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AN ACT Relating to sulporting ygduth and young adults seeking
. / T T
protected health care seryices; J amending RCW 13.32A.082° ahd.

74.15.020; and creating new sec ionﬁi
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATUREJC THE STATE OF WASHINGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. f The legiglature finds that unsheltered
threat to their healthuand

homelessness for youth pgkes a seriou
safety. The Trevor projgct has found thi&t one in three transgender-
youth report attemptifig suicide. HomelesSsness amongst transgender 
youth can further g%ndanger an already ‘at-risk populatlon._ The
legislature furthey finds that barriers to accessing shelter '¢Aﬁ
place  a chllllngf effect on exiting unsheltered homelessness énd
therefore creatgl additional risk and dangers fo# youth. Youth seeklng i

iff services are especially at %fk and - vulnerable ;

iers to acce551ng

certain medlq

Therefore, ;fé legislature intends to remove ba

temporary,:ﬁicensed shelter accommodations for you

protected/health care services.
sed. 2. RCW 13.32A.082 and 2013 ¢ 4 s 2 are each ar
as folllows:
/(1) (a) Except as provided in (b) of this subsection,
ufilicensed youth shelter, or runaway and homeless youth program:that,;
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(ithout legal authorlzatlon, provides shelter to a minor and thgii

frO£  a lawfully prescribed residence or home without ;parfntal’
ion, shall promptly report the location of the child fto the

permi s

parent{ythe law enforcement agency of the jurisdiction in which “the
. A 4 :‘:.1~~"

person liyes, or the department. f;

(b) (1)

NMf a licensed overnight youth shelter, or anotfier licensed
organization

“with a stated mission to provide services homelesé”bff
:Ajd their families, shelters a child d knows at thef
the shelter that the child is aw from a lawfully'

or home without parental pdrmission, it must
Rarent within seventy-two héurs, but:pieféfabiy'
s, following the timd that the yoﬁth;{is'
' géﬁization's proéram;{Thé;

runaway youth
time of providihi_
prescribed resideh3ﬂ
contact the vyouth's
within twenty-four holy
admitted to the shelter &
notification must include
of the youth's physical®
circumstances surrounding thel youth's contact with the shelter or
elllng reasons not to notify the

other licensed or_j
e whereabouts o"ythe youth, a description
and emotigfal condition, and the

organization. If there are co
parent, the shelter or organl a%ﬁon must instead nptify ;;ha
department. J :

(1i1) At least once every eighf h

*

irs after learning that a youth
receiving services or shelter uynder this section is away: from home
without permission, the shelaéz or orgawyization staff must consult
the information that the gﬁashlngton state patrol makes publlcly
available under RCW 43.43.310(2). If the youth is publicly llsted as
missing, the shelter _#'organization must
department of its cogﬁact with the vyouth 1i

notification must 1i?iude a description of the

ﬁmedlately notlfy the
ed as missing: The
inor's physical and
emotional condition/ and the' circumstances surrouhding the youth's
contact with the silelter or organization.

(c) Reports gequired under this section may be ma by telephone.

or.any other regfisonable means.

(2) Unlﬁgs the context clearly requires othe
definitionaf.
(a) "
n has any control.
"Promptly report" means to report within eight hours \after

the persg
(b)f
the ;Jérson' has knowledge that the minor is away from ra law ully

p. 2 ESSB 5599.PL



5" include, but

(c) "Compelling reason not limited tdx(r

that indjcate th&ft notifying” the parent or

to abuse or neglect as defined

legal guardian will subject the mi

in RCW 26.44.020; or
, (ii) When a minor is seeking or receiving protected health ‘care
7 services.

1
2
3
4
5

8 (d) "Protected health care services" means gender affirming

9 treatment as defined in RCW 74.09.675 and reproductive health care
services as defined in RCW 74.09.875

1 A
1 Ees desiqﬁédﬂfd
14 resolve the conflict and accomplish a reunification of the family.

15 (b) When the department receives a report under subsection (i) of

16 this section for a minor who is seeking or receiving protected health

17 care services, it shall:

18 (i) Offer to make referrals on Dbehalf of the minor for
=SS E R

19 appropriate behavioral health services; and

20 (ii) Offer services designed to resolvgesthe conflict éﬁd
21 mh~ 2 Man of theeTam

22 4) Nothing in this section prohibits any person, unli sed
23 youth\ghelter, or runaway and homeless youth program from imflediately
24 reporting olerrbdbveeand location of any minor whge#fs away from a

25 lawfully prescribed residence ™ home withou Parental permission
26 more promptly than required under thes sectigsf. R
27 (5) Nothing in this section limiitsg#s person's duty to report
28 child abuse or neglect as required‘bRCW 26.44.030 or removes the

29 reguirement that the law enforcemenfg lagency of the durisdiction in

30 which the person lives be notified.

31 Sec. 3. RCW 74.15.020 and 2 c s 5239 are each amended to
32 read as follows: ) N
33 The definitions in thise” section apply thr®yghout this chapter and
34 RCW 74.13.031 unless & context clearly requiresnotherwise

35 (1) "Agency" any person, firm, partnership, associatien,

36 corporatio r facility which receives children, ectant mothers,

37 or
38
3

1l, care,.-.or
intenance outside their own homes, or which places, ar s . the
placement of, or assists in the placement of children, expectant

p. 3 ESSB 5599.PL
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mothers, or persons with developmental disabilities for foster cargﬁ
or platement of " children for adoption, and shall include Eﬁe
irrespective of whether there is compensation to the @gency
children, expectant mothers, or persons with deveigp%enfa;L

followin
or to ‘th
disabiliti%s for services rendered: - .f

(a) "Child-placing agency" means an agency which places a Chlld.

or children r temporary care, continued care, or for agoptlon,
{(by "CommuRity facility" means a group care facrlrﬁy operated for'
juveniles committed to the deparpment under RCW
13.40.185. A cdunty detention facility thatjfhouses juvenlles,
committed to the \department under RCW 13. 403185 pursuant - tO‘,a
contract with the deﬁﬁﬁtment is not a communltyffac1llty,

{¢) "Crisis resi tial center" meanslfan agency which fiéfﬂa
temporary protective :Ekédential facilityﬁﬁoperated to perform the
duties specified in chapt§a>l3 32A RCW, rg;the manner provided in RCW
43.185C.295 through 43. 185C\i10 ,;’

(d) "Emergency respite cepter" 1s fan agency thdt may be commonly

%§F p;ov1des emergency and cr131s care

the care of

known as a crisis nursery, t
for up to seventy-two hours to ﬂnlldren who have Dbeen admltted by
their parents or guardians toy;ﬁgevent abuse or neglect. Emergency
respite centers may operatelfpr up, to twenty-four hours a da&{ and
for up to seven days a wegﬂ. Emergancy respite centers may provide

seventeen, and for persons

care for children ages_aﬂirth throu
eighteen through twengv with develo
admitted with a 81bllmg or siblings thro gh age seventeen. Emergency
respite centers mazgnot substitute for crisis residential cénters or

ental disabilities Who are

HOPE centers, or ﬁhy other services define \under this .section,. and
may not substr}ute for services which are \requlred under chapter
13.32A or 13. %ﬁ RCW; %

(e) "Fosﬁer family home" means an agency wh1§$ regularly provides.
care on a twenty four hour basis to one or more\children, expectant,
mothers, ﬁzor persons with developmental disabilities in the famlly
abode f the person or persons under whose irect care - and
superyision the child, expectant mother, or Rmerson with a

devglopmental disability is placed;

(f) "Group-care facility" means an agency, other ian a foster
amily home, which is maintained and operated for the carg of e‘group
of children on a twenty-four hour basis. "Group care\\facilitY"

in¢ludes but is not limited to:

p. 4 ESSB 5599.PL
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provide tempor

o

4

(i) Qualified residential treatment programs as defined %pfbeW
34.030; /

(ii) Facilities specializing in providing prenatal, pggtpartum,

or pa%enting supports for youth; and ﬁ?

‘(1f%) Facilities providing high quality re81dentral ‘care -and

services to children who are, or who aré at risk of

supporti
_.'_J 4

becoming, ctims of sex trafficking;

(g) center" means an agency licensed by the secretary to.

-y residential placement and otheraserv1ces to street
youth. A streetxgsuth may remain in a HOPE ceﬁter for thlrty days_

while services are\arranged and permanent plaﬁement is coordlnated f'

No street youth ma;\%tay longer than thlrty days unless approved by
the department and anﬁgk additional days approved 4by the department
must be based on the una ailability of a ﬂong term placement optlon
A street youth whose parént wants hlm ‘or her returned to home may
remain in -a HOPE center unmal his or her parent arranges return of
the vyouth, not longer. Allk othec"street youth must have court
approval under chapter 13.34 or-13 32A RCW to remain in a HOPE centerx
up to thirty days; f
(h) "Maternity service" Jmeah§ an agency which provides .or
arranges for care or servrces to e£§ectant mothers, before or during
confinement, or which provides care ‘S needed to mothers and tpelr

infants after confinementj’

(i) "Resource andf?assessment cengﬁr" means an agency . 'that-
provides short-term emergency and crisis wgare for' a period up to
seventy-two hours, E'excludlng Saturdays, Sdndays, and holldays to
children who have peen removed from their parent g or guardian's care
by child protect;%e services or law enforcement; %

(3) "Respom31ble living skills program" means, an agency llcensed
by the secre?ary that provides residential and %tan81tlonal llVlng
services t%fpersons ages sixteen to eighteen who ar%%dependent under
chapter 13.34 RCW and who have been unable to llve\ln his ' or her
legally ?githorlzed residence and, .as a result, the. minor- llved
cupancy by

outdooﬁg or 1in another unsafe location not intended for

the
;}o other placement alternative is available and the der

finor. Dependent minors ages fourteen and fifteen may bé& eligible

rtment
aykroves the placement;
(k). "Service provider" means the entity that operates a commuqlty

*'fac1llty. ‘

(2) "Agency" shall not include the following:
p. 5 ESSB 5599.PL
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20
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22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39

(a) Persons related to the child, expectant mother, or perso

1 developmental disability in the following ways:
i Any blood relative, including those of half—blood,jﬁind
includi " first cousins, second cousins, nephews or niece,)':ahd*
persons o _precedlng' generatlons as denoted by prefixes: o, grand

(ii) Stepfat”ﬁ;, stepmother, stepbrother, and stepsis%ﬁi;

(iii) A person ho legally adopts a child or the ild's parent
as well as the natuf-x and other legally adopted cggﬂZren of such
persons, and other relal;ves of the adoptive paregﬁs in accordance,
;f

r 4

with state law; .
s named in (a) ()4 (i1), or (iiirﬁéf

(iv) Spouses of any per
this subsection (2), even aftef

(v) Relatives, as named in (
subsection (2), of any half sibling 'Qf the ghild; or

(vi) Extended family members, as ef@ﬁed by thé law or customgdf,
the Indian child's tribe or, in the ab ce of such law or custom, a
person who has reached the age oflﬁglgh en and who is the Indlan'
child's grandparent, aunt or uncle,/brother “or sister, brother- in- law

he marriage iaﬁgerminated;
(i), (ii)ﬁinii), or (iv) of this

or sister-in-law, niece or ne_ ew, first “Nor second cou51n,'vor
stepparent who provides care %ﬁ the family ab ge on a twenty-four-
hour basis to an Indian Chlldzﬁs defined in 25 U.5,C. Sec. 1903 (4);

(b) Persons who are bgéal guardians of the\ child, expectaht

mother, or persons with dﬁéelopmental disabilities; S
e for a neighbor's or friknd's child ‘or

F

(c) Persons who c
out compensation, where the par t and perécn

children, with or wit

providing care onﬁ- twenty-four-hour basis have agreed toc the

placement in wrlt“dg and the state is not providing any peyment for

the care; _
(d). A pexfon, partnership, corporation, or other - entifyy’ thatA

provides pl or similar services to exchange studen)s or'

internationél student exchange visitors or persons who have the \care
of an excjlange student in their home;
(e) /A person, partnership, corporation, or other entity t

provi;?s placement or similar services to international children wh

have fentered the country by obtaining visas that meet the- criteri
foy/ medical care as established by the United States citizenship and
igmigration services, or persons who have the care of such an

fnternational child in their home;

p. 6 ESSB 5599.PL
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) Schools, including boarding schools, which are engaged
primarily in education, operate on a definite school year scheglle,
follow
and do nof accept custody of children; 4
- {g) Ho&%;:als licensed pursuant to chapter 70.41 /RCW- nién_

stated academic curriculum, accept only school-age chfildren

ctions defined in chapter 70.41 RCW, nuzfing homes

licensed under \chapter 18.51 RCW and assisted 1livin facilities
&

licensed under chapter 18.20 RCW;

icians or lawyers; jfﬁ
oved and certified under chapﬁgr 71A.22 RCW;
g been in operation in tﬁ{s state ten years;
prior to  June 8, 1967,% and not seeking or‘facceptlng moneys-’or

assistance from any state dg federal agency, agﬁ is supported 1n part
V 4

performing £

(h) Licensed ph
(1) Facilities ap
(j) Any agency hav

by an endowment or trust fun /

(k) Persons who have a ¢hild in thair home for purposes of
adoption, if the child was placed in sucg "home by a licensed child-
plac1ng agency, an authorized pub 1c or %rlbal agency or court or if

a replacement report has been fllga uﬁﬁer chapter 26.33 RCW and thef

placement has been approved by the c% rt,

(1) An agency operated by any /un of local, state, or federal
government or an agency llcenseiyby an YIndian tribe pursuant to RCW
74.15.190; Af' \k ,

(m) A maximum or mediumﬁéacurity program for juvenile offendera
operated by or under contrag@ with the departhent;

(n) An agency locateﬁfon a federal military reservation, except
where the military autgerities request that such agency be,subject to.
the licensing require; fents of this chapter; \&&

(o) (1) A hostdzﬁome program, and host home, \erated by a tax
exempt organlzag@on for youth not in the care f or receiving
services fromjathe department except as provided \in subsection
(2) (o) (1ii) 5f this section, if that program: (A)\&§ecrui;$ fand
screens py%entlal homes in the ©program, including' performing
backgrou checks on individuals over the age of eighteen residing in
the hqﬁé?fthrough the Washington state patrol or equivalent law
‘home;,
the
% of

enfors
(B}f
Efbgram; (C) obtains a notarized permission slip or limitéd powe

fement agency and performing physical inspections of ti!
screens and provides case management services to youth

‘qattorney from the parent or legal guardian of the youth authorizikg

the youth to participate in the program and the authorization is
updated every six months when a youth remains in g host home longer
p. 7 ESSB 5599.PL



“an 1nsurance -provider authorlzed under:o tle 'A?_RCW, (Ep -rov1d &"

L agt meet

’.,

mandatory reporter.and confiedentiality tké?ning,; and ' (F)° regl g
with the~Secretarynof @fe undey RCW 74.15.315. R

(:Ll)

(A) Report to the department within 72 hours of the vouth'

participation in the program and following this report the department}

shall make a

gn%’,offep\sverv‘;i“c”es designed to resolvegthegsonf _afNl - a@®omp Lisek. 2"
unificatibte®o e fa ' s x

(B) Report to the department the vouth's participation in the’

host home program at least once every month when the vouth remains in’

the host home longer than one month; and
(C) Provide case management outside of the host home and away

from any individuals residing in the home at least once per month.
program and host home that meets the other|:

e N _AA .. = S
. ——

requirements of subsection (2) (o) of this section |mpa\pAowidd oglue:
forh ASvanph] who is receiving services from the department if the

- youth is: ,

(A) Not subject to a dependency proceeding under chapter 13.34
RCW; and , i
(B) Seeking or receiving protected health care services.’

For purpgses of this seghiQn, ((a—lhosijjbhomminddouing

- ! e, _.;..I-. . . = >
2™ "HoS% home" ( (2 means a pPwed ome that volunt s to 'j»
i3 youth ipfleed-6T temporary placement it is assogdated . w1th a,

Wb

ren,—a—"hebt) ) ,(B) "Host. home.
homes,

'support to

program"” is a progra
of this subsection.

means the youth 1s in the host

e ulrements of (o) (i)
(C) "Compelling reascn"
1ome OX seeklna placement in a host home while seeklnq or rece1v1nq

protected health care services.
() " "Protected . -h@altith “care  Setwviecesi “wmeans' igender affirming

treatment as defined in RCW 74.09.675 and reproductive health care

services as defined in RCW 74.098.875.

. 1‘\.‘ ‘.-
p. 8 ESSB '5599.PL"
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(v) Any host home program that receives 1local, state, 'ggé
. P 4
government funding shall report the following information to Jthe

ffice of homeless youth prevention and protectlon programs’ annﬁally'

4

/

by December 1st of each year: The number of chlldren the 3program;“
served, why the child was placed with a host home, and’ gﬂere the’f

child\went after leaving the host home, including but nohfflm;tedato
returniyg to the parents, running away, reaching the age JOFf majority;

y

or becomVug a dependent of the state; . f-
(p) Re#e1v1ng centers as defined in RCW 7.68.380..
(3) "Declrtment" means the department of ch;ﬁdren, youth, and

families. /

(4) "Juvenlln" means a person under the age of twenty-one who-has
been sentenced to\a term of confinement under the supervision of the
department under R 13.40.185. ;'

(5) "Performancd-based contracts" ogf'"contracting" means the
structurlng of all aspects of the procurﬁment of services, around the
purpose of the work to ‘pe performed anj the desired results w1th the
contract requirements s forth in aﬁlear, specific, and objectlve
terms with measurable outchmes. Contracts may also include provisions
that 1link the performance o the tontractor to the level and timing
of the reimbursement. 4

(6) "Probationary liceh>§" means a license issued a$  a
disciplinary measure to an §@en&y that has previously been issued a
full license but is out ofdéemplia ce with licensing standards.

(7) "Regquirement" me%ﬁ; any rul®, regulation, or standard of care
to be maintained by anegﬁency. \

(8) "Secretary" mgéns the secretary of the department.

(9) "Street youﬁh" means a person yunder the age of eighteen who
lives outdoors qf' in another unsafe&\location not intended for
occupancy by theﬂmlnor and who is not re51@1ng with his or her parent
or at his or her legally authorized residenc

(10) "Tr_1s1tlonal living services" mean at a minimum, to the
extent fundg are available, the following:

(a) “ducational services, including ;\klc literacy and
computatifonal skills training, either in local altArnative or public
ools or in a high school equivalency prograwm that ‘leads to

obtaifiing a high school equivalency degree;
(b) Assistance and counseling related to obtaining® vocational
ining or higher education, job readiness, job search asB&istance,
nd placement programs;

p. 9 ESSB 5599.PL
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. (c) Counseling and instruction in life skills such as
Nagement, home management, consumer skills, parenting, healt

community resources, and .transportation igf houginq
option'sy . -ﬁg?

(d) L-gividual and group counseling; and ﬁgﬁf

aklishing networks with federal aggﬁ%ies and state -and

local organizaf%qns such as the United Sta}é@ department of labor,

wxaining administratiqgf'programs' including the

“and opportunity y&ct which administers private
job corgﬁf vocational rehabilitatidn; énd

>

employment - and
workforce innovation
industry councils and t

volunteer programs.

NEW __SECTION. Sec. A. \h\g The office of homeless youth
prevention and protect}éﬁ programé\\ghall contract with an outside
entity to: ,ff. :

(a) Gather dgﬁ%ﬁ regarding the numb®r of unsheltered homeless
youth under age_yg in Washington state; and
f recommendations for supportin
youth under £ge 18 in Washington state.

y July 1, 2024, and in compliance with

_ unsheltered homeless
WCW 43.01.036, the

submip’ the information and recommendations described “n subsection

g;f this section to the appropriate committees of the i&gislatufé.

=== END ===~
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