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LAW-ABIDING CITIZENS HAVE EVERY RIGHT TO DEFEND THEMSELVES ACT 

 
    AN ACT Relating to a law-abiding citizen’s right to self-defense with a gun or 
other arm; amending RCW 9.41.040, 9.41.045, 9.41.370, 9.41.110, 9.41.375, 
9.41.390, 9.41.395, and 9.41.--- and 2024 c ... s 2 (House Bill 1902, Laws of 
2024); adding new sections to chapter 9.41 RCW; creating new sections; 
repealing RCW 9.41.110; requiring an effective date; and requiring a 
contingent effective date.  
 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON: 
 
    NEW SECTION.  Sec. 1.  A new section is added to chapter 9.41 RCW and 
reads as follows: 
    The government is prohibited from restricting a law-abiding citizen’s right 
to purchase or possess a gun or other arm for self-defense, and prohibit 
government registries of such law-abiding citizens unless federal law requires 
it.  
 
    NEW SECTION.  Sec. 2.  A new section is added to chapter 9.41 RCW and 
reads as follows: 
    For the purposes of this chapter, “law-abiding citizen” means a person who 
is eligible to possess a firearm and not a person who is ineligible to possess a 
firearm under RCW 9.41.040 (section 3) or 9.41.045 (section 4) or federal law.  
  
    Sec. 3.  RCW 9.41.040 and 2022 c 268 s 28 are each amended to read as 
follows: 
    (1) This section describes persons who are ineligible to possess a firearm 
and therefore are not categorized as law-abiding citizens under section 2 of 
this act. 
   (((1))) (2)(a) A person, whether an adult or juvenile, is guilty of the crime of 
unlawful possession of a firearm in the first degree, if the person owns, has in 
his or her possession, or has in his or her control any firearm after having 
previously been convicted or found not guilty by reason of insanity in this 
state or elsewhere of any serious offense as defined in this chapter. 



   

    (b) Unlawful possession of a firearm in the first degree is a class B felony 
punishable according to chapter 9A.20 RCW. 
    (((2))) (3)(a) A person, whether an adult or juvenile, is guilty of the crime of 
unlawful possession of a firearm in the second degree, if the person does not 
qualify under subsection (1) of this section for the crime of unlawful 
possession of a firearm in the first degree and the person owns, has in his or 
her possession, or has in his or her control any firearm: 
    (i) After having previously been convicted or found not guilty by reason of 
insanity in this state or elsewhere of any felony not specifically listed as 
prohibiting firearm possession under subsection (1) of this section, or any of 
the following crimes when committed by one family or household member 
against another or by one intimate partner against another, as those terms 
are defined by the statutes in effect at the time of the commission of the 
crime, committed on or after July 1, 1993: Assault in the fourth degree, 
coercion, stalking, reckless endangerment, criminal trespass in the first 
degree, or violation of the provisions of a protection order or no-contact 
order restraining the person or excluding the person from a residence 
(RCW 10.99.040 or any of the former RCW 26.50.060, 26.50.070, 
and 26.50.130); 
    (ii) After having previously been convicted or found not guilty by reason of 
insanity in this state or elsewhere of harassment when committed by one 
family or household member against another or by one intimate partner 
against another, committed on or after June 7, 2018; 
    (iii) After having previously been convicted or found not guilty by reason of 
insanity in this state or elsewhere of a violation of the provisions of a 
protection order under chapter 7.105 RCW restraining the person or 
excluding the person from a residence, when committed by one family or 
household member against another or by one intimate partner against 
another, committed on or after July 1, 2022; 
    (iv) During any period of time that the person is subject to a court order 
issued under chapter 7.105, 9A.46, 10.99, 26.09, 26.26A, or 26.26B RCW or 
any of the former chapters 7.90, 7.92, 10.14, and 26.50 RCW that: 
    (A) Was issued after a hearing for which the person received actual notice, 
and at which the person had an opportunity to participate, whether the court 
then issues a full order or reissues a temporary order. If the court enters an 
agreed order by the parties without a hearing, such an order meets the 
requirements of this subsection; 
    (B) Restrains the person from harassing, stalking, or threatening the person 
protected under the order or child of the person or protected person, or 
engaging in other conduct that would place the protected person in 
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reasonable fear of bodily injury to the protected person or child; and 
    (C)(I) Includes a finding that the person represents a credible threat to the 
physical safety of the protected person or child or by its terms explicitly 
prohibits the use, attempted use, or threatened use of physical force against 
the protected person or child that would reasonably be expected to cause 
bodily injury; or 
    (II) Includes an order under RCW 9.41.800 requiring the person to 
surrender all firearms and prohibiting the person from accessing, having in his 
or her custody or control, possessing, purchasing, receiving, or attempting to 
purchase or receive, firearms; 
    (v) After having previously been involuntarily committed based on a mental 
disorder under RCW 71.05.240, 71.05.320, 71.34.740, 71.34.750, 
chapter 10.77 RCW, or equivalent statutes of another jurisdiction, unless his 
or her right to possess a firearm has been restored as provided in 
RCW 9.41.047; 
    (vi) After dismissal of criminal charges based on incompetency to stand trial 
under RCW 10.77.088 when the court has made a finding indicating that the 
defendant has a history of one or more violent acts, unless his or her right to 
possess a firearm has been restored as provided in RCW 9.41.047; 
    (vii) If the person is under 18 years of age, except as provided in 
RCW 9.41.042; and/or 
    (viii) If the person is free on bond or personal recognizance pending trial, 
appeal, or sentencing for a serious offense as defined in RCW 9.41.010. 
    (b) Unlawful possession of a firearm in the second degree is a class C felony 
punishable according to chapter 9A.20 RCW. 
    (((3))) (4) Notwithstanding RCW 9.41.047 or any other provisions of law, as 
used in this chapter, a person has been "convicted," whether in an adult court 
or adjudicated in a juvenile court, at such time as a plea of guilty has been 
accepted or a verdict of guilty has been filed, notwithstanding the pendency 
of any future proceedings including, but not limited to, sentencing or 
disposition, post-trial or post-fact-finding motions, and appeals. Conviction 
includes a dismissal entered after a period of probation, suspension, or 
deferral of sentence, and also includes equivalent dispositions by courts in 
jurisdictions other than Washington state. A person shall not be precluded 
from possession of a firearm if the conviction has been the subject of a 
pardon, annulment, certificate of rehabilitation, or other equivalent 
procedure based on a finding of the rehabilitation of the person convicted or 
the conviction or disposition has been the subject of a pardon, annulment, or 
other equivalent procedure based on a finding of innocence. Where no record 
of the court's disposition of the charges can be found, there shall be a 
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rebuttable presumption that the person was not convicted of the charge. 
   (((4))) (5)(a) Notwithstanding subsection (1) or (2) of this section, a person 
convicted or found not guilty by reason of insanity of an offense prohibiting 
the possession of a firearm under this section other than murder, 
manslaughter, robbery, rape, indecent liberties, arson, assault, kidnapping, 
extortion, burglary, or violations with respect to controlled substances under 
RCW 69.50.401 and 69.50.410, who received a probationary sentence under 
RCW 9.95.200, and who received a dismissal of the charge under 
RCW 9.95.240, shall not be precluded from possession of a firearm as a result 
of the conviction or finding of not guilty by reason of insanity. 
Notwithstanding any other provisions of this section, if a person is prohibited 
from possession of a firearm under subsection (1) or (2) of this section and 
has not previously been convicted or found not guilty by reason of insanity of 
a sex offense prohibiting firearm ownership under subsection (1) or (2) of this 
section and/or any felony defined under any law as a class A felony or with a 
maximum sentence of at least 20 years, or both, the individual may petition a 
court of record to have his or her right to possess a firearm restored: 
    (i) Under RCW 9.41.047; and/or 
    (ii)(A) If the conviction or finding of not guilty by reason of insanity was for a 
felony offense, after five or more consecutive years in the community without 
being convicted or found not guilty by reason of insanity or currently charged 
with any felony, gross misdemeanor, or misdemeanor crimes, if the individual 
has no prior felony convictions that prohibit the possession of a firearm 
counted as part of the offender score under RCW 9.94A.525; or 
    (B) If the conviction or finding of not guilty by reason of insanity was for a 
nonfelony offense, after three or more consecutive years in the community 
without being convicted or found not guilty by reason of insanity or currently 
charged with any felony, gross misdemeanor, or misdemeanor crimes, if the 
individual has no prior felony convictions that prohibit the possession of a 
firearm counted as part of the offender score under RCW 9.94A.525 and the 
individual has completed all conditions of the sentence. 
    (b) An individual may petition a court of record to have his or her right to 
possess a firearm restored under (a) of this subsection only at: 
    (i) The court of record that ordered the petitioner's prohibition on 
possession of a firearm; or 
    (ii) The superior court in the county in which the petitioner resides. 
    (((5))) (6) In addition to any other penalty provided for by law, if a person 
under the age of 18 years is found by a court to have possessed a firearm in a 
vehicle in violation of subsection (1) or (2) of this section or to have 
committed an offense while armed with a firearm during which offense a 
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motor vehicle served an integral function, the court shall notify the 
department of licensing within 24 hours and the person's privilege to drive 
shall be revoked under RCW 46.20.265, unless the offense is the juvenile's 
first offense in violation of this section and has not committed an offense 
while armed with a firearm, an unlawful possession of a firearm offense, or an 
offense in violation of chapter 66.44, 69.52, 69.41, or 69.50 RCW. 
   (((6))) (7) Nothing in chapter 129, Laws of 1995 shall ever be construed or 
interpreted as preventing an offender from being charged and subsequently 
convicted for the separate felony crimes of theft of a firearm or possession of 
a stolen firearm, or both, in addition to being charged and subsequently 
convicted under this section for unlawful possession of a firearm in the first or 
second degree. Notwithstanding any other law, if the offender is convicted 
under this section for unlawful possession of a firearm in the first or second 
degree and for the felony crimes of theft of a firearm or possession of a stolen 
firearm, or both, then the offender shall serve consecutive sentences for each 
of the felony crimes of conviction listed in this subsection. 
   (((7))) (8) Each firearm unlawfully possessed under this section shall be a 
separate offense. 
 
    Sec. 4.  RCW 9.41.045 and 2009 c 28 s 2 are each amended to read as 
follows: 
    This section describes persons who are ineligible to possess a firearm and 
therefore are not categorized as law-abiding citizens under section 2 of this 
act.  As a sentence condition and requirement, offenders under the 
supervision of the department of corrections pursuant to 
chapter 9.94A RCW shall not own, use, or possess firearms or ammunition. 
In addition to any penalty imposed pursuant to RCW 9.41.040 when 
applicable, offenders found to be in actual or constructive possession of 
firearms or ammunition shall be subject to the appropriate violation process 
and sanctions as provided for in RCW 9.94A.633, 9.94A.716, or 9.94A.737. 
Firearms or ammunition owned, used, or possessed by offenders may be 
confiscated by community corrections officers and turned over to the 
Washington state patrol for disposal as provided in RCW 9.41.098.  
 
    Sec. 5.  RCW 9.41.370 and 2022 c 104 s 3 are each amended to read as 
follows: 
    (1) No person in this state may manufacture, import, distribute, sell, or 
offer for sale any large capacity magazine subject to the limits set forth in 
section 1 of this act, except as authorized in this section. 
    (2) Subsection (1) of this section does not apply to any of the following: 
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    (a) The manufacture, importation, distribution, offer for sale, or sale of a 
large capacity magazine by a licensed firearms manufacturer for the 
purposes of sale to any branch of the armed forces of the United States or 
the state of Washington, or to a law enforcement agency in this state for 
use by that agency or its employees for law enforcement purposes; 
    (b) The importation, distribution, offer for sale, or sale of a large capacity 
magazine by a dealer that is properly licensed under federal and state law 
for the purpose of sale to any branch of the armed forces of the United 
States or the state of Washington, or to a law enforcement agency in this 
state for use by that agency or its employees for law enforcement purposes; 
    (c) The distribution, offer for sale, or sale of a large capacity magazine to 
or by a dealer that is properly licensed under federal and state law where 
the dealer acquires the large capacity magazine from a person legally 
authorized to possess or transfer the large capacity magazine for the 
purpose of selling or transferring the large capacity magazine to a person 
who does not reside in this state. 
    (3) A person who violates this section is guilty of a gross misdemeanor 
punishable under chapter 9A.20 RCW. 
 
    Sec. 6.  RCW 9.41.375 and 2022 c 104 s 4 are each amended to read as 
follows: 
    Distributing, selling, offering for sale, or facilitating the sale, distribution, 
or transfer of a large capacity magazine online is an unfair or deceptive act 
or practice or unfair method of competition in the conduct of trade or 
commerce for purposes of the consumer protection act, chapter 19.86 RCW 
subject to the limits set forth in section 1 of this act. 
 
    Sec. 7.  RCW 9.41.390 and 2023 c 162 are each amended to read as 
follows: 
    (1) No person in this state may manufacture, import, distribute, sell, or 
offer for sale any assault weapon, except as authorized in this section and 
subject to the limits set forth in section 1 of this act. 
    (2) Subsection (1) of this section is subject to the limits set forth in section 
1 of this act and does not apply to any of the following: 
    (a) The manufacture, importation, distribution, offer for sale, or sale of an 
assault weapon by a licensed firearms manufacturer for the purposes of 
sale to any branch of the armed forces of the United States or the state of 
Washington, or to any law enforcement agency for use by that agency or its 
employees for law enforcement purposes, or to a person who does not 
reside in this state; 
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    (b) The importation, distribution, offer for sale, or sale of an assault 
weapon by a dealer that is properly licensed under federal and state law for 
the purpose of sale to any branch of the armed forces of the United States 
or the state of Washington, or to a law enforcement agency in this state for 
use by that agency or its employees for law enforcement purposes;  
    (c) The distribution, offer for sale, or sale of an assault weapon to or by a 
dealer that is properly licensed under federal and state law, subject to the 
limits set forth in section 1 of this act, where the dealer acquires the assault 
weapon from an individual legally authorized to possess or transfer the 
assault weapon for the purpose of selling or transferring the assault weapon 
to a person who does not reside in this state. The purpose of this section is 
to allow individuals who no longer wish to own an assault weapon to sell 
their assault weapon and is not intended to allow Washington dealers to 
purchase assault weapons wholesale for the purpose of selling a stock or 
inventory of assault weapons online or in person to nonresidents; or 
     (d) The receipt of an assault weapon by a person who, on or after the 
effective date of this section, acquires possession of the assault weapon by 
operation of law upon the death of the former owner who was in legal 
possession of the assault weapon, provided the person in possession of the 
assault weapon can establish such provenance subject to the limits set forth 
in section 1 of this act. Receipt under this subsection (2)(d) is not 
"distribution" under this chapter. A person who legally receives an assault 
weapon under this subsection (2)(d) may not sell or transfer the assault 
weapon to any other person in this state other than to a licensed dealer, to 
a federally licensed gunsmith for the purpose of service or repair, or to a 
law enforcement agency for the purpose of permanently relinquishing the 
assault weapon subject to the limits set forth in section 1 of this act. 
    (3) For the purposes of this section, "law enforcement agency" means any 
(a) general authority Washington law enforcement agency as defined in 
RCW 10.93.020; (b) limited authority Washington law enforcement agency 
as defined in RCW 10.93.020; or (c) equivalent federal, state, or local law 
enforcement agency in the United States.  
    (4) A person who violates this section is guilty of a gross misdemeanor. 
    (5) This section is subject to the limits set forth in section 1 of this act. 
 
    Sec. 8.  RCW 9.41.395 and 2023 c 162 s 4 are each amended to read as 
follows: 
    (1) Subject to the limits set forth in section 1, ((T))the legislature finds that 
manufacturing, importing, distributing, selling, or offering for sale any 
assault weapon in violation of RCW 9.41.390 are matters vitally affecting 



   

the public interest for the purpose of applying the consumer protection act, 
chapter 19.86 RCW; are not reasonable in relation to the development and 
preservation of business; and constitutes an unfair or deceptive act in trade 
or commerce and an unfair method of competition for the purpose of 
applying the consumer protection act, chapter 19.86 RCW. 
    (2) A violation of RCW 9.41.390 is an unfair or deceptive act or practice or 
unfair method of competition in the conduct of trade or commerce for 
purposes of the consumer protection act, chapter 19.86 RCW. 
    (3) Any person or entity that receives a civil investigative demand issued 
pursuant to RCW 19.86.110 and that has an objection to answering in whole 
or in part may avail themselves of the procedural protections afforded in 
RCW 19.86.110(8). Further, the attorney general shall not share with a law 
enforcement agency conducting a criminal investigation any materials or 
information obtained via a response to a civil investigative demand issued 
pursuant to RCW 19.86.110 unless such information or materials are 
required to be disclosed pursuant to issuance of a search warrant. 
    (4) This section is subject to the limits set forth in section 1 of this act. 
 
    Sec. 9.  RCW 9.41.--- and 2024 c ... s 2 (House Bill 1902, Laws of 2024) are 
each amended to read as follows: 
    (1) Subject to the limits set forth in section 1 of this act, ((A)) a person 
may apply for a permit to purchase firearms with the Washington state 
patrol firearms background check program.  
    (2) An applicant for a permit to purchase firearms must submit to the 
Washington state patrol firearms background check program:  
    (a) A completed permit application as provided in subsection (3) of this 
section; 
    (b) A complete set of fingerprints taken by the local law enforcement 
agency in the jurisdiction in which the applicant resides; 
    (c) A certificate of completion of a certified firearms safety training 
program within the last five years, or proof that the applicant is exempt 
from the training requirement, as provided in RCW 9.41.1132; and 
    (d) The permit application fee as provided in subsection (11) of this 
section. 
    (3) An application for a permit to purchase firearms must include the 
applicant's: 
    (a) Full name and place and date of birth; 
    (b) Residential address and mailing address if different from the 
residential address; 
    (c) Driver's license number or state identification card number;  



   

    (d) Physical description; 
    (e) Race and gender; 
    (f) Telephone number and email address, at the option of the applicant; 
and 
    (g) Signature. 
    (4) The application must contain questions about the applicant's eligibility 
to possess firearms under state and federal law and whether the applicant 
is a United States citizen. If the applicant is not a United States citizen, the 
applicant must provide the applicant's country of citizenship, United States-
issued alien number or admission number, and the basis on which the 
applicant claims to be exempt from federal prohibitions on firearm 
possession by aliens. The applicant shall not be required to produce a birth 
certificate or other evidence of citizenship. A person who is not a citizen of 
the United States shall, if applicable, meet the additional requirements of 
RCW 9.41.173 and produce proof of compliance with RCW 9.41.173 upon 
application. 
    (5) A signed application for a permit to purchase firearms shall constitute 
a waiver of confidentiality and written request that the health care 
authority, mental health institutions, and other health care facilities release 
information relevant to the applicant's eligibility for a permit to purchase 
firearms to an inquiring court or the Washington state patrol firearms 
background check program.  
    (6) The Washington state patrol firearms background check program shall 
issue a permit to purchase firearms to an eligible applicant, or deny the 
application, within 30 days of the date the application was filed, or within 
60 days of when the application was filed if the applicant does not have a 
valid permanent Washington driver's license or Washington state 
identification card or has not been a resident of the state for the previous 
consecutive 90 days. 
    (7)(a) An application for a permit to purchase firearms shall not be denied 
unless the applicant: 
    (i) Is prohibited from purchasing or possessing a firearm under state or 
federal law; 
    (ii) Is subject to a court order or injunction regarding firearms pursuant to 
chapter 7.105 RCW, or RCW 9A.44.210, 9A.46.080, 10.99.040, 10.99.045, 
26.09.050, 26.09.060, 26.26B.020, or 26.26A.470, or any of the former RCW 
10.14.080, 26.10.115, 26.50.060, and 26.50.070; 
    (iii) Is free on bond or personal recognizance pending trial, appeal, or 
sentencing for a felony offense; 
    (iv) Has an outstanding warrant for his or her arrest from any court of 



   

competent jurisdiction for a felony or misdemeanor; or  
    (v) Has failed to produce a certificate of completion of a certified firearms 
safety training program within the last five years, or proof that the applicant 
is exempt from the training requirement. 
    (b) If an application for a permit to purchase firearms is denied, the 
Washington state patrol firearms background check program shall send the 
applicant a written notice of the denial stating the specific grounds on 
which the permit to purchase firearms is denied. If the applicant provides an 
email address at the time of application, the Washington state patrol 
firearms background check program may send the denial notice to the 
applicant's email address.  
    (8)(a) In determining whether the applicant is eligible for a permit to 
purchase firearms, the Washington state patrol firearms background check 
program shall check with the national instant criminal background check 
system, the Washington state patrol electronic database, the health care 
authority electronic database, the administrative office of the courts, LInX-
NW, and with other agencies or resources as appropriate. 
    (b) A background check for an original permit must be conducted through 
the Washington state patrol criminal records division and shall include a 
national check from the federal bureau of investigation through the 
submission of fingerprints. The results will be returned to the Washington 
state patrol firearms background check program. The applicant may request 
and receive a copy of the results of the background check from the firearms 
background check program. If the applicant seeks to amend or correct their 
record, the applicant must contact the Washington state patrol for a 
Washington state record or the federal bureau of investigation for records 
from other jurisdictions. 
    (9) The Washington state patrol firearms background check program shall 
develop procedures to verify on an annual basis that persons who have 
been issued a permit to purchase firearms remain eligible to possess 
firearms under state and federal law and continue to meet other eligibility 
requirements for issuance of a permit to possess firearms. If a person is 
determined to be ineligible, the Washington state patrol firearms 
background check program shall revoke the permit under subsection (14) of 
this section. 
    (10) The permit to purchase firearms must be in a form prescribed by the 
Washington state patrol firearms background check program and must 
contain a unique permit number, expiration date, and the name, date of 
birth, residential address, brief description, and signature of the licensee. 
    (11)(a) A permit to purchase firearms is valid for a period of 2 five years. A 



   

person may renew a permit to purchase firearms by applying for renewal in 
accordance with the requirements of this section within 90 days before or 
after the expiration date of the permit. A set of fingerprints is not required 
for a renewal application if the original set has been retained by the 
Washington state patrol firearms background check program. A renewed 
permit to purchase firearms takes effect on the expiration date of the prior 
permit to purchase firearms and is valid for a period of five years. 
    (b)(i) The fee for an application for an original or renewal permit to 
purchase firearms is $28, which may be adjusted by the Washington state 
patrol firearms background check program to an amount necessary to cover 
the costs incurred in administering the permit to purchase firearms 
program. The Washington state patrol firearms background check program 
shall establish a late penalty for late renewal of a permit to purchase 
firearms. The Washington state patrol firearms background check program 
shall transmit the fees collected to the state treasurer for deposit in the 
state firearms background check system account created in RCW 43.43.590. 
    (ii) Beginning five years after the effective date of this section, permit fees 
under this subsection may be adjusted on a biennial basis in an amount that 
does not exceed the average biennial increase in the cost of providing the 
service based on a biennial cost study performed by the Washington state 
patrol firearms background check program. 
    (iii) In addition to the permit application fee, an applicant for an original 
permit must pay the fingerprint processing fee under RCW 43.43.742.28 
    (12) The Washington state patrol firearms background check program 
shall mail a renewal notice to the holder of a permit to purchase firearms 
approximately 90 days before the expiration date of the permit at the 
address listed on the application, or to the permit holder's new address if 
the permit holder has notified the Washington state patrol firearms 
background check program of a change of address. If the permit holder 
provides an email address at the time of application, the Washington state 
patrol firearms background check program may send the renewal notice to 
the permit holder's email address. The notice must contain the date the 
permit to purchase firearms will expire, the amount of the renewal fee, the 
penalty for late renewal, and instructions on how to renew the permit to 
purchase firearms. 
    (13) A permit to purchase firearms issued under this section does not 
authorize the holder of the permit to carry a concealed pistol.  
    (14) The Washington state patrol firearms background check program 
shall revoke a permit to purchase firearms on the occurrence of any act or 
condition that would prevent the issuance of a permit to purchase firearms. 



   

The Washington state patrol firearms background check program shall send 
the permit holder a written notice of the revocation stating the specific 
grounds on which the permit is revoked and that the person must surrender 
his or her permit to purchase firearms to the Washington state patrol within 
48 hours of receipt of the notification. 
    (15) This section is subject to the limits set forth in section 1 of this act. 
 
    NEW SECTION.  Sec. 10.  A new section is added to chapter 9.41 RCW and 
reads as follows: 
    (1) Subject to the limits set forth in section 1 of this act, no dealer may sell 
or otherwise transfer, or expose for sale or transfer, or have in his or her 
possession with intent to sell, or otherwise transfer, any pistol without being 
licensed as provided in this section. 
    (2) No dealer may sell or otherwise transfer, or expose for sale or transfer, 
or have in his or her possession with intent to sell, or otherwise transfer, any 
firearm other than a pistol without being licensed as provided in this section. 
    (3) No dealer may sell or otherwise transfer, or expose for sale or transfer, 
or have in his or her possession with intent to sell, or otherwise transfer, any 
ammunition without being licensed as provided in this section. 
    (4) The duly constituted licensing authorities of any city, town, or political 
subdivision of this state shall grant licenses in forms prescribed by the 
director of licensing effective for not more than one year from the date of 
issue permitting the licensee to sell firearms within this state subject to the 
following conditions, for breach of any of which the license shall be forfeited 
and the licensee subject to punishment as provided in RCW 9.41.010 through 
9.41.810. A licensing authority shall forward a copy of each license granted to 
the department of licensing. The department of licensing shall notify the 
department of revenue of the name and address of each dealer licensed 
under this section. 
    (5)(a) A licensing authority shall, within thirty days after the filing of an 
application of any person for a dealer's license, determine whether to grant 
the license. However, if the applicant does not have a valid permanent 
Washington driver's license or Washington state identification card, or has 
not been a resident of the state for the previous consecutive ninety days, the 
licensing authority shall have up to sixty days to determine whether to issue a 
license. No person shall qualify for a license under this section without first 
receiving a federal firearms license and undergoing fingerprinting and a 
background check. In addition, no person ineligible to possess a firearm under 
RCW 9.41.040 or ineligible for a concealed pistol license under RCW 9.41.070 
shall qualify for a dealer's license. 

http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=9.41.010
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=9.41.810
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=9.41.040
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=9.41.070


   

    (b) A dealer shall require every employee who may sell a firearm in the 
course of his or her employment to undergo fingerprinting and a background 
check. An employee must be eligible to possess a firearm, and must not have 
been convicted of a crime that would make the person ineligible for a 
concealed pistol license, before being permitted to sell a firearm. Every 
employee shall comply with requirements concerning purchase applications 
and restrictions on delivery of pistols or semiautomatic assault rifles that are 
applicable to dealers. 
    (6)(a) Except as otherwise provided in (b) of this subsection, the business 
shall be carried on only in the building designated in the license. For the 
purpose of this section, advertising firearms for sale shall not be considered 
the carrying on of business. 
    (b) A dealer may conduct business temporarily at a location other than the 
building designated in the license, if the temporary location is within 
Washington state and is the location of a gun show sponsored by a national, 
state, or local organization, or an affiliate of any such organization, devoted to 
the collection, competitive use, or other sporting use of firearms in the 
community. Nothing in this subsection (6)(b) authorizes a dealer to conduct 
business in or from a motorized or towed vehicle. 
    In conducting business temporarily at a location other than the building 
designated in the license, the dealer shall comply with all other requirements 
imposed on dealers by RCW 9.41.090, 9.41.100, and this section. The license 
of a dealer who fails to comply with the requirements of RCW 9.41.080 and 
9.41.090 and subsection (8) of this section while conducting business at a 
temporary location shall be revoked, and the dealer shall be permanently 
ineligible for a dealer's license. 
    (7) The license or a copy thereof, certified by the issuing authority, shall be 
displayed on the premises in the area where firearms are sold, or at the 
temporary location, where it can easily be read. 
    (8)(a) No pistol or semiautomatic assault rifle may be sold: (i) In violation of 
any provisions of RCW 9.41.010 through 9.41.810 or section 1 of this act; nor 
(ii) may a pistol or semiautomatic assault rifle be sold under any 
circumstances, subject to the limits set forth in section 1 of this act unless the 
purchaser is personally known to the dealer or shall present clear evidence of 
his or her identity. 
    (b) A dealer who sells or delivers any firearm in violation of RCW 9.41.080 is 
guilty of a class C felony. In addition to any other penalty provided for by law, 
the dealer is subject to mandatory permanent revocation of his or her 
dealer's license and permanent ineligibility for a dealer's license. 
    (c) The license fee for pistols shall be one hundred twenty-five dollars. The 

http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=9.41.090
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=9.41.100
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=9.41.080
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=9.41.090
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=9.41.010
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=9.41.810
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=9.41.080


   

license fee for firearms other than pistols shall be one hundred twenty-five 
dollars. The license fee for ammunition shall be one hundred twenty-five 
dollars. Any dealer who obtains any license under subsection (1), (2), or (3) of 
this section may also obtain the remaining licenses without payment of any 
fee. The fees received under this section shall be deposited in the state 
general fund. 
    (9)(a) A true record in triplicate shall be made of every pistol or 
semiautomatic assault rifle sold, in a book kept for the purpose, the form of 
which may be prescribed by the director of licensing and shall be personally 
signed by the purchaser and by the person effecting the sale, each in the 
presence of the other, and shall contain the date of sale, the caliber, make, 
model and manufacturer's number of the weapon, the name, address, 
occupation, and place of birth of the purchaser, and a statement signed by 
the purchaser that he or she is not ineligible under state or federal law to 
possess a firearm. 
    (b) One copy shall within six hours be sent by certified mail to the chief of 
police of the municipality or the sheriff of the county of which the purchaser 
is a resident, or the state pursuant to RCW 9.41.090 subject to the limits forth 
in section 1 of this act; the duplicate the dealer shall within seven days send 
to the director of licensing subject to the limits set forth in section 1 of this 
act; the triplicate the dealer shall retain for six years. 
    (10) Subsections (2) through (9) of this section shall not apply to sales at 
wholesale. 
    (11) The dealer's licenses authorized to be issued by this section are general 
licenses covering all sales by the licensee within the effective period of the 
licenses. The department shall provide a single application form for dealer's 
licenses and a single license form which shall indicate the type or types of 
licenses granted. 
    (12) Except as provided in RCW 9.41.090, every city, town, and political 
subdivision of this state is prohibited from requiring the purchaser to secure a 
permit to purchase or from requiring the dealer to secure an individual permit 
for each sale. 
    (13) This section is subject to the limits set forth in section 1 of this act. 
 
    NEW SECTION.  Sec. 11. RCW 9.41.110 and 2024 c ... s 1 (Substitute House 
Bill 2118, Laws of 2024);  2019 c 3 s 10 (Initiative Measure No. 1639, 
approved November 6, 2018); 2009 c 479 § 10; 1994 sp.s. c 7 s 416; 1979 c 
158 s 2; 1969 ex.s. c 227 s 4; 1963 c 163 s 1; 1961 c 124 s 8; & 1935 c 172 s 
11; RRS s 2516-11 are each repealed. 
 

http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=9.41.090
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=9.41.090
https://leg.wa.gov/CodeReviser/documents/sessionlaw/2019pam1.pdf?cite=2019%20c%203%20%C2%A7%2010
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2009-10/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/Senate/5073-S.SL.pdf?cite=2009%20c%20479%20%C2%A7%2010
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/1993-94/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/House/2319-S2.SL.pdf?cite=1994%20sp.s.%20c%207%20%C2%A7%20416
https://leg.wa.gov/CodeReviser/documents/sessionlaw/1979c158.pdf?cite=1979%20c%20158%20%C2%A7%202
https://leg.wa.gov/CodeReviser/documents/sessionlaw/1979c158.pdf?cite=1979%20c%20158%20%C2%A7%202
https://leg.wa.gov/CodeReviser/documents/sessionlaw/1969ex1c227.pdf?cite=1969%20ex.s.%20c%20227%20%C2%A7%204
https://leg.wa.gov/CodeReviser/documents/sessionlaw/1963c163.pdf?cite=1963%20c%20163%20%C2%A7%201
https://leg.wa.gov/CodeReviser/documents/sessionlaw/1961c124.pdf?cite=1961%20c%20124%20%C2%A7%208
https://leg.wa.gov/CodeReviser/documents/sessionlaw/1935c172.pdf?cite=1935%20c%20172%20%C2%A7%2011
https://leg.wa.gov/CodeReviser/documents/sessionlaw/1935c172.pdf?cite=1935%20c%20172%20%C2%A7%2011


   

    NEW SECTION.  Sec. 12. This act takes effect on December 5, 2024 and its 
requirements apply to the new and amended sections of this act and any law 
added to, or amended section of, chapter 9.41 RCW enacted after the 
effective date of this act. Section 9 takes effect on December 5, 2024 if House 
Bill 1902 is enacted into law.   
 
   NEW SECTION.  Sec. 13.  The provisions of this act are to be liberally 
construed to effectuate the policies, purposes, and intent of this act. 
 
    NEW SECTION.  Sec. 14.  If any provision of this act or its application to any 
person or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of the act or the 
application of the provision to other persons or circumstances is not affected. 
 
    NEW SECTION.  Sec. 15. (1) Statutory references to sections repealed in this 
act shall be considered references to the corresponding new sections created 
by this act. 
    (2) The code revisory shall prepare legislation for the 2025 regular session 
to correct statutory references to sections repealed in this act.  
 
    NEW SECTION.  Sec. 16.  This act is known and may be cited as the Law-
Abiding Citizens Have Every Right to Protect Themselves Act.  
 


