Constitution. [2003 ¢ 111 §
1416. Prior: 1984 ¢ 170 § 7; 1977 ex.s. ¢ 361 § 107; 1965 ¢ 9
§ 29.82.090; prior: 1913 ¢ 146 § 9, part; RRS § 5358, part.
Formerly RCW 29.82.090.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.56.210 Fixing date for recall election—Notice.
If, at the conclusion of the verification and canvass, it is
found that a petition for recall bears the required number of
signatures of certified legal voters, the officer with whom the
petition is filed shall promptly certify the petitions as suffi-
cient and fix a date for the special election to determine
whether or not the officer charged shall be recalled and dis-
charged from office. The special election shall be held not
less than forty-five nor more than ninety days from the certi-
fication and, whenever possible, on one of the dates provided
in RCW 29A.04.330, but no recall election may be held
between the date of the primary and the date of the general
election in any calendar year. Notice shall be given in the
manner as required by law for special elections in the state or
in the political subdivision, as the case may be. [2013 ¢ 11 §
55;2003 ¢ 111 § 1417. Prior: 1984 ¢ 170 § 8; 1977 ex.s. ¢ 361
§ 108; 1971 ex.s. ¢ 205 § 5; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.82.100; prior: 1913
c 146 § 9, part; RRS § 5358, part. Formerly RCW 29.82.100.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.56.220 Response to petition charges. When a
date for a special recall election is set the certifying officer
shall serve a notice of the date of the election to the officer
whose recall is demanded and the person demanding recall.
The manner of service shall be the same as for the com-
mencement of a civil action in superior court. After having
been served a notice of the date of the election and the ballot
synopsis, the officer whose recall is demanded may submit to
the certifying officer a response, not to exceed two hundred
fifty words in length, to the charge contained in the ballot
synopsis. Such response shall be submitted by the seventh
consecutive day after service of the notice. The certifying
officer shall promptly send a copy of the response to the per-
son who filed the petition. [2003 ¢ 111 § 1418. Prior: 1984 ¢
170 § 9; 1980 ¢ 42 § 1. Formerly RCW 29.82.105.]
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29A.56.230 Destruction of insufficient recall petition.
If it is found that the recall petition does not contain the req-
uisite number of signatures of certified legal voters, the offi-
cer shall so notify the persons filing the petition, and at the
expiration of thirty days from the conclusion of the count the
officer shall destroy the petitions unless prevented therefrom
by the injunction or mandate of a court. [2003 ¢ 111 § 1419;
1965 ¢ 9 § 29.82.110. Prior: 1913 ¢ 146 § 9, part; RRS §
5358, part. Formerly RCW 29.82.110.]

29A.56.240 Fraudulent names—Record of. The offi-
cer making the canvass of a recall petition shall keep a record
of all names appearing on it that are not certified to be legal
voters of the state or of the political subdivision, as the case
may be, and of all names appearing more than once, and shall
report the same to the prosecuting attorneys of the respective
counties where the names appear to have been signed, to the
end that prosecutions may be had for the violation of this
chapter. [2003 ¢ 111 § 1420; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.82.120. Prior:
1913 ¢ 146 § 10; RRS § 5359. Formerly RCW 29.82.120.]

29A.56.250 Conduct of election—Contents of ballot.
The special election for the recall of an officer shall be con-
ducted in the same manner as a special election for that juris-
diction. The county auditor shall conduct the recall election.
The ballots at any recall election shall contain a full, true, and
correct copy of the ballot synopsis of the charge and the offi-
cer's response to the charge if one has been filed. [2003 c 111
§ 1421. Prior: 1990 ¢ 59 § 71; 1980 ¢ 42 § 2; 1965 ¢ 9 §
29.82.130; prior: 1913 ¢ 146 § 11; RRS § 5360. See also
RCW 29.48.040. Formerly RCW 29.82.130.]

Intent—Effective date—1990 ¢ 59: See notes following RCW
29A.04.013.

29A.56.260 Ascertaining the result—When recall
effective. The votes on a recall election must be counted,
canvassed, and the results certified in the manner provided by
law for counting, canvassing, and certifying the results of an
election for the office from which the officer is being
recalled. However, if the officer whose recall is demanded is
the officer to whom, under the law, returns of elections are
made, the returns must be made to the officer with whom the
charge is filed, and who called the special election. In the
case of an election for the recall of a state officer, the county
canvassing boards of the various counties shall canvass and
return the result of the election to the officer calling the spe-
cial election. If a majority of all votes cast at the recall elec-
tion is for the recall of the officer charged, the officer is there-
upon recalled and discharged from the office, and the office
thereupon is vacant. [2003 ¢ 111 § 1422; 1977 ex.s. ¢ 361 §
109; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.82.140. Prior: 1913 ¢ 146 § 12; RRS §
5361. Formerly RCW 29.82.140.]
Canvassing the returns: Chapter 294.60 RCW.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.56.270 Enforcement provisions—Mandamus—
Appellate review. The superior court of the county in which
the officer subject to recall resides has original jurisdiction to
compel the performance of any act required of any public
officer or to prevent the performance by any such officer of
any act in relation to the recall not in compliance with law.
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The supreme court has like original jurisdiction in rela-
tion to state officers and revisory jurisdiction over the deci-
sions of the superior courts. Any proceeding to compel or
prevent the performance of any such act shall be begun
within ten days from the time the cause of complaint arises,
and shall be considered an emergency matter of public con-
cern and take precedence over other cases, and be speedily
heard and determined. Appellate review of a decision of any
superior court shall be begun and perfected within fifteen
days after its decision in a recall election case and shall be
considered an emergency matter of public concern by the
supreme court, and heard and determined within thirty days
after the decision of the superior court. [2003 ¢ 111 § 1423.
Prior: 1988 ¢ 202 § 30; 1984 ¢ 170 § 10; 1965 ¢c 9 §
29.82.160; prior: 1913 ¢ 146 § 14; RRS § 5363. Formerly
RCW 29.82.160.]

Rules of court: Writ procedure superseded by RAP 2.1(b), 16.2, 18.22.
Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

PRESIDENTIAL ELECTORS

29A.56.300 States' agreement—Presidential elec-
tion—National popular vote. The agreement among the
states to elect the president by national popular vote is hereby
entered into and enacted into law with all jurisdictions legally
joining therein, in the form substantially as follows:

ARTICLE I - Membership

Any state of the United States and the District of Colum-
bia may become a member of this agreement by enacting this
agreement.

ARTICLE II - Right of the People in Member States to Vote
for President and Vice President

Each member state shall conduct a statewide popular
election for president and vice president of the United States.

ARTICLE III - Manner of Appointing Presidential Electors
in Member States

Prior to the time set by law for the meeting and voting by
the presidential electors, the chief election official of each
member state shall determine the number of votes for each
presidential slate in each state of the United States and in the
District of Columbia in which votes have been cast in a state-
wide popular election and shall add such votes together to
produce a "national popular vote total" for each presidential
slate.

The chief election official of each member state shall
designate the presidential slate with the largest national pop-
ular vote total as the "national popular vote winner."

The presidential elector certifying official of each mem-
ber state shall certify the appointment in that official's own
state of the elector slate nominated in that state in association
with the national popular vote winner.

At least six days before the day fixed by law for the
meeting and voting by the presidential electors, each member
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state shall make a final determination of the number of popu-
lar votes cast in the state for each presidential slate and shall
communicate an official statement of such determination
within twenty-four hours to the chief election official of each
other member state.

The chief election official of each member state shall
treat as conclusive an official statement containing the num-
ber of popular votes in a state for each presidential slate made
by the day established by federal law for making a state's
final determination conclusive as to the counting of electoral
votes by congress.

In event of a tie for the national popular vote winner, the
presidential elector certifying official of each member state
shall certify the appointment of the elector slate nominated in
association with the presidential slate receiving the largest
number of popular votes within that official's own state.

If, for any reason, the number of presidential electors
nominated in a member state in association with the national
popular vote winner is less than or greater than that state's
number of electoral votes, the presidential candidate on the
presidential slate that has been designated as the national
popular vote winner shall have the power to nominate the
presidential electors for that state and that state's presidential
elector certifying official shall certify the appointment of
such nominees.

The chief election official of each member state shall
immediately release to the public all vote counts or state-
ments of votes as they are determined or obtained.

This article shall govern the appointment of presidential
electors in each member state in any year in which this agree-
ment is, on July 20, in effect in states cumulatively possess-
ing a majority of the electoral votes.

ARTICLE IV - Other Provisions

This agreement shall take effect when states cumula-
tively possessing a majority of the electoral votes have
enacted this agreement in substantially the same form and the
enactments by such states have taken effect in each state.

Any member state may withdraw from this agreement,
except that a withdrawal occurring six months or less before
the end of a president's term shall not become effective until
a president or vice president shall have been qualified to
serve the next term.

The chief executive of each member state shall promptly
notify the chief executive of all other states of when this
agreement has been enacted and has taken effect in that offi-
cial's state, when the state has withdrawn from this agree-
ment, and when this agreement takes effect generally.

This agreement shall terminate if the electoral college is
abolished.

If any provision of this agreement is held invalid, the
remaining provisions shall not be affected.

ARTICLE V - Definitions

For purposes of this agreement:
"Chief executive" shall mean the governor of a state of
the United States or the mayor of the District of Columbia;

29A.56.320

"Elector slate" shall mean a slate of candidates who have
been nominated in a state for the position of presidential elec-
tor in association with a presidential slate;

"Chief election official" shall mean the state official or
body that is authorized to certify the total number of popular
votes for each presidential slate;

"Presidential elector" shall mean an elector for president
and vice president of the United States;

"Presidential elector certifying official" shall mean the
state official or body that is authorized to certify the appoint-
ment of the state's presidential electors;

"Presidential slate" shall mean a slate of two persons, the
first of whom has been nominated as a candidate for president
of the United States and the second of whom has been nomi-
nated as a candidate for vice president of the United States, or
any legal successors to such persons, regardless of whether
both names appear on the ballot presented to the voter in a
particular state;

"State" shall mean a state of the United States and the
District of Columbia; and

"Statewide popular election" shall mean a general elec-
tion in which votes are cast for presidential slates by individ-
ual voters and counted on a statewide basis. [2009 ¢ 264 § 2.]

Intent—2009 ¢ 264: "It is the intent of the legislature to enter into the
agreement among the states to elect the president by national popular vote.
This agreement is a contract between the member states. As a contract, this
agreement is governed by the legal principles applicable to contracts. As
with a contract, in order for this agreement to have the force of law in a juris-
diction that wishes to enter into the agreement, it must be accepted in pre-
cisely the same terms that constitute the offer. Any material variance
between the offer and acceptance precludes the formation of a contract.
Therefore, the agreement among the states to elect the president by national
popular vote must be enacted by Washington under identical terms as con-

tained in the agreement and as enacted by Hawaii, Illinois, Maryland, and
New Jersey, subject to only nonmaterial changes." [2009 ¢ 264 § 1.]

29A.56.310 Date of election—Number. On the Tues-
day after the first Monday of November in the year in which
a president of the United States is to be elected, there shall be
elected as many electors of president and vice president of the
United States as there are senators and representatives in
Congress allotted to this state. [2003 ¢ 111 § 1424; 1965 ¢ 9
§ 29.71.010. Prior: 1891 ¢ 148 § 1; RRS § 5138. Formerly
RCW 29.71.010.]

29A.56.320 Nomination—What names on ballots—
How counted. (1) In the year in which a presidential election
is held, each major political party and each minor political
party or independent candidate convention that nominates
candidates for president and vice president of the United
States shall nominate presidential electors for this state. The
party or convention shall file with the secretary of state a cer-
tificate signed by the presiding officer of the convention at
which the presidential electors were chosen, listing the names
and addresses of the presidential electors.

(2) The names of presidential electors shall not appear on
the ballots. The votes cast for candidates for president and
vice president of each political party shall be counted for the
candidates for presidential electors of that political party;
however, if the interstate compact entitled the "agreement
among the states to elect the president by national popular
vote," as set forth in RCW 29A.56.300, governs the appoint-
ment of the presidential electors for a presidential election as

67



68

29A.56.340

provided in clause 9 of Article III of that compact, then the
final appointment of presidential electors for that presidential
election shall be in accordance with that compact. [2019 ¢
143 § 10; 2013 ¢ 11 § 56; 2009 ¢ 264 § 3; 2003 c 111 § 1425.
Prior: 1990 ¢ 59 § 69; 1977 ex.s. ¢ 238 § 1; 1965 ¢ 9 §
29.71.020; prior: 1935 ¢ 20 § 1; RRS § 5138-1. Formerly
RCW 29.71.020.]

Short title—Uniformity of application and construction—2019 ¢
143: See notes following RCW 29A.56.080.

Intent—2009 ¢ 264: See note following RCW 29A.56.300.

Intent—Effective date—1990 ¢ 59: See notes following RCW
29A.04.013.

29A.56.340 Time and place of meeting. The electors
of the president and vice president shall convene at the seat of
government on the day fixed by federal statute, at the hour of
twelve o'clock noon of that day. [2019¢ 143 § 11;2003 c 111
§ 1427; 1977 ex.s. ¢ 238 § 2; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.71.040. Prior:
1909 ¢ 22 § 1; 1891 ¢ 148 § 3; RRS § 5140. Formerly RCW
29.71.040.]

Short title—Uniformity of application and construction—2019 ¢
143: See notes following RCW 29A.56.080.

29A.56.350 Compensation. Every presidential elector
who attends at the time and place appointed, and gives his or
her vote for president and vice president consistent with his
or her pledge under RCW 29A.56.084 or 29A.56.088(3), is
entitled to receive from this state a subsistence allowance and
travel expenses pursuant to RCW 43.03.050 and 43.03.060
for each day's attendance at the meeting of the college of
electors. [2019 ¢ 143 §12;2013 ¢ 38§ 1;2003c 111 § 1428;
1965 ¢ 9 § 29.71.050. Prior: 1891 ¢ 148 § 4; RRS § 5141.
Formerly RCW 29.71.050.]

Short title—Uniformity of application and construction—2019 ¢
143: See notes following RCW 29A.56.080.

29A.56.360 Slate of presidential electors. In a year in
which the president and vice president of the United States
are to be elected, the secretary of state shall include in the cer-
tification prepared under RCW 29A.52.321 the names of all
candidates for president and vice president who, no later than
the third Tuesday of August, have certified a slate of electors
to the secretary of state under RCW 29A.56.320 and have
been nominated either (1) by a major political party, as certi-
fied by the appropriate authority under party rules, or (2) by a
minor party or as independent candidates. Major or minor
political parties or independent presidential candidates may
substitute a different candidate for vice president for the one
whose name appears on the party's certification or nominat-
ing petition at any time before seventy-five days before the
general election, by certifying the change to the secretary of
state. Substitutions must not be permitted to delay the print-
ing of either ballots or a voters' pamphlet. Substitutions are
valid only if submitted under oath and signed by the same
individual who originally certified the nomination, or his or
her documented successor, and only if the substitute candi-
date consents in writing. [2013 ¢ 11§ 57;2003 ¢ 111 § 1429.
Prior: 2001 ¢ 30 § 1. Formerly RCW 29.27.140.]
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CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT CONVENTIONS

29A.56.410 Governor's proclamation calling conven-
tion—When. Within thirty days after the state is officially
notified that the Congress of the United States has submitted
to the several states a proposed amendment to the Constitu-
tion of the United States to be ratified or rejected by a con-
vention, the governor shall issue a proclamation fixing the
time and place for holding the convention and fixing the time
for holding an election to elect delegates to the convention.
[2003 ¢ 111 § 1430; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.74.010. Prior: 1933 ¢ 181
§ 1, part; RRS § 5249-1, part. Formerly RCW 29.74.010.]

29A.56.420 Governor's proclamation calling conven-
tion—Publication. The proclamation shall be published
once each week for two successive weeks in one newspaper
published and of general circulation in each of the congres-
sional districts of the state. The first publication of the proc-
lamation shall be within thirty days of the receipt of official
notice by the state of the submission of the amendment.
[2003 ¢ 111 § 1431. Prior: 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.74.020; prior: 1933
c 181 § 1, part; RRS § 5249-1, part. Formerly RCW
29.74.020.]

29A.56.430 Election of convention delegates—Date.
The date for holding the election of delegates must be not less
than one month nor more than six weeks before the date of
holding the convention. If a general election is to be held not
more than six months nor less than three months from the
date of official notice of submission to the state of the pro-
posed amendment, the governor must fix the date of the gen-
eral election as the date for the election of delegates to the
convention. [2003 ¢ 111 § 1432; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.74.030. Prior:
(1) 1933 ¢ 181 § 1, part; RRS § 5249-1, part. (ii) 1933 ¢ 181 §
9; RRS § 5249-9. Formerly RCW 29.74.030.]

29A.56.440 Time and place for convention. The con-
vention shall be held not less than five nor more than eight
months from the date of the first publication of the proclama-
tion provided for in RCW 29A.56.420. It shall be held in the
chambers of the state house of representatives unless the gov-
ernor shall select some other place at the state capitol. [2003
c 111 § 1433. Prior: 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.74.040; prior: 1933 ¢ 181
§ 1, part; RRS § 5249-1, part. Formerly RCW 29.74.040.]

29A.56.450 Delegates—Number and qualifications.
Each state representative district shall be entitled to as many
delegates in the convention as it has members in the house of
representatives of the state legislature. No person shall be
qualified to act as a delegate in said convention who does not
possess the qualifications required of representatives in the
state legislature from the same district. [2003 ¢ 111 § 1434.
Prior: 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.74.050; prior: 1933 ¢ 181 § 2; RRS §
5249-2. Formerly RCW 29.74.050.]

Qualifications of legislators: State Constitution Art. 2 § 7.

Subversive activities, disqualification from holding public office: RCW
9.81.040.

29A.56.460 Delegates—Declarations of candidacy.
Anyone desiring to file as a candidate for election as a dele-
gate to the convention shall, not less than thirty nor more than
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sixty days before the date fixed for holding the election, file a
declaration of candidacy with the secretary of state. Filing
must be made on a form to be prescribed by the secretary of
state and include a sworn statement of the candidate as being
either for or against the amendment that will be submitted to
a vote of the convention and that the candidate will, if elected
as a delegate, vote in accordance with the declaration. The
form must be so worded that the candidate must give a plain
unequivocal statement of his or her views as either for or
against the proposal upon which he or she will, if elected, be
called upon to vote. No candidate may in any such filing
make any statement or declaration as to party politics or polit-
ical faith or beliefs. The fee for filing as a candidate is ten dol-
lars and must be transmitted to the secretary of state with the
filing papers and be by the secretary of state transmitted to
the state treasurer for the use of the general fund. [2003 ¢ 111
§ 1435; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.74.060. Prior: 1933 ¢ 181 § 3; RRS §
5249-3. Formerly RCW 29.74.060.]

29A.56.470 Election of delegates—Administration.
The election of delegates to the convention must as far as
practicable, be administered, except as otherwise provided in
this chapter, in the same manner as a general election under
the election laws of this state. [2003 ¢ 111 § 1436; 1965 ¢ 9
§ 29.74.070. Prior: 1933 ¢ 181 § 4, part; RRS § 5249-4, part.
Formerly RCW 29.74.070.]

29A.56.480 Election of delegates—Ballots. The issue
shall be identified as, "Delegates to a convention for ratifica-
tion or rejection of a proposed amendment to the United
States Constitution, relating . .......... (stating briefly the
substance of amendment proposed for adoption or rejec-
tion)." The names of all candidates who have filed in a dis-
trict shall be printed on the ballots for that district in two sep-
arate groups under the headings, "For the amendment" and
"Against the amendment." The names of the candidates in
each group shall be printed in alphabetical order. [2003 ¢ 111
§ 1437. Prior: 1990 ¢ 59 § 70; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.74.080; prior:
1933 ¢ 181 § 4, part; RRS § 5249-4, part. Formerly RCW
29.74.080.]

Intent—Effective date—1990 ¢ 59: See notes following RCW
29A.04.013.

Ballots: Chapter 294.36 RCW.

29A.56.490 Election of delegates—Ascertaining
result. The election officials shall count and determine the
number of votes cast for each individual; and shall also count
and determine the aggregate number of votes cast for all can-
didates whose names appear under each of the respective
headings. Where more than the required number have been
voted for, the ballot must be rejected. The vote must be can-
vassed in each county by the county canvassing board, and
certificate of results must be transmitted to the secretary of
state. Upon receiving the certificate, the secretary of state
may require precinct returns from any county to be forwarded
for the secretary's examination.

Where a district embraces precincts of more than one
county, the secretary of state shall combine the votes from all
the precincts included in each district. The delegates elected
in each district will be the number of candidates correspond-
ing to the number of state representatives from the district,
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who receive the highest number of votes in the group (either
"for" or "against") that received an aggregate number of votes
for all candidates in the group greater than the aggregate
number of votes for all the candidates in the other group. The
secretary of state shall issue certificates of election to the del-
egates so elected. [2013 ¢ 11 § 58; 2011 ¢ 10 § 46; 2003 ¢
111§ 1438; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.74.100. Prior: 1933 ¢ 181 § 6; RRS
§ 5249-6. Formerly RCW 29.74.100.]

Notice to registered poll voters—Elections by mail—2011 ¢ 10: See
note following RCW 29A.04.008.

29A.56.500 Meeting—Organization. The convention
shall meet at the time and place fixed in the governor's proc-
lamation. The secretary of state shall call it to order, who
shall then call the roll of the delegates and preside over the
convention until its president is elected. The chief justice of
the supreme court shall administer the oath of office to the
delegates. As far as practicable, the convention shall proceed
under the rules adopted by the last preceding session of the
state senate. The convention shall elect a president and a sec-
retary and shall thereafter and thereupon proceed with a pub-
licly recorded voice vote upon the proposition submitted by
the Congress of the United States. [2003 ¢ 111 § 1439; 1965
¢ 9§ 29.74.110. Prior: 1933 ¢ 181 § 7, part; RRS § 5249-7,
part. Formerly RCW 29.74.110.]

29A.56.510 Quorum—Proceedings—Record. Two-
thirds of the elected members of said convention shall consti-
tute a quorum to do business, and a majority of those elected
shall be sufficient to adopt or reject any proposition coming
before the convention. If such majority votes in favor of the
ratification of the amendment submitted to the convention,
the said amendment shall be deemed ratified by the state of
Washington; and if a majority votes in favor of rejecting or
not ratifying the amendment, the same shall be deemed
rejected by the state of Washington. [2003 ¢ 111 § 1440.
Prior: 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.74.120; prior: 1933 ¢ 181 § 8, part; RRS
§ 5249-8, part. Formerly RCW 29.74.120.]

29A.56.520 Certification and transmittal of result.
The vote of each member shall be recorded in the journal of
the convention, which shall be preserved by the secretary of
state as a public document. The action of the convention shall
be enrolled, signed by its president and secretary and filed
with the secretary of state and it shall be the duty of the sec-
retary of state to properly certify the action of the convention
to the Congress of the United States as provided by general
law. [2003 ¢ 111 § 1441; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.74.130. Prior: (i)
1933 ¢ 181 § 7, part; RRS § 5249-7, part. (i1) 1933 ¢ 181 § 8,
part; RRS § 5249-8, part. Formerly RCW 29.74.130.]

29A.56.530 Expenses—How paid—Delegates receive
filing fee. The delegates attending the convention shall be
paid the amount of their filing fee, upon vouchers approved
by the president and secretary of the convention and state
warrants issued thereon and payable from the general fund of
the state treasury. The delegates shall receive no other com-
pensation or mileage. All other necessary expenses of the
convention shall be payable from the general fund of the state
upon vouchers approved by the president and secretary of the
convention. [2003 ¢ 111 § 1442. Prior: 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.74.140;
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prior: 1933 ¢ 181 § 10; RRS § 5249-10. Formerly RCW
29.74.140.]

29A.56.540 Federal statutes controlling. If a congres-
sional measure, which submits to the several states an amend-
ment to the Constitution of the United States for ratification
or rejection, provides for or requires a different method of
calling and holding conventions to ratify or reject said
amendment, the requirements of said congressional measure
shall be followed so far as they conflict with the provisions of
this chapter. [2003 ¢ 111 § 1443. Prior: 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.74.150;
prior: 1933 ¢ 181 § 11; RRS § 5249-11. Formerly RCW
29.74.150.]

MINOR PARTY AND INDEPENDENT CANDIDATE
PRESIDENTIAL NOMINATIONS

29A.56.600 Convention. A "convention" for the pur-
poses of this chapter, is an organized assemblage of regis-
tered voters representing an independent candidate or candi-
dates or a new or minor political party, organization, or prin-
ciple. [2013 ¢ 11 § 26; 2004 ¢ 271 § 188. Formerly RCW
29A.20.111.]

29A.56.610 Nomination by convention—Dates.
Nominations of candidates for president and vice president of
the United States, other than by a major political party, may
be made at a convention conducted not earlier than the first
Saturday in May and not later than the fourth Saturday in July
in the year that president and vice president appear on the
general election ballot. A minor political party may hold
more than one convention but in no case shall any such party
nominate more than one candidate for president or more than
one candidate for vice president. To be valid, a convention
must be attended by at least one hundred registered voters,
but a minor party or independent candidate holding multiple
conventions may add together the number of signatures of
different individuals from each convention in order to obtain
and submit to the secretary of state the signatures of at least
one thousand registered voters of the state of Washington.
[2013 ¢ 11 § 27; 2006 c 344 § 4; 2004 ¢ 271 § 110. Formerly
RCW 29A.20.121.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.56.620 Convention—Notice. Each minor party or
independent candidate must publish a notice in a newspaper
of general circulation within the county in which the party or
the candidate intends to hold a convention. The notice must
appear at least ten days before the convention is to be held,
and shall state the date, time, and place of the convention.
Additionally, it shall include the mailing address of the per-
son or organization sponsoring the convention. [2004 ¢ 271
§ 189. Formerly RCW 29A.20.131.]

29A.56.630 Nominating petition—Requirements. A
nominating petition submitted under this chapter shall clearly
identify the name of the minor party or independent candi-
date convention as it appears on the certificate of nomination
as required by *RCW 29A.20.161(3). The petition shall also
contain a statement that the person signing the petition is a
registered voter of the state of Washington and shall have a
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space for the voter to sign his or her name and to print his or
her name and address. No person may sign more than one
nominating petition under this chapter for an office for an
election. [2004 ¢ 271 § 112. Formerly RCW 29A.20.151.]

*Reviser's note: RCW 29A.20.161 was recodified as RCW 29A.56.640
pursuant to 2013 ¢ 11 § 93.

29A.56.640 Certificate of nomination—Requisites.
A certificate evidencing nominations made at a convention
must:

(1) Be in writing;

(2) Contain the name of each person nominated, his or
her residence, the office for which he or she is named, and a
sworn statement from both nominees giving their consent to
the nomination;

(3) Identify the minor political party or the independent
candidate on whose behalf the convention was held;

(4) Be verified by the oath of the presiding officer and
secretary,

(5) Be accompanied by a nominating petition or petitions
bearing the signatures and addresses of at least one thousand
registered voters of the state of Washington;

(6) Contain proof of publication of the notice of calling
the convention; and

(7) Be submitted to the secretary of state not later than
the first Friday of August. [2013 ¢ 11 § 28;2004 ¢ 271 § 154.
Formerly RCW 29A.20.161.]

29A.56.650 Multiple certificates of nomination. (1) If
two or more valid certificates of nomination are filed purport-
ing to nominate different candidates for the same position
using the same party name, the filing officer must give effect
to both certificates. If conflicting claims to the party name are
not resolved either by mutual agreement or by a judicial
determination of the right to the name, the candidates must be
treated as independent candidates. Disputes over the right to
the name must not be permitted to delay the printing of either
ballots or a voters' pamphlet. Other candidates nominated by
the same conventions may continue to use the partisan affili-
ation unless a court of competent jurisdiction directs other-
wise.

(2) A person affected may petition the superior court of
the county in which the filing officer is located for a judicial
determination of the right to the name of a minor political
party, either before or after documents are filed with the fil-
ing officer. The court shall resolve the conflict between com-
peting claims to the use of the same party name according to
the following principles: (a) The prior established public use
of the name during previous elections by a party composed of
or led by the same individuals or individuals in documented
succession; (b) prior established public use of the name ear-
lier in the same election cycle; (c) the nomination of a more
complete slate of candidates for a number of offices or in a
number of different regions of the state; (d) documented affil-
iation with a national or statewide party organization with an
established use of the name; (e) the first date of filing of a cer-
tificate of nomination; and (f) such other indicia of an estab-
lished right to use of the name as the court may deem rele-
vant. If more than one filing officer is involved, and one of
them is the secretary of state, the petition must be filed in the
superior court for Thurston county. Upon resolving the con-
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flict between competing claims, the court may also address
any ballot designation for the candidate who does not prevail.
[2004 ¢ 271 § 155. Formerly RCW 29A.20.171.]

29A.56.660 Presidential electors—Selection at con-
vention. A minor political party or independent candidate
convention nominating candidates for the offices of president
and vice president of the United States shall, not later than ten
days after the adjournment of the convention, submit a list of
presidential electors to the office of the secretary of state. The
list shall contain the names and the mailing addresses of the
persons selected and shall be verified by the presiding officer
of the convention. [2004 ¢ 271 § 156. Formerly RCW
29A.20.181.]

29A.56.670 Certificate of nomination—Checking
signatures—Appeal of determination. Upon the receipt of
the certificate of nomination, the secretary of state shall
check the certificate and canvass the signatures on the accom-
panying nominating petitions to determine if the require-
ments of RCW 29A.56.640 have been met. Once the determi-
nation has been made, the secretary of state shall notify the
presiding officer of the convention and any other persons
requesting the notification, of his or her decision regarding
the sufficiency of the certificate or the nominating petitions.
Any appeal regarding the secretary's determination must be
filed with the superior court of Thurston county not later than
five days from the date the determination is made, and shall
be heard and finally disposed of by the court within five days
of the filing. Nominating petitions shall not be available for
public inspection or copying. [2013 ¢ 11 § 29; 2004 ¢ 271 §
157. Formerly RCW 29A.20.191.]

Chapter 29A.60 RCW
CANVASSING

Sections

29A.60.010 Conduct of elections—Canvass.

29A.60.021 Write-in voting—Declaration of candidacy—Counting of
vote.

29A.60.040 Rejection of ballots or parts—Write-in votes.

29A.60.050 Questions on validity of ballot—Rejection—Preservation and
return.

29A.60.060 Results after close of voting.

29A.60.070 Returns, precinct and cumulative—Delivery.

29A.60.090 Voting systems—Maintenance of documents.

29A.60.095 Electronic voting devices—Record maintenance.

29A.60.100 Votes by stickers, printed labels, rejected.

29A.60.110 Ballot containers, sealing, opening.

29A.60.120 Counting ballots—Official returns.

29A.60.125 Damaged ballots.

29A.60.130 Certificate not withheld for informality in returns.

29A.60.140 Canvassing board—Membership—Authority—Delegation of
authority—Rule making.

29A.60.150 Procedure when member a candidate.

29A.60.160 Ballots—Processing, canvassing.

29A.60.165 Unsigned ballot declarations.

29A.60.170 List of observers—Counting center, direction and observation
of proceedings—Random check of counting equipment—
Report.

29A.60.180 Credit for voting.

29A.60.185 Audit of results.

29A.60.190 Certification of election results.

29A.60.195 Provisional ballots—Disposition.

29A.60.200 Canvassing board—Canvassing procedure—Penalty.

29A.60.210 Recanvass—Generally.

29A.60.221 Tie in primary or final election.

29A.60.230 Abstract by election officer—Transmittal to secretary of state.

29A.60.235 Reconciliation reports.

29A.60.021

29A.60.240 Secretary of state—Primary returns—State offices, etc.

29A.60.250 Secretary of state—Final returns—Scope.

29A.60.260 Canvass on statewide measures.

29A.60.270 Local officers, beginning of terms—Organization of district
boards of directors.

29A.60.280 Local elected officials, commencement of term of office—
Purpose.

29A.60.290 Statewide election data and reporting standards—Secretary of
state to develop, make rules.

29A.60.300 Statewide survey of voted ballot rejection rates and reasons for
rejections—Secretary of state to conduct and publish.

29A.60.010 Conduct of elections—Canvass. All elec-
tions, whether special or general, held under RCW
29A.04.321 and 29A.04.330 must be conducted by the
county auditor as ex officio county supervisor of elections
and, except as provided in RCW 29A.60.240, the returns can-
vassed by the county canvassing board. [2013 ¢ 11 § 59;
2003 ¢ 111 § 1501; 1965 ¢ 123 § 4; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.13.040.
Prior: 1963 ¢ 200 § 6; 1955 ¢ 55 § 3; 1951 ¢ 257 § 4; 1951 ¢
101 § 4; 1949 ¢ 161 § 5; Rem. Supp. 1949 § 5153-1. For-
merly RCW 29.13.040.]

29A.60.021 Write-in voting—Declaration of candi-
dacy—Counting of vote. (1) For any office, except precinct
committee officer, at any election or primary, any voter may
write in on the ballot the name of any person for an office.
Votes must be individually tallied for a candidate who has
filed as a write-in candidate for the office in the manner pro-
vided by RCW 29A.24.311 as long as the requirements of
subsection (6), (7), or (8) of this section are met. No write-in
vote for a declared write-in candidate may be rejected due to
variation in the form of the name if the canvassing board can
determine the person and office for which the voter intended
to vote.

(2) The total number of write-in votes cast for each
office must be recorded and reported with the canvass for the
election.

(3) A write-in vote for an individual candidate for an
office whose name is printed on the ballot for that same office
is a valid vote for that candidate as long as the candidate's
name is clearly discernible, even if the voter also marked a
vote for that candidate such as to otherwise register an over-
vote.

(4) Write-in votes cast for an individual candidate for an
office whose name does not appear on the ballot need not be
individually tallied unless the candidate has filed a timely
declaration of write-in candidacy.

(5) In the case of write-in candidates for a statewide
office or any office whose jurisdiction encompasses more
than one county, write-in votes for an individual candidate
must be tallied when the county auditor is notified by the fil-
ing officer for that office that a candidate has filed a timely
declaration of write-in candidacy. In all other cases, the
county auditor determines, in accordance with this section,
whether a candidate has filed a timely declaration of write-in
candidacy and thus, write-in votes must be individually tal-
lied. The county canvassing board must certify write-in votes
including the vote total received by a candidate that has filed
a timely declaration of write-in candidacy if the requirements
of subsection (6), (7), or (8) of this section are met. Final
results must consolidate the vote total associated with each
candidate after the canvassing board has reconciled any vari-
ation in the spelling of names for those candidates.
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(6) In a primary, if the name of only a single candidate
appears on the ballot for an office, and the total number of
write-in votes cast for that office exceeds one percent of the
total number of votes cast for that office, the individual write-
in votes for each candidate who has filed a timely declaration
of write-in candidacy must be canvassed and reported. Other-
wise, individual tallying of write-in votes is not required.

(7) In a primary, if two or more candidates appear on the
ballot for an office and the total number of write-in votes cast
for that office exceeds the number of votes cast for the candi-
date with the second highest number of votes, then the indi-
vidual write-in votes for each candidate who has filed a
timely declaration of write-in candidacy must be canvassed
and reported. Otherwise, individual tallying of write-in votes
is not required.

(8) In a general election, if the total number of write-in
votes cast for an office exceeds the number of votes cast for
the candidate apparently elected to that office, then the indi-
vidual write-in votes for each candidate who has filed a
timely declaration of write-in candidacy must be canvassed
and reported. Otherwise, individual tallying of write-in votes
is not required. [2018 ¢ 187 § 3;2012 ¢ 89 § 4; 2005 c 243 §
12;2004 ¢ 271 § 147.]

Intent—Finding—Effective date—2012 ¢ 89: See notes following
RCW 29A.24.311.

29A.60.040 Rejection of ballots or parts—Write-in
votes. A ballot is invalid and no votes on that ballot may be
counted if it is found folded together with another ballot.
Those parts of a ballot are invalid and no votes may be

counted for those issues or offices where more votes are cast
for the office or issue than are permitted by law; write-in
votes do not contain all of the information required under
RCW 29A.60.021; or that issue or office is not marked with
sufficient definiteness to determine the voter's choice or
intention. No write-in vote may be rejected due to a variation
in the form of the name if the canvassing board can determine
the issue for or against which or the person and the office for
which the voter intended to vote. [2011 ¢ 10 § 47;2009 c 414
§2;2003 ¢ 111 § 1504. Prior: 1999 ¢ 158 § 13; 1999 ¢ 157 §
4; 1990 ¢ 59 § 56; 1977 ex.s. c 361 § 88; 1973 1stex.s.c 121
§ 2; 1965 ex.s. ¢ 101 § 11; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.54.050; prior: (i)
Code 1881 § 3091; 1865 p 38 § 2; RRS § 5336. (ii) 1895 ¢
156 § 10; 1889 p 411 § 29; RRS § 5294. (iii) 1905 ¢ 39 § 1,
part; 1889 p 405 § 15, part; RRS § 5272, part. (iv) 1895 ¢ 156
§ 11, part; 1886 p 128 § 1, part; Code 1881 § 3079, part; 1865
p 34 § 4, part; RRS § 5323, part. Formerly RCW 29.54.050.]

Notice to registered poll voters—Elections by mail—2011 ¢ 10: See
note following RCW 29A.04.008.

Intent—Effective date—1990 ¢ 59: See notes following RCW
29A.04.013.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.60.050 Questions on validity of ballot—Rejec-
tion—Preservation and return. Whenever the counting
center personnel have a question about the validity of a ballot
or the votes for an office or issue that they are unable to
resolve, they shall prepare and sign a concise record of the
facts in question or dispute. These ballots shall be delivered
to the canvassing board for processing. A ballot is not consid-
ered rejected until the canvassing board has rejected the bal-

Title 29A RCW: Elections

lot individually, or the ballot was included in a batch or on a
report of ballots that was rejected in its entirety by the can-
vassing board. All ballots shall be preserved in the same man-
ner as valid ballots for that primary or election. [2011 ¢ 10 §
48; 2005 ¢ 243 § 13; 2003 ¢ 111 § 1505. Prior: 1990 ¢ 59 §
57; 1977 ex.s. ¢ 361 § 89; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.54.060; prior: Code
1881 § 3080, part; 1865 p 34 § 5, part; RRS § 5324, part. For-
merly RCW 29.54.060.]

Notice to registered poll voters—Elections by mail-—2011 ¢ 10: See
note following RCW 29A.04.008.

Intent—Effective date—1990 ¢ 59: See notes following RCW
29A.04.013.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.60.060 Results after close of voting. After the
close of voting at 8:00 p.m., the county auditor must directly
load the results from any direct recording electronic memory
pack into the central accumulator. [2013 ¢ 11 § 60; 2011 ¢ 10
§ 49; 2003 ¢ 111 § 1506. Prior: 1999 ¢ 158 § 12. Formerly
RCW 29.54.097.]

Notice to registered poll voters—Elections by mail—2011 ¢ 10: See
note following RCW 29A.04.008.

29A.60.070 Returns, precinct and cumulative—
Delivery. The county auditor shall produce cumulative and
precinct returns for each primary and election and deliver
them to the canvassing board for verification and certifica-
tion. The precinct and cumulative returns of any primary or
election are public records under chapter 42.56 RCW.
Cumulative returns for state offices, judicial offices, the
United States senate, and congress must be electronically
transmitted to the secretary of state immediately. [2005 ¢ 274
§ 249; 2005 ¢ 243 § 14,2003 ¢ 111 § 1507. Prior: 1990 ¢ 59
§ 60. Formerly RCW 29.54.105.]
Reviser's note: This section was amended by 2005 ¢ 243 § 14 and by
2005 ¢ 274 § 249, each without reference to the other. Both amendments are

incorporated in the publication of this section under RCW 1.12.025(2). For
rule of construction, see RCW 1.12.025(1).

Intent—Effective date—1990 ¢ 59: See notes following RCW
29A.04.013.

29A.60.090 Voting systems—Maintenance of docu-
ments. In counties using voting systems, the county auditor
shall maintain the following documents for at least sixty days
after the primary or election:

(1) Sample ballot formats together with a record of the
format or formats assigned to each precinct;

(2) All programming material related to the control of
the vote tallying system for that primary or election; and

(3) All test materials used to verify the accuracy of the
tabulating equipment as required by RCW 29A.12.130.
[2003 ¢ 111 § 1509. Prior: 1990 ¢ 59 § 61; 1977 ex.s. ¢ 361 §
94. Formerly RCW 29.54.170.]

Intent—Effective date—1990 ¢ 59: See notes following RCW
29A.04.013.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.60.095 Electronic voting devices—Record main-
tenance. (1) The electronic record produced and counted by
electronic voting devices is the official record of each vote
for election purposes. The paper record produced under RCW
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29A.12.085 must be stored and maintained for use only in the
following circumstances:

(a) In the event of a manual recount;

(b) By order of the county canvassing board;

(c) By order of a court of competent jurisdiction; or

(d) For use in the random audit of results described in
RCW 29A.60.185.

(2) When such paper record is used in any of the circum-
stances listed in subsection (1) of this section, it shall be the
official record of the election. [2005 ¢ 242 § 3.]

Required: RCW 29A4.12.085.

Unauthorized removal of paper record from voting center: RCW
294.84.545.

29A.60.100 Votes by stickers, printed labels,
rejected. Votes cast by stickers or printed labels are not valid
for any purpose and shall be rejected. Votes cast by sticker or
label shall not affect the validity of other offices or issues on
the voter's ballot. [2003 ¢ 111 § 1510. Prior: 1990 ¢ 59 § 46;
1965 ex.s. ¢ 101 § 16. Formerly RCW 29.51.175.]

Intent—Effective date—1990 ¢ 59: See notes following RCW
29A.04.013.

29A.60.110 Ballot containers, sealing, opening. (1)
Immediately after their tabulation, all ballots counted at a bal-
lot counting center must be sealed in containers that identify
the primary or election and be retained for at least sixty days
or according to federal law, whichever is longer.

(2) In the presence of major party observers who are
available, ballots may be removed from the sealed containers
at the elections department and consolidated into one sealed
container for storage purposes. The containers may only be
opened by the canvassing board as part of the canvass, to con-
duct recounts, to conduct a random check under RCW
29A.60.170, to conduct an audit under RCW 29A.60.185, or
by order of the superior court in a contest or election dispute.
If the canvassing board opens a ballot container, it shall make
a full record of the additional tabulation or examination made
of the ballots. This record must be added to any other record
of the canvassing process in that county. [2018 ¢ 218 § 4;
2013 ¢ 11 § 61; 2011 ¢ 10 § 50; 2003 ¢ 111 § 1511; 1999 ¢
158 § 145 1990 ¢ 59 § 59. Formerly RCW 29.54.075.]

Intent—2018 ¢ 218: See note following RCW 29A.60.185.

Notice to registered poll voters—Elections by mail—2011 ¢ 10: See
note following RCW 29A.04.008.

Intent—Effective date—1990 ¢ 59: See notes following RCW
29A.04.013.

29A.60.120 Counting ballots—Official returns. (1)
All voted ballots must be manually inspected for damage,
write-in votes, and incorrect or incomplete marks. If it is
found that any ballot is damaged so that it cannot properly be
counted by the vote tallying system, a true duplicate copy
must be made of the damaged ballot in the presence of wit-
nesses and substituted for the damaged ballot. All damaged
ballots must be kept by the county auditor until sixty days
after the primary or election or according to federal law,
whichever is longer.

(2) The returns produced by the vote tallying system, to
which have been added the counts of questioned ballots, and
write-in votes, constitute the official returns of the primary or
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election in that county. [2011 ¢ 10 § 51;2003 ¢ 111 § 1512;
1999 ¢ 158 § 15; 1990 ¢ 59 § 33; 1977 ex.s. ¢ 361 § 74. For-
merly RCW 29.54.085, 29.34.167.]

Notice to registered poll voters—Elections by mail—2011 ¢ 10: See
note following RCW 29A.04.008.

Intent—Effective date—1990 ¢ 59: See notes following RCW
29A.04.013.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.60.125 Damaged ballots. If inspection of the bal-
lot reveals a physically damaged ballot or ballot that may be
otherwise unreadable or uncountable by the tabulating sys-
tem, the county auditor may refer the ballot to the county can-
vassing board or duplicate the ballot if so authorized by the
county canvassing board. The voter's original ballot may not
be altered. A ballot may be duplicated only if the intent of the
voter's marks on the ballot is clear and the electronic voting
equipment might not otherwise properly tally the ballot to
reflect the intent of the voter. Ballots must be duplicated by
teams of two or more people working together. When dupli-
cating ballots, the county auditor shall take the following
steps to create and maintain an audit trail of the action taken:

(1) Each original ballot and duplicate ballot must be
assigned the same unique control number, with the number
being marked upon the face of each ballot, to ensure that each
duplicate ballot may be tied back to the original ballot;

(2) A log must be kept of the ballots duplicated, which
must at least include:

(a) The control number of each original ballot and the
corresponding duplicate ballot;

(b) The initials of at least two people who participated in
the duplication of each ballot; and

(c) The total number of ballots duplicated.

Original and duplicate ballots must be sealed in secure
storage at all times, except during duplication, inspection by
the canvassing board, tabulation, or to conduct an audit under
RCW 29A.60.185. [2018 ¢ 218 § 8; 2005 ¢ 243 § 10.]

Intent—2018 ¢ 218: See note following RCW 29A.60.185.

29A.60.130 Certificate not withheld for informality
in returns. No certificate shall be withheld on account of
any defect or informality in the returns of any election, if it
can with reasonable certainty be ascertained from such return
what office is intended, and who is entitled to such certificate,
nor shall any commission be withheld by the governor on
account of any defect or informality of any return made to the
office of the secretary of state. [2003 ¢ 111 § 1513. Prior:
1965 ¢ 9 § 29.27.120; prior: Code 1881 § 3102; 1865 p 41 §
13; RRS § 5347. Formerly RCW 29.27.120.]

29A.60.140 Canvassing board—Membership—
Authority—Delegation of authority—Rule making. (1)
Members of the county canvassing board are the county audi-
tor, who is the chair, the county prosecuting attorney, and the
chair of the county legislative body. If a member of the board
is not available to carry out the duties of the board, then the
auditor may designate a deputy auditor, the prosecutor may
designate a deputy prosecuting attorney, and the chair of the
county legislative body may designate another member of the
county legislative body or, in a county with a population over
one million, an employee of the legislative body who reports
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directly to the chair. An "employee of the legislative body"
means an individual who serves in any of the following posi-
tions: Chief of staff; legal counsel; clerk of the council; pol-
icy staff director; and any successor positions to these posi-
tions should these original positions be changed. Any such
designation may be made on an election-by-election basis or
may be on a permanent basis until revoked by the designating
authority. Any such designation must be in writing, and if for
a specific election, must be filed with the county auditor not
later than the day before the first day duties are to be under-
taken by the canvassing board. If the designation is perma-
nent until revoked by the designating authority, then the des-
ignation must be on file in the county auditor's office no later
than the day before the first day the designee is to undertake
the duties of the canvassing board. Members of the county
canvassing board designated by the county auditor, county
prosecuting attorney, or chair of the county legislative body
shall complete training as provided in RCW 29A.04.540 and
shall take an oath of office similar to that taken by county
auditors and deputy auditors in the performance of their
duties.

(2) The county canvassing board may adopt rules that
delegate in writing to the county auditor or the county audi-
tor's staff the performance of any task assigned by law to the
canvassing board.

(3) The county canvassing board may not delegate the
responsibility of certifying the returns of a primary or elec-
tion, of determining the validity of challenged ballots, or of
determining the validity of provisional ballots referred to the
board by the county auditor.

(4) The county canvassing board shall adopt administra-
tive rules to facilitate and govern the canvassing process in
that jurisdiction.

(5) Meetings of the county canvassing board are public
meetings under chapter 42.30 RCW. All rules adopted by the
county canvassing board must be adopted in a public meeting
under chapter 42.30 RCW, and once adopted must be avail-
able to the public to review and copy under chapter 42.56
RCW. [2008 c 308 § 1; 2005 ¢ 274 § 250; 2003 ¢ 111 §
1514.]

29A.60.150 Procedure when member a candidate.
The members of the county canvassing board may not
include individuals who are candidates for an office to be
voted upon at the primary or election. If no individual is
available to serve on the canvassing board who is not a can-
didate at the primary or election the individual who is a can-
didate must not make decisions regarding the determination
of a voter's intent with respect to a vote cast for that specific
office; the decision must be made by the other two members
of the board. If the two disagree, the vote must not be counted
unless the number of those votes could affect the result of the
primary or election, in which case the secretary of state or a
designee shall make the decision on those votes. This section
does not restrict participation in decisions as to the accep-
tance or rejection of entire ballots, unless the office in ques-
tion is the only one for which the voter cast a vote. [2003 ¢
111 §1515;1995¢ 139 § 3; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.62.030. Prior: 1957
¢ 195 § 16; prior: (i) Code 1881 § 3098; 1865 p 39 § 8; RRS
§ 5345. (ii) 1919 ¢ 163 § 21, part; Code 1881 § 3095, part;
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1868 p 20 § 1, part; 1865 p 39 § 6, part; RRS § 5340, part.
Formerly RCW 29.62.030.]

29A.60.160 Ballots—Processing, canvassing. (1) The
county auditor, as delegated by the county canvassing board,
shall process ballots and canvass the votes cast at that pri-
mary or election on a daily basis in counties with a population
of seventy-five thousand or more, or at least every third day
for counties with a population of less than seventy-five thou-
sand, if the county auditor is in possession of more than five
hundred ballots that have yet to be canvassed.

(2) Saturdays, Sundays, and legal holidays are not
counted for purposes of this section.

(3) In order to protect the secrecy of a ballot, the county
auditor may use discretion to decide when to process ballots
and canvass the votes.

(4) Tabulation results must be made available to the pub-
lic immediately upon completion of the canvass. Records of
ballots counted must be made available to the public at the
end of each day that the county auditor has processed ballots
during and after an election. [2016 ¢ 134 §2; 2013 c 11 § 62;
2011 ¢ 10 § 53; (2011 ¢ 10 § 52 expired July 1, 2013); 2007
¢ 373 §2; (2007 ¢ 373 § 1 expired July 1, 2013). Prior: 2005
¢ 243 § 15; (2005 ¢ 153 § 11 expired July 1, 2013); 2003 ¢
111 § 1516; 1999 ¢ 259 § 4; 1995 ¢ 139 § 2; 1987 ¢ 54 § 2;
1965 ¢ 9 § 29.62.020; prior: 1957 ¢ 195 § 15; prior: 1919 ¢
163 § 21, part; Code 1881 § 3095, part; 1868 p 20 § 1, part;
1865 p 39 § 6, part; RRS § 5340, part. Formerly RCW
29.62.020.]

Effective date—2011 ¢ 10 §§ 53 and 58: "Sections 53 and 58 of this act
take effect July 1, 2013." [2011 ¢ 10 § 88.]

Expiration date—2011 ¢ 10 §§ 52 and 57: "Sections 52 and 57 of this
act expire July 1, 2013." [2011 ¢ 10 § 89.]

Notice to registered poll voters—Elections by mail—2011 ¢ 10: See
note following RCW 29A.04.008.

Absentee ballots, canvassing: RCW 294.40.110.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.60.165 Unsigned ballot declarations. (1) If the
voter neglects to sign the ballot declaration, the auditor shall
notify the voter by first-class mail and advise the voter of the
correct procedures for completing the unsigned declaration.
If the ballot is received within three business days of the final
meeting of the canvassing board, or the voter has been noti-
fied by first-class mail and has not responded at least three
business days before the final meeting of the canvassing
board, then the auditor shall attempt to notify the voter by
telephone, using the voter registration record information.

(2)(a) If the handwriting of the signature on a ballot dec-
laration is not the same as the handwriting of the signature on
the registration file, the auditor shall notify the voter by first-
class mail, enclosing a copy of the declaration, and advise the
voter of the correct procedures for updating his or her signa-
ture on the voter registration file. If the ballot is received
within three business days of the final meeting of the can-
vassing board, or the voter has been notified by first-class
mail and has not responded at least three business days before
the final meeting of the canvassing board, then the auditor
shall attempt to notify the voter by telephone, using the voter
registration record information.
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(b) If the signature on a ballot declaration is not the same
as the signature on the registration file because the name is
different, the ballot may be counted as long as the handwrit-
ing is clearly the same. The auditor shall send the voter a
change-of-name form under RCW 29A.08.440 and direct the
voter to complete the form.

(c) If the signature on a ballot declaration is not the same
as the signature on the registration file because the voter used
initials or a common nickname, the ballot may be counted as
long as the surname and handwriting are clearly the same.

(3) A voter may not cure a missing or mismatched signa-
ture for purposes of counting the ballot in a recount.

(4) A record must be kept of all ballots with missing and
mismatched signatures. The record must contain the date on
which the voter was contacted or the notice was mailed, as
well as the date on which the voter submitted updated infor-
mation. The record must be updated each day that ballots are
processed under RCW 29A.60.160, each time a voter was
contacted or the notice was mailed, and when the voter sub-
mitted updated information. The auditor shall send the
record, and any updated records, to the secretary of state no
later than forty-eight hours after the record is created or
updated. The secretary of state shall make all records publicly
available no later than twenty-four hours after receiving the
record. [2019 ¢ 167 § 1; 2013 ¢ 11 § 63; 2011 ¢ 10 § 54.
Prior: 2006 ¢ 209 § 4; 2006 ¢ 208 § 1; 2005 c 243 § 8.]

Notice to registered poll voters—Elections by mail—2011 ¢ 10: See
note following RCW 29A.04.008.

29A.60.170 List of observers—Counting center,
direction and observation of proceedings—Random
check of counting equipment—Report. (1) At least
twenty-eight days prior to any special election, general elec-
tion, or primary, the county auditor shall request from the
chair of the county central committee of each major political
party a list of individuals who are willing to serve as observ-
ers. The county auditor has discretion to also request observ-
ers from any campaign or organization. The county auditor
may delete from the lists names of those persons who indicate
to the county auditor that they cannot or do not wish to serve
as observers, and names of those persons who, in the judg-
ment of the county auditor, lack the ability to properly serve
as observers after training has been made available to them
by the auditor.

(2) The counting center is under the direction of the
county auditor and must be open to observation by one repre-
sentative from each major political party, if representatives
have been appointed by the respective major political parties
and these representatives are present while the counting cen-
ter is operating. The proceedings must be open to the public,
but no persons except those employed and authorized by the
county auditor may touch any ballot or ballot container or
operate a vote tallying system.

(3) A random check of the ballot counting equipment
must be conducted upon mutual agreement of the political
party observers or at the discretion of the county auditor. The
random check procedures must be adopted by the county can-
vassing board, and consistent with rules adopted under RCW
29A.60.185(4), prior to the processing of ballots. The random
check process shall involve a comparison of a manual count
or electronic count if an audit under RCW 29A.60.185(1)(d)
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is conducted to the machine count from the original ballot
counting equipment and may involve up to either three pre-
cincts or six batches depending on the ballot counting proce-
dures in place in the county. The random check will be lim-
ited to one office or issue on the ballots in the precincts or
batches that are selected for the check. The selection of the
precincts or batches to be checked must be selected according
to procedures established by the county canvassing board.
The random check procedures must include a process, consis-
tent with RCW 29A.60.185(3) and rules adopted under RCW
29A.60.185(4), for expanding the audit to include additional
ballots when a random check conducted under this section
results in a discrepancy. The procedure must specify under
what circumstances a discrepancy will lead to an audit of
additional ballots and the method to determine how many
additional ballots will be selected. Procedures adopted under
RCW 29A.60.185 pertaining to investigations of any discrep-
ancy found during an audit must be followed. The check must
be completed no later than forty-eight hours after election
day.

(4)(a) By November 1, 2018, the secretary of state shall:

(i) For each county, survey all random check procedures
adopted by the county canvassing board under subsection (3)
of this section; and

(i1) Evaluate the procedures to identify the best practices
and any discrepancies.

(b) By December 15, 2018, the secretary of state shall
submit a report, in compliance with RCW 43.01.036, to the
appropriate committees of the legislature that provides rec-
ommendations, based on the evaluation performed under (a)
of this subsection, for adopting best practices and uniform
procedures. [2018 ¢ 218 § 3;2011 ¢ 10 § 55;2007 ¢ 373 § 3;
2003 ¢ 111 §1517;1999 ¢ 158 § 9; 1990 ¢ 59 § 30; 1977 ex.s.
c 361 § 71. Formerly RCW 29.54.025, 29.34.153.]

Intent—2018 ¢ 218: See note following RCW 29A.60.185.
Notice to registered poll voters—Elections by mail—2011 ¢ 10: See
note following RCW 29A.04.008.

Intent—Effective date—1990 ¢ 59: See notes following RCW
29A.04.013.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.60.180 Credit for voting. Each registered voter
casting a valid ballot will be credited with voting on his or her
voter registration record. [2011¢ 10§ 56;2003c 111§ 1518.
Prior: 2001 ¢ 241 § 12; 1988 ¢ 181 § 3; 1987 ¢ 346 § 16; 1983
c 136 § 1; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.36.075; prior: 1961 ¢ 78 § 1. For-
merly RCW 29.36.330, 29.36.075.]
Notice to registered poll voters—Elections by mail—2011 ¢ 10: See
note following RCW 29A.04.008.

Legislative intent—Effective date—1987 ¢ 346: See notes following
RCW 29A.40.010.

29A.60.185 Audit of results. (1) Prior to certification
of the election as required by RCW 29A.60.190, the county
auditor shall conduct an audit of duplicated ballots in accor-
dance with subsection (2) of this section, and an audit using
at minimum one of the following methods:

(a) An audit of results of votes cast on the direct record-
ing electronic voting devices, or other in-person ballot mark-
ing systems, used in the county if there are races or issues
with more than ten votes cast on all direct recording elec-
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tronic voting devices or other in-person ballot marking sys-
tems in the county. This audit must be conducted by ran-
domly selecting by lot up to four percent of the direct record-
ing electronic voting devices or other in-person ballot
marking systems, or one direct recording electronic voting
device or other in-person ballot marking system, whichever is
greater, and, for each device or system, comparing the results
recorded electronically with the results recorded on paper.
For purposes of this audit, the results recorded on paper must
be tabulated as follows: On one-fourth of the devices or sys-
tems selected for audit, the paper records must be tabulated
manually; on the remaining devices or systems, the paper
records may be tabulated by a mechanical device determined
by the secretary of state to be capable of accurately reading
the votes cast and printed thereon and qualified for use in the
state under applicable state and federal laws. Three races or
issues, randomly selected by lot, must be audited on each
device or system. This audit procedure must be subject to
observation by political party representatives if representa-
tives have been appointed and are present at the time of the
audit. As used in this subsection, "in-person ballot marking
system" or "system" means an in-person ballot marking sys-
tem that retains or produces an electronic voting record of
each vote cast using the system;

(b) A random check of the ballot counting equipment
consistent with RCW 29A.60.170(3);

(c) A risk-limiting audit. A "risk-limiting audit" means
an audit protocol that makes use of statistical principles and
methods and is designed to limit the risk of certifying an
incorrect election outcome. The secretary of state shall:

(1) Set the risk limit. A "risk limit" means the largest sta-
tistical probability that an incorrect reported tabulation out-
come is not detected in a risk-limiting audit;

(i1) Randomly select for audit at least one statewide con-
test, and for each county at least one ballot contest other than
the selected statewide contest. The county auditor shall ran-
domly select a ballot contest for audit if in any particular
election there is no statewide contest; and

(iii) Establish procedures for implementation of risk-lim-
iting audits, including random selection of the audit sample,
determination of audit size, and procedures for a comparison
risk-limiting audit and ballot polling risk-limiting audit as
defined in (c)(iii)(A) and (B) of this subsection.

(A) In a comparison risk-limiting audit, the county audi-
tor compares the voter markings on randomly selected ballots
to the ballot-level cast vote record produced by the ballot
counting equipment.

(B) In a ballot polling risk-limiting audit, the county
auditor of a county using ballot counting equipment that does
not produce ballot-level cast vote records reports the voter
markings on randomly selected ballots until the prespecified
risk limit is met; or

(d) An independent electronic audit of the original ballot
counting equipment used in the county. The county auditor
may either conduct an audit of all ballots cast, or limit the
audit to three precincts or six batches pursuant to procedures
adopted under RCW 29A.60.170(3). This audit must be con-
ducted using an independent electronic audit system that is, at
minimum:

(i) Approved by the secretary of state;
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(i) Completely independent from all voting systems,
including ballot counting equipment, that is used in the
county;

(iii) Distributed or manufactured by a vendor different
from the vendor that distributed or manufactured the original
ballot counting equipment; and

(iv) Capable of demonstrating that it can verify and con-
firm the accuracy of the original ballot counting equipment's
reported results.

(2) Prior to certification of the election, the county audi-
tor must conduct an audit of ballots duplicated under RCW
29A.60.125. The audit of duplicated ballots must involve a
comparison of the duplicated ballot to the original ballot. The
county canvassing board must establish procedures for the
auditing of duplicated ballots.

(3) For each audit method, the secretary of state must
adopt procedures for expanding the audit to include addi-
tional ballots when an audit results in a discrepancy. The pro-
cedure must specify under what circumstances a discrepancy
will lead to an audit of additional ballots, and the method to
determine how many additional ballots will be selected. The
secretary of state shall adopt procedures to investigate the
cause of any discrepancy found during an audit.

(4) The secretary of state must establish rules by January
1, 2019, to implement and administer the auditing methods in
this section, including facilitating public observation and
reporting requirements. [2018 ¢ 218 § 2; 2005 ¢ 242 § 5.]

Intent—2018 c 218: "It is the intent of the legislature to ensure our elec-
tions have the utmost confidence of the citizens of the state. In order to
ensure the integrity of the elections in Washington, the legislature wants to
maximize the security benefits of having locally run, decentralized counting
systems in our state, based in thirty-nine different counties. The legislature
wants to maximize this locally run benefit by adding options to the auditing
process for local elections administrators. Multiple jurisdictions, with multi-

ple options for ensuring election outcomes will increase the transparency,
integrity, and trust of our elections process." [2018 ¢ 218 § 1.]

29A.60.190 Certification of election results. Ten days
after a special election held in February or April, ten days
after a presidential primary held pursuant to chapter 29A.56
RCW, fourteen days after a primary, or twenty-one days after
a general election, the county canvassing board shall com-
plete the canvass and certify the results. Each ballot that was
returned before 8:00 p.m. on the day of the special election,
general election, primary, or presidential primary, and each
ballot bearing a postmark on or before the date of the special
election, general election, primary, or presidential primary
and received no later than the day before certification, must
be included in the canvass report. [2019 ¢ 7 § 5; 2015 ¢ 146
§ 4. Prior: 2011 ¢ 349 § 21; (2011 ¢ 349 § 20 expired July 1,
2013); 2011 ¢ 10 § 58; (2011 ¢ 10 § 57 expired July 1, 2013);
2006 ¢ 344 § 17; (2006 c 344 § 16 expired July 1, 2013);
prior: 2005 ¢ 243 § 16; (2005 ¢ 153 § 12 expired July 1,
2013); 2004 ¢ 266 § 18; 2003 c 111 § 1519.]

Effective date—2011 ¢ 349 § 21: "Section 21 of this act takes effect
July 1, 2013." [2011 ¢ 349 § 31.]

Expiration date—2011 ¢ 349 § 20: "Section 20 of this act expires July
1,2013." [2011 ¢ 349 § 32.]

Effective date—2011 ¢ 349: See note following RCW 29A.04.255.

Effective date—2011 ¢ 10 §§ 53 and 58: See note following RCW
29A.60.160.

Expiration date—2011 ¢ 10 §§ 52 and 57: See note following RCW
29A.60.160.
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Notice to registered poll voters—Elections by mail—2011 ¢ 10: See
note following RCW 29A.04.008.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.60.195 Provisional ballots—Disposition. Before
certification of the primary or election, the county auditor
must examine and investigate all received provisional ballots
to determine whether the ballot can be counted. The auditor
shall provide the disposition of the provisional ballot and, if
the ballot was not counted, the reason why it was not counted,
on a free access system such as a toll-free telephone number,
web site, mail, or other means. The auditor must notify the
voter in accordance with RCW 29A.60.165 when the declara-
tion is unsigned or when the signatures do not match. [2011
¢ 10 § 59;2005 ¢ 243 § 9.]

Notice to registered poll voters—Elections by mail—2011 ¢ 10: See
note following RCW 29A.04.008.

29A.60.200 Canvassing board—Canvassing proce-
dure—Penalty. Before canvassing the returns of a primary
or election, the chair of the county legislative authority or the
chair's designee shall administer an oath to the county auditor
or the auditor's designee attesting to the authenticity of the
information presented to the canvassing board. This oath
must be signed by the county auditor or designee and filed
with the returns of the primary or election.

The county canvassing board shall proceed to verify the
results from the ballots received. The board shall execute a
certificate of the results of the primary or election signed by
all members of the board or their designees. Failure to certify
the returns, if they can be ascertained with reasonable cer-
tainty, is a crime under RCW 29A.84.720. [2011 ¢ 10 § 60;
2003 ¢ 111 § 1520; 1990 ¢ 59 § 63; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.62.040.
Prior: 1957 ¢ 195 § 17; prior: (i) 1919 ¢ 163 § 21, part; Code
1881 § 3095, part; 1868 p 20 § 1, part; 1865 p 39 § 6, part;
RRS § 5340, part. (i1) 1893 ¢ 112 § 2; RRS § 5342. (iii) 1903
¢ 85 § 1, part; Code 1881 § 3094, part; 1865 p 38 § 4, part;
RRS § 5339, part. Formerly RCW 29.62.040.]

Notice to registered poll voters—Elections by mail—2011 ¢ 10: See
note following RCW 29A.04.008.

Intent—Effective date—1990 ¢ 59: See notes following RCW
29A.04.013.

29A.60.210 Recanvass—Generally. Whenever the
canvassing board finds during the initial counting process, or
during any subsequent recount thereof, that there is an appar-
ent discrepancy or an inconsistency in the returns of a pri-
mary or election, or that election staff has made an error
regarding the treatment or disposition of a ballot, the board
may recanvass the ballots or voting devices in any precincts
of the county. The canvassing board shall conduct any neces-
sary recanvass activity on or before the last day to certify or
recertify the results of the primary, election, or subsequent
recount and correct any error and document the correction of
any error that it finds. [2005 ¢ 243 § 17; 2003 ¢ 111 § 1521;
1990 ¢ 59 § 64; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.62.050. Prior: 1951 ¢ 193 § 1;
1917 ¢ 7 § 1, part; 1913 ¢ 58 § 15, part; RRS § 5315, part.
Formerly RCW 29.62.050.]

Intent—Effective date—1990 ¢ 59: See notes following RCW
29A.04.013.

Voting systems: Chapter 294.12 RCW.

29A.60.235

29A.60.221 Tie in primary or final election. (1) If the
requisite number of any federal, state, county, city, or district
offices have not been nominated in a primary by reason of
two or more persons having an equal and requisite number of
votes for being placed on the general election ballot, the offi-
cial empowered by state law to certify candidates for the gen-
eral election ballot shall give notice to the several persons so
having the equal and requisite number of votes to attend at
the appropriate office at the time designated by that official,
who shall then and there proceed publicly to decide by lot
which of those persons will be declared nominated and
placed on the general election ballot.

(2) If the requisite number of any federal, state, county,
city, district, or precinct officers have not been elected by rea-
son of two or more persons having an equal and highest num-
ber of votes for one and the same office, the official empow-
ered by state law to issue the original certificate of election
shall give notice to the several persons so having the highest
and equal number of votes to attend at the appropriate office
at the time to be appointed by that official, who shall then and
there proceed publicly to decide by lot which of those persons
will be declared duly elected, and the official shall make out
and deliver to the person thus duly declared elected a certifi-
cate of election. [2004 ¢ 271 § 176.]

Tie vote for executive branch officer: State Constitution Art. I1l § 4.

29A.60.230 Abstract by election officer—Transmit-
tal to secretary of state. Immediately after the official
results of a state primary or general election in a county are
ascertained, the county auditor or other election officer shall
make an abstract of the number of registered voters in each
precinct and of all the votes cast in the county at such state
primary or general election for and against state measures and
for each candidate for federal, state, and legislative office or
for any other office which the secretary of state is required by
law to canvass. The cumulative report of the election and a
copy of the certificate of the election must be transmitted to
the secretary of state immediately. The county auditor or
other election official may aggregate results from more than
one precinct if the auditor, pursuant to rules adopted by the
secretary of state, finds that reporting a single precinct's bal-
lot results would jeopardize the secrecy of a person's ballot.
To the extent practicable, precincts for which results are
aggregated must be contiguous. [2011 ¢ 10 § 61; 2003 c 111
§ 1523;2001 ¢225§2;1999¢298 §21;1990¢ 262§ 1; 1977
ex.s. ¢ 361 § 96; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.62.090. Prior: (i) 1895 ¢ 156 §
12; Code 1881 § 3101; 1865 p 40 § 12; RRS § 5346. (ii) Code
1881 § 3103; 1865 p 41 § 14; RRS § 5348. Formerly RCW
29.62.090.]

Notice to registered poll voters—Elections by mail-—2011 ¢ 10: See
note following RCW 29A.04.008.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.60.235 Reconciliation reports. (1) The county
auditor shall prepare at the time of certification an election
reconciliation report that discloses the following information:

(a) The number of registered voters;

(b) The number of ballots issued;

(¢) The number of ballots received;

(d) The number of ballots counted;

(e) The number of ballots rejected;
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(f) The number of provisional ballots issued;

(g) The number of provisional ballots received,

(h) The number of provisional ballots counted;

(1) The number of provisional ballots rejected;

(j) The number of federal write-in ballots received;

(k) The number of federal write-in ballots counted,

(1) The number of federal write-in ballots rejected;

(m) The number of overseas and service ballots issued
by mail, email, web site link, or facsimile;

(n) The number of overseas and service ballots received
by mail, email, or facsimile;

(o) The number of overseas and service ballots counted
by mail, email, or facsimile;

(p) The number of overseas and service ballots rejected
by mail, email, or facsimile;

(qQ) The number of nonoverseas and nonservice ballots
sent by email, web site link, or facsimile;

(r) The number of nonoverseas and nonservice ballots
received by email or facsimile;

(s) The number of nonoverseas and nonservice ballots
that were rejected for:

(i) Failing to send an original or hard copy of the ballot
by the certification deadline; or

(i1) Any other reason, including the reason for rejection;

(t) The number of voters credited with voting;

(u) The number of replacement ballots requested;

(v) The number of replacement ballots issued;

(w) The number of replacement ballots received;

(x) The number of replacement ballots counted;

(y) The number of replacement ballots rejected; and

(z) Any other information the auditor or secretary of
state deems necessary to reconcile the number of ballots
counted with the number of voters credited with voting, and
to maintain an audit trail.

(2) The county auditor must make the report available to
the public at the auditor's office and must publish the report
on the auditor's web site at the time of certification. The
county auditor must submit the report to the secretary of state
at the time of certification in any form determined by the sec-
retary of state.

(3)(a) The secretary of state must collect the reconcilia-
tion reports from each county auditor and prepare a statewide
reconciliation report for each state primary and general elec-
tion. The report may be produced in a form determined by the
secretary that includes the information as described in this
subsection (3). The report must be prepared and published on
the secretary of state's web site within two months after the
last county's election results have been certified.

(b) The state report must include a comparison among
counties on rates of votes received, counted, and rejected,
including provisional, write-in, overseas ballots, and ballots
transmitted electronically. The comparison information may
be in the form of rankings, percentages, or other relevant
quantifiable data that can be used to measure performance
and trends.

(¢) The state report must also include an analysis of the
data that can be used to develop a better understanding of
election administration and policy. The analysis must com-
bine data, as available, over multiple years to provide broader
comparisons and trends regarding voter registration and turn-
out and ballot counting. The analysis must incorporate
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national election statistics to the extent such information is
available. [2018 ¢ 218 § 9; 2017 ¢ 300 § 1; 2011 ¢ 10 § 62;
2009 ¢ 369 § 41; 2005 c 243 § 11.]

Intent—2018 ¢ 218: See note following RCW 29A.60.185.

Notice to registered poll voters—Elections by mail—2011 ¢ 10: See
note following RCW 29A.04.008.

29A.60.240 Secretary of state—Primary returns—
State offices, etc. The secretary of state shall, as soon as pos-
sible but in any event not later than seventeen days following
the primary, canvass and certify the returns of all primary
elections as to candidates for statewide offices, United States
senators and representatives in Congress, and all legislative
and judicial candidates whose district extends beyond the
limits of a single county. [2013 ¢ 11 § 64; 2011 ¢ 349 § 22;
2003 ¢ 111 § 1524; 1977 ex.s. ¢ 361 § 97; 1965 ¢ 9 §
29.62.100. Prior: 1961 ¢ 130 § 11; prior: 1907 ¢ 209 § 24,
part; RRS § 5201, part. Formerly RCW 29.62.100.]

Effective date—2011 ¢ 349: See note following RCW 29A.04.255.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.60.250 Secretary of state—Final returns—
Scope. As soon as the returns have been received from all the
counties of the state, but not later than the thirtieth day after
the election, the secretary of state shall canvass and certify
the returns of the general election as to candidates for state-
wide offices, the United States senate, congress, and all legis-
lative and judicial candidates whose districts extend beyond
the limits of a single county. The secretary of state shall trans-
mit a copy of the certification to the governor, president of
the senate, and speaker of the house of representatives. [2013
c 11 § 65;2005 ¢ 243 § 18; 2003 ¢ 111 § 1525; 1965 ¢ 9 §
29.62.120. Prior: Code 1881 § 3100, part; No RRS. Formerly
RCW 29.62.120.]

29A.60.260 Canvass on statewide measures. The
votes on proposed amendments to the state Constitution, rec-
ommendations for the calling of constitutional conventions
and other questions submitted to the people must be counted,
canvassed, and returned by each county canvassing board in
the manner provided by law for counting, canvassing, and
returning votes for candidates for state offices. The secretary
of state shall, in the presence of the governor, within thirty
days after the election, canvass the votes upon each question
and certify to the governor the result. The governor shall
forthwith issue a proclamation giving the whole number of
votes cast in the state for and against such measure and
declaring the result. If the vote cast upon an initiative or ref-
erendum measure is equal to less than one-third of the total
vote cast at the election, the governor shall proclaim the mea-
sure to have failed. [2003 ¢ 111 § 1526; 1965 ¢ 9 §
29.62.130. Prior: (i) 1913 ¢ 138 § 30; RRS § 5426. (ii) 1917
¢ 23 § 1; RRS § 5341. Formerly RCW 29.62.130.]

29A.60.270 Local officers, beginning of terms—
Organization of district boards of directors. The term of
every city, town, and district officer elected to office on the
first Tuesday following the first Monday in November of the
odd-numbered years begins in accordance with *RCW
29A.20.040. However, a person elected to less than a full
term shall assume office as soon as the election returns have
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been certified and he or she is qualified in accordance with
RCW 29A.04.133.

Each board of directors of every district shall be orga-
nized at the first meeting held after one or more newly elected
directors take office. [2003 ¢ 111 § 503; 1979 ex.s. c 126 §
14; 1965 ¢ 123 § 6; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.13.050. Prior: 1963 ¢ 200 §
8; 1959 ¢ 86 § 1; prior: 1951 ¢ 257 § 6. (i) 1949 c 161 § 9;
Rem. Supp. 1949 § 5146-1. (ii) 1949 ¢ 163 § 1; 1921 c 61 §
4; Rem. Supp. 1949 § 5146. Formerly RCW 29A.20.030,
29.13.050.]

*Reviser's note: RCW 29A.20.040 was recodified as RCW 29A.60.280
pursuant to 2013 ¢ 11 § 93.

Purpose—1979 ex.s. ¢ 126: See RCW 29A.60.280(1).

29A.60.280 Local elected officials, commencement of
term of office—Purpose. (1) The legislature finds that cer-
tain laws are in conflict governing the assumption of office of
various local officials. The purpose of this section is to pro-
vide a common date for the assumption of office for all the
elected officials of counties, cities, towns, and special pur-
pose districts other than school districts where the ownership
of property is not a prerequisite of voting. A person elected to
the office of school director begins his or her term of office at
the first official meeting of the board of directors after certi-
fication of the election results. It is also the purpose of this
section to remove these conflicts and delete old statutory lan-
guage concerning such elections which is no longer neces-
sary.

(2) For elective offices of counties, cities, towns, and
special purpose districts other than school districts where the
ownership of property is not a prerequisite of voting, the term
of incumbents ends and the term of successors begins after
the successor is elected and qualified, and the term com-
mences immediately after December 3 1st following the elec-
tion, except as follows:

(a) Where the term of office varies from this standard
according to statute; and

(b) If the election results have not been certified prior to
January 1st after the election, in which event the time of com-
mencement for the new term occurs when the successor
becomes qualified in accordance with RCW 29A.04.133.

(3) For elective offices governed by this section, the oath
of office must be taken as the last step of qualification as
defined in RCW 29A.04.133 but may be taken either:

(a) Up to ten days prior to the scheduled date of assum-
ing office; or

(b) At the last regular meeting of the governing body of
the applicable county, city, town, or special district held
before the winner is to assume office. [2003 ¢ 111 § 504;
1999 ¢ 298 § 3; 1980 ¢ 35§ 7; 1979 ex.s. ¢ 126 § 1. Formerly
RCW 29A.20.040, 29.04.170.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.60.290 Statewide election data and reporting
standards—Secretary of state to develop, make rules. (1)
The secretary of state must develop statewide election data
and reporting standards for how election-related data is main-
tained and reported by each county auditor. The secretary
may make reasonable rules as necessary to develop statewide
standards.

Chapter 29A.64

(2) The statewide standards should focus on the goals of
improving:

(a) The types of data files and procedures used to collect
and maintain election information;

(b) The public's access to election data collected,
reported, and made available by each county auditor includ-
ing, but not limited to:

(i) Records of voters who were issued a ballot and voters
who voted in an election, pursuant to RCW 29A.40.130;

(i1) Tabulation results made available pursuant to RCW
29A.60.160; and

(iii) Information collected and reported in the county
election reconciliation report, pursuant to RCW 29A.60.235;
and

(¢) The efficient compilation of data from all counties for
research and analysis of election practices and trends at a
statewide level.

(3) The secretary of state may convene a work group,
including county auditors and other interested stakeholders to
evaluate how county election data is collected and main-
tained and to develop and recommend ways for improving
election data reporting.

(4) The statewide standards must be made public with
ongoing analysis on whether counties are in compliance with
current standards. [2016 ¢ 134 § 1.]

29A.60.300 Statewide survey of voted ballot rejection
rates and reasons for rejections—Secretary of state to
conduct and publish. Every odd-numbered year, the secre-
tary of state must conduct and publish a statewide survey of
voted ballot rejection rates and the reasons for those rejec-
tions by county auditors and canvassing boards. The secre-
tary of state must collect data from reconciliation reports and
county auditors in order to compare county and statewide
averages for rates of rejected ballots and reasons for those
ballots being rejected. The data collected must include rejec-
tion rates and reasons for rejection of voted ballots for all
elections. The survey must include an analysis of current
practices by county auditors and canvassing boards in the
acceptance and rejection of ballots, and include recommen-
dations for improvements that minimize rejections in those
practices, with a goal of statewide standardization where
applicable. The results must also be analyzed and compared
with available national data and recognized best practices.
The secretary of state's recommendations and reports must be
made available to the public. [2016 ¢ 134 § 3.]
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29A.64.011

29A.64.011 Application—Requirements—Applica-
tion of chapter. An officer of a political party or any person
for whom votes were cast in a primary who did not qualify for
the general election may file a written application for a
recount of the votes or a portion of the votes cast at that pri-
mary for all persons for whom votes were cast for that office.

An officer of a political party or any person for whom
votes were cast at any election may file a written application
for a recount of the votes or a portion of the votes cast at that
election for all candidates for election to that office.

Any group of five or more registered voters may file a
written application for a recount of the votes or a portion of
the votes cast upon any question or issue. They shall desig-
nate one of the members of the group as chair and shall indi-
cate the voting residence of each member of the group.

An application for a recount of the votes cast for an
office or on a ballot measure must be filed with the officer
with whom filings are made for the jurisdiction.

An application for a recount must specify whether the
recount will be done manually or by the vote tally system. A
recount done by the vote tally system must use programming
that recounts and reports only the office or ballot measure in
question. The county shall also provide for a test of the logic
and accuracy of that program.

An application for a recount must be filed within two
business days after the county canvassing board or secretary
of state has declared the official results of the primary or elec-
tion for the office or issue for which the recount is requested.

This chapter applies to the recounting of votes cast by
paper ballots and to the recounting of votes recorded on bal-
lots counted by a vote tally system. [2011 ¢ 349 § 23; 2004 ¢
271 § 177.]

Effective date—2011 ¢ 349: See note following RCW 29A.04.255.

29A.64.021 Mandatory. (1) If the official canvass of
all of the returns for any office at any primary or election
reveals that the difference in the number of votes cast for a
candidate apparently qualified for the general election ballot
or elected to any office, and the number of votes cast for the
closest apparently defeated opponent is less than two thou-
sand votes and also less than one-half of one percent of the
total number of votes cast for both candidates, the county
canvassing board shall conduct a recount of all votes cast on
that position.

(a) Whenever such a difference occurs in the number of
votes cast for candidates for a position the declaration of can-
didacy for which was filed with the secretary of state, the sec-
retary of state shall, within three business days of the day that
the returns of the primary or election are first certified by the
canvassing boards of those counties, direct those boards to
recount all votes cast on the position.

(b)(i) For statewide elections, if the difference in the
number of votes cast for the apparent winner and the closest
apparently defeated opponent is less than one thousand votes
and also less than one-fourth of one percent of the total num-
ber of votes cast for both candidates, the votes shall be
recounted manually or as provided in subsection (3) of this
section.

(i1) For elections not included in (b)(i) of this subsection,
if the difference in the number of votes cast for the apparent
winner and the closest apparently defeated opponent is less
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than one hundred fifty votes and also less than one-fourth of
one percent of the total number of votes cast for both candi-
dates, the votes shall be recounted manually or as provided in
subsection (3) of this section.

(2) A mandatory recount shall be conducted in the man-
ner provided by RCW 29A.64.030, 29A.64.041, and
29A.64.061. No cost of a mandatory recount may be charged
to any candidate.

(3) The apparent winner and closest apparently defeated
opponent for an office for which a manual recount is required
under subsection (1)(b) of this section may select an alterna-
tive method of conducting the recount. To select such an
alternative, the two candidates shall agree to the alternative in
a signed, written statement filed with the election official for
the office. The recount shall be conducted using the alterna-
tive method if: It is suited to the balloting system that was
used for casting the votes for the office; it involves the use of
a vote tallying system that is approved for use in this state by
the secretary of state; and the vote tallying system is readily
available in each county required to conduct the recount. If
more than one balloting system was used in casting votes for
the office, an alternative to a manual recount may be selected
for each system. [2013 ¢ 11 § 66; 2005 c 243 § 19; 2004 ¢
271 § 178.]

29A.64.030 Deposit of fees—Notice—Public pro-
ceeding. An application for a recount shall state the office or
ballot measure for which a recount is requested, and whether
the request is for all precincts or only a portion of the pre-
cincts in that jurisdiction. The person filing an application for
a manual recount shall, at the same time, deposit with the
county canvassing board or secretary of state, in cash or by
certified check, a sum equal to twenty-five cents for each bal-
lot cast in the jurisdiction or portion of the jurisdiction for
which the recount is requested as security for the payment of
any costs of conducting the recount. If the application is for a
machine recount, the deposit must be equal to fifteen cents
for each ballot. These charges shall be determined by the
county canvassing board or boards under RCW 29A.64.081.

The county canvassing board shall determine the date,
time, and place or places at which the recount will be con-
ducted. Not less than one day before the date of the recount,
the county auditor shall notify the applicant or affected par-
ties and, if the recount involves an office, to any person for
whom votes were cast for that office of the date, time, and
place of the recount. Each person entitled to receive notice of
the recount may attend, witness the recount, and be accompa-
nied by counsel.

Proceedings of the canvassing board are public under
chapter 42.30 RCW. Subject to reasonable and equitable
guidelines adopted by the canvassing board, all interested
persons may attend and witness a recount. [2013 ¢ 11 § 67;
2011 ¢ 349 § 24; 2005 ¢ 243 § 20; 2003 ¢ 111 § 1603. Prior:
2001 ¢ 225 § 5; 1991 ¢ 81 § 36; 1987 ¢ 54 § 5; 1977 ex.s. ¢
361 § 99; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.64.020; prior: 1961 ¢ 50 § 2; 1955 ¢
215 § 2. Formerly RCW 29.64.020.]

Effective date—2011 ¢ 349: See note following RCW 29A.04.255.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov
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29A.64.041 Procedure—Request to stop—Observ-
ers. (1) At the time and place established for a recount, the
canvassing board or its duly authorized representatives, in the
presence of all witnesses who may be in attendance, shall
open the sealed containers containing the ballots to be
recounted, and shall recount the votes for the offices or issues
for which the recount has been ordered. Ballots shall be han-
dled only by the members of the canvassing board or their
duly authorized representatives.

The canvassing board shall not permit the tabulation of
votes for any nomination, election, or issue other than the
ones for which a recount was applied for or required.

(2) At any time before the ballots from all of the pre-
cincts listed in the application for the recount have been
recounted, the applicant may file with the board a written
request to stop the recount.

(3) The recount may be observed by persons represent-
ing the candidates affected by the recount or the persons rep-
resenting both sides of an issue that is being recounted. Wit-
nesses shall be permitted to observe the ballots and the pro-
cess of tabulating the votes, but they shall not be permitted to
handle the ballots. The observers may not make a record of
the names, addresses, or other information on the ballots,
declarations, or lists of voters unless authorized by the supe-
rior court. The secretary of state or county auditor may limit
the number of observers to not less than two on each side if,
in his or her opinion, a greater number would cause undue
delay or disruption of the recount process. [2011 ¢ 10 § 63;
2004 ¢ 271 § 179.]

Notice to registered poll voters—Elections by mail—2011 ¢ 10: See
note following RCW 29A.04.008.

29A.64.050 Partial recount requiring complete
recount. When a partial recount of votes cast for an office or
issue changes the result of the election, the canvassing board
or the secretary of state, if the office or issue is being
recounted at his or her direction, shall order a complete
recount of all ballots cast for the office or issue for the juris-
diction in question.

This recount will be conducted in a manner consistent
with RCW 29A.64.021. [2013 ¢ 11 § 68;2003 c 111 § 1605.
Prior: 2001 ¢ 225 § 7. Formerly RCW 29.64.035.]

29A.64.061 Amended abstracts. (1) Upon completion
of the canvass of a recount, the canvassing board shall pre-
pare and certify an amended abstract showing the votes cast
in each precinct for which the recount was conducted. Copies
of the amended abstracts must be transmitted to the same
officers who received the abstract on which the recount was
based.

(2) If the office or issue for which the recount was con-
ducted was filed with the county auditor, the canvassing
board shall file the amended abstract with the original results
of that election or primary.

(3) If the office or issue for which a recount was con-
ducted was filed with the secretary of state, the secretary of
state shall canvass the amended abstracts and shall file an
amended abstract with the original results of that election.
The secretary of state may require that the amended abstracts
be certified by each canvassing board on a uniform date.
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(4) An amended abstract certified under this section
supersedes any prior abstract of the results for the same
offices or issues at the same primary or election. [2013 ¢ 11
§ 69; 2005 ¢ 243 § 21;2004 ¢ 271 § 180.]

29A.64.070 Limitation. After the original count, can-
vass, and certification of results, the votes cast in any single
precinct may not be recounted and the results recertified more
than twice. [2003 ¢ 111 § 1607. Prior: 2001 ¢ 225 § 9; 1991
¢ 90 § 3. Formerly RCW 29.64.051.]

Finding, purpose—1991 ¢ 90: "The legislature finds that it is in the
public interest to determine the winner of close contests for elective offices
as expeditiously and as accurately as possible. It is the purpose of this act to
provide procedures which promote the prompt and accurate recounting of
votes for elective offices and which provide closure to the recount process."
[1991¢c 90§ 1.]

29A.64.081 Expenses—Charges. (Effective until July
1, 2021.) The canvassing board shall determine the expenses
for conducting a recount of votes.

The cost of the recount shall be deducted from the
amount deposited by the applicant for the recount at the time
of filing the request for the recount, and the balance shall be
returned to the applicant. If the costs of the recount exceed
the deposit, the applicant shall pay the difference. No charges
may be deducted by the canvassing board from the deposit
for a recount if the recount changes the result of the nomina-
tion or election for which the recount was ordered. [2004 ¢
271 § 181.]

29A.64.081 Expenses—Charges—Reimbursement
by state. (Effective July 1, 2021.) The canvassing board
shall determine the expenses for conducting a recount of
votes.

(1) For a recount conducted under RCW 29A.64.011, the
cost of the recount shall be deducted from the amount depos-
ited by the applicant for the recount at the time of filing the
request for the recount, and the balance shall be returned to
the applicant. If the costs of the recount exceed the deposit,
the applicant shall pay the difference. No charges may be
deducted by the canvassing board from the deposit for a
recount if the recount changes the result of the nomination or
election for which the recount was ordered.

(2) For arecount conducted under RCW 29A.64.021, for
an office where the candidates filed the declarations of candi-
dacy with the secretary of state, any legislative office, and
any congressional office, the county auditor shall file an
expense claim for such costs with the secretary of state. The
secretary of state shall include a budget request to the legisla-
ture during the next legislative session for sufficient funds for
reimbursement of all costs of the recount and shall pay all
properly executed and documented vouchers to the counties
within thirty days of allotment of specifically appropriated
funds for this purpose. The secretary of state shall promptly
notify any county that submits an incomplete or inaccurate
voucher for reimbursement under this section.

(3) State and federal offices are to be considered one
entity for purposes of election cost proration and reimburse-
ment. [2020 ¢ 337 § 5;2004 ¢ 271 § 181.]

Effective date—2020 ¢ 337: See note following RCW 29A.04.410.
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29A.64.090 Statewide measures—When manda-
tory—Cost at state expense—Statewide advisory votes of
the people. When the official canvass of returns of any elec-
tion reveals that the difference in the number of votes cast for
the approval of a statewide measure and the number of votes
cast for the rejection of such measure is less than two thou-
sand votes and also less than one-half of one percent of the
total number of votes cast on such measure, the secretary of
state shall direct that a recount of all votes cast on such mea-
sure be made on such measure, in the manner provided by
RCW 29A.64.041 and 29A.64.061, and the cost of such
recount will be at state expense. This section does not apply
to any statewide advisory vote of the people that was placed
on the ballot pursuant to RCW 43.135.041 and the secretary
of state shall not direct any recount for any statewide advi-
sory vote of the people. [2016 ¢ 204 § 1; 2013 ¢ 11 § 70;
2003 ¢ 111 § 1609. Prior: 2001 ¢225§ 11; 1973 ¢ 82 § 1. For-
merly RCW 29.64.080.]

29A.64.100 Statewide measures—Funds for addi-
tional expenses. Each county auditor shall file with the sec-
retary of state a statement listing only the additional expenses
incurred whenever a mandatory recount of the votes cast on a
state measure is made as provided in RCW 29A.64.090. The
secretary of state shall include in his or her biennial budget
request a provision for sufficient funds to carry out the provi-
sions of this section. Payments hereunder shall be from
appropriations specifically provided for such purpose by law.
[2003 ¢ 111 § 1610; 1977 ex.s. ¢ 144 § 5; 1973 ¢ 82 § 2. For-
merly RCW 29.64.090.]

Chapter 29A.68 RCW
CONTESTING AN ELECTION

Sections

29A.68.011
29A.68.013

Prevention and correction of ballot frauds and errors.

Prevention and correction of frauds and errors—Primary, elec-
tion, challenge to certification of measure.

Commencement by registered voter—Causes for.

Affidavit of error or omission—Contents—Witnesses.

Hearing date—Issuance of citation—Service.

Witnesses to attend—Hearing of contest—Judgment.

Costs, how awarded.

Misconduct of board—Irregularity material to result.

Misconduct of board—Number of votes affected—Enough to
change result.

Illegal votes—Allegation of.

Illegal votes—List required for testimony.

Illegal votes—Number of votes affected—Enough to change
result.

Election set aside—Appeal period.

29A.68.020
29A.68.030
29A.68.040
29A.68.050
29A.68.060
29A.68.070
29A.68.080

29A.68.090
29A.68.100
29A.68.110

29A.68.120

29A.68.011 Prevention and correction of ballot
frauds and errors. Any justice of the supreme court, judge
of the court of appeals, or judge of the superior court in the
proper county shall, by order, require any person charged
with error, wrongful act, or neglect to forthwith correct the
error, desist from the wrongful act, or perform the duty and to
do as the court orders or to show cause forthwith why the
error should not be corrected, the wrongful act desisted from,
or the duty or order not performed, whenever it is made to
appear to such justice or judge by affidavit of an elector that:

(1) An error or omission has occurred or is about to occur
in printing the name of any candidate on official ballots; or
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(2) An error other than as provided in subsections (1) and
(3) of this section has been committed or is about to be com-
mitted in printing the ballots; or

(3) The name of any person has been or is about to be
wrongfully placed upon the ballots.

An affidavit of an elector under this section when relat-
ing to a primary election must be filed with the appropriate
court no later than two days following the closing of the filing
period for such office and shall be heard and finally disposed
of by the court not later than five days after the filing thereof.
An affidavit of an elector under this section when relating to
a general election must be filed with the appropriate court no
later than three days following the official certification of the
primary election returns, or official certification of candi-
dates qualified to appear on the general election ballot,
whichever is later, and shall be heard and finally disposed of
by the court not later than five days after the filing thereof.
[2016 ¢ 130§ 1;2013 c 11 § 71;2011 ¢ 349 § 25;2007 ¢ 374
§ 3; 2005 ¢ 243 § 22; 2004 ¢ 271 § 182.]

Effective date—2011 ¢ 349: See note following RCW 29A.04.255.

29A.68.013 Prevention and correction of frauds and
errors—Primary, election, challenge to certification of
measure. Any justice of the supreme court, judge of the
court of appeals, or judge of the superior court in the proper
county shall, by order, require any person charged with error,
wrongful act, or neglect to forthwith correct the error, desist
from the wrongful act, or perform the duty and to do as the
court orders or to show cause forthwith why the error should
not be corrected, the wrongful act desisted from, or the duty
or order not performed, whenever it is made to appear to such
justice or judge by affidavit of an elector that:

(1) A wrongful act other than as provided for in RCW
29A.68.011 has been performed or is about to be performed
by any election officer; or

(2) Any neglect of duty on the part of an election officer
other than as provided for in RCW 29A.68.011 has occurred
or is about to occur; or

(3) An error or omission has occurred or is about to occur
in the official certification of any primary or election, includ-
ing a challenge to the certification of any measure.

An affidavit of an elector under this subsection shall be
filed with the appropriate court no later than ten days follow-
ing the official certification of the primary or election as pro-
vided in RCW 29A.60.190, 29A.60.240, or 29A.60.250 or, in
the case of a recount, ten days after the official certification of
the amended abstract as provided in RCW 29A.64.061.
[2016 ¢ 130 § 2.]

29A.68.020 Commencement by registered voter—
Causes for. Any of the following causes may be asserted by
a registered voter to challenge the right to assume office of a
candidate declared elected to that office, to challenge the
right of a candidate to appear on the general election ballot
after a primary, or to challenge certification of the result of an
election on any measure:

(1) For misconduct on the part of any election officer
involved therein;

(2) Because the person whose right is being contested
was not, at the time the person was declared elected, eligible
to that office;
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(3) Because the person whose right is being contested
was, previous to the election, convicted of a felony by a court
of competent jurisdiction, the conviction not having been
reversed nor the person's civil rights restored after the convic-
tion;

(4) Because the person whose right is being contested
gave a bribe or reward to a voter or to an election officer for
the purpose of procuring the election, or offered to do so;

(5) On account of illegal votes.

(a) Illegal votes include but are not limited to the follow-
ing:

(i) More than one vote cast by a single voter;

(i1) A vote cast by a person disqualified under Article VI,
section 3 of the state Constitution.

(b) Illegal votes do not include votes cast by improperly
registered voters who were not properly challenged under
RCW 29A.08.810 and 29A.08.820.

All election contests must proceed under RCW
29A.68.011 or 29A.68.013. [2016 ¢ 130 § 3; 2013 c 11 § 72;
2011 ¢ 10 § 6452007 ¢ 374 § 4;2003 c 111 § 1702; 1983 1st
ex.s. ¢ 30 § 6; 1977 ex.s. ¢ 361 § 101; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.65.010.
Prior: 1959 ¢ 329 § 26; prior: (i) Code 1881 § 3105; 1865 p
42 § 1; RRS § 5366. (ii) Code 1881 § 3109; 1865 p 43 § 5;
RRS § 5370. Formerly RCW 29.65.010.]

Notice to registered poll voters—Elections by mail—2011 ¢ 10: See
note following RCW 29A.04.008.
Civil rights
loss of: State Constitution Art. 6 § 3, RCW 294.08.520.

restoration of: RCW 9.92.066, 9.94A4.637, 9.944.885, 9.95.260, chapter
9.96 RCW.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.68.030 Affidavit of error or omission—Con-
tents—Witnesses. An affidavit of an elector filed pursuant
to RCW 29A.68.013(3) must set forth specifically:

(1) The name of the contestant and that he or she is a reg-
istered voter in the county, district or precinct, as the case
may be, in which the office or measure is to be exercised;

(2) The name of the person whose right is being con-
tested or the name of the measure being contested;

(3) The office;

(4) The particular causes of the contest.

No statement of contest may be dismissed for want of
form if the particular causes of contest are alleged with suffi-
cient certainty. The person charged with the error or omission
must be given the opportunity to call any witness, including
the candidate. [2016 ¢ 130 § 4; 2007 ¢ 374§ 5;2003c 111 §
1703; 1977 ex.s. ¢ 361 § 102; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.65.020. Prior: (i)
Code 1881 § 3110; 1865 p 43 § 6; RRS § 5371. (ii) Code
1881 § 3112; 1865 p 44 § 8; RRS § 5373. Formerly RCW
29.65.020.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.68.040 Hearing date—Issuance of citation—
Service. Upon such affidavit being filed, the clerk shall
inform the judge of the appropriate court, who may give
notice, and order a session of the court to be held at the usual
place of holding the court, on some day to be named by the
judge, not less than ten nor more than twenty days from the
date of the notice, to hear and determine such contested elec-
tion. If no session is called for the purpose, the contest must

29A.68.060

be determined at the first regular session of court after the
statement is filed.

The clerk of the court shall also at the time issue a cita-
tion for the person charged with the error or omission, to
appear at the time and place specified in the notice. The cita-
tion must be delivered to the sheriff and be served upon the
party in person; or if the person cannot be found, by leaving a
copy thereof at the house where the person last resided.
[2003 ¢ 111 § 1704; 1977 ex.s. ¢ 361 § 103; 1965 ¢c 9 §
29.65.040. Prior: (i) Code 1881 § 3113; 1865 p 44 § 9; RRS
§ 5374. (ii) Code 1881 § 3114; 1865 p 45 § 10; RRS § 5375.
Formerly RCW 29.65.040.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.68.050 Witnesses to attend—Hearing of con-
test—Judgment. The clerk shall issue subpoenas for wit-
nesses in such contested election at the request of either
party, which shall be served by the sheriff or constable, as
other subpoenas, and the superior court shall have full power
to issue attachments to compel the attendance of witnesses
who shall have been duly subpoenaed to attend if they fail to
do so.

The court shall meet at the time and place designated to
determine such contested election by the rules of law and evi-
dence governing the determination of questions of law and
fact, so far as the same may be applicable, and may dismiss
the proceedings if the statement of the cause or causes of con-
test is insufficient, or for want of prosecution. After hearing
the proofs and allegations of the parties, the court shall pro-
nounce judgment in the premises, either confirming or annul-
ling and setting aside such election, according to the law and
right of the case.

If in any such case it shall appear that another person
than the one returned has the highest number of legal votes,
said court shall declare such person duly elected. If in any
such case it shall appear that the results of a measure are
reversed, said court shall declare the change in result. [2016
¢ 130 § 5;2003 ¢ 111 § 1705. Prior: 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.65.050;
prior: (i) Code 1881 § 3115; 1865 p 45 § 11; RRS § 5376. (ii)
Code 1881 § 3116; 1865 p 45 § 12; RRS § 5377. (iii) Code
1881 §3117; 1865 p 45 § 13; RRS § 5378. FORMER PARTS
OF SECTION: (i) Code 1881 § 3119; 1865 p 45 § 15; RRS §
5379, now codified in RCW 29.65.055. (ii) Code 1881 §
3120; 1865 p 45 § 16; RRS § 5380, now codified in RCW
29.65.055. Formerly RCW 29.65.050.]

29A.68.060 Costs, how awarded. If the proceedings
are dismissed for insufficiency, want of prosecution, or the
election is by the court confirmed, judgment shall be ren-
dered against the party contesting such election for costs, in
favor of the party charged with error or omission.

If such election is annulled and set aside, judgment for
costs shall be rendered against the party charged with the
error or omission and in favor of the party alleging the same.
[2003 ¢ 111 § 1706. Prior: 1977 ex.s. ¢ 361 § 104; 1965¢ 9 §
29.65.055; prior: (i) Code 1881 § 3119; 1865 p 45 § 15; RRS
§ 5379; formerly RCW 29.65.050, part. (ii) Code 1881 §
3120; 1865 p 45 § 16; RRS § 5380, formerly RCW
29.65.050, part. Formerly RCW 29.65.055.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov
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29A.68.070 Misconduct of board—Irregularity
material to result. No irregularity or improper conduct in
the proceedings of any county canvassing board or any mem-
ber of the board amounts to such malconduct as to annul or
set aside any election unless the irregularity or improper con-
duct was such as to either, reverse the outcome of an election
measure or procure the person whose right to the office may
be contested, to be declared duly elected although the person
did not receive the highest number of legal votes. [2016 ¢
130 § 6; 2011 ¢ 10 § 65; 2003 ¢ 111 § 1707; 1965 ¢ 9 §
29.65.060. Prior: Code 1881 § 3106; 1865 p 43 § 2; RRS §
5367. Formerly RCW 29.65.060.]

Notice to registered poll voters—Elections by mail—2011 ¢ 10: See
note following RCW 29A.04.008.

29A.68.080 Misconduct of board—Number of votes
affected—Enough to change result. When any election for
an office exercised in and for a county is contested on
account of any malconduct on the part of a county canvassing
board, or any member thereof, the election shall not be
annulled and set aside upon any proof thereof, unless the
rejection of the vote of such precinct or precincts will change
the result as to such office or measure in the remaining vote
of the county. [2016 ¢ 130§ 7;2011 ¢ 10 § 66;2003 c 111 §
1708. Prior: 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.65.070; prior: Code 1881 § 3107,
1865 p 43 § 3; RRS § 5368. Formerly RCW 29.65.070.]

Notice to registered poll voters—Elections by mail—2011 ¢ 10: See
note following RCW 29A.04.008.

29A.68.090 Illegal votes—Allegation of. When the
reception of illegal votes is alleged as a cause of contest, it is
sufficient to state generally that illegal votes were cast, that,
if given to the person whose election is contested, or to the
winning choice for a measure, in the specified precinct or
precincts, will, if taken from that person, or winning choice
for a measure, reduce the number of the person's legal votes
below the number of legal votes given to some other person
for the same office or reverse the outcome of the measure.
[2016 ¢ 130 § 8; 2003 ¢ 111 § 1709; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.65.080.
Prior: Code 1881 § 3111, part; 1865 p 44 § 7, part; RRS §
5372, part. Formerly RCW 29.65.080.]

29A.68.100 Illegal votes—List required for testi-
mony. No testimony may be received as to any illegal votes
unless the party contesting the election delivers to the oppo-
site party, at least three days before trial, a written list of the
number of illegal votes and by whom given, that the contest-
ing party intends to prove at the trial. No testimony may be
received as to any illegal votes, except as to such as are spec-
ified in the list. [2003 ¢ 111 § 1710; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.65.090.
Prior: Code 1881 § 3111, part; 1865 p 44 § 7, part; RRS §
5372, part. Formerly RCW 29.65.090.]

29A.68.110 Illegal votes—Number of votes
affected—Enough to change result. (1) No election for an
office may be set aside on account of illegal votes, unless it
appears that an amount of illegal votes has been given to the
person whose right is being contested, that, if taken from that
person, would reduce the number of the person's legal votes
below the number of votes given to some other person for the
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same office, after deducting therefrom the illegal votes that
may be shown to have been given to the other person.

(2) No election for a measure may be set aside on
account of illegal votes, unless it appears that an amount of
illegal votes has been given to the winning choice being con-
tested, that, if taken from that winning choice, would reduce
the number of legal votes for the winning choice below the
number of votes given to the other choice, after deducting
therefrom the illegal votes that may be shown to have been
given to the other choice. [2016 ¢ 130 § 9; 2003 ¢ 111 §
1711; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.65.100. Prior: Code 1881 § 3108; 1865 p
43 § 4; RRS § 5369. Formerly RCW 29.65.100.]

29A.68.120 Election set aside—Appeal period. If an
election is set aside by the judgment of the superior court and
if no appeal is taken therefrom within ten days, the election of
the person challenged or the outcome of the measure chal-
lenged, shall be thereby rendered void. [2016 ¢ 130 § 10;
2007 ¢ 374 § 6; 2003 ¢ 111 § 1712; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.65.120.
Prior: Code 1881 § 3123, part; 1865 p 46 § 19, part; RRS §
5382, part. Formerly RCW 29.65.120.]

Chapter 29A.72 RCW
STATE INITIATIVE AND REFERENDUM

Sections

29A.72.010 Filing proposed measures with secretary of state.

29A.72.020 Review of proposed initiatives—Certificate required.

29A.72.025 Fiscal impact statements.

29A.72.030 Time for filing various types.

29A.72.040 Numbering—Transmittal to attorney general.

29A.72.050 Ballot title—Formulation, ballot display.

29A.72.060 Ballot title and summary by attorney general.

29A.72.070 Ballot title and summary—Notice.

29A.72.080 Ballot title and summary—Appeal to superior court.

29A.72.090 Ballot title and summary—Mailed to proponents and other
persons—Appearance on petitions.

29A.72.100 Petitions—Paper—Size—Contents.

29A.72.110 Petitions to legislature—Form.

29A.72.120 Petitions to people—Form.

29A.72.130 Referendum petitions—Form.

29A.72.140 Warning statement—Further requirements.

29A.72.150 Petitions—Signatures—Number necessary.

29A.72.160 Petitions—Time for filing.

29A.72.170 Petitions—Acceptance or rejection by secretary of state.

29A.72.180 Petitions—Review of refusal to file.

29A.72.190 Petitions—Appellate review.

29A.72.200 Petitions—Destruction on final refusal.

29A.72.210 Petitions—Consolidation into volumes.

29A.72.230 Petitions—Verification and canvass of signatures, observ-
ers—Statistical sampling—Initiatives to legislature, certifi-
cation of.

29A.72.240 Count of signatures—Review.

29A.72.250 Initiatives and referenda to the people—Certificates of suffi-
ciency.

29A.72.260 Rejected initiatives to legislature.

29A.72.270 Alternatives to initiatives to the legislature.

29A.72.280 Concise description for alternative to initiative to the legisla-
ture.

29A.72.283 Advisory vote on tax legislation—Short description.

29A.72.285 Advisory vote on tax legislation—Short description filing and
transmittal.

29A.72.290 Printing ballot titles and short descriptions on ballots—Sepa-
rate headings.

29A.72.010 Filing proposed measures with secretary
of state. If any legal voter of the state, either individually or
on behalf of an organization, desires to petition the legislature
to enact a proposed measure, or submit a proposed initiative
measure to the people, or order that a referendum of all or
part of any act, bill, or law, passed by the legislature be sub-
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mitted to the people, he or she shall file with the secretary of
state:

(1) A legible copy of the measure proposed, or the act or
part of such act on which a referendum is desired;

(2) A signed affidavit, or electronic submission, that the
sponsor is a registered voter; and

(3) A filing fee prescribed under RCW 43.07.120. [2015
¢ 72§ 10; 2003 ¢ 111 § 1802; 1982 ¢ 116 § 1; 1965 ¢ 9 §
29.79.010. Prior: 1913 ¢ 138 § 1, part; RRS § 5397, part. For-
merly RCW 29.79.010.]

29A.72.020 Review of proposed initiatives—Cer tifi-
cate required. Upon receipt of a proposed initiative mea-
sure, and before giving it a serial number, the secretary of
state shall submit a copy thereof to the office of the code
reviser and give notice to the sponsor of such transmittal.
Upon receipt of the measure, the assistant code reviser to
whom it has been assigned may confer with the sponsor and
shall within seven working days from its receipt, review the
proposal and recommend to the sponsor such revision or
alteration of the measure as may be deemed necessary and
appropriate. The recommendations of the code reviser's
office are advisory only, and the sponsor may accept or reject
them in whole or in part. The code reviser shall issue a certif-
icate of review certifying that he or she has reviewed the
measure and that any recommendations have been communi-
cated to the sponsor. The certificate must be issued whether
or not the sponsor accepts such recommendations. Within fif-
teen working days after notification of submittal of the pro-
posed measure to the code reviser's office, the sponsor, if he
or she desires to proceed with sponsorship, shall file the mea-
sure together with the certificate of review with the secretary
of state for assignment of a serial number, and the secretary
of state shall then submit to the code reviser's office a certi-
fied copy of the measure filed. Upon submission of the pro-
posal to the secretary of state for assignment of a serial num-
ber, the secretary of state shall refuse to make such assign-
ment unless the proposal is accompanied by a certificate of
review. [2003 ¢ 111 § 1803; 1982 ¢ 116 §2; 1973 ¢ 122 § 2.
Formerly RCW 29.79.015.]

Legislative finding—1973 ¢ 122: "The legislature finds that the initia-
tive process reserving to the people the power to propose bills, laws and to
enact or reject the same at the polls, independent of the legislature, is finding
increased popularity with citizens of our state. The exercise of this power
concomitant with the power of the legislature requires coordination to avoid
the duplication and confusion of laws. This legislation is enacted especially
to facilitate the operation of the initiative process." [1973 ¢ 122 § 1.]

29A.72.025 Fiscal impact statements. The office of
financial management, in consultation with the secretary of
state, the attorney general, and any other appropriate state or
local agency, shall prepare a fiscal impact statement for each
of the following state ballot measures: (1) An initiative to the
people that is certified to the ballot; (2) an initiative to the leg-
islature that will appear on the ballot; (3) an alternative mea-
sure appearing on the ballot that the legislature proposes to an
initiative to the legislature; (4) a referendum bill referred to
voters by the legislature; and (5) a referendum measure
appearing on the ballot. Fiscal impact statements must be
written in clear and concise language, avoid legal and techni-
cal terms when possible, and be filed with the secretary of

29A.72.040

state no later than the tenth day of August. Fiscal impact
statements may include easily understood graphics.

A fiscal impact statement must describe any projected
increase or decrease in revenues, costs, expenditures, or
indebtedness that the state or local governments will experi-
ence if the ballot measure were approved by state voters.
Where appropriate, a fiscal impact statement may include
both estimated dollar amounts and a description placing the
estimated dollar amounts into context. A fiscal impact state-
ment must include both a summary of not to exceed one hun-
dred words and a more detailed statement that includes the
assumptions that were made to develop the fiscal impacts.

Fiscal impact statements must be available online from
the secretary of state's web site and included in the state vot-
ers' pamphlet. Additional information may be posted on the
web site of the office of financial management. [2009 ¢ 415
§ 7; 2004 ¢ 266 § 4. Prior: 2002 ¢ 139 § 1. Formerly RCW
29.79.075.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.72.030 Time for filing various types. Initiative
measures proposed to be submitted to the people must be
filed with the secretary of state within ten months prior to the
election at which they are to be submitted, and the signature
petitions must be filed with the secretary of state not less than
four months before the next general statewide election.

Initiative measures proposed to be submitted to the leg-
islature must be filed with the secretary of state within ten
months prior to the next regular session of the legislature at
which they are to be submitted, and the signature petitions
must be filed with the secretary of state not less than ten days
before such regular session of the legislature.

A referendum measure petition ordering that any act or
part of an act passed by the legislature be referred to the peo-
ple must be filed with the secretary of state within ninety days
after the final adjournment of the legislative session at which
the act was passed. It may be submitted at the next general
statewide election or at a special election ordered by the leg-
islature.

A proposed initiative or referendum measure may be
filed no earlier than the opening of the secretary of state's
office for business pursuant to RCW 42.04.060 on the first
day filings are permitted, and any initiative or referendum
petition must be filed not later than the close of business on
the last business day in the specified period for submission of
signatures. If a filing deadline falls on a Saturday, the office
of the secretary of state must be open for the transaction of
business under this section from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on
that Saturday. [2003 ¢ 111 § 1804; 1987 ¢ 161 § 1; 1965 ¢ 9
§29.79.020. Prior: (i) 1913 ¢ 138 § 1, part; RRS § 5397, part.
(1) 1913 ¢ 138 § 6, part; RRS § 5402, part. (iii) 1913 ¢ 138 §
5, part; RRS § 5401, part. (iv) 1913 ¢ 138 § 7, part; RRS §
5403, part. Formerly RCW 29.79.020.]

Initiative, referendum, time for filing: State Constitution Art. 2 § 1 (a) and

(d) (Amendment 7).

Petitions—Time for filing: RCW 29A4.72.160.

29A.72.040 Numbering—Transmittal to attorney
general. The secretary of state shall give a serial number to
each initiative, referendum bill, referendum measure, or mea-
sure for an advisory vote of the people, using a separate series
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29A.72.050

for initiatives to the legislature, initiatives to the people, ref-
erendum bills, referendum measures, and measures for an
advisory vote of the people, and forthwith transmit one copy
of the measure proposed bearing its serial number to the
attorney general. Thereafter a measure shall be known and
designated on all petitions, ballots, and proceedings as "Ini-
tiative Measure No. . . . . ," "Referendum Bill No.. . .. ," "Ref-
erendum Measure No. . ... ," or "Advisory Vote No. ... ..
[2008 ¢ 1 § 7 (Initiative Measure No. 960, approved Novem-
ber 6, 2007); 2003 ¢ 111 § 1805; 1982 ¢ 116 § 3; 1965¢ 9 §
29.79.030. Prior: 1913 ¢ 138 § 1, part; RRS § 5397, part. For-
merly RCW 29.79.030.]

Findings—Intent—Construction—Severability—Subheadings and
part headings not law—Short title—Effective date—2008 ¢ 1 (Initiative
Measure No. 960): See notes following RCW 43.135.031.

29A.72.050 Ballot title—Formulation, ballot display.
(1) The ballot title for an initiative to the people, an initiative
to the legislature, a referendum bill, or a referendum measure
consists of: (a) A statement of the subject of the measure; (b)
a concise description of the measure; and (c) a question in the
form prescribed in this section for the ballot measure in ques-
tion. The statement of the subject of a measure must be suffi-
ciently broad to reflect the subject of the measure, suffi-
ciently precise to give notice of the measure's subject matter,
and not exceed ten words. The concise description must con-
tain no more than thirty words, be a true and impartial
description of the measure's essential contents, clearly iden-
tify the proposition to be voted on, and not, to the extent rea-
sonably possible, create prejudice either for or against the
measure.

(2) For an initiative to the people, or for an initiative to
the legislature for which the legislature has not proposed an
alternative, the ballot title must be displayed on the ballot
substantially as follows:

"Initiative Measure No. . .. concerns (statement of
subject). This measure would (concise description).
Should this measure be enacted into law?

(3) For an initiative to the legislature for which the legis-
lature has proposed an alternative, the ballot title must be dis-
played on the ballot substantially as follows:

"Initiative Measure Nos. ... and . ..B concern

(statement of subject).

Initiative Measure No. . . . would (concise descrip-
tion).

As an alternative, the legislature has proposed Ini-
tiative Measure No. . . .B, which would (concise
description).

1. Should either of these measures be enacted into

law?
Y €S ot O
NO O

Title 29A RCW: Elections

2. Regardless of whether you voted yes or no above,
if one of these measures is enacted, which one

should it be?

Measure NO. .. oo O
or

Measure NO. .. oot O

(4) For a referendum bill submitted to the people by the
legislature, the ballot issue must be displayed on the ballot
substantially as follows:

"The legislature has passed .. .. Bill No. ... con-
cerning (statement of subject). This bill would (con-
cise description). Should this bill be:

Approved ....... ... O
Rejected ... O

(5) For a referendum measure by state voters on a bill the
legislature has passed, the ballot issue must be displayed on
the ballot substantially as follows:

"The legislature passed . . . Bill No. . .. concerning
(statement of subject) and voters have filed a suffi-
cient referendum petition on this bill. This bill
would (concise description). Should this bill be:

Approved . ... O
Rejected ... O

(6) The legislature may specify the statement of subject
or concise description, or both, in a referendum bill that it
refers to the people. The legislature may specify the concise
description for an alternative it submits for an initiative to the
legislature. If the legislature fails to specify these matters, the
attorney general shall prepare the material that was not spec-
ified. The statement of subject and concise description as so
provided must be included as part of the ballot title unless
changed on appeal.

The attorney general shall specify the statement of sub-
ject and concise description for an initiative to the people, an
initiative to the legislature, and a referendum measure. The
statement of subject and concise description as so provided
must be included as part of the ballot title unless changed on
appeal. [2003 ¢ 111 § 1806. Prior: 2000 ¢ 197 § 1. Formerly
RCW 29.79.035.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.72.060 Ballot title and summary by attorney
general. Within five days after the receipt of an initiative or
referendum the attorney general shall formulate the ballot
title, or portion of the ballot title that the legislature has not
provided, required by RCW 29A.72.050 and a summary of
the measure, not to exceed seventy-five words, and transmit
the serial number for the measure, complete ballot title, and
summary to the secretary of state. Saturdays, Sundays, and
legal holidays are not counted in calculating the time limits in
this section. [2003 ¢ 111 § 1807. Prior: 2000 ¢ 197 § 2; 1993
c256§9;1982c 116 §4; 1973 Istex.s.c 118 § 2;1965¢c9
§ 29.79.040; prior: 1953 ¢ 242 § 2; 1913 ¢ 138 § 2; RRS §
5398. Formerly RCW 29.79.040.]

Ballot titles to other state and local measures: RCW 294.36.020 through
294.36.090.
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Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.72.070 Ballot title and summary—Notice. Upon
the filing of the ballot title and summary for a state initiative
or referendum measure in the office of secretary of state, the
secretary of state shall notify by telephone and by mail, and,
if requested, by other electronic means, the person proposing
the measure, the prime sponsor of a referendum bill or alter-
native to an initiative to the legislature, the chief clerk of the
house of representatives, the secretary of the senate, and any
other individuals who have made written request for such
notification of the exact language of the ballot title and sum-
mary. [2003 ¢ 111 § 1808. Prior: 2000 ¢ 197 § 3; 1982 c 116
§5; 1973 Istex.s. ¢ 118 § 3; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.79.050; prior:
1913 ¢ 138 § 3, part; RRS § 5399, part. Formerly RCW
29.79.050.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.72.080 Ballot title and summary—Appeal to
superior court. Any persons, including the attorney general
or either or both houses of the legislature, dissatisfied with
the ballot title or summary for a state initiative or referendum
may, within five days from the filing of the ballot title in the
office of the secretary of state, appeal to the superior court of
Thurston county by petition setting forth the measure, the
ballot title or summary, and their objections to the ballot title
or summary and requesting amendment of the ballot title or
summary by the court. Saturdays, Sundays, and legal holi-
days are not counted in calculating the time limits contained
in this section.

A copy of the petition on appeal together with a notice
that an appeal has been taken shall be served upon the secre-
tary of state, upon the attorney general, and upon the person
proposing the measure if the appeal is initiated by someone
other than that person. Upon the filing of the petition on
appeal or at the time to which the hearing may be adjourned
by consent of the appellant, the court shall accord first prior-
ity to examining the proposed measure, the ballot title or
summary, and the objections to that ballot title or summary,
may hear arguments, and shall, within five days, render its
decision and file with the secretary of state a certified copy of
such ballot title or summary as it determines will meet the
requirements of RCW 29A.72.060. The decision of the supe-
rior court shall be final. Such appeal shall be heard without
costs to either party. [2013 ¢ 11 § 73; 2003 c 111 § 1809.
Prior: 2000 ¢ 197 § 4; 1982 ¢ 116 § 6; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.79.060;
prior: 1913 ¢ 138 § 3, part; RRS § 5399, part. Formerly RCW
29.79.060.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.72.090 Ballot title and summary—Mailed to
proponents and other persons—Appearance on petitions.
When the ballot title and summary are finally established, the
secretary of state shall file the instrument establishing it with
the proposed measure and transmit a copy thereof by mail to
the person proposing the measure, the chief clerk of the house
of representatives, the secretary of the senate, and to any
other individuals who have made written request for such
notification. Thereafter such ballot title shall be the title of
the measure in all petitions, ballots, and other proceedings in
relation thereto. The summary shall appear on all petitions

29A.72.110

directly following the ballot title. [2003 ¢ 111 § 1810. Prior:
2000 ¢ 197 § 5; 1982 ¢ 116 § 7; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.79.070; prior:
1913 ¢ 138 § 4, part; RRS § 5400, part. Formerly RCW
29.79.070.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.72.100 Petitions—Paper—Size—Contents. The
person proposing the measure shall print blank petitions upon
single sheets of paper of good writing quality (including but
not limited to newsprint) not less than eleven inches in width
and not less than fourteen inches in length. Each petition at
the time of circulating, signing, and filing with the secretary
of state must consist of not more than one sheet with num-
bered lines for not more than twenty signatures, with the pre-
scribed warning and title, be in the form required by RCW
29A.72.110, 29A.72.120, or 29A.72.130, and have a read-
able, full, true, and correct copy of the proposed measure
printed on the reverse side of the petition. [2003 ¢ 111 §
1811; 1982 ¢ 116 § 8; 1973 1stex.s. ¢ 118 § 4; 1965 ¢ 9 §
29.79.080. Prior: (i) 1913 ¢ 138 § 4, part; RRS § 5400, part.
(11) 1913 ¢ 138 § 9; RRS § 5405. Formerly RCW 29.79.080.]

29A.72.110 Petitions to legislature—Form. Petitions
for proposing measures for submission to the legislature at its
next regular session must be substantially in the following
form:

The warning prescribed by RCW 29A.72.140; followed
by:

INITIATIVE PETITION FOR SUBMISSION TO THE
LEGISLATURE

To the Honorable . . . ... ,

Washington:

We, the undersigned citizens and legal voters of the State
of Washington, respectfully direct that this petition and the
proposed measure known as Initiative Measure No. . . . . and
entitled (here set forth the established ballot title of the mea-
sure), a full, true, and correct copy of which is printed on the
reverse side of this petition, be transmitted to the legislature
of the State of Washington at its next ensuing regular session,
and we respectfully petition the legislature to enact said pro-
posed measure into law; and each of us for himself or herself
says: I have personally signed this petition; I am a legal voter
of the State of Washington in the city (or town) and county
written after my name, my residence address is correctly
stated, and I have knowingly signed this petition only once.

The following declaration must be printed on the reverse
side of the petition:

Secretary of State of the State of

, swear or affirm under penalty of law
that [ c1rculated this sheet of the foregoing petition, and that,
to the best of my knowledge, every person who signed this
sheet of the foregoing petition knowingly and without any
compensation or promise of compensation willingly signed
his or her true name and that the information provided there-
with is true and correct. I further acknowledge that under
chapter 29A.84 RCW, forgery of signatures on this petition
constitutes a class C felony, and that offering any consider-
ation or gratuity to any person to induce them to sign a peti-
tion is a gross misdemeanor, such violations being punishable
by fine or imprisonment or both.
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29A.72.120

RCW 9A.46.020 applies to any conduct constituting
harassment against a petition signature gatherer. This penalty
does not preclude the victim from seeking any other remedy
otherwise available under law.

The petition must include a place for each petitioner to
sign and print his or her name, and the address, city, and
county at which he or she is registered to vote. [2005 ¢ 239 §
1;2003 ¢ 111 § 1812; 1982 ¢ 116 § 9; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.79.090.
Prior: 1913 ¢ 138 § 5, part; RRS § 5401, part. Formerly RCW
29.79.090.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.72.120 Petitions to people—Form. Petitions for
proposing measures for submission to the people for their
approval or rejection at the next ensuing general election
must be substantially in the following form:

The warning prescribed by RCW 29A.72.140; followed
by:

INITIATIVE PETITION FOR SUBMISSION TO THE
PEOPLE

To the Honorable . .. ... s

Washington:

We, the undersigned citizens and legal voters of the State
of Washington, respectfully direct that the proposed measure
known as Initiative Measure No. . . .. , entitled (here insert
the established ballot title of the measure), a full, true and
correct copy of which is printed on the reverse side of this
petition, be submitted to the legal voters of the State of Wash-
ington for their approval or rejection at the general election to
beheldonthe..... day of November, (year); and each of us
for himself or herself says: [ have personally signed this peti-
tion; I am a legal voter of the State of Washington, in the city
(or town) and county written after my name, my residence
address is correctly stated, and I have knowingly signed this
petition only once.

The following declaration must be printed on the reverse
side of the petition:

Secretary of State of the State of

, swear or affirm under penalty of law
that I c1rculated this sheet of the foregoing petition, and that,
to the best of my knowledge, every person who signed this
sheet of the foregoing petition knowingly and without any
compensation or promise of compensation willingly signed
his or her true name and that the information provided there-
with is true and correct. I further acknowledge that under
chapter 29A.84 RCW, forgery of signatures on this petition
constitutes a class C felony, and that offering any consider-
ation or gratuity to any person to induce them to sign a peti-
tion is a gross misdemeanor, such violations being punishable
by fine or imprisonment or both.

RCW 9A.46.020 applies to any conduct constituting
harassment against a petition signature gatherer. This penalty
does not preclude the victim from seeking any other remedy
otherwise available under law.

The petition must include a place for each petitioner to
sign and print his or her name, and the address, city, and
county at which he or she is registered to vote. [2005 ¢ 239 §
2;2003 c 111 §1813;1982¢ 116 § 10; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.79.100.

Title 29A RCW: Elections

Prior: 1913 ¢ 138 § 6, part; RRS § 5402, part. Formerly RCW
29.79.100.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.72.130 Referendum petitions—Form. Petitions
ordering that acts or parts of acts passed by the legislature be
referred to the people at the next ensuing general election, or
special election ordered by the legislature, must be substan-
tially in the following form:

The warning prescribed by RCW 29A.72.140; followed
by:

PETITION FOR REFERENDUM

To the Honorable . . . ... ,
Washington:

We, the undersigned citizens and legal voters of the State
of Washington, respectfully order and direct that Referendum
Measure No. . . . .. , filed to revoke a (or part or parts of a) bill
that (concise statement required by RCW 29A.72.050) and
that was passed by the ... ... legislature of the State of
Washington at the last regular (special) session of said legis-
lature, shall be referred to the people of the state for their
approval or rejection at the regular (special) election to be
held on the . . . . day of November, (year); and each of us for
himself or herself says: I have personally signed this petition;
I am a legal voter of the State of Washington, in the city (or
town) and county written after my name, my residence
address is correctly stated, and I have knowingly signed this
petition only once.

The following declaration must be printed on the reverse
side of the petition:

Secretary of State of the State of

, swear or affirm under penalty of law
that I c1rcu1ated this sheet of the foregoing petition, and that,
to the best of my knowledge, every person who signed this
sheet of the foregoing petition knowingly and without any
compensation or promise of compensation willingly signed
his or her true name and that the information provided there-
with is true and correct. I further acknowledge that under
chapter 29A.84 RCW, forgery of signatures on this petition
constitutes a class C felony, and that offering any consider-
ation or gratuity to any person to induce them to sign a peti-
tion is a gross misdemeanor, such violations being punishable
by fine or imprisonment or both.

RCW 9A.46.020 applies to any conduct constituting
harassment against a petition signature gatherer. This penalty
does not preclude the victim from seeking any other remedy
otherwise available under law.

The petition must include a place for each petitioner to
sign and print his or her name, and the address, city, and
county at which he or she is registered to vote. [2013 ¢ 11 §
74;2005 ¢ 239§ 3;2003c 111 § 1814; 1993 ¢ 256 § 10; 1982
c116 § 11; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.79.110. Prior: 1913 ¢ 138 § 7, part;
RRS § 5403, part. Formerly RCW 29.79.110.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.72.140 Warning statement—Further require-
ments. The word "warning" and the following warning state-
ment regarding signing petitions must appear on petitions as
prescribed by this title and must be printed on each petition
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sheet such that they occupy not less than four square inches
of the front of the petition sheet.

WARNING

Every person who signs this petition with any other than
his or her true name, knowingly signs more than one of these
petitions, signs this petition when he or she is not a legal
voter, or makes any false statement on this petition may be
punished by fine or imprisonment or both.

[2003 ¢ 111 § 1815; 1993 ¢ 256 § 5. Formerly RCW
29.79.115.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.72.150 Petitions—Signatures—Number neces-
sary. When the person proposing any initiative measure has
obtained signatures of legal voters equal to or exceeding
eight percent of the votes cast for the office of governor at the
last regular gubernatorial election prior to the submission of
the signatures for verification, or when the person or organi-
zation demanding any referendum of an act or part of an act
of the legislature has obtained a number of signatures of legal
voters equal to or exceeding four percent of the votes cast for
the office of governor at the last regular gubernatorial elec-
tion prior to the submission of the signatures for verification,
the petition containing the signatures may be submitted to the
secretary of state for filing. [2003 ¢ 111 § 1816; 1982 ¢ 116
§12;1965 ¢ 9 §29.79.120. Prior: 1913 ¢ 138 § 11, part; RRS
§ 5407, part. See also State Constitution Art. 2 § 1A (Amend-
ment 30), (L. 1955, p. 1860, S.J.R. No. 4). Formerly RCW
29.79.120.]

29A.72.160 Petitions—Time for filing. The time for
submitting initiative or referendum petitions to the secretary
of state for filing is as follows:

(1) A referendum petition ordering and directing that the
whole or some part or parts of an act passed by the legislature
be referred to the people for their approval or rejection at the
next ensuing general election or a special election ordered by
the legislature, must be submitted not more than ninety days
after the final adjournment of the session of the legislature
which passed the act;

(2) An initiative petition proposing a measure to be sub-
mitted to the people for their approval or rejection at the next
ensuing general election, must be submitted not less than four
months before the date of such election;

(3) An initiative petition proposing a measure to be sub-
mitted to the legislature at its next ensuing regular session
must be submitted not less than ten days before the com-
mencement of the session. [2003 ¢ 111 § 1817. Prior: 1965 ¢
9 §29.79.140; prior: 1913 ¢ 138 § 12, part; RRS § 5408, part.
Formerly RCW 29.79.140.]

Initiative, referendum, time for filing: State Constitution Art. 2 § 1 (a) and
(d) (Amendment 7).

Measures, petitions, time for filing various types: RCW 294.72.030.

29A.72.170 Petitions—Acceptance or rejection by
secretary of state. The secretary of state may refuse to file
any initiative or referendum petition being submitted upon
any of the following grounds:

29A.72.200

(1) That the petition does not contain the information
required by RCW 29A.72.110, 29A.72.120, or 29A.72.130.

(2) That the petition clearly bears insufficient signatures.

(3) That the time within which the petition may be filed
has expired.

In case of such refusal, the secretary of state shall
endorse on the petition the word "submitted" and the date,
and retain the petition pending appeal.

If none of the grounds for refusal exists, the secretary of
state must accept and file the petition. [2003 ¢ 111 § 1818;
1982 ¢ 116 § 13; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.79.150. Prior: (i) 1913 ¢ 138
§ 11, part; RRS § 5407, part. (ii) 1913 ¢ 138 § 12, part; RRS
§ 5408, part. Formerly RCW 29.79.150.]

29A.72.180 Petitions—Review of refusal to file. If the
secretary of state refuses to file an initiative or referendum
petition when submitted for filing, the persons submitting it
for filing may, within ten days after the refusal, apply to the
superior court of Thurston county for an order requiring the
secretary of state to bring the petitions before the court, and
for a writ of mandate to compel the secretary of state to file it.
The application takes precedence over other cases and mat-
ters and must be speedily heard and determined.

If the court issues the citation, and determines that the
petition is legal in form and apparently contains the requisite
number of signatures and was submitted for filing within the
time prescribed in the Constitution, it shall issue its mandate
requiring the secretary of state to file it as of the date of sub-
mission for filing.

The decision of the superior court granting a writ of
mandate is final. [2003 ¢ 111 § 1819; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.79.160.
Prior: 1913 ¢ 138 § 13, part; RRS § 5409, part. Formerly
RCW 29.79.160.]

Initiative, referendum, time for filing: State Constitution Art. 2 § 1 (a) and
(d) (Amendment 7).

29A.72.190 Petitions—Appellate review. The deci-
sion of the superior court refusing to grant a writ of mandate
may be reviewed by the supreme court within five days after
the decision of the superior court. The review must be consid-
ered an emergency matter of public concern, and be heard
and determined with all convenient speed. If the supreme
court decides that the petitions are legal in form and appar-
ently contain the requisite number of signatures of legal vot-
ers, and were filed within the time prescribed in the Constitu-
tion, it shall issue its mandate directing the secretary of state
to file the petition as of the date of submission. [2003 ¢ 111
§ 1820; 1988 ¢ 202 § 28; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.79.170. Prior: 1913 ¢
138 § 13, part; RRS § 5409, part. Formerly RCW 29.79.170.]
Rules of court: Writ procedure superseded by RAP 2.1(b), 2.2, 18.22.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.72.200 Petitions—Destruction on final refusal.
If no appeal is taken from the refusal of the secretary of state
to file a petition within the time prescribed, or if an appeal is
taken and the secretary of state is not required to file the peti-
tion by the mandate of either the superior or the supreme
court, the secretary of state shall destroy it. [2003 ¢ 111 §
1821. Prior: 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.79.180; prior: 1913 ¢ 138 § 13,
part; RRS § 5409, part. Formerly RCW 29.79.180.]
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29A.72.210

29A.72.210 Petitions—Consolidation into volumes.
If the secretary of state accepts and files an initiative or refer-
endum petition upon its being submitted for filing or if he or
she is required to file it by the court, he or she shall, in the
presence of the person submitting such petition for filing if he
or she desires to be present, arrange and assemble the sheets
containing the signatures into such volumes as will be most
convenient for verification and canvassing and shall consec-
utively number the volumes and stamp the date of filing on
each volume. [2003 ¢ 111 § 1822. Prior: 1982 ¢ 116 § 14;
1965 ¢ 9 § 29.79.190; prior: 1913 ¢ 138 § 14; RRS § 5410.
Formerly RCW 29.79.190.]

29A.72.230 Petitions—Verification and canvass of
signatures, observers—Statistical sampling—Initiatives
to legislature, certification of. Upon the filing of an initia-
tive or referendum petition, the secretary of state shall pro-
ceed to verify and canvass the names of the legal voters on
the petition. The verification and canvass of signatures on the
petition may be observed by persons representing the advo-
cates and opponents of the proposed measure so long as they
make no record of the names, addresses, or other information
on the petitions or related records during the verification pro-
cess except upon the order of the superior court of Thurston
county. The secretary of state may limit the number of
observers to not less than two on each side, if in his or her
opinion, a greater number would cause undue delay or dis-
ruption of the verification process. Any such limitation shall
apply equally to both sides. The secretary of state may use
any statistical sampling techniques for this verification and
canvass which have been adopted by rule as provided by
chapter 34.05 RCW. No petition will be rejected on the basis
of any statistical method employed, and no petition will be
accepted on the basis of any statistical method employed if
such method indicates that the petition contains fewer than
the requisite number of signatures of legal voters. If the sec-
retary of state finds the same name signed to more than one
petition, he or she shall reject all but the first such valid sig-
nature. For an initiative to the legislature, the secretary of
state shall transmit a certified copy of the proposed measure
to the legislature at the opening of its session and, as soon as
the signatures on the petition have been verified and can-
vassed, the secretary of state shall send to the legislature a
certificate of the facts relating to the filing, verification, and
canvass of the petition. [2003 ¢ 111 § 1823. Prior: 1993 ¢ 368
§1;1982¢c 116 § 15; 1977 ex.s. ¢ 361 § 105; 1969 ex.s. c 107
§ 1; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.79.200; prior: 1933 ¢ 144 § 1; 1913 ¢ 138
§ 15; RRS § 5411. Formerly RCW 29.79.200.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.72.240 Count of signatures—Review. Any citi-
zen dissatisfied with the determination of the secretary of
state that an initiative or referendum petition contains or does
not contain the requisite number of signatures of legal voters
may, within five days after such determination, apply to the
superior court of Thurston county for a citation requiring the
secretary of state to submit the petition to said court for
examination, and for a writ of mandate compelling the certi-
fication of the measure and petition, or for an injunction to
prevent the certification thereof to the legislature, as the case
may be. Such application and all proceedings had thereunder

Title 29A RCW: Elections

shall take precedence over other cases and shall be speedily
heard and determined.

The decision of the superior court granting or refusing to
grant the writ of mandate or injunction may be reviewed by
the supreme court within five days after the decision of the
superior court, and if the supreme court decides that a writ of
mandate or injunction, as the case may be, should issue, it
shall issue the writ directed to the secretary of state; other-
wise, it shall dismiss the proceedings. The clerk of the
supreme court shall forthwith notify the secretary of state of
the decision of the supreme court. [2003 ¢ 111 § 1824. Prior:
1988 ¢ 202 § 29; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.79.210; prior: 1913 ¢ 138 §
17; RRS § 5413. Formerly RCW 29.79.210.]

Rules of court: Writ procedure superseded by RAP 2.1(b), 2.2, 18.22.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.72.250 Initiatives and referenda to the people—
Certificates of sufficiency. If a referendum or initiative peti-
tion for submission of a measure to the people is found suffi-
cient, the secretary of state shall at the time and in the manner
that he or she certifies to the county auditors of the various
counties the names of candidates for state and district officers
certify to each county auditor the serial numbers and ballot
titles of the several initiative and referendum measures and
serial numbers and short descriptions of measures submitted
for an advisory vote of the people to be voted upon at the next
ensuing general election or special election ordered by the
legislature. [2013 ¢ 11 § 75; 2008 ¢ 1 § 10 (Initiative Mea-
sure No. 960, approved November 6, 2007); 2003 ¢ 111 §
1825; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.79.230. Prior: 1913 ¢ 138 § 19; RRS §
5415. Formerly RCW 29.79.230.]
Findings—Intent—Construction—Severability—Subheadings and

part headings not law—Short title—Effective date—2008 ¢ 1 (Initiative
Measure No. 960): See notes following RCW 43.135.031.

29A.72.260 Rejected initiatives to legislature. When-
ever any measure proposed by initiative petition for submis-
sion to the legislature is rejected by the legislature or the leg-
islature takes no action thereon before the end of the regular
session at which it is submitted, the secretary of state shall
certify the serial number and ballot title thereof to the county
auditors for printing on the ballots at the next ensuing general
election in like manner as initiative measures for submission
to the people are certified. [2003 ¢ 111 § 1826. Prior: 1965 ¢
9 §29.79.270; prior: 1913 ¢ 138 § 21; RRS § 5417. Formerly
RCW 29.79.270.]

29A.72.270 Alternatives to initiatives to the legisla-
ture. If the legislature, having rejected a measure submitted
to it by initiative petition, proposes a different measure deal-
ing with the same subject, the secretary of state shall give that
measure the same number as that borne by the initiative mea-
sure followed by the letter "B." Such measure so designated
as "Alternative Measure No. . . . . B," together with the ballot
title thereof, when ascertained, shall be certified by the secre-
tary of state to the county auditors for printing on the ballots
for submission to the voters for their approval or rejection in
like manner as initiative measures for submission to the peo-
ple are certified. [2003 ¢ 111 § 1827. Prior: 1965 ¢ 9 §
29.79.280; prior: 1913 ¢ 138 § 22, part; RRS § 5418, part.
Formerly RCW 29.79.280.]
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29A.72.280 Concise description for alternative to ini-
tiative to the legislature. For a measure designated as
"Alternative Measure No. . . . . B," the secretary of state shall
obtain from the measure adopting the alternative, or other-
wise the attorney general, a concise description of the alterna-
tive measure that differs from the concise description of the
original initiative and indicates as clearly as possible the
essential differences between the two measures. [2003 ¢ 111
§ 1828. Prior: 2000 ¢ 197 § 6; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.79.290; prior:
1913 ¢ 138 § 22, part; RRS § 5418, part. Formerly RCW
29.79.290.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.72.283 Advisory vote on tax legislation—Short
description. Within five days of receipt of a measure for an
advisory vote of the people from the secretary of state under
RCW 29A.72.040 the attorney general shall formulate a short
description not exceeding thirty-three words and not subject
to appeal, of each tax increase and shall transmit a certified
copy of such short description meeting the requirements of
this section to the secretary of state. The description must be
formulated and displayed on the ballot substantially as fol-
lows:

"The legislature imposed, without a vote of the people, (iden-
tification of tax and description of increase), costing (most
up-to-date ten-year cost projection, expressed in dollars and
rounded to the nearest million) in its first ten years, for gov-
ernment spending. This tax increase should be:

Repealed
Maintained . . . ..

[

Saturdays, Sundays, and legal holidays are not counted in
calculating the time limits in this section. The words "This
tax increase should be: Repealed . . . [ ] Maintained ... [ ]"
are not counted in the thirty-three word limit for a short
description under this section. [2008 ¢ 1 § 8 (Initiative Mea-
sure No. 960, approved November 6, 2007).]
Findings—Intent—Construction—Severability—Subheadings and

part headings not law—Short title—Effective date—2008 ¢ 1 (Initiative
Measure No. 960): See notes following RCW 43.135.031.

29A.72.285 Advisory vote on tax legislation—Short
description filing and transmittal. When the short descrip-
tion is finally established under RCW 29A.72.283, the secre-
tary of state shall file the instrument establishing it with the
proposed measure and transmit a copy thereof by mail to the
chief clerk of the house of representatives, the secretary of
the senate, and to any other individuals who have made writ-
ten request for such notification. Thereafter such short
description shall be the description of the measure in all bal-
lots and other proceedings in relation thereto. [2008 ¢ 1 § 9
(Initiative Measure No. 960, approved November 6, 2007).]
Findings—Intent—Construction—Severability—Subheadings and

part headings not law—Short title—Effective date—2008 ¢ 1 (Initiative
Measure No. 960): See notes following RCW 43.135.031.

29A.72.290 Printing ballot titles and short descrip-
tions on ballots—Separate headings. The county auditor of
each county shall print on the official ballots for the election
at which initiative and referendum measures and measures

29A.76.010

for an advisory vote of the people are to be submitted to the
people for their approval or rejection, the serial numbers and
ballot titles certified by the secretary of state and the serial
numbers and short descriptions of measures for an advisory
vote of the people. They must appear under separate headings
in the order of the serial numbers as follows:

(1) Initiatives to the people;

(2) Referendum measures;

(3) Referendum bills;

(4) Initiatives to the legislature;

(5) Initiatives to the legislature and legislative alterna-
tives;

(6) Advisory votes;

(7) Proposed constitutional amendments. [2013 ¢ 11 §
76; 2008 ¢ 1 § 11 (Initiative Measure No. 960, approved
November 6, 2007); 2003 ¢ 111 § 1829; 1965 c 9 §
29.79.300. Prior: 1913 ¢ 138 § 23; RRS § 5419. Formerly
RCW 29.79.300.]

Findings—Intent—Construction—Severability—Subheadings and

part headings not law—Short title—Effective date—2008 ¢ 1 (Initiative
Measure No. 960): See notes following RCW 43.135.031.

Chapter 29A.76 RCW
REDISTRICTING

Sections

29A.76.010 Counties, municipal corporations, and special purpose dis-
tricts.

Boundary information.

Maps and census correspondence lists—Apportionment—
Duties of secretary of state.

Voluntary change to electoral system—Use of population data

regarding political parties.

29A.76.020
29A.76.040

29A.76.050

29A.76.010 Counties, municipal corporations, and
special purpose districts. (1) It is the responsibility of each
county, municipal corporation, and special purpose district
with a governing body comprised of internal director, coun-
cil, or commissioner districts not based on statutorily
required land ownership criteria to periodically redistrict its
governmental unit, based on population information from the
most recent federal decennial census.

(2) Within forty-five days after receipt of federal decen-
nial census information applicable to a specific local area, the
commission established in RCW 44.05.030 shall forward the
census information to each municipal corporation, county,
and district charged with redistricting under this section.

(3) Except as otherwise provided in chapter 301, Laws of
2018, no later than eight months after its receipt of federal
decennial census data, the governing body of the municipal
corporation, county, or district shall prepare a plan for redis-
tricting its internal or director districts.

(4) The plan shall be consistent with the following crite-
ria:

(a) Each internal director, council, or commissioner dis-
trict shall be as nearly equal in population as possible to each
and every other such district comprising the municipal corpo-
ration, county, or special purpose district.

(b) Each district shall be as compact as possible.

(c) Each district shall consist of geographically contigu-
ous area.

(d) Population data may not be used for purposes of
favoring or disfavoring any racial group or political party.
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29A.76.020

(e) To the extent feasible and if not inconsistent with the
basic enabling legislation for the municipal corporation,
county, or district, the district boundaries shall coincide with
existing recognized natural boundaries and shall, to the extent
possible, preserve existing communities of related and
mutual interest.

(5) During the adoption of its plan, the municipal corpo-
ration, county, or district shall ensure that full and reasonable
public notice of its actions is provided. Before adopting the
plan, the municipal corporation, county, or district must:

(a) Publish the draft plan and hold a meeting, including
notice and comment, within ten days of publishing the draft
plan and at least one week before adopting the plan; and

(b) Amend the draft as necessary after receiving public
comments and resubmit any amended draft plan for addi-
tional written public comment at least one week before
adopting the plan.

(6)(a) Any registered voter residing in an area affected
by the redistricting plan may request review of the adopted
local plan by the superior court of the county in which he or
she resides, within fifteen days of the plan's adoption. Any
request for review must specify the reason or reasons alleged
why the local plan is not consistent with the applicable redis-
tricting criteria. The municipal corporation, county, or dis-
trict may be joined as respondent. The superior court shall
thereupon review the challenged plan for compliance with
the applicable redistricting criteria set out in subsection (4) of
this section.

(b) If the superior court finds the plan to be consistent
with the requirements of this section, the plan shall take
effect immediately.

(c) If the superior court determines the plan does not
meet the requirements of this section, in whole or in part, it
shall remand the plan for further or corrective action within a
specified and reasonable time period.

(d) If the superior court finds that any request for review
is frivolous or has been filed solely for purposes of harass-
ment or delay, it may impose appropriate sanctions on the
party requesting review, including payment of attorneys' fees
and costs to the respondent municipal corporation, county, or
district. [2018 ¢ 301 § 8;2011 ¢ 349 § 26,2003 c 111 § 1901.
Prior: 1984 ¢ 13 §4; 1983 ¢ 16 § 15; 1982 ¢ 2 § 27. Formerly
RCW 29.70.100.]

Findings—Short title—2018 ¢ 301: See notes following RCW
36.32.051.
Effective date—2011 ¢ 349: See note following RCW 29A.04.255.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.76.020 Boundary information. The legislative
authority of each county and each city, town, and special pur-
pose district which lies within the county shall provide the
county auditor accurate information describing its geograph-
ical boundaries and the boundaries of its director, council, or
commissioner districts and shall ensure that the information
provided to the auditor is kept current. [2013 ¢ 11 § 77; 2003
¢ 111 § 1902. Prior: 1991 ¢ 178 § 2. Formerly RCW
29.15.026, 29.04.220.]

29A.76.040 Maps and census correspondence lists—
Apportionment—Duties of secretary of state. (1) With
regard to functions relating to census, apportionment, and the

Title 29A RCW: Elections

establishment of legislative and congressional districts, the
secretary of state shall:

(a) Coordinate and monitor precinct mapping functions
of the county auditors and county engineers;

(b) Maintain official state base maps and correspondence
lists and maintain an index of all such maps and lists;

(c) Furnish to the United States bureau of the census as
needed for the decennial census of population, current, accu-
rate, and easily readable versions of maps of all counties, cit-
ies, towns, and other areas of this state, which indicate cur-
rent precinct boundaries together with copies of the census
correspondence lists.

(2) The secretary of state shall serve as the state liaison
with the United States bureau of census on matters relating to
the preparation of maps and the tabulation of population for
apportionment purposes. [2003 ¢ 111 § 1904; 1989 ¢ 278 §
2; 1977 ex.s. ¢ 128 § 4; 1975-'76 2nd ex.s. ¢ 129 § 2. For-
merly RCW 29.04.140.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.76.050 Voluntary change to electoral system—
Use of population data regarding political parties. In any
change to its electoral system under RCW 29A.92.040 or
preparation of a redistricting plan under RCW 29A.92.040,
political subdivisions may use population data regarding
political parties only to the extent necessary to ensure com-
pliance with chapter 113, Laws of 2018 or federal law. [2018
c 113 § 502.]

Findings—Intent—Short title—2018 ¢ 113: See RCW 29A.92.005
and 29A.92.900.

Chapter 29A.76B RCW

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS AND
APPORTIONMENT

Reviser's note: The following material represents the congressional
portion of the redistricting plan filed with the legislature by the Washington
State Redistricting Commission on January 1, 2012, and as amended by
House Concurrent Resolution 4409 under RCW 44.05.100. For state legisla-
tive districts, see chapter 44.07E RCW.

RESOLUTION OF REDISTRICTING
CONGRESSIONAL and LEGISLATIVE DISTRICTS
AS AMENDED BY EHCR 4409

WHEREAS, Atrticle 11, section 43 of the Washington state Constitution
and chapter 44.05 RCW require that a commission be established in January
of each year ending in one, to provide for the redistricting of state legislative
and congressional districts as soon as possible following the federal decen-
nial census, but no later than January 1st of each year ending in two; and

WHEREAS, The United States Bureau of the Census conducted a cen-
sus of the United States on April 1, 2010, and reported the results of the cen-
sus to the state of Washington on February 23, 2011; and

WHEREAS, The Washington State Redistricting Commission was duly
constituted in January 2011, and undertook its constitutional and statutory
responsibilities for preparing a redistricting plan for the state of Washington;
and

WHEREAS, The Washington State Redistricting Commission held
numerous public hearings throughout the state and solicited public comment
and third-party plans in accordance with its rules, chapter 417-06 WAC; and

WHEREAS, The Washington State Redistricting Commission has
adopted by a unanimous vote a Final Plan and Resolution of the Redistricting
Commission on this date January 1, 2012, in conformity with the constitu-
tional requirement that it do so as soon as possible following the federal
decennial census, but no later than January 1st of each year ending in two;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, THAT



Congressional Districts and Apportionment

FIRST, It is the intent of the Commission to redistrict the congressional
and legislative districts of the state of Washington in accordance with the
Constitution and laws of the United States and the state of Washington; and

SECOND, The definitions set forth in RCW 44.05.020 apply throughout
this plan, unless the context requires otherwise; and

THIRD, In every case the population of the congressional and legisla-
tive districts described by this plan has been ascertained on the basis of the
total number of persons found inhabiting such areas as of April 1, 2010, in
accordance with the 2010 federal decennial census data submitted pursuant
to P.L. 94-171; and

FOURTH, Pursuant to the most recent certificate of entitlement from the
Clerk of the United States House of Representatives as required by 2 U.S.C.
Sec. 2a, the territory of the state shall be divided into ten congressional dis-
tricts. The congressional districts described by this plan shall be those
recorded as *C-JOINTSUB_2-1, maintained in electronic files designated as
*C-JOINTSUB _2-1, which are public records of the Commission. As soon as
practicable after approval and submission of this plan to the Legislature, the
Commission shall publish *C-JOINTSUB_2-1; and

FIFTH, The legislative districts described by this plan shall be those
recorded as *L-JOINTSUB _3-2, maintained in electronic files designated as
*L-JOINTSUB 3-2, which are public records of the Commission. As soon as
practicable after approval and submission of this plan to the Legislature, the
Commission shall publish *L-JOINTSUB_3-2; and

SIXTH, The Commission recognizes that existing state law shall con-
tinue to govern such matters as the terms and dates of election for members
of the state Senate to be elected from each district, the status of "hold-over"
senators, and the elections to fill vacancies, when required. Districts referred
to in existing law and designated by number shall refer to districts of the
same number described in this plan, beginning with the next elections in
2012; and

SEVENTH, This Commission intends that this plan supersede the dis-
trict boundaries established by chapters 29A.76A and 44.07D RCW for con-
gressional and legislative districts, respectively; and

EIGHTH, If any provision of this plan or its application to any person or
circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of the plan or its application to
other persons or circumstances is not affected; and

NINTH, For purposes of this plan, districts shall be described in terms
of:

(1) Official United States Census Bureau tracts, Block Groups, or blocks
established by the United States Census Bureau in the 2010 federal decennial
census or specifically delineated portions thereof; and

(2) Local political subdivisions, such as counties, municipalities, school
districts, voting precincts, or other political subdivisions as they existed on
January 1, 2010; and

(3) Any durable and significant natural or artificial boundaries or monu-
ments including but not limited to rivers, streams, or lakes as they existed on
January 1, 2010; and

(4) Roads, streets, or highways as they existed on January 1, 2010; and

(5) Where the boundary of any Census tract, Block Group, or block
listed herein is defined by a visible feature, or by the boundary of a county,
voting precinct, school district, urban growth area, or incorporated city or
town, the boundary of that Census tract, Block Group, or block shall be con-
sidered to follow the actual location of that feature or boundary as of January
1, 2010, should this differ from the location mapped by the United States
Census Bureau; and

(6) Where the boundary of any Census tract, Block Group, or block
listed herein is defined by a roadway, and the boundary of an incorporated
city or town lies along a right-of-way line of that roadway, the County Audi-
tor may consider the boundary of that tract, Block Group, or block to follow
the corporate limits of that city or town for the purpose of implementing this
plan; and

TENTH, Any area not specifically included within the boundaries of
any of the districts as described in this plan; any area described in this plan
as specifically embraced in two or more districts; and other specified
instances of omissions or errors, shall be resolved in accordance with the cri-
teria detailed in Attachment A.

*Reviser's note: The redistricting plan filed with the Legislature was
amended by House Concurrent Resolution 4409. The Washington State
Redistricting Commission has published updated electronic files, designated
as CONG_AMEND _ FINAL for the Congressional portion of the plan and
LEG_AMEND _ FINAL for the Legislative portion of the plan, incorporating
the changes made by the Legislature. These files are maintained as public
records of the Commission.

ATTACHMENT A

Chapter 29A.76B

CRITERIA FOR RESOLVING ERRORS AND OMISSIONS AFTER
ADOPTION
OF THE 2012 PLAN

(A) If any area is not included in any district as described herein, it shall
be assigned to a district as follows:

(1) If the area is surrounded by or adjacent to a single district, it shall be
a part of that district.

(2) If the area is adjacent to more than one district:

(a) The area shall be a part of the adjacent district that is not separated
from the area by a county boundary;

(b) If more than one district satisfies criterion (a), the area shall be a part
of the adjacent district that is not separated from the area by a municipal
boundary;

(c) If more than one district satisfies criteria (a) and (b), the area shall be
a part of the adjacent district that has the least population of all adjacent dis-
tricts that satisfy criteria (a) and (b);

(d) If more than one district satisfies criteria (a), (b), and (c), the area
shall be a part of the adjacent district satisfying criteria (a), (b), and (c) with
which the area shares the longest land boundary;

(e) If all districts that satisfy criterion (a) fail to satisfy criterion (b), the
area shall be a part of the adjacent district that has the least population of all
adjacent districts that satisfy criterion (a);

(f) If all districts that satisfy criterion (a) fail to satisfy criterion (b), and
more than one district satisfies criteria (a) and (e), the area shall be a part of
the adjacent district satisfying criteria (a) and (e¢) with which the area shares
the longest land boundary.

(B) If any area is included within more than one district as described
herein, it shall be assigned to only one district, following the criteria in (A)
above, with the additional condition that the area must be assigned to one of
the districts within which it is included as described herein.

(C) If any district described herein is found to consist of multiple nonad-
jacent areas, the area having the largest population shall be considered to be
the district, and the area(s) with lesser population shall be assigned following
the criteria in (A) above, with the following exception:

If a land area is completely separated from the remaining land area of
the district to which it has been assigned solely by Census blocks consisting
entirely of water, and if the intervening Census water blocks have been
assigned to a different district, and the area is accessible from the remainder
of its district by bridge or ferry, then the area shall remain a part of the dis-
trict to which it is assigned herein, and the intervening water Census blocks
shall also be reassigned to that district.

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS

For block boundaries, please refer to RCW 29A.76B online at
app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/
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Sections

29A.80.010
29A.80.020
29A.80.030
29A.80.031
29A.80.041
29A.80.051
29A.80.061

No link between voter and ballot choice—Exception: RCW 294.08.161.

Political Parties 29A.80.030

Chapter 29A.80 RCW
POLITICAL PARTIES

Rule-making authority.

State committee.

County central committee—Organization meetings.
Precinct committee officer.

Precinct committee officer, eligibility.

Precinct committee officer—Election—Term.
Legislative district chair—FElection—Term—Removal.

Party affiliation not required: RCW 29A4.08.166.

29A.80.010 Rule-making authority. Each political party organiza-
tion may adopt rules governing its own organization and the nonstatutory
functions of that organization. [2005 ¢ 2 § 14 (Initiative Measure No. 872,
approved November 2, 2004); 2003 ¢ 111 § 2001; 1977 ex.s. ¢ 329 § 16;
1965 ¢ 9 § 29.42.010. Prior: 1961 ¢ 130 § 2; prior: 1943 ¢ 178 § 1, part; 1939
c48 § 1, part; 1927 ¢ 200 § 1, part; 1925 ex.s. ¢ 158 § 1, part; 1909 ¢ 82 § 6,
part; 1907 ¢ 209 § 22, part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 5198, part. Formerly RCW
29.42.010.]

Reviser's note: RCW 29A.80.010 was amended by 2005 ¢ 2 § 14 (Ini-
tiative Measure No. 872) without cognizance of its repeal by 2004 ¢ 271 §
193. For rule of construction, see RCW 1.12.025.

Short title—Intent—Contingent effective date—2005 ¢ 2 (Initiative
Measure No. 872): See notes following RCW 29A.52.112.

29A.80.010 Authority—Generally. [2003 ¢ 111 § 2001; 1977 ex.s.
¢ 329 § 16; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.42.010. Prior: 1961 ¢ 130 § 2; prior: 1943 ¢ 178 §
1, part; 1939 ¢ 48 § 1, part; 1927 ¢ 200 § 1, part; 1925 ex.s. ¢ 158 § 1, part;
1909 ¢ 82 § 6, part; 1907 ¢ 209 § 22, part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 5198, part. For-
merly RCW 29.42.010.] Repealed by 2004 ¢ 271 § 193.

Reviser's note: RCW 29A.80.010 was amended by 2005 ¢ 2 § 14 (Ini-
tiative Measure No. 872) without cognizance of its repeal by 2004 ¢ 271 §
193. For rule of construction, see RCW 1.12.025.

29A.80.020 State committee. The state committee of
each major political party consists of one committeeman and
one committeewoman from each county elected by the
county central committee at its organization meeting. It must
have a chair and vice chair of opposite sexes. This committee
shall meet during January of each odd-numbered year for the
purpose of organization at a time and place designated by a
notice mailed at least one week before the date of the meeting
to all new state committeemen and committeewomen by the
authorized officers of the retiring committee. At its organiza-
tional meeting it shall elect its chair and vice chair, and such
officers as its bylaws may provide, and adopt bylaws, rules,
and regulations. It may:

(1) Call conventions at such time and place and under
such circumstances and for such purposes as the call to con-
vention designates. The manner, number, and procedure for
selection of state convention delegates is subject to the com-
mittee's rules and regulations duly adopted;

(2) Provide for the election of delegates to national con-
ventions;

(3) Provide for the nomination of presidential electors;
and

(4) Perform all functions inherent in such an organiza-
tion.

Notwithstanding any provision of this chapter, the com-
mittee may not adopt rules governing the conduct of the
actual proceedings at a party state convention. [2013 ¢ 11 §
79;2003 ¢ 111 §2002; 1987 ¢ 295 § 11; 1972 ex.s.c 45§ 1;
1965 ¢ 9 § 29.42.020. Prior: 1961 ¢ 130 § 3; prior: 1943 ¢ 178
§ 1, part; 1939 ¢ 48 § 1, part; 1927 ¢ 200 § 1, part; 1925 ex.s.
c 158 § 1, part; 1909 ¢ 82 § 6, part; 1907 ¢ 209 § 22, part;
Rem. Supp. 1943 § 5198, part. Formerly RCW 29.42.020.]

29A.80.030 County central committee—Organiza-
tion meetings. The county central committee of each major
political party consists of the precinct committee officers of
the party from the several voting precincts of the county. Fol-
lowing each state general election held in even-numbered
years, this committee shall meet for the purpose of organiza-
tion at an easily accessible location within the county, subse-
quent to the certification of precinct committee officers by



29A.80.031

the county auditor and no later than the second Saturday of
the following January. The authorized officers of the retiring
committee shall cause notice of the time and place of the
meeting to be mailed to each precinct committee officer at
least seventy-two hours before the date of the meeting.

At its organization meeting, the county central commit-
tee shall elect a chair and vice chair of opposite sexes. [2003
c111§2003; 1987 ¢ 295§ 12;1973¢85§1;1973c4§5;
1965 ¢ 9 § 29.42.030. Prior: 1961 ¢ 130 § 4; prior: 1943 ¢ 178
§ 1, part; 1939 ¢ 48 § 1, part; 1927 ¢ 200 § 1, part; 1925 ex.s.
c 158 § 1, part; 1909 ¢ 82 § 6, part; 1907 ¢ 209 § 22, part;
Rem. Supp. 1943 § 5198, part. Formerly RCW 29.42.030.]

29A.80.031 Precinct committee officer. If a vacancy
occurs in the office of precinct committee officer by reason of
death, resignation, or disqualification of the incumbent, or
because of failure to elect, the respective county chair of the
county central committee shall fill the vacancy by appoint-
ment. However, in a legislative district having a majority of
its precincts in a county with a population of one million or
more, the appointment may be made only upon the recom-
mendation of the legislative district chair. The person so
appointed must have the same qualifications as candidates
when filing for election to the office for that precinct. When
a vacancy in the office of precinct committee officer exists
because of failure to elect at a state primary, the vacancy may
not be filled until after the organization meeting of the county
central committee and the new county chair has been selected
as provided by RCW 29A.80.030. [2004 ¢ 271 § 120. For-
merly RCW 29A.28.071.]

29A.80.041 Precinct committee officer, eligibility.
Any member of a major political party who is a registered
voter in the precinct and who will be at least eighteen years
old by thedate of the precinct committee officer election may
file his or her declaration of candidacy as prescribed under
RCW 29A.24.031 with the county auditor for the office of
precinct committee officer of his or her party in that precinct.
When elected at the primary, the precinct committee officer
shall serve so long as the committee officer remains an eligi-
ble voter in that precinct. [2020 ¢ 208 § 19; 2009 ¢ 106 § 3;
2004 ¢ 271 § 148.]

Short title—Findings—2020 ¢ 208: See notes following RCW
29A.08.210.

29A.80.051 Precinct committee officer—Election—
Term. The statutory requirements for filing as a candidate at
the primaries apply to candidates for precinct committee offi-
cer. The office must be voted upon at the primaries, and the
names of all candidates in contested races must appear under
the proper party and office designations on the ballot for the
primary for each even-numbered year. The candidate receiv-
ing the highest number of votes will be declared elected. The
term of office of precinct committee officer is two years,
commencing the first day of December following the pri-
mary. [2012 ¢ 89 § 5;2004 ¢ 271 § 149.]

Intent—Finding—Effective date—2012 ¢ 89: See notes following
RCW 29A.24.311.

29A.80.061 Legislative district chair—Election—
Term—Removal. Within forty-five days after the statewide
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general election in even-numbered years, the county chair of
each major political party shall call separate meetings of all
elected precinct committee officers in each legislative district
for the purpose of electing a legislative district chair in such
district. The district chair shall hold office until the next leg-
islative district reorganizational meeting two years later, or
until a successor is elected.

The legislative district chair may be removed only by the
majority vote of the elected precinct committee officers in the
chair's district. [2004 ¢ 271 § 150.]

Reviser's note: As to the constitutionality of this section, see Pilloud v.
King Cty. Republican Cent. Comm., 189 Wn.2d 599, 404 P.3d 500 (2017).

Chapter 29A.84 RCW
CRIMES AND PENALTIES

Sections
GENERAL PROVISIONS

29A.84.010
29A.84.020
29A.84.030
29A.84.040
29A.84.050
29A.84.060

Voting, registration irregularities.

Violations by officers.

Penalty.

Political advertising, removing or defacing.
Tampering with registration form, ballot declaration.
Native American voting rights—Civil actions.

REGISTRATION

29A.84.110
29A.84.120
29A.84.130
29A.84.140
29A.84.150

Officials' violations.

Disenfranchisement or discrimination.
Voter violations.

Unqualified registration.

Misuse, alteration of registration database.

PETITIONS AND SIGNATURES

29A.84.210
29A.84.220
29A.84.230

Violations by officers.

Violations—Corrupt practices—Recall petitions.

Violations by signers—Initiative, referendum petitions—Pen-
alty.

Violations by signers, officers—Recall petitions—Penalty.

Violations—Corrupt practices—Initiative, referendum peti-
tions.

Petitions—Improperly signing.

Duplication of names—Conspiracy—Criminal and civil liabil-
ity.

Paid petition solicitors—Finding.

29A.84.240
29A.84.250

29A.84.261
29A.84.270

29A.84.280
FILING FOR OFFICE, DECLARATIONS, AND NOMINATIONS

29A.84.311
29A.84.320

Candidacy declarations, nominating petitions.
Duplicate, nonexistent, untrue names—Penalty.

BALLOTS

29A.84.410
29A.84.420

Unlawful appropriation, printing, or distribution.
Unauthorized examination of ballots, election materials—
Revealing information.

VOTING CENTER

29A.84.510
29A.84.520

Acts prohibited in voting center—Prohibited practices.

Electioneering at voting center or ballot drop location by elec-
tion officers forbidden.

Refusing to leave voting booth.

Ballots—Removing from voting center or ballot drop location.

Paper record from direct recording electronic voting device—
Removing from voting center.

Tampering with materials.

Voting machines, devices—Tampering with—Extra keys.

VOTING

29A.84.530
29A.84.540
29A.84.545

29A.84.550
29A.84.560

29A.84.610
29A.84.620
29A.84.630
29A.84.640
29A.84.650
29A.84.655
29A.84.660
29A.84.680

Deceptive, incorrect vote recording.
Hindering or bribing voter.
Influencing voter to withhold vote.
Solicitation of bribe by voter.
Repeaters.

Tabulation of invalid ballots.
Unqualified persons voting.
Ballots—Violation.
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CANVASSING AND CERTIFYING

29A.84.711 Documents regarding nomination, election, candidacy—
Frauds and falsehoods.

29A.84.720 Officers—Violations generally.

29A.84.730 Divulging ballot count.

No link between voter and ballot choices—Exception: RCW 294.08.161.

Party affiliation not required: RCW 294.08.166.

GENERAL PROVISIONS

29A.84.010 Voting, registration irregularities. (1) A
county auditor who suspects a person of fraudulent voter reg-
istration, vote tampering, or irregularities in voting shall
transmit his or her suspicions and observations without delay
to the canvassing board.

(2) The county auditor shall make a good faith effort to
contact the person in question without delay. If the county
auditor is unable to contact the person, or if, after contacting
the person, the auditor still suspects fraudulent voter registra-
tion, vote tampering, or irregularities in voting, the auditor
shall refer the issue to the county prosecuting attorney to
determine if further action is warranted.

(3) When a complaint providing information concerning
fraudulent voter registration, vote tampering, or irregularities
in voting is presented to the office of the prosecuting attor-
ney, that office shall file charges in all cases where war-
ranted. [2003 ¢ 111 § 2101; 2001 ¢ 41 § 12. Formerly RCW
29.85.245.]

29A.84.020 Violations by officers. Every officer who
willfully violates RCW 29A.56.110 through 29A.56.270, for
the violation of which no penalty is prescribed in this title or
who willfully fails to comply with the provisions of RCW
29A.56.110 through 29A.56.270 is guilty of a gross misde-
meanor. [2011 ¢ 10 § 67; 2003 ¢ 111 § 2102; 1965 ¢ 9 §
29.82.210. Prior: 1953 ¢ 113 § 1; prior: 1913 ¢ 146 § 16, part;
RRS § 5365, part. Formerly RCW 29.82.210.]

Notice to registered poll voters—Elections by mail—2011 ¢ 10: See
note following RCW 29A.04.008.

29A.84.030 Penalty. A person who willfully violates
any provision of this title regarding the conduct of mail ballot
primaries or elections is guilty of a class C felony punishable
under RCW 9A.20.021. [2003 ¢ 111 § 2103; 2001 c 241 §
21. Formerly RCW 29.38.070.]

29A.84.040 Political advertising, removing or defac-
ing. A person who removes or defaces lawfully placed polit-
ical advertising including yard signs or billboards without
authorization is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable to the
same extent as a misdemeanor that is punishable under RCW
9A.20.021. The defacement or removal of each item consti-
tutes a separate violation. [2003 ¢ 111 § 2104. Prior: 1991 ¢
81 § 19; 1984 ¢ 216 § 5. Formerly RCW 29.85.275.]
Political advertising

generally: RCW 42.174.320 through 42.17A4.340.
rates for candidates: RCW 65.16.095.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.84.050 Tampering with registration form, ballot
declaration. (1) A person who knowingly destroys, alters,
defaces, conceals, or discards a completed voter registration

29A.84.110

form or signed ballot declaration is guilty of a gross misde-
meanor. This section does not apply to (a) the voter who com-
pleted the form or declaration, or (b) a county auditor who
acts as authorized by law.

(2) Any person who intentionally fails to return another
person's completed voter registration form or signed ballot
declaration to the proper state or county elections office by
the applicable deadline is guilty of a gross misdemeanor.
[2011 ¢ 10 § 68; 2005 ¢ 243 § 23.]

Notice to registered poll voters—Elections by mail—2011 ¢ 10: See
note following RCW 29A.04.008.

29A.84.060 Native American voting rights—Civil
actions. (1) The attorney general may bring a civil action for
such declaratory or injunctive relief as is necessary to carry
out the provisions of RCW 29A.40.170 (3) and (4) in the
superior court of the county in which the violation is alleged
to have occurred.

(2) A person or federally recognized tribal government
may bring a civil action for declaratory or injunctive relief
with respect to RCW 29A.08.112(3), 29.08.310(2), or
29A.40.170 (3) and (4), in the superior court of the county in
which the violation is alleged to have occurred if:

(a) In the case of a violation that occurs more than one
hundred twenty days before an election, that person or tribal
government provides notice of the violation to the secretary
of state, the violation remains, and ninety days or more have
passed since the secretary of state has received the written
notice;

(b) In the case of a violation that occurs one hundred
twenty days or fewer before an election, that person or tribal
government provides notice of the violation to the secretary
of state, the violation remains and twenty days or more have
passed since the secretary of state has received the written
notice; or

(c) In the case of a violation that occurs thirty days or
fewer before an election, without providing notice of the vio-
lation to the secretary of state. [2019¢ 6 § 7.]

REGISTRATION

29A.84.110 Officials' violations. If any county auditor
or registration assistant:

(1) Willfully neglects or refuses to perform any duty
required by law in connection with the registration of voters;
or

(2) Willfully neglects or refuses to perform such duty in
the manner required by voter registration law; or

(3) Enters or causes or permits to be entered on the voter
registration records the name of any person in any other man-
ner or at any other time than as prescribed by voter registra-
tion law or enters or causes or permits to be entered on such
records the name of any person not entitled to be thereon; or

(4) Destroys, mutilates, conceals, changes, or alters any
registration record in connection therewith except as autho-
rized by voter registration law,
he or she is guilty of a gross misdemeanor punishable to the
same extent as a gross misdemeanor that is punishable under
RCW 9A.20.021. [2003 ¢ 111 § 2105. Prior: 1994 ¢ 57 § 24;
1991 ¢ 81 § 11; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.85.190; prior: 1933 ¢ 1 § 26;



29A.84.120

RRS § 5114-26; prior: 1889 p 418 § 15; RRS § 5133. For-
merly RCW 29.07.400, 29.85.190.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.84.120 Disenfranchisement or discrimination.
An election officer or a person who intentionally disenfran-
chises an eligible citizen or discriminates against a person eli-
gible to vote by denying voter registration is guilty of a mis-
demeanor punishable under RCW 9A.20.021. [2003 c 111 §
2106. Prior: 2001 ¢ 41 § 2. Formerly RCW 29.07.405.]

29A.84.130 Voter violations. Any person who:

(1) Knowingly provides false information on an applica-
tion for voter registration under any provision of this title;

(2) Knowingly makes or attests to a false declaration as
to his or her qualifications as a voter;

(3) Knowingly causes or permits himself or herself to be
registered using the name of another person;

(4) Knowingly causes himself or herself to be registered
under two or more different names;

(5) Knowingly causes himself or herself to be registered
in two or more counties;

(6) Offers to pay another person to assist in registering
voters, where payment is based on a fixed amount of money
per voter registration;

(7) Accepts payment for assisting in registering voters,
where payment is based on a fixed amount of money per
voter registration; or

(8) Knowingly causes any person to be registered or
causes any registration to be transferred or canceled except as
authorized under this title,
is guilty of a class C felony punishable under RCW
9A.20.021. [2003 ¢ 111 § 2107. Prior: 1994 ¢ 57 § 25; 1991
c81§12;1990 ¢ 143 § 12; 1977 ex.s. ¢ 361 § 110; 1965 ¢ 9
§29.85.200; prior: 1933 ¢ 1 § 27; RRS § 5114-27; prior: 1893
c45§5;1889 p 418 § 16; RRS § 5136. Formerly RCW
29.07.410, 29.85.200.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.84.140 Unqualified registration. (Effective until
September 1, 2023.) A person who knows that he or she does
not possess the legal qualifications of a voter and who regis-
ters to vote is guilty of a class C felony. This section does not
apply to persons age sixteen or seventeen signing up to regis-
ter to vote as authorized under RCW 29A.08.170. [2018 ¢
109 § 13; 2005 ¢ 246 § 22;2003 ¢ 111 § 2108. Prior: 2001 ¢
41 § 13. Formerly RCW 29.85.249.]

Findings—Intent—Effective date—2018 ¢ 109: See notes following
RCW 29A.08.170.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.84.140 Unqualified registration. (Effective Sep-
tember 1, 2023.) A person who knows that he or she does not
possess the legal qualifications of a voter and who registers to
vote is guilty of a class C felony. This section does not apply
to persons age sixteen or seventeen signing up to register to
vote as authorized under RCW 29A.08.170 or
29A.08.355(2). [2020 ¢ 208 § 20; 2018 ¢ 109 § 13; 2005 ¢
246 § 22,2003 ¢ 111 § 2108. Prior: 2001 ¢ 41 § 13. Formerly
RCW 29.85.249.]

Title 29A RCW: Elections

Effective date—2020 c 208 §§ 7, 8, 18, 20, and 21: See note following
RCW 29A.08.355.

Short title—Findings—2020 ¢ 208: See notes following RCW
29A.08.210.

Findings—Intent—Effective date—2018 ¢ 109: See notes following
RCW 29A.08.170.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.84.150 Misuse, alteration of registration data-
base. Any state or local election officer, or a designee, who
has access to any county or statewide voter registration data-
base who knowingly uses or alters information in the data-
base inconsistent with the performance of his or her duties is
guilty of a class C felony, punishable under RCW 9A.20.021.
[2004 ¢ 267 § 138.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

PETITIONS AND SIGNATURES

29A.84.210 Violations by officers. Every officer who
willfully violates any of the provisions of chapter 29A.72
RCW or RCW 29A.32.010 through 29A.32.121, for the vio-
lation of which no penalty is herein prescribed, or who will-
fully fails to comply with the provisions of chapter 29A.72
RCW or RCW 29A.32.010 through 29A.32.121, is guilty of
a gross misdemeanor punishable to the same extent as a gross
misdemeanor that is punishable under RCW 9A.20.021.
[2013 ¢ 11 § 80;2003 c 111 § 2109; 1993 ¢ 256 § 3; 1965¢ 9
§ 29.79.480. Prior: 1913 ¢ 138 § 32, part; RRS § 5428, part.
Formerly RCW 29.79.480.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.84.220 Violations—Corrupt practices—Recall
petitions. Every person is guilty of a gross misdemeanor,
who:

(1) For any consideration, compensation, gratuity,
reward, or thing of value or promise thereof, signs or declines
to sign any recall petition; or

(2) Advertises in any newspaper, magazine or other peri-
odical publication, or in any book, pamphlet, circular, or let-
ter, or by means of any sign, signboard, bill, poster, handbill,
or card, or in any manner whatsoever, that he or she will
either for or without compensation or consideration circulate,
solicit, procure, or obtain signatures upon, or influence or
induce or attempt to influence or induce persons to sign or not
to sign any recall petition or vote for or against any recall; or

(3) For pay or any consideration, compensation, gratuity,
reward, or thing of value or promise thereof, circulates, or
solicits, procures, or obtains or attempts to procure or obtain
signatures upon any recall petition; or

(4) Pays or offers or promises to pay, or gives or offers or
promises to give any consideration, compensation, gratuity,
reward, or thing of value to any person to induce him or her
to sign or not to sign, or to circulate or solicit, procure, or
attempt to procure or obtain signatures upon any recall peti-
tion, or to vote for or against any recall; or

(5) By any other corrupt means or practice or by threats
or intimidation interferes with or attempts to interfere with
the right of any legal voter to sign or not to sign any recall
petition or to vote for or against any recall; or
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(6) Receives, accepts, handles, distributes, pays out, or
gives away, directly or indirectly, any money, consideration,
compensation, gratuity, reward, or thing of value contributed
by or received from any person, firm, association, or corpora-
tion whose residence or principal office is, or the majority of
whose stockholders are nonresidents of the state of Washing-
ton, for any service, work, or assistance of any kind done or
rendered for the purpose of aiding in procuring signatures
upon any recall petition or the adoption or rejection of any
recall. [2003 ¢ 111 § 2110; 1984 ¢ 170 § 12; 1965 ¢ 9 §
29.82.220. Prior: 1953 ¢ 113 § 2; prior: 1913 ¢ 146 § 16, part;
RRS § 5365, part. Formerly RCW 29.82.220.]

Misconduct in signing a petition: RCW 9.44.080.

29A.84.230 Violations by signers—Initiative, refer-
endum petitions—Penalty. (1) Every person who signs an
initiative or referendum petition with any other than his or her
true name is guilty of a class C felony punishable under RCW
9A.20.021.

(2) Every person who knowingly signs more than one
petition for the same initiative or referendum measure or who
signs an initiative or referendum petition knowing that he or
she is not a legal voter or who makes a false statement as to
his or her residence on any initiative or referendum petition,
is guilty of a gross misdemeanor. [2003 ¢ 111 § 2111; 2003
€53 §182;1993 ¢ 256 §2; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.79.440. Prior: 1913
c 138 § 31; RRS § 5427. Formerly RCW 29.79.440,
29.79.450, 29.79.460, 29.79.470.]

Reviser's note: This section was amended by 2003 ¢ 53 § 182 and by
2003 ¢ 111 § 2111, each without reference to the other. Both amendments are

incorporated in the publication of this section under RCW 1.12.025(2). For
rule of construction, see RCW 1.12.025(1).

Intent—Effective date—2003 ¢ 53: See notes following RCW
2.48.180.
Misconduct in signing a petition: RCW 9.44.080.
Only registered voters may vote—Exception: RCW 29A4.04.210.
Registration, information from voter as to qualifications: RCW 294.08.210.
Residence

contingencies affecting: State Constitution Art. 6 § 4.
defined: RCW 294.04.151.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.84.240 Violations by signers, officers—Recall
petitions—Penalty. (1) Every person who signs a recall
petition with any other than his or her true name is guilty of a
class B felony punishable according to chapter 9A.20 RCW.

(2) Every person who knowingly (a) signs more than one
petition for the same recall, (b) signs a recall petition when he
or she is not a legal voter, or (c) makes a false statement as to
residence on any recall petition is guilty of a gross misde-
meanor.

(3) Every registration officer who makes any false report
or certificate on any recall petition is guilty of a gross misde-
meanor. [2004 ¢ 266 § 19. Prior: 2003 ¢ 111 § 2112; 2003 ¢
53§ 183;1984 ¢ 170 § 11; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.82.170; prior: 1913
c 146 § 15; RRS § 5364. Formerly RCW 29.82.170,
29.82.180, 29.82.190, 29.82.200.]

Intent—Effective date—2003 ¢ 53: See notes following RCW
2.48.180.
Misconduct in signing a petition: RCW 9.44.080.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.84.270

29A.84.250 Violations—Corrupt practices—Initia-
tive, referendum petitions. Every person is guilty of a gross
misdemeanor who:

(1) For any consideration or gratuity or promise thereof,
signs or declines to sign any initiative or referendum petition;
or

(2) Provides or receives consideration for soliciting or
procuring signatures on an initiative or referendum petition if
any part of the consideration is based upon the number of sig-
natures solicited or procured, or offers to provide or agrees to
receive such consideration any of which is based on the num-
ber of signatures solicited or procured; or

(3) Gives or offers any consideration or gratuity to any
person to induce him or her to sign or not to sign or to vote for
or against any initiative or referendum measure; or

(4) Interferes with or attempts to interfere with the right
of any voter to sign or not to sign an initiative or referendum
petition or with the right to vote for or against an initiative or
referendum measure by threats, intimidation, or any other
corrupt means or practice; or

(5) Receives, handles, distributes, pays out, or gives
away, directly or indirectly, money or any other thing of
value contributed by or received from any person, firm, asso-
ciation, or corporation whose residence or principal office is,
or the majority of whose members or stockholders have their
residence outside, the state of Washington, for any service
rendered for the purpose of aiding in procuring signatures
upon any initiative or referendum petition or for the purpose
of aiding in the adoption or rejection of any initiative or ref-
erendum measure. This subsection does not apply to or pro-
hibit any activity that is properly reported in accordance with
the applicable provisions of chapter 42.17A RCW.

A gross misdemeanor under this section is punishable to
the same extent as a gross misdemeanor that is punishable
under RCW 9A.20.021. [2011 ¢ 60 § 14;2003 c 111 § 2113;
1993 ¢ 256 § 4; 1975-'76 2nd ex.s. ¢ 112 § 2; 1965 ¢ 9 §
29.79.490. Prior: 1913 ¢ 138 § 32, part; RRS § 5428, part.
Formerly RCW 29.79.490.]

Effective date—2011 ¢ 60: See RCW 42.17A.919.
Misconduct in signing a petition: RCW 9.44.080.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.84.261 Petitions—Improperly signing. The fol-
lowing apply to persons signing filing fee petitions pre-
scribed by RCW 29A.24.101:

(1) A person who signs a petition with any other than his
or her name shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.

(2) A person shall be guilty of a misdemeanor if the per-
son knowingly: Signs more than one petition for any single
candidacy of any single candidate; signs the petition when he
or she is not a legal voter; or makes a false statement as to his
or her residence. [2013 ¢ 11 § 81;2004 ¢ 271 § 184.]

29A.84.270 Duplication of names—Conspiracy—
Criminal and civil liability. Any person who with intent to
mislead or confuse the electors conspires with another person
who has a surname similar to an incumbent seeking reelec-
tion to the same office, or to an opponent for the same office
whose political reputation has been well established, by per-
suading such other person to file for such office with no
intention of being elected, but to defeat the incumbent or the



29A.84.280

well known opponent, is guilty of a class B felony punishable
according to chapter 9A.20 RCW. In addition, all conspira-
tors are subject to a suit for civil damages, the amount of
which may not exceed the salary that the injured person
would have received had he or she been elected or reelected.
[2004 ¢ 266 § 20. Prior: 2003 ¢ 111 § 2115; 2003 ¢ 53 § 178;
1965 ¢ 9 § 29.18.080; prior: 1943 ¢ 198 § 6; Rem. Supp. 1943
§ 5213-15. Formerly RCW 29.15.110, 29.18.080.]

Intent—Effective date—2003 ¢ 53: See notes following RCW
2.48.180.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.84.280 Paid petition solicitors—Finding. The
legislature finds that paying a worker, whose task it is to
secure the signatures of voters on initiative or referendum
petitions, on the basis of the number of signatures the worker
secures on the petitions encourages the introduction of fraud
in the signature gathering process. Such a form of payment
may act as an incentive for the worker to encourage a person
to sign a petition which the person is not qualified to sign or
to sign a petition for a ballot measure even if the person has
already signed a petition for the measure. Such payments also
threaten the integrity of the initiative and referendum process
by providing an incentive for misrepresenting the nature or
effect of a ballot measure in securing petition signatures for
the measure. [2003 ¢ 111 § 2116. Prior: 1993 ¢ 256 § 1. For-
merly RCW 29.79.500.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

FILING FOR OFFICE, DECLARATIONS, AND
NOMINATIONS

29A.84.311 Candidacy declarations, nominating
petitions. Every person who:

(1) Knowingly provides false information on his or her
declaration of candidacy or petition of nomination; or

(2) Conceals or fraudulently defaces or destroys a certif-
icate that has been filed with an elections officer under chap-
ter 29A.20 RCW or a declaration of candidacy or petition of
nomination that has been filed with an elections officer, or
any part of such a certificate, declaration, or petition, is guilty
of a class C felony punishable under RCW 9A.20.021. [2004
c271 § 185.]

29A.84.320 Duplicate, nonexistent, untrue names—
Penalty. A person is guilty of a class B felony punishable
according to chapter 9A.20 RCW who files a declaration of
candidacy for any public office of:

(1) A nonexistent or fictitious person; or

(2) The name of any person not his or her true name; or

(3) A name similar to that of an incumbent seeking
reelection to the same office with intent to confuse and mis-
lead the electors by taking advantage of the public reputation
of the incumbent; or

(4) A surname similar to one who has already filed for
the same office, and whose political reputation is widely
known, with intent to confuse and mislead the electors by
capitalizing on the public reputation of the candidate who had
previously filed. [2003 ¢ 111 § 2118;2003 ¢ 53 § 177; 1965
¢ 9 §29.18.070. Prior: (i) 1943 ¢ 198 § 2; Rem. Supp. 1943 §

Title 29A RCW: Elections

5213-11. (ii) 1943 ¢ 198 § 3; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 5213-12.
Formerly RCW 29.15.100, 29.18.070.]

Reviser's note: This section was amended by 2003 ¢ 53 § 177 and by
2003 ¢ 111 § 2118, each without reference to the other. Both amendments are
incorporated in the publication of this section under RCW 1.12.025(2). For
rule of construction, see RCW 1.12.025(1).

Intent—Effective date—2003 ¢ 53: See notes following RCW
2.48.180.

BALLOTS

29A.84.410 Unlawful appropriation, printing, or dis-
tribution. Any person who is retained or employed by any
officer authorized by the laws of this state to procure the
printing of any official ballot or who is engaged in printing
official ballots is guilty of a gross misdemeanor if the person
knowingly:

(1) Appropriates any official ballot to himself or herself;
or

(2) Gives or delivers any official ballot to or permits any
official ballot to be taken by any person other than the officer
authorized by law to receive it; or

(3) Prints or causes to be printed any official ballot: (a) In
any other form than that prescribed by law or as directed by
the officer authorized to procure the printing thereof; or (b)
with any other names thereon or with the names spelled oth-
erwise than as directed by such officer, or the names or print-
ing thereon arranged in any other way than that authorized
and directed by law.

A gross misdemeanor under this section is punishable to
the same extent as a gross misdemeanor that is punishable
under RCW 9A.20.021. [2003 ¢ 111 § 2119. Prior: 1991 ¢ 81
§3; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.85.040; prior: 1893 ¢ 115 § 1; RRS § 5395.
Formerly RCW 29.85.040.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.84.420 Unauthorized examination of ballots,
election materials—Revealing information. (1) It is a
gross misdemeanor for a person to examine, or assist another
to examine, any voter record, ballot, or any other state or
local government official election material if the person,
without lawful authority, conducts the examination:

(a) For the purpose of identifying the name of a voter and
how the voter voted; or

(b) For the purpose of determining how a voter, whose
name is known to the person, voted; or

(c) For the purpose of identifying the name of the voter
who voted in a manner known to the person.

(2) Any person who reveals to another information
which the person ascertained in violation of subsection (1) of
this section is guilty of a gross misdemeanor.

(3) A gross misdemeanor under this section is punishable
to the same extent as a gross misdemeanor that is punishable
under RCW 9A.20.021. [2003 ¢ 111 § 2120. Prior: 1991 ¢ 81
§ 2; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.85.020; prior: 1911 ¢ 89 § 1, part; Code
1881 § 906; 1873 p 205 § 105; 1854 p 93 § 96; RRS § 5387.
Formerly RCW 29.85.020.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov
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VOTING CENTER

29A.84.510 Acts prohibited in voting center—Pro-
hibited practices. (1) During the voting period that begins
eighteen days before and ends the day of a special election,
general election, or primary, no person may:

(a) Within a voting center:

(1) Suggest or persuade or attempt to suggest or persuade
any voter to vote for or against any candidate or ballot mea-
sure;

(i1) Circulate cards or handbills of any kind;

(iii) Solicit signatures to any kind of petition; or

(iv) Engage in any practice which interferes with the
freedom of voters to exercise their franchise or disrupts the
administration of the voting center;

(b) Obstruct the doors or entries to a building in which a
voting center or ballot drop location is located or prevent free
access to and from any voting center or ballot drop location.

(2) Any sheriff, deputy sheriff, or municipal law enforce-
ment officer shall stop the prohibited activity, and may arrest
any person engaging in the prohibited activity.

(3) Any violation of this section is a gross misdemeanor,
punishable to the same extent as a gross misdemeanor that is
punishable under RCW 9A.20.021, and the person convicted
may be ordered to pay the costs of prosecution. [2013 ¢ 11 §
82,2011 ¢ 10§ 69;2003 ¢ 111 § 2121. Prior: 1991 ¢ 81 § 20;
1990 ¢ 59 § 75,1984 ¢ 35 § 1; 1983 1stex.s. ¢33 § 1; 1965 ¢
9§ 29.51.020; prior: (i) 1947 ¢ 35 § 1, part; 1889 p 412 § 33,
part; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 5298, part. (ii) 1895 ¢ 156 § 7, part;
1889 p 409 § 22, part; Code 1881 § 3079, part; 1865 p 34 § 4,
part; RRS § 5279, part. Formerly RCW 29.51.020.]

Notice to registered poll voters—Elections by mail—2011 ¢ 10: See
note following RCW 29A.04.008.

Intent—Effective date—1990 ¢ 59: See notes following RCW
29A.04.013.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.84.520 Electioneering at voting center or ballot
drop location by election officers forbidden. Any election
officer who does any electioneering at a voting center or bal-
lot drop location during the voting period that begins eigh-
teen days before and ends the day of a special election, gen-
eral election, or primary is guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon
conviction must be fined in any sum not exceeding one hun-
dred dollars and pay the costs of prosecution. [2013 ¢ 11 §
83;2011¢ 10§ 70;2003 c 111 § 2122; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.51.030.
Prior: 1947 ¢ 35 § 1, part; 1889 p 412 § 33, part; Rem. Supp.
1947 § 5298, part. Formerly RCW 29.51.030.]

Notice to registered poll voters—Elections by mail—2011 ¢ 10: See
note following RCW 29A.04.008.

29A.84.530 Refusing to leave voting booth. Deliber-
ately impeding other voters from casting their votes by refus-
ing to leave a voting booth or voting device is a misdemeanor
and is subject to the penalties provided in chapter 9A.20
RCW. Election officers may provide assistance in the manner
provided by RCW 29A.40.160 to any voter who requests it.
[2011 ¢ 10 § 71; 2003 ¢ 111 § 2123. Prior: 1990 ¢ 59 § 49.
Formerly RCW 29.51.221.]

Notice to registered poll voters—Elections by mail—2011 ¢ 10: See
note following RCW 29A.04.008.
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Intent—Effective date—1990 ¢ 59: See notes following RCW
29A.04.013.

29A.84.540 Ballots—Removing from voting center
or ballot drop location. Any person who, without lawful
authority, removes a ballot from a voting center or ballot drop
location is guilty of a class C felony punishable to the same
extent as a class C felony that is punishable under RCW
9A.20.021. [2017 ¢ 283 § 3; 2011 ¢ 10 § 72; 2003 ¢ 111 §
2124. Prior: 1991 ¢ 81 § 1; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.85.010; prior: 1893
c 115 § 2; RRS § 5396. Formerly RCW 29.85.010.]

Notice to registered poll voters—Elections by mail—2011 ¢ 10: See
note following RCW 29A.04.008.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.84.545 Paper record from direct recording elec-
tronic voting device—Removing from voting center.
Anyone who, without authorization, removes from a voting
center a paper record produced by a direct recording elec-
tronic voting device is guilty of a class C felony punishable
under RCW 9A.20.021. [2011 ¢ 10 § 73; 2005 ¢ 242 § 6.]

Notice to registered poll voters—Elections by mail-—2011 ¢ 10: See
note following RCW 29A.04.008.
Paper records: RCW 29A4.12.085, 294.60.095.

29A.84.550 Tampering with materials. Any person
who willfully defaces, removes, or destroys any of the sup-
plies or materials that the person knows are intended both for
use in a voting center and for enabling a voter to prepare his
or her ballot is guilty of a class C felony punishable under
RCW 9A.20.021. [2011 ¢ 10 § 74; 2003 c 111 § 2125; 1991
¢ 81§9;1965c¢9 §29.85.110. Prior: 1889 p 412 § 31; RRS
§ 5296. FORMER PART OF SECTION: 1935 ¢ 108 § 3,
part; RRS § 5339-3, part, now codified, as reenacted, in RCW
29.85.230. Formerly RCW 29.85.110.]
Notice to registered poll voters—Elections by mail—2011 ¢ 10: See
note following RCW 29A.04.008.
Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.84.560 Voting machines, devices—Tampering
with—Extra keys. Any person who tampers with or dam-
ages or attempts to damage any voting machine or device to
be used or being used in a primary or special or general elec-
tion, or who prevents or attempts to prevent the correct oper-
ation of such machine or device, or any unauthorized person
who makes or has in his or her possession a key to a voting
machine or device to be used or being used in a primary or
special or general election, is guilty of a class C felony pun-
ishable under RCW 9A.20.021. [2003 ¢ 111 § 2126; 1991 ¢
81 § 18; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.85.260. Prior: 1913 ¢ 58 § 16; RRS §
5316. Formerly RCW 29.85.260.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov
VOTING

29A.84.610 Deceptive, incorrect vote recording. A
person is guilty of a gross misdemeanor who knowingly:

(1) Deceives any voter in recording his or her vote by
providing incorrect or misleading recording information or
by providing faulty election equipment or records; or

(2) Records the vote of any voter in a manner other than
as designated by the voter.
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Such a gross misdemeanor is punishable to the same
extent as a gross misdemeanor that is punishable under RCW
9A.20.021. [2003 ¢ 111 § 2127. Prior: 1991 ¢ 81 § 4. For-
merly RCW 29.85.051.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.84.620 Hindering or bribing voter. Any person
who uses menace, force, threat, or any unlawful means
towards any voter to hinder or deter such a voter from voting,
or directly or indirectly offers any bribe, reward, or any thing
of value to a voter in exchange for the voter's vote for or
against any person or ballot measure, or authorizes any per-
son to do so, is guilty of a class C felony punishable under
RCW 9A.20.021. [2003 ¢ 111 § 2128. Prior: 1991 ¢ 81 § 5;
1965 ¢ 9 § 29.85.060; prior: (i) 1911 ¢ 89 § 1, part; Code 1881
§ 904; 1873 p 204 § 103; 1854 p 93 § 94; RRS § 5386. (ii)
1911 ¢ 89 § 1, part; 1901 ¢ 142 § 1; Code 1881 § 909; 1873 p
205 § 106; 1865 p 50 § 1; 1854 p 93 § 97; RRS § 5388. For-
merly RCW 29.85.060.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.84.630 Influencing voter to withhold vote. Any
person who in any way, directly or indirectly, by menace or
unlawful means, attempts to influence any person in refusing
to give his or her vote in any primary or special or general
election is guilty of a gross misdemeanor punishable to the
same extent as a gross misdemeanor that is punishable under
RCW 9A.20.021. [2003 ¢ 111 § 2129. Prior: 1991 ¢ 81 § 6;
1965 ¢ 9 § 29.85.070; prior: Code 1881 § 3140; RRS § 5389.
Formerly RCW 29.85.070.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.84.640 Solicitation of bribe by voter. Any person
who solicits, requests, or demands, directly or indirectly, any
reward or thing of value or the promise thereof in exchange
for his or her vote or in exchange for the vote of any other
person for or against any candidate or for or against any bal-
lot measure to be voted upon at a primary or special or gen-
eral election is guilty of a gross misdemeanor punishable to
the same extent as a gross misdemeanor that is punishable
under RCW 9A.20.021. [2003 ¢ 111 § 2130. Prior: 1991 ¢ 81
§ 7; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.85.090; prior: 1907 ¢ 209 § 32; RRS §
5207. Formerly RCW 29.85.090.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.84.650 Repeaters. (1) Any person who intention-
ally votes or attempts to vote in this state more than once at
any election, or who intentionally votes or attempts to vote in
both this state and another state at any election, is guilty of a
class C felony.

(2) Any person who recklessly or negligently violates
this section commits a class 1 civil infraction as provided in
RCW 7.80.120. [2005 c 243 § 24;2003 ¢ 111 § 2131. Prior:
1991 ¢ 81 § 13; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.85.210; prior: 1911 ¢ 89 § 1,
part; Code 1881 § 903; 1873 p204 § 102; 1865p 51 § 5; 1854
p 93 § 93; RRS § 5383. Formerly RCW 29.85.210.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.84.655 Tabulation of invalid ballots. Any elec-
tion officer who intentionally tabulates or causes to be tabu-
lated, through any act or omission, an invalid ballot when the
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person has actual knowledge that the ballot is invalid, is
guilty of a class C felony punishable under RCW 9A.20.021.
[2011 ¢ 10 § 75; 2003 ¢ 111 § 2132. Prior: 1991 ¢ 81 § 14;
1965 ¢ 9 § 29.85.220; prior: 1911 ¢ 89 § 1, part; Code 1881 §
911; 1873 p 205 § 108; RRS § 5385. Formerly RCW
29.85.220.]

Notice to registered poll voters—Elections by mail—2011 ¢ 10: See
note following RCW 29A.04.008.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.84.660 Unqualified persons voting. Any person
who knows that he or she does not possess the legal qualifi-
cations of a voter and who votes at any primary or special or
general election authorized by law to be held in this state for
any office whatever is guilty of a class C felony punishable
under RCW 9A.20.021. [2003 ¢ 111 § 2133;1991 ¢ 81 § 17,
1965 ¢ 9 § 29.85.240. Prior: 1911 ¢ 89 § 1, part; Code 1881 §
905; 1873 p 204 § 104; 1865 p 51 § 4; 1854 p 93 § 95; RRS
§ 5384. Formerly RCW 29.85.240.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.84.680 Ballots—Violation. (1) A person who
willfully violates any provision of chapter 29A.40 RCW
regarding the assertion or declaration of qualifications to
receive or cast a ballot or unlawfully casts a ballot is guilty of
a class C felony punishable under RCW 9A.20.021.

(2) Except as provided in this chapter, a person who will-
fully violates any other provision of chapter 29A.40 RCW is
guilty of a misdemeanor. [2011 ¢ 10 § 76. Prior: 2003 ¢ 111
§ 2136; 2003 ¢ 53 § 179; 2001 c 241 § 14; 1994 c 269 § 2;
1991 c 81 § 34; 1987 ¢ 346 § 20; 1983 Istex.s.c 71 § 9. For-
merly RCW 29.36.370, 29.36.160.]

Notice to registered poll voters—Elections by mail—2011 ¢ 10: See
note following RCW 29A.04.008.

Intent—Effective date—2003 ¢ 53: See notes following RCW
2.48.180.

Legislative intent—Effective date—1987 ¢ 346: See notes following
RCW 29A.40.010.

Tampering with registration form, ballot declaration: RCW 294.84.050.
Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

CANVASSING AND CERTIFYING

29A.84.711 Documents regarding nomination, elec-
tion, candidacy—Frauds and falsehoods. Every person
who:

(1) Knowingly and falsely issues a certificate of nomina-
tion or election; or

(2) Knowingly provides false information on a minor
party or independent candidate certificate of nomination is
guilty of a class C felony punishable under RCW 9A.20.021.
[2013 ¢ 11 § 84;2004 ¢ 271 § 186.]

29A.84.720 Officers—Violations generally. Every
person charged with the performance of any duty under the
provisions of any law of this state relating to elections,
including primaries, or the provisions of any charter or ordi-
nance of any city or town of this state relating to elections
who willfully neglects or refuses to perform such duty, or
who, in the performance of such duty, or in his or her official
capacity, knowingly or fraudulently violates any of the provi-
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sions of law relating to such duty, is guilty of a class C felony
punishable under RCW 9A.20.021 and shall forfeit his or her
office. [2003 ¢ 111 § 2138. Prior: 1991 ¢ 81 § 10; 1965 ¢ 9 §
29.85.170; prior: (i) 1889 p 412 § 32; RRS § 5297. (ii) 1911
¢ 89§ 1, part; Code 1881 § 912; 1877 p 205 § 2; RRS § 5392.
Formerly RCW 29.85.170.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

29A.84.730 Divulging ballot count. (1) In any location
in which ballots are counted, no person authorized by law to
be present while votes are being counted may divulge any
results of the count of the ballots at any time prior to 8:00
p-m. on the day of the primary or special or general election.
(2) A violation of this section is a gross misdemeanor
punishable to the same extent as a gross misdemeanor that is
punishable under RCW 9A.20.021. [2011 ¢ 10 § 77; 2003 ¢
111 § 2139. Prior: 1991 ¢ 81 § 15; 1990 ¢ 59 § 55; 1977 ex.s.
¢ 361 § 85; 1965 ¢ 9 § 29.54.035; prior: 1955 ¢ 148 § 6. For-
merly RCW 29.85.225, 29.54.035.]
Notice to registered poll voters—Elections by mail—2011 ¢ 10: See
note following RCW 29A.04.008.
Intent—Effective date—1990 ¢ 59: See notes following RCW
29A.04.013.
Divulging returns in voting device precincts: RCW 294.60.120.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

Chapter 29A.88 RCW

NUCLEAR WASTE SITE—ELECTION FOR
DISAPPROVAL

Sections

29A.88.010 Findings.

29A.88.020 High-level repository—Selection of site in state—Special
election for disapproval.

29A.88.030 Costs of election.

29A.88.040 Special election—Notification of auditors—Application of
election laws.

29A.88.050 Ballot title.

29A.88.060 Effect of vote.

29A.88.010 Findings. (1) The legislature and the peo-
ple find that the federal Nuclear Waste Policy Act provides
that within sixty days of the president's recommendation of a
site for a high-level nuclear waste repository, a state may dis-
approve the selection of such site in that state.

(2) The legislature and the people desire, if the governor
and legislature do not issue a notice of disapproval within
twenty-one days of the president's recommendation, that the
people of this state have the opportunity to vote upon disap-
proval. [2003 ¢ 111 § 2201. Prior: 1986 ex.s. ¢ 1 § 3. For-
merly RCW 29.91.010.]

29A.88.020 High-level repository—Selection of site
in state—Special election for disapproval. (1) Within
seven days after any recommendation by the president of the
United States of a site in the state of Washington to be a high-
level nuclear waste repository under 42 U.S.C. Sec. 10136,
the governor shall set the date for a special statewide election
to vote on disapproval of the selection of such site. The spe-
cial election shall be held not less than forty-five nor more
than ninety days after the date of the recommendation of the
president of the United States.
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(2) If either the governor or the legislature submits a
notice of disapproval to the United States Congress within
twenty-one days of the date of the recommendation by the
president of the United States, then the governor is authorized
to cancel the special election pursuant to subsection (1) of
this section. [2013 ¢ 11 § 85;2003 c 111 § 2202; 1986 ex.s.
c 1§ 4. Formerly RCW 29.91.020.]

29A.88.030 Costs of election. The state of Washington
shall assume the costs of any special election called under
RCW 29A.88.020 in the same manner as provided in RCW
29A.04.420 and 29A.04.430. [2003 ¢ 111 § 2203. Prior:
1986 ex.s. ¢ 1 § 5. Formerly RCW 29.91.030.]

29A.88.040 Special election—Notification of audi-
tors—Application of election laws. The secretary of state
shall promptly notify the county auditors of the date of the
special election and certify to them the text of the ballot title
for this special election. The general election laws shall apply
to the election required by RCW 29A.88.020 to the extent
that they are not inconsistent with this chapter. Statutory
deadlines relating to certification, canvassing, and the voters'
pamphlet may be modified for the election held pursuant to
RCW 29A.88.020 by the secretary of state through emer-
gency rules adopted under RCW 29A.04.611. [2013 ¢ 11 §
86; 2003 c 111 § 2204. Prior: 1986 ex.s. ¢ 1 § 6. Formerly
RCW 29.91.040.]

29A.88.050 Ballot title. The ballot title for the special
election called under RCW 29A.88.020 shall be "Shall the
Governor be required to notify Congress of Washington's dis-
approval of the President's recommendation of [name of site]
as a national high-level nuclear waste repository?" [2003 c
111 § 2205. Prior: 1986 ex.s. ¢ 1 § 7. Formerly RCW
29.91.050.]

29A.88.060 Effect of vote. If the governor or the legis-
lature fails to prepare and submit a notice of disapproval to
the United States Congress within fifty-five days of the pres-
ident's recommendation and a majority of the voters in the
special election held pursuant to RCW 29A.88.020 favored
such notice of disapproval, then the vote of the people shall
be binding on the governor. The governor shall prepare and
submit the notice of disapproval to the United States Con-
gress pursuant to 42 U.S.C. Sec. 10136. [2003 ¢ 111 § 2206;
1986 ex.s. ¢ 1 § 8. Formerly RCW 29.91.060.]

Chapter 29A.92 RCW
VOTING RIGHTS ACT

Sections

29A.92.005 Findings—Intent.

29A.92.010 Definitions.

29A.92.020 Method of election—Equal opportunity for protected class.

29A.92.030 Violations—Factors.

29A.92.040 Voluntary change to electoral system—Authorized.

29A.92.050 Voluntary change to electoral system—Notice—New elec-
tions—Districting.

29A.92.060 Voter challenge of electoral system—Notice.

29A.92.070 Voter challenge of electoral system—Good faith effort to rem-
edy—Court approval—Safe harbor.

29A.92.080 Voter challenge of electoral system—Filing of action—Multi-
ple challenges.

29A.92.090 Action in superior court—Venue—Joint action.



29A.92.005

29A.92.100 Trial schedule—Statute of limitations—Secrecy of vote—
Plaintiff bond.

29A.92.110 Court-ordered remedies—District-based remedies—New
elections.

29A.92.120 Safe harbor—Limitation of actions.

29A.92.130 Award of fees.

29A.92.700 Not applicable to certain political subdivisions.

29A.92.710 Other laws superseded.

29A.92.900 Short title.

29A.92.005 Findings—Intent. The legislature finds
that electoral systems that deny race, color, or language
minority groups an equal opportunity to elect candidates of
their choice are inconsistent with the right to free and equal
elections as provided by Article I, section 19 and Article VI,
section 1 of the Washington state Constitution as well as pro-
tections found in the Fourteenth and Fifteenth amendments to
the United States Constitution. The well-established principle
of "one person, one vote" and the prohibition on vote dilution
have been consistently upheld in federal and state courts for
more than fifty years.

The legislature also finds that local government subdivi-
sions are often prohibited from addressing these challenges
because of Washington laws that narrowly prescribe the
methods by which they may elect members of their legisla-
tive bodies. The legislature finds that in some cases, this has
resulted in an improper dilution of voting power for these
minority groups. The legislature intends to modify existing
prohibitions in state laws so that these jurisdictions may vol-
untarily adopt changes on their own, in collaboration with
affected community members, to remedy potential electoral
issues so that minority groups have an equal opportunity to
elect candidates of their choice or influence the outcome of
an election.

The legislature intends for this chapter to be consistent
with federal protections that may provide a similar remedy
for minority groups. Remedies shall also be available where
the drawing of crossover and coalition districts is able to
address both vote dilution and racial polarization.

The legislature also intends for this chapter to be consis-
tent with legal precedent from Mt. Spokane Skiing Corp. v.
Spokane Co. (86 Wn. App. 165, 1997) that found that non-
charter counties need not adhere to a single uniform county
system of government, but that each county have the same
"authority available" in order to be deemed uniform. [2019 ¢
64 §6;2018 ¢ 113 § 102.]

Explanatory statement—2019 ¢ 64: See note following RCW
1.20.110.

29A.92.010 Definitions. The definitions in this section
apply throughout this chapter unless the context clearly
requires otherwise. In applying these definitions and other
terms in this chapter, courts may rely on relevant federal case
law for guidance.

(1) "At large election" means any of the following meth-
ods of electing members of the governing body of a political
subdivision:

(a) One in which the voters of the entire jurisdiction elect
the members to the governing body;

(b) One in which the candidates are required to reside
within given areas of the jurisdiction and the voters of the
entire jurisdiction elect the members to the governing body;
or
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(c) One that combines the criteria in (a) and (b) of this
subsection or one that combines at large with district-based
elections.

(2) "District-based elections" means a method of electing
members to the governing body of a political subdivision in
which the candidate must reside within an election district
that is a divisible part of the political subdivision and is
elected only by voters residing within that election district.

(3) "Polarized voting" means voting in which there is a
difference, as defined in case law regarding enforcement of
the federal voting rights act, 52 U.S.C. 10301 et seq., in the
choice of candidates or other electoral choices that are pre-
ferred by voters in a protected class, and in the choice of can-
didates and electoral choices that are preferred by voters in
the rest of the electorate.

(4) "Political subdivision" means any county, city, town,
school district, fire protection district, port district, or public
utility district, but does not include the state.

(5) "Protected class" means a class of voters who are
members of a race, color, or language minority group, as this
class is referenced and defined in the federal voting rights act,
52 U.S.C. 10301 et seq. [2018 ¢ 113 § 103.]

29A.92.020 Method of election—Equal opportunity
for protected class. As provided in RCW 29A.92.030, no
method of electing the governing body of a political subdivi-
sion may be imposed or applied in a manner that impairs the
ability of members of a protected class or classes to have an
equal opportunity to elect candidates of their choice as a
result of the dilution or abridgment of the rights of voters who
are members of a protected class or classes. [2018 ¢ 113 §
104.]

29A.92.030 Violations—Factors. (1) A political sub-
division is in violation of this chapter when it is shown that:

(a) Elections in the political subdivision exhibit polar-
ized voting; and

(b) Members of a protected class or classes do not have
an equal opportunity to elect candidates of their choice as a
result of the dilution or abridgment of the rights of members
of that protected class or classes.

(2) The fact that members of a protected class are not
geographically compact or concentrated to constitute a
majority in a proposed or existing district-based election dis-
trict shall not preclude a finding of a violation under this
chapter, but may be a factor in determining a remedy. The
equal opportunity to elect shall be assessed pragmatically,
based on local election conditions, and may include crossover
districts.

(3) In determining whether there is polarized voting
under this chapter, the court shall analyze elections of the
governing body of the political subdivision, ballot measure
elections, elections in which at least one candidate is a mem-
ber of a protected class, and other electoral choices that affect
the rights and privileges of members of a protected class.
Elections conducted prior to the filing of an action pursuant
to this chapter are more probative to establish the existence of
racially polarized voting than elections conducted after the
filing of an action.

(4) The election of candidates who are members of a pro-
tected class and who were elected prior to the filing of an
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action pursuant to this chapter shall not preclude a finding of
polarized voting that results in an unequal opportunity for a
protected class to elect candidates of their choice.

(5) Proof of intent on the part of the voters or elected
officials to discriminate against a protected class is not
required for a cause of action to be sustained.

(6) Other factors such as the history of discrimination,
the use of electoral devices or other voting practices or proce-
dures that may enhance the dilutive effects of at large elec-
tions, denial of access to those processes determining which
groups of candidates will receive financial or other support in
a given election, the extent to which members of a protected
class bear the effects of past discrimination in areas such as
education, employment, and health, which hinder their ability
to participate effectively in the political process, and the use
of overt or subtle racial appeals in political campaigns are
probative, but not necessary factors, to establish a violation
of this chapter. [2019 ¢ 64 § 7;2018 ¢ 113 § 302.]

Explanatory statement—2019 ¢ 64: See note following RCW
1.20.110.

29A.92.040 Voluntary change to electoral system—
Authorized. (1) A political subdivision that conducts an
election pursuant to state, county, or local law, is authorized
to change its electoral system, including, but not limited to,
implementing a district-based election system, to remedy a
potential violation of RCW 29A.92.020.

(2) If a political subdivision invokes its authority under
this section to implement a district-based election system, the
districts shall be drawn in a manner consistent with RCW
29A.92.050. [2018 ¢ 113 § 201.]

29A.92.050 Voluntary change to electoral system—
Notice—New elections—Districting. (1)(a) Prior to the
adoption of its proposed plan, the political subdivision must
provide public notice to residents of the subdivision about the
proposed remedy to a potential violation of RCW
29A.92.020. If a significant segment of the residents of the
subdivision have limited English proficiency and speaks a
language other than English, the political subdivision must:

(1) Provide accurate written and verbal notice of the pro-
posed remedy in languages that diverse residents of the polit-
ical subdivision can understand, as indicated by demographic
data; and

(i1) Air radio or television public service announcements
describing the proposed remedy broadcast in the languages
that diverse residents of the political subdivision can under-
stand, as indicated by demographic data.

(b) The political subdivision shall hold at least one pub-
lic hearing on the proposed plan at least one week before
adoption.

(c) For purposes of this section, "significant segment of
the community" means five percent or more of residents, or
five hundred or more residents, whichever is fewer, residing
in the political subdivision.

(2)(a) If the political subdivision invokes its authority
under RCW 29A.92.040 and the plan is adopted during the
period of time between the first Tuesday after the first Mon-
day of November and on or before January 15th of the fol-
lowing year, the political subdivision shall order new elec-
tions to occur at the next succeeding general election.
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(b) If the political subdivision invokes its authority under
RCW 29A.92.040 and the plan is adopted during the period
of time between January 16th and on or before the first Mon-
day of November, the next election will occur as scheduled
and organized under the current electoral system, but the
political subdivision shall order new elections to occur pursu-
ant to the remedy at the general election the following calen-
dar year.

(3) If a political subdivision implements a district-based
election system under RCW 29A.92.040(2), the plan shall be
consistent with the following criteria:

(a) Each district shall be as reasonably equal in popula-
tion as possible to each and every other such district compris-
ing the political subdivision.

(b) Each district shall be reasonably compact.

(¢) Each district shall consist of geographically contigu-
ous area.

(d) To the extent feasible, the district boundaries shall
coincide with existing recognized natural boundaries and
shall, to the extent possible, preserve existing communities of
related and mutual interest.

(e) District boundaries may not be drawn or maintained
in a manner that creates or perpetuates the dilution of the
votes of the members of a protected class or classes.

() All positions on the governing body must stand for
election at the next election for the governing body, sched-
uled pursuant to subsection (2) of this section. The governing
body may subsequently choose to stagger the terms of its
positions.

(4) Within forty-five days after receipt of federal decen-
nial census information applicable to a specific local area, the
commission established in RCW 44.05.030 shall forward the
census information to each political subdivision.

(5) No later than eight months after its receipt of federal
decennial census data, the governing body of the political
subdivision that had previously invoked its authority under
RCW 29A.92.040 to implement a district-based election sys-
tem, or that was previously charged with redistricting under
RCW 29A.92.110, shall prepare a plan for redistricting its
districts, pursuant to RCW 29A.76.010, and in a manner con-
sistent with this chapter. [2019 ¢ 454 § 1;2019¢c 64 § §8;2018
¢ 113 §202.]

Reviser's note: This section was amended by 2019 ¢ 64 § 8 and by 2019
¢ 454 § 1, each without reference to the other. Both amendments are incor-

porated in the publication of this section under RCW 1.12.025(2). For rule of
construction, see RCW 1.12.025(1).

Retroactive application—2019 ¢ 454: "This act applies retroactively to
January 16, 2019." [2019 ¢ 454 § 11.]

Effective date—2019 ¢ 454: "This act is necessary for the immediate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the state gov-
ernment and its existing public institutions, and takes effect immediately
[May 21, 2019]." [2019 ¢ 454 § 13.]

Explanatory statement—2019 ¢ 64: See note following RCW
1.20.110.

29A.92.060 Voter challenge of electoral system—
Notice. (1) A voter who resides in the political subdivision
who intends to challenge a political subdivision's electoral
system under this chapter shall first notify the political subdi-
vision. The political subdivision shall promptly make such
notice public.
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(2) The notice provided shall identify and provide con-
tact information for the person or persons who intend to file
an action, and shall identify the protected class or classes
whose members do not have an equal opportunity to elect
candidates of their choice or an equal opportunity to influ-
ence the outcome of an election because of alleged vote dilu-
tion and polarized voting. The notice shall also include a type
of remedy the person believes may address the alleged viola-
tion of RCW 29A.92.030. [2019 ¢ 64 § 9;2018 ¢ 113 § 301.]

Explanatory statement—2019 ¢ 64: See note following RCW
1.20.110.

29A.92.070 Voter challenge of electoral system—
Good faith effort to remedy—Court approval—Safe har-
bor. (1) The political subdivision shall work in good faith
with the person providing the notice to implement a remedy
that provides the protected class or classes identified in the
notice an equal opportunity to elect candidates of their
choice. Such work in good faith to implement a remedy may
include, but is not limited to consideration of: (a) Relevant
electoral data; (b) relevant demographic data, including the
most recent census data available; and (c) any other informa-
tion that would be relevant to implementing a remedy.

(2) If the political subdivision adopts a remedy that takes
the notice into account, or adopts the notice's proposed rem-
edy, the political subdivision shall seek a court order
acknowledging that the political subdivision's remedy com-
plies with RCW 29A.92.020 and was prompted by a plausi-
ble violation. The person who submitted the notice may sup-
port or oppose such an order, and may obtain public records
to do so. The political subdivision must provide all political,
census, and demographic data and any analysis of that data
used to develop the remedy in its filings seeking the court
order and with any documents made public. All facts and rea-
sonable inferences shall be viewed in the light most favorable
to those opposing the political subdivision's proposed remedy
at this stage. There shall be a rebuttable presumption that the
court will decline to approve the political subdivision's pro-
posed remedy at this stage.

(3) If the court concludes that the political subdivision's
remedy complies with RCW 29A.92.020, an action under this
chapter may not be brought against that political subdivision
for four years by any party so long as the political subdivision
does not enact a change to or deviation from the remedy
during this four-year period that would otherwise give rise to
an action under this chapter.

(4) In agreeing to adopt the person's proposed remedy,
the political subdivision may do so by stipulation, which shall
become a public document. [2019 ¢ 64 § 10; 2018 ¢ 113 §
303.]

Explanatory statement—2019 ¢ 64: See note following RCW
1.20.110.

29A.92.080 Voter challenge of electoral system—Fil-
ing of action—Multiple challenges. (1) Any voter who
resides in the political subdivision may file an action under
this chapter if, one hundred eighty days after a political sub-
division receives notice of a challenge to its electoral system
under RCW 29A.92.060, the political subdivision has not
obtained a court order stating that it has adopted a remedy in
compliance with RCW 29A.92.020. However, if notice is
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received after July 1, 2021, then the political subdivision
shall have ninety days to obtain a court order before an action
may be filed.

(2) If a political subdivision has received two or more
notices containing materially different proposed remedies,
the political subdivision shall work in good faith with the per-
sons to implement a remedy that provides the protected class
or classes identified in the notices an equal opportunity to
elect candidates of their choice. If the political subdivision
adopts one of the remedies offered, or a different remedy that
takes multiple notices into account, the political subdivision
shall seek a court order acknowledging that the political sub-
division's remedy is reasonably necessary to avoid a violation
of RCW 29A.92.020. The persons who submitted the notice
may support or oppose such an order, and may obtain public
records to do so. The political subdivision must provide all
political, census, and demographic data and any analysis of
that data used to develop the remedy in its filings seeking the
court order and with any documents made public. All facts
and reasonable inferences shall be viewed in the light most
favorable to those opposing the political subdivision's pro-
posed remedy at this stage. There shall be a rebuttable pre-
sumption that the court will decline to approve the political
subdivision's proposed remedy at this stage.

(3) If the court concludes that the political subdivision's
remedy complies with RCW 29A.92.020, an action under this
chapter may not be brought against that political subdivision
for four years by any party so long as the political subdivision
does not enact a change to or deviation from the remedy
during this four-year period that would otherwise give rise to
an action under this chapter. [2019 ¢ 64 § 11;2018 ¢ 113 §
304.]

Explanatory statement—2019 ¢ 64: See note following RCW
1.20.110.

29A.92.090 Action in superior court—Venue—Joint
action. (1) After exhaustion of the time period in RCW
29A.92.080, any voter who resides in a political subdivision
where a violation of RCW 29A.92.020 is alleged may file an
action in the superior court of the county in which the politi-
cal subdivision is located. If the action is against a county, the
action may be filed in the superior court of such county, or in
the superior court of either of the two nearest judicial districts
as determined pursuant to RCW 36.01.050(2). An action filed
pursuant to this chapter does not need to be filed as a class
action.

(2) Members of different protected classes may file an
action jointly pursuant to this chapter if they demonstrate that
the combined voting preferences of the multiple protected
classes are polarized against the rest of the electorate. [2019
c64§12;2018 ¢ 113 §401.]

Explanatory statement—2019 ¢ 64: See note following RCW
1.20.110.

29A.92.100 Trial schedule—Statute of limitations—
Secrecy of vote—Plaintiff bond. (1) In an action filed pur-
suant to this chapter, the trial court shall set a trial to be held
no later than one year after the filing of a complaint, and shall
set a discovery and motions calendar accordingly.

(2) For purposes of any applicable statute of limitations,
a cause of action under this chapter arises every time there is
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an election for any members of the governing body of the
political subdivision.

(3) The plaintiff's constitutional right to the secrecy of
the plaintiff's vote is preserved and is not waived by the filing
of an action pursuant to this chapter, and the filing is not sub-
ject to discovery or disclosure.

(4) In seeking a temporary restraining order or a prelim-
inary injunction, a plaintiff shall not be required to post a
bond or any other security in order to secure such equitable
relief.

(5) No notice may be submitted to any political subdivi-
sion pursuant to this chapter before July 19,2018. [2019 c 64
§13;2018 ¢ 113 § 402.]

Explanatory statement—2019 ¢ 64: See note following RCW
1.20.110.

29A.92.110 Court-ordered remedies—District-based
remedies—New elections. (1) The court may order appro-
priate remedies including, but not limited to, the imposition
of a district-based election system. The court may order the
affected jurisdiction to draw or redraw district boundaries or
appoint an individual or panel to draw or redraw district lines.
The proposed districts must be approved by the court prior to
their implementation.

(2) Implementation of a district-based remedy is not pre-
cluded by the fact that members of a protected class do not
constitute a numerical majority within a proposed district-
based election district. If, in tailoring a remedy, the court
orders the implementation of a district-based election district
where the members of the protected class are not a numerical
majority, the court shall do so in a manner that provides the
protected class an equal opportunity to elect candidates of
their choice. The court may also approve a district-based
election system that provides the protected class the opportu-
nity to join in a coalition of two or more protected classes to
elect candidates of their choice if there is demonstrated polit-
ical cohesion among the protected classes.

(3) In tailoring a remedy after a finding of a violation of
RCW 29A.92.020:

(a) If the court's order providing a remedy or approving
proposed districts, whichever is later, is issued during the
period of time between the first Tuesday after the first Mon-
day of November and on or before January 15th of the fol-
lowing year, the court shall order new elections, conducted
pursuant to the remedy, to occur at the next succeeding gen-
eral election. If a special filing period is required, filings for
that office shall be reopened for a period of three business
days, such three-day period to be fixed by the filing officer.

(b) If the court's order providing a remedy or approving
proposed districts, whichever is later, is issued during the
period of time between January 16th and on or before the first
Monday of November, the next election will occur as sched-
uled and organized under the current electoral system, but the
court shall order new elections to occur pursuant to the rem-
edy at the general election the following calendar year.

(c) The remedy may provide for the political subdivision
to hold elections for the members of its governing body at the
same time as regularly scheduled elections for statewide or
federal offices. All positions on the governing body must
stand for election at the next election for the governing body,
scheduled pursuant to this subsection (3). The governing
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body may subsequently choose to stagger the terms of its
positions.

(4) Within thirty days of the conclusion of any action
filed under RCW 29A.92.100, the political subdivision must
publish on the subdivision's web site, the outcome and sum-
mary of the action, as well as the legal costs incurred by the
subdivision. If the political subdivision does not have its own
web site, then it may publish on the county web site. [2019 ¢
454 §2;2018 ¢ 113 § 403.]

Retroactive application—Effective date—2019 ¢ 454: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 29A.92.050.

29A.92.120 Safe harbor—Limitation of actions. (1)
No action under this chapter may be brought by any person
against a political subdivision that has adopted a remedy to its
electoral system after an action is filed that is approved by a
court pursuant to RCW 29A.92.070 or implemented a court-
ordered remedy pursuant to RCW 29A.92.110 for four years
after adoption of the remedy if the political subdivision does
not enact a change to or deviation from the remedy during
this four-year period that would otherwise give rise to an
action under this chapter.

(2) No action under this chapter may be brought by any
person against a political subdivision that has adopted a rem-
edy to its electoral system in the previous decade before June
7, 2018, as a result of a claim under the federal voting rights
act until after the political subdivision completes redistricting
pursuant to RCW 29A.76.010 for the 2020 decennial census.
[2019 c 64 § 14,2018 ¢ 113 § 404.]

Explanatory statement—2019 ¢ 64: See note following RCW
1.20.110.

29A.92.130 Award of fees. (1) In any action to enforce
this chapter, the court may allow the prevailing plaintiff or
plaintiffs, other than the state or political subdivision thereof,
reasonable attorneys' fees, all nonattorney fee costs as
defined by RCW 4.84.010, and all reasonable expert witness
fees. No fees or costs may be awarded if no action is filed.

(2) Prevailing defendants may recover an award of fees
or costs pursuant to RCW 4.84.185. [2018 ¢ 113 § 405.]

29A.92.700 Not applicable to certain political subdi-
visions. The provisions of RCW 29A.92.005 through
29A.92.030, 29A.92.060 through 29A.92.130, and
29A.92.900 are not applicable to cities and towns with popu-
lations under one thousand or to school districts with K-12
full-time equivalent enrollments of less than two hundred
fifty. [2018 ¢ 113 § 501.]

29A.92.710 Other laws superseded. This chapter
supersedes other state laws and local ordinances to the extent
that those state laws or ordinances would otherwise restrict a
jurisdiction's ability to comply with this chapter. [2019 ¢ 64
§15;2018 ¢ 113 § 503.]

Explanatory statement—2019 ¢ 64: See note following RCW
1.20.110.

29A.92.900 Short title. This chapter may be known
and cited as the Washington voting rights act of 2018. [2019
c64§16;2018¢c 113 § 101.]



29A.92.900 Title 29A RCW: Elections

Explanatory statement—2019 ¢ 64: See note following RCW
1.20.110.
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Chapter 434-208 WAC

ELECTIONS
(Formerly chapter 434-08 WAC)

Electronic filings.
References to time.
Emergencies.
Political parties.
Election notices.
Online information.

DISPOSITION OF SECTIONS FORMERLY

CODIFIED IN THIS CHAPTER

Advisory election upon contemplation of classification
advancement. [WSR 98-08-010, recodified as § 434-
208-010, filed 3/18/98, effective 3/18/98; Regulation 1,
filed 3/24/60.] Repealed by WSR 11-05-008, filed
2/3/11, effective 3/6/11. Statutory Authority: RCW
29A.04.611,29A.04.255.

Remedial steps—Third class city under mayor-council
government. [WSR 98-08-010, recodified as § 434-208-
020, filed 3/18/98, effective 3/18/98; Regulation 2, filed
3/24/60.] Repealed by WSR 11-05-008, filed 2/3/11,
effective 3/6/11. Statutory Authority: RCW
29A.04.611,29A.04.255.

Determination of original terms of councilmen—Sec-
ond, third, or fourth class city or town. [WSR 98-08-
010, recodified as § 434-208-030, filed 3/18/98, effec-
tive 3/18/98; Regulation 3, filed 3/24/60.] Repealed by
WSR 11-05-008, filed 2/3/11, effective 3/6/11. Statu-
tory Authority: RCW 29A.04.611, 29A.04.255.
Appointment of clerks. [WSR 98-08-010, recodified as
§ 434-208-040, filed 3/18/98, effective 3/18/98; Regula-
tion 4, filed 3/24/60.] Repealed by WSR 09-18-098,
filed 9/1/09, effective 10/2/09. Statutory Authority:
RCW 29A.04.611.

Restrictions on write-in or sticker votes. [WSR 98-08-
010, recodified as § 434-208-050, filed 3/18/98, effec-
tive 3/18/98; Regulation 5, filed 3/24/60.] Repealed by
WSR 02-02-039, filed 12/26/01, effective 1/26/02. Stat-
utory Authority: RCW 29.04.080.

Electronic filings not accepted. [Statutory Authority:
RCW 29A.04.611. WSR 06-23-094, § 434-208-070,
filed 11/15/06, effective 12/16/06. WSR 98-08-010,
recodified as § 434-208-070, filed 3/18/98, effective
3/18/98. Statutory Authority: RCW 29.04.230. WSR
92-18-087, § 434-08-070, filed 9/2/92, effective
10/3/92.] Repealed by WSR 11-05-008, filed 2/3/11,
effective 3/6/11. Statutory Authority: RCW
29A.04.611, 29A.04.255.

Electronic facsimile filings followed by original docu-
ment. [Statutory Authority: RCW 29A.04.611,
29A.04.530. WSR 06-02-028, § 434-208-080, filed
12/28/05, effective 1/28/06. WSR 98-08-010, recodified
as § 434-208-080, filed 3/18/98, effective 3/18/98. Stat-
utory Authority: RCW 29.04.230. WSR 92-18-087, §
434-08-080, filed 9/2/92, effective 10/3/92.] Repealed
by WSR 06-23-094, filed 11/15/06, effective 12/16/06.
Statutory Authority: RCW 29A.04.611.

Rejection of electronic facsimile filings. [WSR 98-08-
010, recodified as § 434-208-090, filed 3/18/98, effec-
tive 3/18/98. Statutory Authority: RCW 29.04.230.
WSR 92-18-087, § 434-08-090, filed 9/2/92, effective
10/3/92.] Repealed by WSR 06-23-094, filed 11/15/06,
effective 12/16/06. Statutory Authority: RCW
29A.04.611.

Registering to vote—Nontraditional address. [Statutory
Authority: RCW 29.04.080. WSR 03-15-054, § 434-
208-100, filed 7/11/03, effective 8/11/03.] Repealed by
WSR 05-24-039, filed 11/30/05, effective 12/31/05.
Statutory Authority: RCW 29A.04.611.

WAC 434-208-060 Electronic filings. (1) In addition to
those documents specified by RCW 29A.04.255, the secre-
tary of state or the county auditor shall accept and file in his
or her office electronic transmissions of the following docu-
ments:

(a) The text of any proposed initiative, referendum, or
recall measure and any accompanying documents required by
law;

(b) Any minor party or independent candidate filing
material for president and vice president, except nominating
petitions;

(c) Lists of presidential electors selected by political par-
ties or independent candidates;

(d) Voted ballots and signed ballot declarations from ser-
vice and overseas voters received no later than 8:00 p.m. on
election day;

(e) Resolutions from cities, towns, and other districts
calling for a special election;

(f) Voter registration forms, unless the form is illegible
or the signature image is poor quality requiring the county
auditor to reject the form;

(g) Signed ballot declarations, and any accompanying
materials, submitted pursuant to RCW 29A.60.165 and WAC
434-261-050; and

(h) Requests to withdraw.

(2) If payment of a fee is required, the electronic filing is
not complete until the fee is received.

(3) No initiative, referendum, recall, or other signature
petitions may be filed electronically.

(4) County auditors must use best practices provided by
the secretary of state for securely handling documents
received by fax and email.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 29A.04.611. WSR 19-05-041, § 434-208-060,
filed 2/14/19, effective 3/17/19; WSR 14-06-040, § 434-208-060, filed
2/26/14, effective 3/29/14. Statutory Authority: RCW 29A.04.611, 29A.04.-
620, and 29A.04.630. WSR 11-24-064, § 434-208-060, filed 12/6/11, effec-
tive 1/6/12. Statutory Authority: RCW 29A.04.611, 29A.04.255. WSR 11-
05-008, § 434-208-060, filed 2/3/11, effective 3/6/11. Statutory Authority:
RCW 29A.04.611. WSR 08-15-052, § 434-208-060, filed 7/11/08, effective
8/11/08; WSR 06-23-094, § 434-208-060, filed 11/15/06, effective 12/16/06.
Statutory Authority: RCW 29A.04.610. WSR 04-15-089, § 434-208-060,
filed 7/16/04, effective 8/16/04. Statutory Authority: 2002 ¢ 140 § 3. WSR
02-15-156, § 434-208-060, filed 7/23/02, effective 8/23/02. WSR 98-08-
010, recodified as § 434-208-060, filed 3/18/98, effective 3/18/98. Statutory

Authority: RCW 29.04.230. WSR 92-18-087, § 434-08-060, filed 9/2/92,
effective 10/3/92.]

WAC 434-208-110 References to time. References to
times of day (i.e., 8:00 p.m.) are according to Pacific Time.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 29A.04.611, 29A.04.620, and 29A.04.630. WSR
11-24-064, § 434-208-110, filed 12/6/11, effective 1/6/12. Statutory Author-
ity: RCW 29A.04.611. WSR 08-15-052, § 434-208-110, filed 7/11/08, effec-
tive 8/11/08.]
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WAC 434-208-120 Emergencies. As chief election
officer, the secretary of state shall make reasonable rules con-
sistent with federal and state election laws to effectuate any
provision of Title 29A RCW and to facilitate the execution of
its provisions in an orderly, timely, and uniform manner
relating to any federal, state, county, city, town, and district
election. In the event of a natural or manmade disaster or
catastrophe, the secretary of state will consult with county
auditors of impacted counties to determine the impact of the
disaster or catastrophe on the administration of the election,
and how best to mitigate that impact. The secretary of state
may adopt emergency rules and procedures necessary to
facilitate administration of the election in the impacted coun-
ties. The emergency rules and procedures must be limited in
duration and scope to that necessary to administer the elec-
tion. A natural or manmade disaster or catastrophe may
include, but is not limited to, fire, flood, mudslide, landslide,
tsunami, extreme snow or wind, pandemic, technological
failure, or broad scale violence or terrorism.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 29A.04.611. WSR 10-03-072, § 434-208-120,
filed 1/18/10, effective 2/18/10.]

WAC 434-208-130 Political parties. (1) For purposes
of RCW 42.17A.005, the secretary of state recognizes as a
minor political party a political party whose nominees for
president and vice president qualified to appear on the ballot
in the last preceding presidential election according to the
minor party nomination process provided in chapter 29A.56
RCW. A political party that qualifies as a minor political
party retains such status until certification of the next presi-
dential election. This definition is for purposes of chapter
42.17A RCW only.

(2) As allowed by WAC 434-215-012, 434-215-120, and
434-215-130, candidates for partisan office may state a pref-
erence for any political party and are not restricted to stating
a preference for a political party that meets the definition of
major or minor political party. A candidate's party preference
does not imply that the candidate is nominated or endorsed by
that party, or that the party approves of or associates with that
candidate. With the exception of elections for president and
vice president, a party's status as a major or minor political
party, or a candidate's preference for a major or minor politi-
cal party, plays no role in how candidates qualify to appear on
the primary election ballot, qualify to appear on the general
election ballot, or are elected to public office.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 29A.04.611. WSR 14-06-040, § 434-208-130,
filed 2/26/14, effective 3/29/14. Statutory Authority: RCW 29A.04.611,

29A.04.620, and 29A.04.630. WSR 11-24-064, § 434-208-130, filed
12/6/11, effective 1/6/12.]

WAC 434-208-140 Election notices. Election notices
are governed by RCW 29A.04.220 and 29A.52.355.

(1) "Short titles for ballot measures" means the name of
the jurisdiction, the measure number, and the heading or cap-
tion.

(2) The notice for elderly and disabled person required
by RCW 29A.04.220 may be combined with the notice of
election required by RCW 29A.52.355 in a single publica-
tion.

(3) Public meetings associated with the election include
county canvassing board meetings.

Elections

[Statutory Authority: RCW 29A.04.611. WSR 14-06-040, § 434-208-140,
filed 2/26/14, effective 3/29/14. Statutory Authority: RCW 29A.04.611,
29A.04.620, and 29A.04.630. WSR 11-24-064, § 434-208-140, filed
12/6/11, effective 1/6/12.]

WAC 434-208-160 Online information. The secretary
of state and each county auditor must provide information
online that includes, at a minimum, how to:

(1) Register to vote using a paper or online application;

(2) Confirm a registration status;

(3) Request a ballot or replacement ballot;

(4) For service and overseas voters, receive a ballot elec-
tronically;

(5) Update a residential address or mailing address;

(6) Contact the elections office by phone, fax, email,
mailing address, and physical address;

(7) Obtain information about the next election;

(8) For service or overseas voters, return a signed decla-
ration and voted ballot electronically;

(9) Confirm that a voted ballot has been received; and

(10) Obtain election results.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 29A.04.611. WSR 12-14-074, § 434-208-160,
filed 7/2/12, effective 8/2/12.]
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Chapter 434-209 WAC

CITIZEN'S COMMISSION ON SALARIES FOR ELECTED
OFFICIALS
(Formerly chapter 434-09 WAC)

WAC

434-209-010 Statement of purpose.

434-209-030 Qualification requirements.

434-209-050 Conducting the selection of names by lot.

434-209-060 Notifying persons selected by lot.

434-209-070 Determination of commission appointees from congres-

sional districts.
434-209-080 Names of selected persons to governor.
434-209-090 Vacancy on the commission.
DISPOSITION OF SECTIONS FORMERLY

CODIFIED IN THIS CHAPTER

434-209-020 Definitions. [Statutory Authority: RCW 29.04.080,
29.04.210, 29.36.150 and 29.79.200. WSR 97-21-045,
recodified as § 434-209-020, filed 10/13/97, effective
11/13/97. Statutory Authority: RCW 43.03.305. WSR
87-06-009 (Order 87-02), § 434-09-020, filed 2/19/87.]
Repealed by WSR 14-06-040, filed 2/26/14, effective
3/29/14. Statutory Authority: RCW 29A.04.611.

434-209-040 Transmitting and compiling the data file of records of

registered voters. [Statutory Authority: RCW 29.04.080,
29.04.210, 29.36.150 and 29.79.200. WSR 97-21-045,
recodified as § 434-209-040, filed 10/13/97, effective
11/13/97. Statutory Authority: RCW 43.03.305. WSR
87-06-009 (Order 87-02), § 434-09-040, filed 2/19/87.]
Repealed by WSR 03-23-094, filed 11/17/03, effective
12/18/03. Statutory Authority: RCW 43.03.305.

WAC 434-209-010 Statement of purpose. The pur-
pose of this chapter is to provide uniform procedures under
RCW 43.03.305(1) for the selection and notification by the
secretary of state of persons to be appointed to the Washing-
ton citizens' commission on salaries for elected officials.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 29.04.080, 29.04.210, 29.36.150 and 29.79.200.
WSR 97-21-045, recodified as § 434-209-010, filed 10/13/97, effective

11/13/97. Statutory Authority: RCW 43.03.305. WSR 87-06-009 (Order 87-
02), § 434-09-010, filed 2/19/87.]

WAC 434-209-030 Qualification requirements. Qual-
ification requirements for the citizen members selected in
accordance with this chapter to serve on the commission shall
be as required by the state Constitution and RCW 43.03.305:

(1) Any person selected under WAC 434-209-070 to
serve must be a registered voter and eligible to vote at the
time of selection in the congressional district from which that
person was selected;

(2) Any person selected under WAC 434-209-090 to
serve must be a registered voter and eligible to vote at the
time of selection;

(3) No state official, public employee or lobbyist or
immediate family member of such official, public employee
or lobbyist shall be eligible to serve.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 29.04.080, 29.04.210, 29.36.150 and 29.79.200.
WSR 97-21-045, recodified as § 434-209-030, filed 10/13/97, effective

11/13/97. Statutory Authority: RCW 43.03.305. WSR 87-06-009 (Order 87-
02), § 434-09-030, filed 2/19/87.]
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WAC 434-209-050 Conducting the selection of
names by lot. No later than May 20 of the year of selection,
the secretary of state shall arrange for the random selection of
approximately an equal number of names of registered voters
from each congressional district that requires appointment of
a new commissioner. The secretary of state may employ a
properly programmed electronic data processing system or
device to make the random selection of registered voters as
required by this section.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 43.03.305. WSR 03-23-094, § 434-209-050,
filed 11/17/03, effective 12/18/03. Statutory Authority: RCW 29.04.080,
29.04.210, 29.36.150 and 29.79.200. WSR 97-21-045, recodified as § 434-

209-050, filed 10/13/97, effective 11/13/97. Statutory Authority: RCW
43.03.305. WSR 87-06-009 (Order 87-02), § 434-09-050, filed 2/19/87.]

WAC 434-209-060 Notifying persons selected by lot.
(1) No later than May 31 of the year of selection, the secre-
tary of state shall notify by nonforwardable 1st class mail
each person selected by lot under WAC 434-209-050. The
notification shall contain a response form and prestamped,
self-addressed return envelope. The notification shall include
the statutory qualifications for membership on the commis-
sion as specified in RCW 43.03.305 and describe the duties
of the position under RCW 43.03.310. The notification shall
request the person selected to confirm on the form whether or
not they meet the statutory qualifications to serve on the com-
mission and to indicate if they are willing to serve on the
commission in the specified capacity. Each person shall be
requested to return the form no later than June 10 of that year.
Any selected person, by appropriate indication on the form,
may decline to serve on the commission. The secretary of
state shall take as conclusive indication that the person has
declined to serve if the form is not received by the secretary
of state on or before June 10 of that year. The notification
shall include an appropriate notice of this deadline.

(2) The secretary of state shall compile a list by congres-
sional district of each qualified person who has responded to
the notification, confirmed that they meet the specified qual-
ifications and are willing to serve on the commission as
requested in subsection (1) of this section.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 43.03.305. WSR 03-23-094, § 434-209-060,
filed 11/17/03, effective 12/18/03. Statutory Authority: RCW 29.04.080,
29.04.210, 29.36.150 and 29.79.200. WSR 97-21-045, recodified as § 434-

209-060, filed 10/13/97, effective 11/13/97. Statutory Authority: RCW
43.03.305. WSR 87-06-009 (Order 87-02), § 434-09-060, filed 2/19/87.]

WAC 434-209-070 Determination of commission
appointees from congressional districts. From the list pre-
pared under WAC 434-209-060(2), the secretary of state
shall conduct a separate, noncomputer selection by lot of all
qualified persons responding positively to the notice in WAC



434-209-080 Salaries for Elected Officials

434-209-060 from each congressional district. The persons
selected from each congressional district shall be listed in
order of selection.

This list shall serve as the list of registered voters for the
initial appointment and for filling any subsequent vacancy.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 29.04.080, 29.04.210, 29.36.150 and 29.79.200.
WSR 97-21-045, recodified as § 434-209-070, filed 10/13/97, effective

11/13/97. Statutory Authority: RCW 43.03.305. WSR 87-06-009 (Order 87-
02), § 434-09-070, filed 2/19/87.]

WAC 434-209-080 Names of selected persons to gov-
ernor. No later than July 1 of the year of selection, the secre-
tary of state shall forward to the governor the certified list of
the names of the first registered voter selected from each con-
gressional district under WAC 434-209-070. In the event that
one of the persons certified to the governor declines appoint-
ment, the secretary of state shall forward to the governor the
name of the next registered voter from the same congressio-
nal district on the list compiled under WAC 434-209-070.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 43.03.305. WSR 03-23-094, § 434-209-080,
filed 11/17/03, effective 12/18/03. Statutory Authority: RCW 29.04.080,
29.04.210, 29.36.150 and 29.79.200. WSR 97-21-045, recodified as § 434-

209-080, filed 10/13/97, effective 11/13/97. Statutory Authority: RCW
43.03.305. WSR 87-06-009 (Order 87-02), § 434-09-080, filed 2/19/87.]

WAC 434-209-090 Vacancy on the commission.
Whenever a vacancy exists in any of the congressional dis-
tricts, the governor shall notify the secretary of state of the
vacancy. The secretary of state shall forward to the governor
for appointment the next name on the list created in WAC
434-209-070 for that congressional district. This procedure
will be repeated until this list is exhausted.

If the list from a congressional district becomes depleted,
the secretary of state shall create a new list for that congres-
sional district using the most recent voter information
obtained from the county auditors. Except for the revision of
timelines under this section, the process for compiling the
data file of records of registered voters by congressional dis-
trict, conducting the selection by lot, notifying persons
selected, determining appointees, and forwarding to the gov-
ernor the certified list of the name of the registered voter
selected shall be substantially the same as specified in WAC
434-209-030 through 434-209-080.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 29.04.080, 29.04.210, 29.36.150 and 29.79.200.
WSR 97-21-045, recodified as § 434-209-090, filed 10/13/97, effective

11/13/97. Statutory Authority: RCW 43.03.305. WSR 87-06-009 (Order 87-
02), § 434-09-090, filed 2/19/87.]
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CODIFIED IN THIS CHAPTER

434-215-020 Declaration of candidacy—Precinct committee officer.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 29A.04.611. WSR 09-18-
098, § 434-215-020, filed 9/1/09, effective 10/2/09;
WSR 08-15-052, § 434-215-020, filed 7/11/08, effec-
tive 8/11/08. Statutory Authority: RCW 29A.04.611,
2006 ¢ 344. WSR 07-09-035, § 434-215-020, filed
4/11/07, effective 5/12/07. Statutory Authority: RCW
29A.04.611. WSR 06-14-049, § 434-215-020, filed
6/28/06, effective 7/29/06. WSR 02-09-007, recodified
as § 434-215-020, filed 4/4/02, effective 4/4/02. Statu-
tory Authority: RCW 29.04.080, 29.04.210, 29.36.150
and 29.79.200. WSR 97-21-045, recodified as § 434-
228-020, filed 10/13/97, effective 11/13/97. Statutory
Authority: 1990 ¢ 59. WSR 92-12-083, § 434-28-020,
filed 6/2/92, effective 7/3/92. Statutory Authority: RCW
29.04.080. WSR 84-15-050 (Order 84-2), § 434-28-020,
filed 7/16/84; Order 75-1, § 434-28-020, filed 6/26/75.]
Repealed by WSR 11-24-064, filed 12/6/11, effective
1/6/12. Statutory Authority: RCW 29A.04.611,
29A.04.620, and 29A.04.630.
Electronic filing—Eligible jurisdictions. [Statutory
Authority: RCW 29A.04.611. WSR 05-17-145, § 434-
215-080, filed 8/19/05, effective 9/19/05. Statutory
Authority: 2002 ¢ 140 § 3. WSR 02-15-156, § 434-215-
080, filed 7/23/02, effective 8/23/02.] Repealed by WSR
09-18-098, filed 9/1/09, effective 10/2/09. Statutory
Authority: RCW 29A.04.611.
Electronic filing—Required information. [Statutory
Authority: RCW 29A.04.611. WSR 05-17-145, § 434-
215-090, filed 8/19/05, effective 9/19/05. Statutory
Authority: 2002 ¢ 140 § 3. WSR 02-15-156, § 434-215-
090, filed 7/23/02, effective 8/23/02.] Repealed by WSR
10-03-072, filed 1/18/10, effective 2/18/10. Statutory
Authority: RCW 29A.04.611.
Voids in candidacy and vacancies in office. [Statutory
Authority: RCW 29A.04.611. WSR 08-15-052, § 434-
215-140, filed 7/11/08, effective 8/11/08.] Repealed by
WSR 11-24-064, filed 12/6/11, effective 1/6/12. Statu-
tory Authority: RCW 29A.04.611, 29A.04.620, and
29A.04.630.
No major party ticket. [Statutory Authority: RCW
29A.04.611. WSR 08-15-052, § 434-215-150, filed
7/11/08, effective 8/11/08.] Repealed by WSR 14-06-

434-215-080

434-215-090

434-215-140

434-215-150
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040, filed 2/26/14, effective 3/29/14. Statutory Author-
ity: RCW 29A.04.611.

Ranked choice voting. [Statutory Authority: RCW
29A.04.611. WSR 08-15-052, § 434-215-160, filed
7/11/08, effective 8/11/08.] Repealed by WSR 10-14-
091, filed 7/6/10, effective 8/6/10. Statutory Authority:
RCW 29A.04.611, 29A.08.420, 29A.24.131,
29A.40.110, 29A.46.020, and 29A.80.041.

434-215-160

WAC 434-215-005 Filing information—Question-
naire—Compiling and dissemination. (1) Prior to February
1, the county auditor shall send a questionnaire to the admin-
istrative authority of each local jurisdiction for which the
auditor is the candidate filing officer subject to the provisions
of RCW 29A.04.321 and 29A.04.330. The questionnaire
must be sent during the twelve months before the local juris-
diction is scheduled to elect officers. The purpose of the
questionnaire shall be to confirm information which the audi-
tor must use to properly conduct candidate filings for each
office. The questionnaire should request, at a minimum, con-
firmation of offices to be filled at the general election that
year, the name of the incumbent, and the annual salary for the
position at the time of the filing period. Responses should be
received prior to March 1 of that year so that the filing infor-
mation can be compiled and disseminated to the public at
least two weeks prior to the candidate filing period.

(2) If a jurisdiction fails to notify the county auditor prior
to the regular candidate filing period that an office is to be
filled at the general election and therefore the office is not
included in the regular candidate filing period, the county
auditor shall:

(a) Open the position during the remainder of the regular
filing period if the county auditor is notified in time to pro-
vide at least three days in the regular filing period. The
county auditor must post information online and notify the
press; or

(b) Open the position during a special three-day filing
period and treat the election as though there is a void in can-
didacy per RCW 29A.24.181.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 29A.04.611. WSR 19-12-115, § 434-215-005,
filed 6/5/19, effective 7/6/19. Statutory Authority: RCW 29A.04.611,
29A.04.620, and 29A.04.630. WSR 11-24-064, § 434-215-005, filed
12/6/11, effective 1/6/12. Statutory Authority: RCW 29A.04.611,
29A.08.420, 29A.24.131, 29A.40.110, 29A.46.020, and 29A.80.041. WSR
10-14-091, § 434-215-005, filed 7/6/10, effective 8/6/10. Statutory Author-
ity: RCW 29A.04.611. WSR 09-12-078, § 434-215-005, filed 5/29/09, effec-
tive 6/29/09. Statutory Authority: RCW 29A.04.611, 2006 ¢ 344. WSR 07-
09-035, § 434-215-005, filed 4/11/07, effective 5/12/07. Statutory Authority:
RCW 29A.04.611. WSR 06-14-049, § 434-215-005, filed 6/28/06, effective
7/29/06. Statutory Authority: RCW 29A.04.610. WSR 04-15-089, § 434-
215-005, filed 7/16/04, effective 8/16/04. WSR 02-09-007, recodified as §
434-215-005, filed 4/4/02, effective 4/4/02. Statutory Authority: RCW
29.04.080, 29.04.210, 29.36.150 and 29.79.200. WSR 97-21-045, § 434-
228-005, filed 10/13/97, effective 11/13/97.]



434-215-012 Declarations of Candidacy and Filing Procedures

WAC 434-215-012 Declaration of candidacy. Declarations of candidacy filed either in person or by mail shall be in sub-
stantially the following form:

Washington State Declaration of Candidacy

candidate
information | first name middle last
as registered
to vote
residential address city / zip
date of birth email address phone number
campaign
contact campaign phone campaign email
information
for
publication mailing address (if different from residential address) city / zip
campaign website
ballot
information | jurisdiction office name position number
exact name | would like printed on the ballot
political party | prefer to be printed on the ballot, if filing for partisan office:
O (Prefers ‘ Party)
O (States No Party Preference)
filing fee O The office has no filing fee
O Afiling fee of $ accompanies the declaration of candidacy
O I lack sufficient funds and submit a filing fee petition in lieu of the filing fee under RCW 29A.24.091
oath | declare that the above information is true, that | am a registered voter residing at the address listed above,
that | am a candidate for the office listed above, and that, at the time of filing this declaration, | am legally
qualified to assume office.
| swear, or affirm, that | will support the Constitution and laws of the United States, and the Constitution
and laws of the State of Washington.
sign date
here here
for office submission date voter registration number
use only
S
office code fee 8
oo

The filing officer must provide a paper or electronic copy of the filed declaration of candidacy to the candidate and to the public
disclosure commission.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 29A.04.611, 29A.24.091, 29A.24.311, 29A.60.021, 29A.60.185, 29A.60.170, 29A.60.110, and 29A.60.235. WSR 19-01-102, §
434-215-012, filed 12/18/18, effective 1/18/19. Statutory Authority: RCW 29A.04.611 and 29A.04.620. WSR 16-13-063, § 434-215-012, filed 6/13/16, effec-
tive 7/14/16. Statutory Authority: RCW 29A.04.611. WSR 10-03-072, § 434-215-012, filed 1/18/10, effective 2/18/10; WSR 08-15-052, § 434-215-012, filed
7/11/08, effective 8/11/08; WSR 06-14-049, § 434-215-012, filed 6/28/06 effective 7/29/06 Statutory Authority: 2002 ¢ 140 § 3. WSR 02-15-156, § 434-215-
012, filed 7/23/02, effective 8/23/02. WSR 02-09- 007, recodified as § 434-215-012, filed 4/4/02, effective 4/4/02. Statutory Authority: RCW 29.04. 080,
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Declarations of Candidacy and Filing Procedures 434-215-015

29.04.210, 29.36.150 and 29.79.200. WSR 97-21-045, recodified as § 434-228-012, filed 10/13/97, effective 11/13/97. Statutory Authority: 1990 ¢ 59. WSR 92-
12-083, § 434-28-012, filed 6/2/92, effective 7/3/92. Statutory Authority: RCW 29.04.080. WSR 84-15-050 (Order 84-2), § 434-28-012, filed 7/16/84; WSR 80-
05-014 (Order 80-1), § 434-28-012, filed 4/8/80.]

WAC 434-215-015 Write-in declaration of candidacy. Declarations of candidacy filed either in person or by mail shall
be in substantially the following form:

Washington State Declaration of Write-in Candidacy

candidate
information | first name middle last
as registered
to vote
residential address city / zip
date of birth email address phone number
campaign
contact campaign phone campaign email
information
for
publication mailing address (if different from residential address) city / zip
campaign website
ballot I am a write-in candidate for: O Primary O General
information
if qualifying _ _ _
jurisdiction office name position number
exact name | would like printed on the ballot if | qualify
political party | prefer to be printed on the ballot, if filing for partisan office:
O (Prefers Party)
O (States No Party Preference)
filing fee ’ . . .
O The office has no filing fee if filed 19+ days before election day
O Afiling fee of $ accompanies the declaration of candidacy (up to 18 days before election day.)
O I lack sufficient funds and submit a filing fee petition in lieu of the filing fee under RCW 29A.24.091
oath . L . - .
| declare that the above information is true, that | am a registered voter residing at the address listed above,
that | am a candidate for the office listed above, and that, at the time of filing this declaration, | am legally
qualified to assume office.
| swear, or affirm, that | will support the Constitution and laws of the United States, and the Constitution
and laws of the State of Washington.
sign date
here here
for office | .
use only submission date voter registration number
3
office code fee S
e

[Statutory Authority: RCW 29A.04.611, 29A.24.091, 29A.24.311, 29A.60.021, 29A.60.185, 29A.60.170, 29A.60.110, and 29A.60.235. WSR 19-01-102, §
434-215-015, filed 12/18/18, effective 1/18/19. Statutory Authority: RCW 29A.04.611 and 29A.04.620. WSR 16-13-063, § 434-215-015, filed 6/13/16, effec-

tive 7/14/16.]
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434-215-021

Declarations of Candidacy and Filing Procedures

WAC 434-215-021 Declaration of candidacy—Precinct committee officer. Declarations of candidacy for the office of
precinct committee officer shall be in substantially the following form:

Declaration of Candidacy
Precinct Committee Officer

instructions

File this form with your county elections department.
No filing fee is required.
Note: This document becomes public record once filed.

office
information

member of the O Democratic Party

O Republican Party

precinct representing (name / number)

personal
information
as registered | first name middle last
to vote
date of birth (mm/dd/yyyy) phone number
residential address city / ZIP
ballot

information

exact name | would like printed on the ballot (only contested races will appear on the ballot)

contact
information
mailing address (if different from residential address) city / ZIP
email address phone number
oath | declare that the above information is true, that | am a registered voter residing at the residential address
and precinct listed above, and that | am a candidate for Precinct Committee Officer for the party and precinct
identified above.
Further, | declare, under penalty of perjury, that | will support the Constitution and laws of the United States,
and the Constitution and laws of the State of Washington.
sign date
here here
for office
use only
voter registration number date
[] precinct verified office code
staff

2L02/€0
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Declarations of Candidacy and Filing Procedures

[Statutory Authority: RCW 29A.04.611. WSR 14-06-040, § 434-215-021,
filed 2/26/14, effective 3/29/14; WSR 12-14-074, § 434-215-021, filed
7/2/12, effective 8/2/12.]

WAC 434-215-024 Insufficient payment of a filing
fee. If, after the last day to withdraw, a county auditor learns
that a candidate provided insufficient funds for a filing fee,
the county auditor must recoup that cost through other allow-
able means.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 29A.04.611, 29A.04.255. WSR 11-05-008, §
434-215-024, filed 2/3/11, effective 3/6/11.]

WAC 434-215-025 Filing fee petitions. (1) When a
candidate submits a filing fee petition in lieu of his or her fil-
ing fee, as authorized by RCW 29A.24.091, voters eligible to
vote on the office in the general election are eligible to sign
the candidate's filing fee petition.

(2) A candidate submitting a filing fee petition in the
place of a filing fee may not file the declaration of candidacy
electronically.

(3) A candidate submitting a filing fee petition must sub-
mit all signatures when filing the declaration of candidacy.
The candidate cannot supplement the signatures at a later
date.

(4) The filing officer shall verify the candidate has sub-
mitted sufficient number of valid signatures equal to the fil-
ing fee. The first valid signature of a voter counts toward the
number of signatures required. Duplicate signatures are
invalid.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 29A.04.611, 29A.24.091, 29A.24.311,
29A.60.021, 29A.60.185, 29A.60.170, 29A.60.110, and 29A.60.235. WSR
19-01-102, § 434-215-025, filed 12/18/18, effective 1/18/19. Statutory
Authority: RCW 29A.04.611. WSR 14-06-040, § 434-215-025, filed
2/26/14, effective 3/29/14. Statutory Authority: RCW 29A.04.611,
29A.04.255. WSR 11-05-008, § 434-215-025, filed 2/3/11, effective 3/6/11.
Statutory Authority: RCW 29A.04.611. WSR 10-03-072, § 434-215-025,
filed 1/18/10, effective 2/18/10; WSR 08-15-052, § 434-215-025, filed

7/11/08, effective 8/11/08; WSR 07-09-036, § 434-215-025, filed 4/11/07,
effective 5/12/07.]

WAC 434-215-040 Filing notification. Declarations of
candidacy for legislative, court of appeals, and superior court
districts located within one county must be filed with the
county auditor. All information listed on the declaration of
candidacy for these offices must be sent electronically to the
secretary of state the same day the filing was accepted.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 29A.04.611, 29A.04.620, and 29A.04.630. WSR
11-24-064, § 434-215-040, filed 12/6/11, effective 1/6/12. Statutory Author-

ity: RCW 29A.04.611. WSR 09-18-098, § 434-215-040, filed 9/1/09, effec-
tive 10/2/09.]

WAC 434-215-050 Use of title, rank, or symbols pro-
hibited. No person when filing for office shall be permitted
to use any title, rank, or symbol instead of, or in conjunction
with, his or her name including, but not limited to, Mr., Mrs.,
Dr., Ph.D., J.D., Gen., except as may be provided by law or
administrative rule.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 29A.04.611. WSR 17-12-090, § 434-215-050,
filed 6/6/17, effective 7/7/17; WSR 06-23-094, § 434-215-050, filed
11/15/06, effective 12/16/06. WSR 02-09-007, recodified as § 434-215-050,
filed 4/4/02, effective 4/4/02. Statutory Authority: RCW 29.04.080,
29.04.210, 29.36.150 and 29.79.200. WSR 97-21-045, recodified as § 434-

228-050, filed 10/13/97, effective 11/13/97. Statutory Authority: 1990 ¢ 59.
WSR 92-12-083, § 434-28-050, filed 6/2/92, effective 7/3/92.]
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434-215-070

WAC 434-215-060 Duplication of names. Whenever,
in the judgment of the filing officer, two or more candidates
have filed for the same office whose names are so similar as
to be confusing to voters, he or she shall differentiate
between the candidates by the inclusion of additional infor-
mation in connection with the name as it appears on the bal-
lot. Such differentiation may be made by the inclusion of the
candidate's occupation, status as incumbent or challenger, or
by any other means which, in the judgment of the filing offi-
cer, fairly and impartially distinguishes the candidates. The
filing officer may solicit suggestions and input from the can-
didates involved in order to resolve the situation.

[WSR 02-09-007, recodified as § 434-215-060, filed 4/4/02, effective
4/4/02. Statutory Authority: RCW 29.04.080, 29.04.210, 29.36.150 and
29.79.200. WSR 97-21-045, recodified as § 434-228-060, filed 10/13/97,

effective 11/13/97. Statutory Authority: 1990 ¢ 59. WSR 92-12-083, § 434-
28-060, filed 6/2/92, effective 7/3/92.]

WAC 434-215-065 Withdrawal of candidacy. Consis-
tent with RCW 29A.24.131, a candidate may withdraw his or
her declaration of candidacy at any time before the close of
business on the Monday following the last day for candidates
to file. The candidate must file a signed request that his or her
name not be printed on the ballot. This request to withdraw
must be filed with the officer who accepted the declaration of
candidacy. A request to withdraw may be filed electronically.
Once filed, the withdrawal cannot be revoked. There shall be
no withdrawal period for declarations of candidacy filed
during special filing periods.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 29A.04.611. WSR 17-12-090, § 434-215-065,
filed 6/6/17, effective 7/7/17. Statutory Authority: RCW 29A.04.611,
29A.04.620, and 29A.04.630. WSR 11-24-064, § 434-215-065, filed
12/6/11, effective 1/6/12. Statutory Authority: RCW 29A.04.611,
29A.04.255. WSR 11-05-008, § 434-215-065, filed 2/3/11, effective 3/6/11.
Statutory Authority: RCW 29A.04.611, 29A.08.420, 29A.24.131,
29A.40.110, 29A.46.020, and 29A.80.041. WSR 10-14-091, § 434-215-065,
filed 7/6/10, effective 8/6/10. Statutory Authority: RCW 29A.04.611,

29A.04.530. WSR 06-02-028, § 434-215-065, filed 12/28/05, effective
1/28/06.]

WAC 434-215-070 Electronic filing—Requirements.
An electronic system to file declarations of candidacy shall
be an online system accessible to candidates on the world
wide web that is capable of:

(1) Recording each candidate's name, date of birth, voter
registration address, mailing address, phone number, email
address, and political party preference for partisan offices,
and the office and position number for which each candidate
is filing;

(2) Verifying the candidate's voter registration status,
and that the voter registration address is within the jurisdic-
tion of the office for which the candidate is filing;

(3) Accepting electronic transfer of funds for the pay-
ment of filing fees;

(4) Informing, and requiring each candidate to acknowl-
edge, that submission of the form constitutes agreement that
the information provided with the filing is true, that he or she
will support the Constitution and laws of the United States
and the state of Washington, and that he or she agrees to elec-
tronic payment of any filing fees; and

(5) Allowing the filing officer to verify each filing before
it is made public.



434-215-110

[Statutory Authority: RCW 29A.04.611. WSR 10-03-072, § 434-215-070,
filed 1/18/10, effective 2/18/10; WSR 05-17-145, § 434-215-070, filed
8/19/05, effective 9/19/05. Statutory Authority: 2002 ¢ 140 § 3. WSR 02-15-
156, § 434-215-070, filed 7/23/02, effective 8/23/02.]

WAC 434-215-110 Electronic filing—Interlocal
agreements. The secretary of state may enter into interlocal
agreements with county auditors to provide services to allow
county auditors to accept electronic filings. Nothing in an
agreement shall contravene RCW 29A.24.070, determining
where candidates file for office.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 29A.04.611. WSR 05-17-145, § 434-215-110,

filed 8/19/05, effective 9/19/05. Statutory Authority: 2002 ¢ 140 § 3. WSR
02-15-156, § 434-215-110, filed 7/23/02, effective 8/23/02.]

WAC 434-215-120 Political party preference by can-
didate for partisan office. (1) On a declaration of candidacy,
a candidate for partisan congressional, state, or county office
may state his or her preference for a political party, or not
state a preference. The candidate may use up to eighteen
characters for the name of the political party. A candidate's
party preference, or the fact that the candidate states no pref-
erence, must be printed with the candidate's name on the bal-
lot and in any voters' pamphlets printed by the office of the
secretary of state or a county auditor's office.

(2) If a candidate does not indicate a party that he or she
prefers, then the candidate has stated no party preference and
is listed as such on the ballot and in any voters' pamphlets.

(3) The filing officer may not print on the ballots, in a
voters' pamphlet, or other election materials a political party
name that is obscene. If the name of the political party pro-
vided by the candidate would be considered obscene, the fil-
ing officer may petition the superior court pursuant to RCW
29A.68.011 for a judicial determination that the party name
be edited to remove the obscenity, or rejected and replaced
with "states no party preference."

(4) A candidate's preference may not imply that the can-
didate is nominated or endorsed by the party, or that the party
approves of or associates with that candidate. If the name of
the political party provided by the candidate implies that the
candidate is nominated or endorsed by a political party, or
that a political party approves of or associates with that can-
didate, the filing officer may petition the superior court pur-
suant to RCW 29A.68.011 for a judicial determination that
the party name be edited, or rejected and replaced with "states
no party preference."

[Statutory Authority: RCW 29A.04.611, 29A.24.091, 29A.24.311,
29A.60.021, 29A.60.185, 29A.60.170, 29A.60.110, and 29A.60.235. WSR
19-01-102, § 434-215-120, filed 12/18/18, effective 1/18/19. Statutory

Authority: RCW 29A.04.611. WSR 08-15-052, § 434-215-120, filed
7/11/08, effective 8/11/08.]

WAC 434-215-130 Minor political party candidates
and independent candidates. (1) In the election system
enacted as chapter 2, Laws of 2005, there is no distinction
between major party candidates, minor party candidates, or
independent candidates filing for partisan congressional,
state, or county office. All candidates filing for these partisan
offices have the same filing and qualifying requirements. All
candidates for partisan office have the option of stating on the
ballot their preference for a political party, or stating no party
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preference. The party preference information plays no role in
determining how candidates are elected to public office.

(2) If two or more certificates of nomination are filed
purporting to nominate the same candidates for president and
vice president by two different minor political parties, or both
by a party and as an independent candidate, the first valid cer-
tificate of nomination filed with the secretary of state shall be
accepted and subsequent certificates must be rejected.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 29A.04.611. WSR 14-06-040, § 434-215-130,
filed 2/26/14, effective 3/29/14; WSR 12-14-074, § 434-215-130, filed

7/2/12, effective 8/2/12; WSR 08-15-052, § 434-215-130, filed 7/11/08,
effective 8/11/08.]

WAC 434-215-165 Presidential nominations by
major political parties. Nominations for president and vice
president by major political parties are conducted at each
party's national convention. Immediately following the con-
vention, each party must submit a certificate of nomination
and list of electors to the secretary of state in order to place
the nominees on the presidential general election ballot.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 29A.04.611, 29A.04.620, and 29A.04.630. WSR
11-24-064, § 434-215-165, filed 12/6/11, effective 1/6/12.]

WAC 434-215-170 Filing qualifications. When state
law requires a candidate to possess all qualifications of the
office at the time of candidate filing, a candidate must satisfy
this requirement at the time of candidate filing; a candidate
cannot rely on possessing the qualifications at a later time,
such as election day or the beginning of the term of office.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 29A.04.611. WSR 10-03-072, § 434-215-170,
filed 1/18/10, effective 2/18/10.]

WAC 434-215-180 Write-in candidates. A candidate
desiring to file as a write-in candidate must file the write-in
declaration of candidacy no later than 8:00 p.m. on election
day. If a write-in declaration of candidacy is filed with the fil-
ing officer after the close of the regular candidate filing
period per RCW 29A.24.050 and more than eighteen days
before a primary or election, no filing fee is required.

Candidates filing a write-in declaration of candidacy on
or after the eighteenth day before 