Down 't Bug the Bugs

|

By Lavender McMillin






SToP!!!

What ave you doing?!



' Squishing the bug!

But bugs do S0 many amazing things!

l'ma SO 9lad you asked...



You see, if even one type of nsect went
extinct, (take hone\jbeesl Sovr example which
are emdahseved because of humans) the entive

food chain could collapse.
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Take 3 look 3t the insects heve, You See 3

spike-bottowed vicious edrwig, 3
venomous 3583ssin bug, a disease

vidden hover Q\\) ?retendimg to be 3

bee, and 3 scary, ugly wmoth. How
could ANY of these bugs wmatter?



Easy! Although they look like stinging wasps, hover
§ly larvae eat garden pests and are important
pollinators. Despite the wajority of woths being
less colovful than butterflies they are important
pollinatovs. Assassin bugs- in spite of their venow,
they eat havrm§ul pests. And although earwigs look

scary, they are wonderful composters.

My $avorite food 1§

compost burgers!




Insects wake our |ife good. composters make

it SO we've not up 0 our waist n gavbage.

‘Bees 3lone account for one third of all our

food. without insects we wouldn't even be

alive. I'd say that's a pretty 9ood veasown +o
help thewm stay alive,

ORDER U?P!




Sywbiotic velationships are velationships
between two living things i which both
living things q3in from the velationshiy.
This wmay Surprise you, but wneadrly every
huwan 1S involved in 3 Symbiotic
velationship with an insect-like creatuve
called 2 Sollicle mite. Follicle mites live in

your eyebrows and keep thew healthy!

cvazy, vight?




At e 0 o P g
Now |'ve Spent 3 lot of time telling you why
bugs are important and why you should help

thew. But what cAN you do to help? well, simply
appreciating thew and not Squishing thew is a
great start. Planting ?o\hmator-{:ﬁend\y Plants
like sunflowers |avenders coneflowers, crocus
and coswos, is definitely amazing. 1t ig good to
turn out your lights early or blocking the light
SO woths can't See it $from outside. (This is
help§ul because some nocturnal bugs use the
woown and Stavs +o navigate and get confused by
lights from your house.) You can also donate +o
insect charities such as the Xerces Society to

help. And remember o keep an open wmind,

Aot P g oo L,



You don't have to like bugs, but with all
they do for the Planet, it can't hurt to

help thew out 3 little.

Anyways, thank you for vedding this! | hope
you ledrned something and weve inspived to

help out these wowndrous cveadtuves!






